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Asked by Mr Pettersson:   
 
 
In relation to: Timeline for development and building of an Eating Disorder Rehabilitation Centre in the ACT 
 
Are we thinking of commencing construction when the money starts to flow in, or are we going to wait for 
all the commonwealth money to arrive in ACT coffers before we start building?  
 
 
Mr Rattenbury:  The answer to the Member’s question is as follows:–  
 
The Commonwealth Government has committed to providing $13.5 million over three years to the  
ACT Government for the establishment of an ACT Residential Eating Disorder Treatment Centre (Treatment 
Centre). As per the directions in the Commonwealth Government’s Community Health and Hospitals 
Program (CHHP) Agreement, funding for the Treatment Centre will be made available over three financial 
years between 2021-22 and 2023-24.  
 
The ACTHD intends to start construction once the first portion of the Commonwealth funding is made 
available in 2021-22.  
 
In the meantime, a suitable location and commencement of the build for the Treatment Centre is currently 
being planned. In addition, capacity building, planning and design processes for this new health service will 
continue.  
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THE CHAIR: Thank you. And to a substantive question, at the end of 2018, the government released a 
position statement on eating disorders in the ACT in response to a petition that was lodged initially in the 
Assembly. I was wondering if you could potentially update the committee on what actions have emerged 
from that position statement? 
 
Mr Rattenbury: So I might ask Mr Ord to speak to that as he was involved in both the preparation of policy 
and the follow up.  
 
Mr Ord: Thank you, everyone—thank you, Chair. Can you hear me, Chair? 
 
THE CHAIR: Yes. 
 
Mr Ord: My name is John Ord, I am the Acting Executive Branch Manager of Health Policy. As you referred 
to, Chair, there is, in the 18-19 budget, there was a $2.2 million appropriated for eating disorders support 
services. This includes an expansion of the clinical team, as well as the establishment of a clinical hub. 
Those positions have been recruited this year, I understand.  
 
In addition to eating disorders, there has also been significant development at a commonwealth level. 
Which has really been the result of some significant advocacy from organisations like the Butterfly 
Foundation. And organisations very similar to those. The MBS items have also been extended to enable 
people to receive significant support within general practice, which …(indistinct)…[10.08.01] was not the 
case. 
 
And it was viewed historically as a barrier. In addition, the—as part of the funding package which Dr Moore 
referred to in relation to the youth navigation portal, we have also received—or we will receive $13.5 
million for the establishment of a residential eating disorder in the ACT. Which is based on a model which is 
currently being finalised and the construction has currently been completed in—on the Sunshine Coast in 
Queensland. 
 
THE CHAIR: Sorry, I am confused. The model for the in-patient service is based on a service that is being 
provided on the Sunshine Coast? 
 
Mr Ord: Yes. The model for the—as part of the residential eating disorders investment, which the 
commonwealth has made, there is a model of care for an eating disorder’s residential centre. As well as a 
physical bill which is—the commonwealth is committed to investing in a residential eating disorder centre 
in every state and territory in Australia.  
 
And the model of care for that particular operation of a residential aged care—sorry, a residential eating 
disorder centre, as well as a physical build, is heavily influenced by a building which is currently being 
completed on the Sunshine Coast in Queensland. So the building that was eventually build in the ACT, once 
the funding comes through from the commonwealth, and it will of course have to be (a) absolutely specific 
to the ACT but it is very clear the commonwealth expect that the funding and the development on the 
Sunshine Coast will influence that. 
 
THE CHAIR: Okay. Yes, all right, that makes sense. So the position statement was released at the end of 
2018 and we are recruiting people for some of those commitments now in 2020. When can we expect to 
see the residential centre open its doors in the ACT? 
 
Mr Ord: Well the commonwealth funding for that is $13.5 million and that will come over three years, 
Chair. So I wouldn’t wish to put an absolute date on that at the moment. But in terms of the funding, the 
funding actually only starts in 21-22. So as far as between now and the start of the 21-22 financial year, 
there will be significant planning work understand to ensure that we find a good location. In addition to 
ensure that it also is a good fit and integrates into existing eating disorder services.  
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Mr Rattenbury: So the way I see it, Chair, is that off the back of having to put together out position 
statement here in the ACT, the idea in that position statement, if I put it simply, was to build up capacity in 
the ACT and create somewhat of a stronger specialist team. The commonwealth money was announced 
after the release of that position statement. 
 
And I think that—it really comes as a bonus for us because I think we will spend the next couple of years 
building up our capability and as the commonwealth money comes across the top of that, we will just 
continue to build our capability in the ACT.  
 
THE CHAIR: Okay. I am still just, I guess, hopeful that someone has got a potential year that they think that 
this thing might be open. Are we thinking of commencing construction when the money starts to flow in, or 
are we going to wait for all the commonwealth money to arrive in ACT coffers before we start building? 
 
Mr Rattenbury: Let us take that on notice. But I just cannot think off the top of my head what the timeline 
is for the release of the commonwealth payments. But no, it is not like we need to get all the money in the 
bank before we can start. The commonwealth—as is the case in many of these projects, there will be a 
series of payments and we can start the works to match those payments.  

 


