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In April 2018, the Legislative Assembly called on the ACT Government to: 

a) commit to growing social housing stock to at least maintain a minimum 
of 7.1 percent of the ACT’s housing stock as social housing, ie housing 
that is public housing or managed by a not-for-profit organisation and 
where rent is set at a maximum of 25 percent of tenants’ income; 

b) implement policies to further grow the supply of affordable rental 
housing where rent is set at a discount to market, and properties are 
targeted to low and moderate income households; and 

c) provide the Assembly with a report about the ACT’s participation in the 
NHHA during the first sitting period after it is signed, including 
information about: 

i. the methodology used for calculating the level of housing supply 
needed to respond to projected housing demand as part of the 
Territory’s bilateral agreement with the Commonwealth for the 
NHHA; 

ii. which minister(s) and directorate(s) will be responsible for 
conducting this work; and 

iii. initiatives that will contribute to meeting housing supply, as part 
of the Territory’s bilateral agreement with the Commonwealth for 
the NHHA.” 

Social Housing Stock 

The ACT Government is committed to growing and renewing social housing.  

Work is underway to develop a plan for the strategic management of the 
public housing portfolio. This plan will set the long-term strategic vision for 
growth and renewal of public housing in the ACT. The plan continues work 
already commenced under the Public Housing Asset Management Strategy 
2012-17 and the Public Housing Renewal Program to upgrade our housing 
stock, improve tenant outcomes and support the broader renewal of 
Canberra’s city and urban areas.  

The new ACT Housing Strategy, which will be released in 2018, will also set out 
the ACT Government’s commitment to strengthen social housing assistance. 
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Supply of affordable rental housing 

The ACT Government continues to set community housing targets on the 
ACT Government Indicative Land Release Program on an annual basis. The 
most recent targets for 2018-19 were notified on 10 September 2018. The 
annual targets ensure Government land is set aside each year for release to 
registered community housing providers to provide dedicated affordable 
rental properties targeted to low income households.  

The Government’s Affordable Housing Innovation Fund is also funding a 
number of initiatives to increase the supply of affordable rental housing. In the 
first funding round in 2018, Community Housing Canberra (CHC) has received 
$230,000 to establish an affordable rental real estate management model. This 
will encourage private landlords to provide their properties at a discount to 
market rent for lower income households, with the property and tenancy 
management undertaken by CHC. In addition, the Environmental Collective 
Housing Organisation (ECHO) and Smart Urban Villages (SUV) have both 
received funding to support co-housing projects which will incorporate 
affordable housing for low income households – some for purchase and some 
for rent.  

In the second Innovation Fund grant round, projects to increase the supply of 
affordable housing for people escaping family violence, people with disability 
and affordable housing on underutilised community facility land are all likely to 
support additional, targeted affordable rental accommodation. 

The new ACT Housing Strategy will further outline the Government’s policies to 
grow the supply of affordable rental housing targeted to low and moderate 
income households. 

ACT’s participation in the National Housing and Homelessness Agreement 

Commonwealth funding arrangements for social housing and homelessness, 
through the National Partnership Agreement on Homelessness (NPAH) and the 
National Affordable Housing Specific Purpose Payment (NAHSPP), ended on 
30 June 2018. 
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Continued funding from the Commonwealth for homelessness and housing 
services from 1 July 2018 relied on the Territory signing the National Housing 
and Homelessness Agreement (NHHA), including establishing a bilateral 
agreement, and achieving the minimum requirements for funding. 

The ACT is well placed to satisfy the requirements in the multilateral and 
bilateral agreements based on existing housing and homelessness initiatives, 
and because we are in the process of developing a new Housing Strategy that 
will be publicly released in 2018. 

The Chief Minister signed the NHHA in June 2018 and secured $130.7 million to 
provide ongoing funding to local housing and homelessness services through 
the NHHA. 

These services are critical to people in our community, and it is important to 
provide certainty to the service providers through this agreement that social 
housing and homelessness funding levels will be maintained, noting funding 
allocated to homelessness services is ongoing and indexed.  

The NHHA multilateral agreement and the ACT bilateral agreement can be 
viewed on the Council on Federal Financial Relations website. 

Housing supply and demand 

The new agreement requires State and Territory governments to develop a 
housing strategy that indicates the level of housing supply needed to respond 
to projected housing demand. This requirement will be satisfied in the new 
Housing Strategy to be released publicly in 2018. 

The ACT’s methodology used to calculate the level of housing supply needed to 
respond to projected housing demand is based on the approach used by the 
former National Housing Supply Council (which ended in 2013). 

This approach is based on a concept of ‘underlying demand’ that focuses on 
the expected household formation that will be driven by increasing population 
and demographic change. 

The Government aims to meet the underlying demand for houses and units 
and where possible, exceeded, through a combination of government land 
release and planning changes that could support private sector 
redevelopment. 
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This approach is also informed by consideration of the current state of the 
market, which can be strongly influenced by factors such as mortgage interest 
rates and the availability of finance to investors and owner-occupiers. 

Responsible Directorate and Minister 

The development of the NHHA was led by the Commonwealth Treasurer and 
signed by First Ministers. Officials from ACT Treasury worked closely with the 
Community Services Directorate (CSD) and the Environment, Planning and 
Sustainable Development Directorate (EPSDD) in developing the bilateral 
agreement and negotiating with the Commonwealth on the multilateral 
agreement. The reporting requirements and responsibilities under the NHHA 
span across ACT Treasury, CSD and EPSDD. ACT Treasury will coordinate the 
reporting requirements under the NHHA while CSD and EPSDD will be 
responsible for implementing housing and homelessness initiatives. 

As part of the development of the 2018 Housing Strategy, EPSDD, under the 
direction of the Minister for Housing and Suburban Development, will be 
responsible for monitoring housing supply and demand, and developing 
initiatives to respond to housing demand. 

Initiatives that will contribute to increasing housing supply under the bilateral 
agreement 

In supporting the delivery of programs, services and reforms with respect to 
housing, homelessness and housing affordability, the ACT agreed to undertake 
the commitments outlined in the bilateral agreement, which will be supported 
in the new housing strategy. The commitments outlined in the bilateral 
agreement are: 

• Targets for land release. 
o The ACT will set and publish annual targets for provision of public, 

community and affordable housing as part of the Indicative Land 
Release Program. 

• Continue to invest in innovation to support more affordable housing 
options. 

o Deliver the Affordable Housing Innovation Fund to explore and 
test new solutions to increase affordable housing and reduce 
homelessness in the ACT. 
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• Encourage the growth of affordable housing in the private sector.   
o Promotion of an Affordable Home Purchase Registration 

Database. 
o Establishment of Affordable Housing Purchaser Eligibility Criteria 

to require purchasers of dedicated Affordable Homes to meet new 
eligibility criteria to ensure affordable homes are targeted 
effectively. 

• Investigate possible planning and zoning reform to facilitate affordable 
housing projects and improve housing choice. 

o Housing Choices community engagement process and 
Demonstration Housing project. 

• Renewing existing stock of social housing to meet contemporary tenant 
need. 

• Improve viability and growth of social housing. 
• Innovative programs to improve the social housing experience. 

o Improve tenant accessibility and choice through the 
implementation of a digital service delivery platform.   

As you can see, the Government is committed to growing the social housing 
stock and has a number of initiatives in motion to do this. 

 


