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53.13% 297
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17.50% 101
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5.23% 28

91.21% 488

3.55% 19

Q5 1. When NAPLAN testing was introduced in 2008, we were told it
would be a "low stakes" and "light touch" form of assessment. Do you

think it has remained true to that claim?
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TOTAL 535

Yes

No

I don't know

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No

I don't know

9 / 72

AEU Member Survey on NAPLAN and MySchool



0.37% 2

5.23% 28

90.84% 486

3.55% 19

Q6 2. When the MySchool website was launched in 2010, educators
were assured there were sufficient protections in place to prevent

league tables comparing schools being published. How successful do
you believe these protections were?
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4.31% 23

27.34% 146

63.67% 340

4.68% 25

Q7 3. Generally speaking, what is the attitude of students towards
NAPLAN testing?
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2.62% 14

62.55% 334

22.66% 121

12.17% 65

Q8 4. What effect do you think NAPLAN has had on the experience
students have at school?
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7.48% 40

84.49% 452

8.04% 43

Q9 5. Do you believe NAPLAN has improved student outcomes over
the last ten years?
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64.61% 345

19.10% 102

16.29% 87

Q10 6. Do you believe NAPLAN has been harmful?
Answered: 534 Skipped: 45

TOTAL 534

# PLEASE ELABORATE DATE

1 What is the definition of harmful? I feel that some schools focus on teaching to the test and that
valuable learning time is focused on trying to achieve the best NAPLAN results . Students do
not need extra pressure to complete tests particularly in an age where we know more students
are suffering from anxiety and depression. I do believe that having a standardised test that is
administered across Australia where results are NOT published and they are seen as an
additional set of data to inform teaching practice MAY be of benefit. Parents op in for students
to complete the ICAS tests so there must be a need/want from parents.

3/19/2018 7:52 AM

2 Too much emphasis has been placed solely on the results of NAPLAN. I feel that in the eyes of
many, including parents, this is seen as the only data source that shapes their thinking about a
particular school.

3/18/2018 12:57 PM

3 Student well being - not harmful and I do question the stories. I have never met a student
stressed about NAPLAN. Managing of the school - some negative effects - too much focus on
competition.

3/17/2018 3:02 PM

4 I believe that the teaching of core curriculum delivered each year in addition to preparation for
NAPLAN provides the students with the knowledge, skills and understandings needed to
progress to the next year.

3/16/2018 2:52 PM

5 Naplan puts unnecessary stress on students and teachers for little to no reward. 3/16/2018 2:19 PM

6 Placed extra stress on students 3/16/2018 12:41 PM

7 Harmful to ?? 3/16/2018 11:30 AM

8 For some students NAPLAN has been a stressful and anxious event. 3/16/2018 9:08 AM

9 For some individuals perhaps. No evidence of positive outcomes. 3/16/2018 8:18 AM

10 Each year I have students avoiding school on test days, crying during the tests or simply
breaking down half way through and not coming out of a funk for days. Very few enjoy the
experience - even the more academic ones who buy prep books to do at home.

3/15/2018 9:29 PM
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11 Within the ACT, the Education ACT doesn't protect students/ communities from 'league tables'.
The Government should prevent the Canberra Times from continuing to produce these
rankings. If MySchools did not exist, I would be happy to allow my own child to participate in this
form of assessment -- if the data was used internally to drive changing in curriculum delivery/
support to schools. The Commonwealth's involvement in this process to national publish this
data has led myself to believe that I should withdraw my child from this testing when he
commences school and in year 3, 5, 7 and 9. A report to parents that provides a child's
individual score against the state average would suffice to allow parents to discuss their child's
results. Discussion about underperforming schools is not the right direction for this assessment.

3/15/2018 5:51 PM

12 For some students who struggle with this type of assessment/testing it is a way of reiterating
their perceptions of self-failure. It is also clear that some schools deliberately leave some
students out of the testing to improve their overall results with the same effect. Formal testing
such as NAPLAN is only one small part of the puzzle in terms of student success and goes
against the whole notion of Universal Design for learning. Disadvantages some students -one
size fits all approach!

