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ANSWER TO QUESTION ON NOTICE 

Asked by Mr Davis MLA: 

In relation to: 
Restrictive Practices 

I note the section in the annual report on the Positive Behaviour for Learning framework, particularly 
the directorates work with the Senior Practitioner on minimising restrictive practices. 
1. How many instances of restrictive practice were used on ACT students in 19/20? 
2. What is being done by the directorate to minimise and ideally eliminate restrictive practice? 

Minister Berry MLA: The answer to the Member's question is as follows: -

1. In 2019 there were 654 instances of Restrictive Practices (RP) reported. In 2020, 379 instances of 
RP were reported. 

2. In ACT Public schools, restrictive practice is used as a last resort only when there is imminent risk 
to safety, for the student or others. It is not permitted to be used for compliance or to respond 

to verba I threats, or to prevent property da rnage. Creating positive school climates and high
quality support networks is central to our approach to reducing all behaviours of concern. This 
includes supporting our children and young people with communication, self-regulation, and 
coping strategies. 
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