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37. Ian Petersons  

To:  Committee of Inquiry into  EV  Vehicle  Adoption in the ACT 

ACT  Legislative  Assembly 

Submission to the Inquiry 

Terms of Reference  C & D 

The following is my submission to the ACT Legislative Assembly Committee of Inquiry into Electric 
Vehicle Adoption in the ACT. This is a submission by an owner who in April 2018 purchased ‘off the 
plan’ a unit within the Parc Apartment Development in Macquarie.  The development by Morris 
Property Group was completed in late December 2018 and progressively occupied during 2019. 

 The Parc develop is a mixed use development, with 74  high rise Apartments with 10 ground floor 
commercial units and 21 two story attached Townhouses in a separate building at the rear.  The 
apartment block has mainly basement parking while the Townhouses each have their own attached 
garages.  Recently there has been a major renovation undertaken on 10 Apartments to make them 
suitable for disability living, NDIS compliant apartments.  This mix of occupants for Parc makes it a 
unique development for the ACT and may bring with it unforeseen additional requirement on the 
existing infrastructure in particular associated with EV charging.  Apartment resident EV ( car, bicycle 
scooter) charging in basement parking, ground floor charging for commercial vehicle (hoists, 
trolleys), for NDIS unit owners special disability people movers and the townhouse owners chargers 
within their own garages. 

The inquiry Terms of Reference state “inquire into the barriers to EV uptake and solutions and 
incentives to encourage uptake in the Territory”.  This appears to be a very wide ranging inquiry 
which encroaches National and ACT Government responsibilities.   

This submission will concentrate primarily on the practical Infrastructure barriers associated with EV 
charging (Terms of Reference C and D) I am facing having moved into a relatively newly planned and 
built multi-unit Apartment complex in Canberra.  

The relatively new build of 2018 Parc development does not have: 

• Provision for electric power points in allocated vehicle parking bays, 
• Provision for Common Area casual parking where shared EV charging could be installed, 
• Provision for Common Area Secure Bicycle and Scooter parking with EV charging facilities, 
• Provision for Common Area Secure Disability Vehicle parking with EV charging facilities, 
• Structural and connection provision for easy installation of Solar Panels on the roof,  and 
• No obvious certification that the Parc complex electricity infrastructure is capable of 

accommodating EV charging in any significant numbers. 

It would be reasonable to expect that a building of this young age would have been required to at 
least have some of these provisions in place under ACT Planning Requirements.  This illustrates a 
failure of the ACT planning system especially when there has been so much rhetoric over the past 10 
years about climate change, sustainability and dependence on fossil fuels.  

Apparently last year the ACT Government commissioned a report into future charging needs in new 
multi-unit developments, “EV Ready Developments” by consulting firm Urbis. The report called for 
all parking spaces in new multi-unit residential developments to be fitted with the necessary 
infrastructure for slow charging.  Has the ACT Government taken this advice and implemented this 
simple planning policy for new builds?  
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It has been quoted that at present in the ACT around 35 per cent of all dwellings are within a multi-
unit complex and this high density living is expected to grow significantly in the coming years.  Even 
if planning laws are changed today to require new developments to be EV Ready, there will be many 
existing multi-unit dwellings developments needing to be made EV Ready by retro fitting the 
necessary infrastructure.  Retro fitting recent and older build multi storey apartment develops brings 
with it significant financial and physical building issues to install the infrastructure required for EV 
vehicles.   

Our Parc Strata and Owners Corporation does not have the financial, technical or management 
capacity to investigate, organise and implement the many infrastructure changes required to make 
our complex ’EV Ready.’  The current Government rhetoric and schemes available are geared more 
to individual recipients acting individually whereas our 105 Strata unit owners need to act 
collectively.  Our Park development will need considerable external assistance, probably 
Government support and assistance to achieve EV ready status. 

The type of assurance and Government support, assistance and actions required to enable myself 
to consider the purchase of an EV vehicle are: 

1. Assurance the ACT has the motor vehicle dealership network to maintain EV’s and technical 
skills to service and repair EV’s. 

2. Assurance the EV can be at least be ‘slow charged’ (preferably normal charge) overnight 
within our Strata building and within my designated parking bay.  Would expect as individual 
to pay for the connection / installation to my individual park bay  

3. To assure (2) above, Parc Building complex would need Government support for assessment 
of Parc complex electricity capability to support individual chargers, installation of the 
‘backbone’ electricity wiring to allow individual owners to connect EV chargers.  

4. Assurance that sufficient access to safe / secure public rapid charging installations are 
available in nearby public parking areas and throughout the ACT and surrounding NSW areas 

5. Assurance that sufficient charging facilities are available in popular vacation driving 
destinations from the ACT such as the coast, north, south, snowy mountains etc. 

Also to enable 2 above to happen for a building complex such as Parc, the Government and ACTEW 
will need to provide free or at least subsidised technical expertise and assistance to make Parc EV 
ready.  EV ready means individual owners will need to spend and do no more than individual home 
owners need to do to have their home EV ready in the ACT.  

These actions by government for myself need to happen within the next 12 months otherwise my 
current vehicle will most likely be replaced by another conventional combustion engine vehicle. 
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