3/15/2018 3:15 PM

13 It facilitates a false indication of how children are performing at school in the minds of many
parents

3/15/2018 11:04 AM

14 I think it has been harmful to their learning experiences because in the weeks/months leading
up to NAPLAN students are being essentially trained in how to do the test. Lessons are
specifically geared to NAPLAN and yet results aren't released until much later in the year,
leaving teachers unable to actually address areas for improvement with students in a timely
manner.

3/15/2018 9:19 AM

15 It could be useful data for staff but the poor timeliness of it and the lack of expertise in analysis
means it has mostly been ignored or used for a political agenda

3/15/2018 8:44 AM

16 I seem to remember that funding has been taken away from some indigenous communities
based on naplan results. It also anglocentric in its content; it doesn't allow for student's different
styles (say from indigeneous communities) nor from EAL/D backgrounds.

3/15/2018 7:56 AM

17 Stress for kids before testing. 3/15/2018 7:54 AM

18 While some students aren't effected others are worried, stressed and concerned about their
results. And it's not just students, parents seem to be very anxious about students grades too.

3/15/2018 7:50 AM

19 Students at the schools I have taught in are asked to focus and do their best but not to feel
pressured.

3/15/2018 7:19 AM

20 Schools place an exorbitant amount of pressure on teaching staff to get "above the magic gold
line" and often resort to passive aggressive and humiliating tactics to get staff to respond. Often
the interventions that schools ask their staff to deliver programs based on traditional teaching
practice and really mean that we do the same thing we've always done with more rigour and
more vigorously. Students feel this pressure and often start to see the tasks of reading, writing,
spelling and maths as indicators of their failings, not places they can enjoy learning and working
in. The prep for NAPLAN is exhausting and begins to reinforce their negative self-thinking.
NAPLAN data has been a method for school leaders to reprimand staff and humiliate them in
whole school meetings about why they have under-performed/out-performed.

3/15/2018 7:18 AM

21 I have seen data go both ways with student results being reported as either being higher or
lower than expected. There are students that were 'lucky' with the selection of their multiple
choice answers and they received a high result. On the other hand, there are children that
experience anxiety or similar conditions that affect their brain functioning when completing
NAPLAN. As a result, their results were lower. I have heard stories from teacher in our system
that were involved in the marking process. They reflected that the papers they marked early in
the afternoon/evening were more fortunate than those marked later in the evening based on
tiredness and fatigue. Teachers were doing the marking after a full day at work. This would
have impacted on the results.

3/15/2018 6:43 AM

22 Students stress about the high stakes testing. I believe that collecting data across a range of
schools can have a positive impact if it is used as a diagnostic assessment. NAPLAN fails at
this purpose. Waiting six months for results means that the data is irrelevant.

3/14/2018 7:35 PM

23 There are many students who develop anxiety around NAPLAN. A lot of pressure can be put on
them to do well over three days out of a whole year of teaching. IT’S NOT WORTH IT!

3/14/2018 7:25 PM

24 NAPLAN is cost intensive money that could be spent on more resources. Teachers get highly
stressed and many students suffer through high anxiety during the NAPLAN testing time.

3/14/2018 7:03 PM

25 Some school leaders and teachers give too much weighting to naplan results and reduce the
attention they give to other critical measures of student learning and school wellbeing. Many
parents have also shifted their focus onto the naplan results of their child, rather than their
child's overall growth. Apart from naplan being harmful to the paradigm of a nurturing education
system, it is a waste of time and money. These resources could be better directed.

3/14/2018 6:24 PM

15 / 72

AEU Member Survey on NAPLAN and MySchool



26 Students in younger years react differently to formal testing and don’t always show their true
abilities. Also testing doesn’t cover any of the arts or sporting abilities and computing skills are a
paper test.

3/14/2018 5:35 PM

27 If the intention is to better inform teachers and their planning for students needs I think there
are much better, faster and more effective ways to collect that data.

3/14/2018 3:36 PM

28 NAPLAN has reinforced that standardised testing is the only thing that parents come into
schools with. The results aren't mailed to parents and I am sick of having to talk about it when
parents don't realise that we only administer the tests, we have nothing to do with the creation.
Students are forced to be part of the lead up and it wastes my time as a professional when
meetings are dedicated to the logistics of running it!

