
 

 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC RESPONSE 
Mr Alistair Coe MLA (Chair), Ms Tara Cheyne MLA (Deputy Chair), Mrs Vicki Dunne MLA, 

Mr Michael Pettersson MLA, Ms Caroline Le Couteur MLA 

 

QTON No. 37 

L E G I S L A T I V E  A S S E M B L Y  
F O R  T H E  A U S T R A L I A N  C A P I T A L  T E R R I T O R Y  

 

ANSWER TO QUESTION TAKEN ON NOTICE  
DURING PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

 
Asked by VICKI DUNNE MLA on 11 June 2020:  SUZANNE ORR took on notice the following 
question(s): 
 
Ref: Proof Hansard Transcript 11 June 2020, PAGE 374 
 
In relation to: Mental Health Community Organisation Funding 
 

Mrs Dunne: I want to go back to the funding for community organisations and where it is 
being particularly directed. Are mental health community organisations able to access the 
community services funding, in particular veterans mental health organisations like Soldier 
On?  

 
Mrs Dunne: Okay. If there are many avenues, perhaps there might be a place where there 
would be a simple road map or flowchart about how people access it, rather than having a 
bit of a lottery about whether they get funds.  

 
Ms Orr: There are a range of avenues—and I mentioned some of this in my opening 
statement—where groups can access parts. We might take it on notice as to the different 
avenues there are for different groups to apply for funding.  

 
Ms Orr: It is all published on the website, but we will take on notice what is there and 
where you can access information on it.  

 
SUZANNE ORR:  The answer to the Member’s question is as follows:–  
 

An overview of the measures to support community and non-government organisation 
partners is available at: https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/business-and-work/economic-
survival-package/supporting-the-community-sector 
 
To date, three grant programs have been facilitated through the Community Support 
Package:  

• COVID-19 Stimulus Rapid Response Grants Program;  

• COVID-19 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Wellbeing Program; and 

• Mental Health and Wellbeing Innovation Grants Program.  
 
Two of these grant programs (COVID-19 Stimulus Rapid Response Grants Program and the  
COVID-19 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Wellbeing Program) are being managed by 
the Community Services Directorate.  

The Mental Health and Wellbeing Innovation Grants Program is been administered by the 
ACT Health Directorate. More information can be accessed via the ACT Health Directorate’s 
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website: https://www.health.act.gov.au/services-and-programs/mental-health/mental-
health-and-wellbeing-during-covid-19/mental-health-and 

 
As well as increasing support through new grants programs, CSD has refocused two  
2019-20 grant rounds. The grant rounds that were refocused to give priority to projects 
that supported community through COVID-19 are:  

• The 2019-20 Community Support and Infrastructure Grants; and 

• The 2019-20 Participation (Digital Communities) Grants. 

The Community Support and Infrastructure Grants (CSIG) and Participation (Digital 
Communities) Grants offered $328,000 to Canberra community organisations to develop 
and deliver services to the broader community and to support social connection and 
community resilience during and after the COVID-19 pandemic.  

These grants were open to all not for profit organisations and are targeted to community 
organisations (including smaller sporting, social clubs, multicultural groups etc) to support 
social connection and engagement. There was great interest for 2019-20 with over 100 
applications received across the two programs.  

This grants process has now concluded, with all $328,00 being provided to 52 community 
organisations. 
 
More information can be accessed via the Community Services Directorate’s website:  
https://www.communityservices.act.gov.au/home/grants 
 
As each grant program is designed to address varying outcomes, the associated guidelines 
and eligibility requirements differ. In recognition of this, a pre-eligibility check is conducted 
as the first step in the grant administration process, as such, some organisations may not 
be eligible and will have their application deemed ineligible by the Grant Assessment Panel.   
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