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THE CHAIR: That was your substantive question. I will have a question. Again, it is about health 
spending. In the budget outlook, the financial expenditure statements in chapter 4, table 4.2.7 
show health-related asset purchases. From 24-25 up till 27-28, purchases are falling from 
$305 million to $249 million, $56 million over four years. Can you explain why that is a bit of a fall in 
asset purchases? 

Ms Stephen-Smith: I am very sorry, Ms Lawder, but can you give us the page reference again? 

THE CHAIR: 287 of the outlook. 

Ms Stephen-Smith: The outlook. You are asking about— 

THE CHAIR: Asset purchases. Table 4.2.7. It is possibly from an online version, which may a slightly 
different— 

Ms Stephen-Smith: No, I am with it now. Yes. 

Mr Peffer: Thank you, Chair. I think we will have to take the specifics of that on notice, but I suspect 
what you are seeing there in terms of the jump from one year to the next and then back down 
would reflect the acquisition, so essentially the transfer of assets that occurred on 3 July related to 
acquisition of a range of hospital buildings at the Bruce campus. 
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Ms Stephen-Smith: There may also be some assets associated with the opening of the critical 
services building that were purchased that year, but we will take on notice what the answer is. 

THE CHAIR: You could take that on notice and provide a breakdown of those purchases over the 
forward estimate years as well—what assets were purchased then and the ones over the forward 
estimate year. 

 

MS RACHEL STEPHEN-SMITH: The answer to the Member’s question is as follows:   
 
 

 

Methodology 

• The categorisation of purchases by function are consistent with the Classification of the 
Functions of Government Australia methodology. This classification uses a specific 
methodology which can differ from thematic or structural presentation elsewhere in the 
budget papers. 

• The total purchases by function are reflective of the consolidated General Government 
Sector (GGS) Payments for non-financial assets in the Statement of Cash Flows. 

• The allocation of purchases against functions is based on a proportionate model of agency 
purchases and also includes the allocation of central provisions. 

Explain why that’s a fall in asset purchases 

• There are a number of time-limited initiatives which have funding in 2024-25 and not in the 
forward estimates. This includes the Canberra Hospital Expansion, Implementation of the 
Canberra Hospital Master Plan, the Garran Surge Centre Deconstruction and Oval 
Remediation, and Enabling Works for the new Northside Hospital. 

Provide a breakdown of those purchases, over the forward estimate years as well 

• This is not possible due to the inclusion of provisions which may be commercially sensitive. 
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