3/14/2018 3:04 PM

29 it courses stress, some parents push there kids some kids do well in one test and in class don't
others do well in class not at test situations

3/14/2018 2:52 PM

30 Naplan has caused extra anxiety for students and teachers which has negatively impacted on
the enjoyment of students at school and therefore their learning retention. It has also put extra
emphasis on some areas of the curriculum, to the detriment of others and the holistic
development of children.

3/14/2018 2:36 PM

31 Students focus on it and panic 3/14/2018 2:16 PM

32 A lot of students become extremely stressed over taking NAPLAN and I believe the test doesn't
provide the government, teachers or parents with an accurate view of the students everyday
performance at school.

3/14/2018 1:57 PM

33 It gives parents a sometimes inaccurate indicator of student performance It places anxious
students under unnecessary pressure and provides many students with an experience of failure
as the tests do not reflect school learning or provide adequate adjustments for individual needs
it provides inaccurate comparisons between schools and misinforms the community about the
programs and capacity of schools to meet indivudal needs

3/14/2018 1:55 PM

34 Parents believing that the results are the be all and end all. Some teachers use NAPLAN to
drive their teaching!

3/14/2018 12:49 PM

35 High levels of anxiety amongst young people is a widely discussed issue across the community.
NAPLAN is premised in part upon an assumption that current levels of literacy and numeracy
are inadequate. As long as NAPLAN continues to draw resources, it inevitably gives credence to
this negative set of assumptions. As NAPLAN results flatline- the inevitable result of any limited
strategy- the continuation of testing promotes the narrative- our students are not goog enough,
and our schools are failing to help them.

3/14/2018 12:44 PM

36 Children feel pressured and when cannot be supported by teachers during the testing, this
impacts negatively on their feelings about themselves and their abilities. Families are also
pressured. children are more anxious about the pressurised testing scenario.

3/14/2018 12:34 PM

37 I have experienced students that I have taught and my own children displaying high levels of
anxiety around NAPLAN. I have also noticed that some parents do not understand the
information summaries that come home following and this can be very misleading and
confusing for parents and students which has a negative impact on their schooling.

3/14/2018 12:19 PM

38 I believe it is harmful to our profession given so much emphasis is placed on it. I believe parents
use it as a weapon to wield for accountability when it is one test on one day.

3/14/2018 10:31 AM

39 Teaching to the test is occurring and is the focus rather than meeting student learning needs 3/14/2018 10:23 AM

40 Its not harmful but it doesn't tell us anything we should already know 3/14/2018 10:14 AM

41 I think it has increased student stress and anxiety while not providing any real benefit to
students. I also think it has led to some 'teaching to the test' practices in schools that have
increased teacher anxiety and contributed to lower job satisfaction with the teaching profession.
The impact of this is pressure on teacher and student wellbeing in schools and higher teacher
attrition.

3/14/2018 10:00 AM

42 Focus on NAPLAN results, educating students to improve scores rather than needed SEL and
cross curricula skills

3/14/2018 9:49 AM

43 At my school at least, everything has become about assessment and test results and how to
improve these scores, which in my understanding is a significant move away from
contemporary educational theory about teaching and learning pedagogy.

3/14/2018 9:16 AM

44 -When the data has been used by schools as a tool to assist in guiding curriculum focus and
delivery, it has been very informative and well received. -When the data is being used to
distinguish where your school has placed against others or as a tool to judge students and
teachers on 'poor' performance, it is counter-productive and harmful to individuals and
communities.

3/14/2018 7:19 AM

45 but i do know some students find it extremely stressful and are concerned with "failure" 3/13/2018 10:33 PM

16 / 72

AEU Member Survey on NAPLAN and MySchool



46 It affects student wellbeing and mental health. Some students get extremely anxious about the
tests. It effects teacher wellbeing due to school pressures to perform well.

3/13/2018 9:03 PM

47 It tests a very narrow set of skills when compared with the wide range of experiences a child is
exposed to at school. The results are then used to compare schools which is unfair and
misleading as every school is very different. There has been very little or no improvement in
students reading levels etc since the test was introduced. Those schools who are found to have
many students who do not perform well are not getting, to my knowledge, any extra funding to
improve literacy and numeracy skills so what is the point in completing this test.

