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Good morning 

I have just been made aware of your enquiry and would like to make a late submission. 

I have had two traumatic experiences in the ACT hospital system: one was at Calvary Public
Hospital while one was at Calvary John James Hospital. 

The first, at Calvary public, occurred in March 2012. It was my first pregnancy. My husband
and I had been full of hopes and dreams for this tiny baby, and were so excited. Unfortunately
we lost the tiny Bub at 6wks. I was extremely distressed and didn’t know what was
happening. I miscarried in the ED toilet. Unfortunately what happened next was regrettable.
The triage nurse couldn’t have cared less about what was occurring. She was very removed
and not at all sympathetic. I was not advised to keep the remains, something I hold guilt about
to this day as I was unable to lay ‘Peanut’ to rest. The removed, clinical behaviour of the
hospital staff was so upsetting and resulted in a lot of upset and potentially trauma. Despite
being a reasonably sick person, I had a fear of going back to Calvary for some years. It
persists today, when I’m transported back to that day anytime I’m at Calvary. 

The second incident occurred when I suffered a stillbirth. I found out about this at my Private
OB office, and she was amazing. However, I was then told to go next door to Calvary John
James to deliver the baby. 
 
That began a nightmare. I was given induction drugs pretty well straight away, but they didn’t
work. For several days I felt like a walking coffin. Induction drugs were changed and labour
soon kicked off. This was a 24 week pregnancy, so we had not had antenatal classes. My
husband and I had no idea how to labour, as the midwives were largely absent due to a
number of emergency C sections occurring. I asked for an epidural as soon as we walked into
the hospital. It was now too late as no one had been checking in on us. Hours passed. We had
almost got to the pushing part before I screamed at my husband to get a midwife. 

So. Almost full labour, under traumatic circumstances, with minimal assistance. I had to
deliver my beloved baby In a normal hospital room as there had been no time to get to the
birthing suite. 

Afterwards, no offer for services such as Heartfelt photography, which we almost found out
about too late. 



I’m still deeply upset by these two different labor’s, and actually had PTSD following the
second delivery. 

Fortunately my third pregnancy resulted in twins and I had a great experience at John James
hospital, which I only returned to due to the brilliance of my OB. 

Thank you for reading my submission. I am writing this in the hope no other mother has to go
through this. 

Deb Braddock 
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