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We're seeing an increasing number of students and parents complaining that their schools are not
well adapted to climate change - that they are unbearably hot, for instance, or that during the Black
Summer fires that they were full of smoke. How is government coordinating and leading adaptation
so that our students can study safely?

Ms Yvette Berry MLA: The answer to the Member’s question is as follows:

The Education Directorate is undertaking a range of measures to support ACT public schools to
increase resilience to a changing climate be adaptable to environmental conditions, including:

e All new schools are designed and constructed as all-electric facilities with rigorous efficiency
performance standards.

e Asset Renewal Program sustainability initiatives such as adding shade structures, external
learning environments and roof replacements, which substantially enhance thermal
insulation.

e Expanding the tree canopy coverage at ACT public school sites as part of the ACT
Government’s ‘Shade our Play’ Program. Over 1,317 new trees have been planted on ACT
public school sites since June 2024.

e Improved data and reporting systems to understand and improve tree canopy coverage in
ACT public schools. The Directorate has 13,910 trees recorded on the AcrGIS platform.

e The Directorate has integrated minimum performance specification standards into capital
works upgrades at existing schools, including double glazing, insulation, LED and the
electrification of heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC).

e A Building Management Systems and Data Analytics pilot to optimise energy efficiency and
thermal conditions in classrooms by providing real-time and centralised measurement,
monitoring and control of HVAC systems.
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Efforts that support progress towards the emission reduction targets set out in the ACT Climate

Change Strategy 2019-2025, including:

e Delivery of the Energy Efficiency Heating Renewal program to upgrade existing Heating
Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) systems. This includes mechanical cooling as the
standard for all upgrades.

e Transition of existing gas infrastructure in ACT public schools to replace gas with electric
energy efficient alternatives, through the Electrification of Government Gas Assets (E0GGA)
program (led by Infrastructure Canberra). All HVAC conversions delivered by this program
are planned to deliver mechanical cooling to all learning spaces.

Policy and strategy efforts including

e Development of an Indoor Air Quality Strategy to improve health and cognitive
performance, while also mitigating the effects of extreme temperatures in all learning
spaces.

o Development of a Living Infrastructure Strategy to provide a strategic framework to enhance
the coverage, utilisation and cultural awareness of living infrastructure on ACT public school
sites.

e Development of an Education Directorate Climate Adaptation Strategy in 2025 to enhance
the Directorate’s climate resilience by identifying steps to be taken in ACT public schools to
reduce the impact of climate change and extreme weather events on the learning
environment.
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