3/13/2018 8:59 PM

48 It's just a waste of time. It means we miss more classes in an already overcrowded curriculum. 3/13/2018 6:11 PM

49 Deficit discourse, politicised, young people don't need to hear these discussions. 3/13/2018 4:10 PM

50 It puts students under pressure. The results have been used to rank schools. NSW is using the
Yr 9 NAPLAN for purposes beyond which it was originally planned.

3/13/2018 4:01 PM

51 Many children get unnecessarily stressed about the tests. NAPLAN provides a snapshot of a
particular time that often isn't even an accurate representation of the child's skills and
capabilities. By the time the tests are marked and the results released the children are no
longer at that place in their learning. Schools waste valuable learning time on practice tests and
analysing data that is inherently flawed.

3/13/2018 3:51 PM

52 Unnecessary pressure on students who are already stressed. Increase focus on outcomes
driven education. Teaches the students that grades are the most important thing worth striving
for and it pits them against each other in a competitive mindset.

3/13/2018 3:49 PM

53 It has been harmful in some ways, while not so much in other ways. In the eyes of certain
parents, NAPLAN is the sole indicator on how their child is doing as well as the school, when in
reality NAPLAN is one medium to collect data.

3/13/2018 3:48 PM

54 The data is being used to compare schools and not focus on individual student growth, 3/13/2018 3:44 PM

55 I don't know. Why don't you collect data on this? 3/13/2018 3:35 PM

56 Anxiety and stress in the lead up to NAPLAN can be traumatic on students. 3/13/2018 3:22 PM

57 It undermines our expertise as teachers. Even though many education experts have voiced
concerns about this standardised test model we were not heard and this test has been rolled
out. This makes us look foolish and ineffective in the publics eye and left to administer a highly
stressful test to students who have a multitude of both educational and emotional needs that are
not being taken into account. We waste valuable class time that could be better spent
supporting our students to grow and succeed according to their individual abilities. It is also a
colossal waste of money which infuriates me when schools are going without essentials like
smart boards, sporting equipment, texts etc.

3/13/2018 3:15 PM

58 I don't think it is harmful, however I am not sure it is being harnessed for its full capability. 3/13/2018 2:55 PM

59 The stress it creates within the school is palpable. 3/13/2018 2:49 PM

60 NAPLAN has adversely affected the teaching going on in classrooms as 'preparation' has taken
time away from the curriculum and has narrowed the focus of what is taught. It has also caused
unnecessary stress on teachers and students. In its original form, as a snapshot, it was useful to
teachers and parents but it should not be used for anything further.

3/13/2018 2:34 PM

61 We have so many stressed students - from pressures placed by parents and schools who use
the results to allow acceptance into high school

3/13/2018 2:20 PM

62 Anxious students, teaching to tests 3/13/2018 2:17 PM

63 The testing causes undue stress to students, parents and teachers. It separates schools and
the media attention NAPLAN has received has caused inappropriate perceptions regarding
each school's efficiency and efforts.

3/13/2018 1:34 PM

64 During parent/teacher meetings I am consistently asked advice on how to get students ready for
NAPLAN in order for better results. My opinion is that my classroom program is best practice so
is the best way to get students ready for NAPLAN. This is not satisfactory for some parents.
Their focus is on NAPLAN results and not the new learning that I am looking for each day. The
children hear this message and it is stressful and harmful. Good students don't always do well at
NAPLAN!!

3/13/2018 1:06 PM

65 NAPLAN is just another test. The only harmful impact comes from schools/leaders/teachers
[and parents] pushing it as a big nasty thing which tells the kids that is what it must be. If we
play it cool, 95% of the kids don't care, they just do it and get on with it.

3/13/2018 12:51 PM

66 Sometimes - students who are academically low, find that it just reinforces that they cant do it.
They tend to disengage.

3/13/2018 12:38 PM

67 I don't know if it has been harmful to all students, but I do think it has been harmful to what we
prioritize in school. We have more emphasis on literacy and numeracy teaching, out of context
to what students want to learn. It has also made teachers be in the spotlight and not fairly
represented.

3/13/2018 12:14 PM
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68 It has created a test mindset, that creates stress based learning situations, parents put the
wrong emphasis on it and do not understand how it should be used. It is a window in time but
has very little impact on everyday teaching, once the results are received by schools, then we
can to make changes and adjustments within the school to support students but it has to big an
impact on the over attitude to teaching and become results driven.

3/13/2018 11:40 AM

69 Schools stop learning for that whole week. Student are put in pressure situations in which we
find we have to work hard for a number of weeks following to reengage students with their
learning.

3/13/2018 11:33 AM

70 I think Year 3 children are too young to be put in a test situation. money used for NAPLAN could
be used to improve learning assistance and extension programs within schools. We rarely get
surprises by student results - we know where kids are without NAPLAN.

3/13/2018 11:17 AM

71 Stress levels of teacher and students and parents 3/13/2018 10:54 AM

72 I feel that it has depended on the school involved. If a school has been using it as a diagnostic
tool to inform teacher research and practice - and they have effectively communicated this to
their students, then it has likely had a positive, rather than a harmful effect. If schools have been
placing too great an emphasis NAPLAN results, communicating high stakes to their students
and "teaching to the test" then it has likely had a harmful effect on student learning growth.

3/13/2018 10:44 AM

73 In regards to causing unnecessary stress to perform in the testing and the 'labeling' of some
schools when whole school results are released.

3/13/2018 7:25 AM

74 It has significantly narrowed the curriculum and seriously segmented the primary school
experience of inquiry and making links and connections between learning areas.

3/12/2018 11:55 AM

75 there is extra pressure on teachers AND students with no positive results to be seen. 3/9/2018 1:19 PM

76 To many schools focus on teaching the test not on genuinely teaching students needs. Many
schools bench their lower academic students to improve the overall view of the school. There is
too much focus on a test and what it "means".

3/9/2018 12:41 PM

77 It has created the 'league table effect', with families choosing schools based on NAPLAN
results, rather than looking at the whole education package offered at their local/zoned school.
This further diminishes low NAPLAN score achieving schools, with reluctance by teachers to
apply for positions at these schools and often workload/stress issues resulting from the loss of a
critical mass of 'middle of the road', emotionally and behaviourally stable students whose
parents choose to send them elsewhere.

3/9/2018 12:34 PM

78 Yes, I believe it places unnecessary stress on students who are given a ranking. 3/9/2018 12:29 PM

79 The pressure on teachers to teach to the test and the levels of anxiety amongst students to do
well has been detrimental across the board

3/9/2018 11:07 AM

80 I am on the fence with this one. I think for students who are below standard, sometimes it can
be quite confronting, but for staff it can be another good measure of how students are going
against the standards with no staff assistance.

3/9/2018 10:56 AM

81 While i think the league table comparisons are superficial, I do appreciate having the data
available to monitor where my students are at in regards to literacy and numeracy. So to me,
there is both good and bad coming from NAPLAN.

3/9/2018 10:55 AM

82 Media use of the data posted on the Myschool website was detrimental to low performing
schools and their communities. These schools now had public data to reinforce already
prevalent misconceptions about the quality of education provided to students in low socio-
economic areas. Additionally, the Myschools data only gave a limited snapshot of the
educational experiences provided in these schools, failing to take into account things such as
social and emotional support, confidence and leadership programs, access to community
programs etc

3/9/2018 10:45 AM

83 Too much focus on the test at the start of the year at the expensive of learning - even when
trying to embed it in the classwork. Students find it stressful and it is taking away from the time
and resources we should be putting into more useful skills such as collaborative learning and
information literacy.

3/9/2018 9:47 AM

84 Caused a lot of stress in students, particularly those who are already anxious. Takes a lot of
time away from teaching - lead up trials and the actual test.

3/9/2018 9:23 AM

85 NAPLAN is unnecessary stress on students. It is a one day snapshot on how the student is
going but the results are not portrayed in this way. Teachers are expected to waste time and
teach to the test.

3/9/2018 8:39 AM

86 Schools teach to Naplan and waste what otherwise would be Australian Curriculum lessons 3/9/2018 8:14 AM

87 Sets up students to fail through even more competitive exercises. 3/9/2018 8:09 AM

88 I wouldn't necessarily say that NAPLAN has been harmful, but I feel it has placed a lot of
pressure on students and a lot of unnecessary stress.

3/9/2018 7:52 AM
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89 There is a mixture of feelings students have towards NAPLAN. Some students have a
tremendous amount of stress associated with the test. Some think the test will determine their
placement on their future. Other students are so disheartened by the test they act out during the
test or speak negatively about the test so they don't look "dumb" to their fellow students.

3/9/2018 7:34 AM

90 This is a loaded question. I think that surveys should be carefully written to elicit more
responsible and accurate answers.

3/9/2018 7:33 AM

91 Most students seem to not care much about it and just do it as a necessary part of school. The
students who are worried about it tend to avoid Naplan. For some students its not the test which
is the problem but sitting quietly for an extended periods of time.

3/9/2018 7:29 AM

92 I do not think NAPLAN has a long term impact. It makes the students stressed in the short term
as they are worried about the test.

3/9/2018 7:24 AM

93 Much increased stress in students Students judging selves/abilities based on results Time
taken away from working through real learning experiences and engaging with the curriculum
Some schools investing a great deal of time in 'teaching' Naplan due to reflection of school
outcomes esp now with MySchools

3/9/2018 7:19 AM

94 stress 3/9/2018 7:12 AM

95 It causes students a lot of stress. Also, results (without explanation and consideration of other
data) causes parents to be alarmed.

3/8/2018 7:06 PM

96 To a degree yes... it has influenced people’s decisions on where they send their kids. Some
parents use this as a sole source to how a school performs. I have been blamed for a students
poor performance in naplan.

3/8/2018 5:05 PM

97 I have seen students have meltdowns before, during and after assessment; parents compete
with each other over their child’s grades and have been personally subjected to intense
questioning by principals as to why students haven’t performed better. I have spent hours in
“PD” identifying the areas of need (where the students have performed poorly) and in
discussions about what the teachers are going to do to fix it with no additional support in the
classroom. I have had to defend my own and colleague’s reputation as hard working employees
and have listened to schools I have worked in be identified as low performing on the radio and
newspaper. I have also been put under pressure to heavily teach to the test from week 1 in term
1 through to the actual NAPLAN testing week; with no better results

3/8/2018 4:33 PM

98 Students are all at different academic levels and to assume that they are all at the same levels
is ridiculous. The whole basis of teaching is teaching to the ability of the child and by testing
them with all the same questions goes against differentiation. Also the fact that some students
have leaning difficulties that limit them to be able to write/sit for long periods, the language used
for those with EALD or those that have understand of the concept but can't translate that to
print, NAPLAN limits all of those students abilities to be able to be successful.

3/8/2018 4:25 PM

99 I believe that NAPLAN testing needs to be looked at in the light of goal such as improving
student mindset about testing in general and having a go at testing system. If it is going to be
competitive and becoming a stressful event for students and schools, it is not useful.

3/8/2018 4:13 PM

100 Student anxiety Reputation of school impacted without full demographic context 3/8/2018 3:38 PM

101 As a parent it was good to see how my children were going in the areas that were tested. Their
school, and the school I work in, did not obsess about NAPLAN success (or at least not in a
way that was apparent to students). The whole league table and media focus on schools'
successes (however they are measured) aspect is not good.

3/8/2018 3:13 PM

102 Too much pressure on students and teachers. Only caters for students who are good at test
taking and there is nothing in place for others.

3/8/2018 2:22 PM

103 Schools are teaching to the test whether they admit to it or not. We should be focussing on
thinking skills.

3/8/2018 10:44 AM

104 Students are highly stressed about the test, the conditions of the test and the results. 3/8/2018 8:13 AM

105 Self esteem; public perceptions of schools 3/8/2018 7:08 AM

106 Students bring a high level of stress with them to these assessments. Family pressure to do
well. Parents wanting their child to participate even if it is well outside of their current ability.

3/8/2018 6:03 AM

107 NAPLAN testing puts students under stress and encourages students and parents to focus on
test results instead of fostering a sense of curiosity and a love of learning.

3/7/2018 9:45 PM

108 It has become a tool of measuring students and teachers worth. 3/7/2018 8:21 PM
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109 I have seen numerous students experiencing heightened anxiety in the lead up to NAPLAN. My
own daughter was highly anxious before sitting her first NAPLAN, and at my school I know of
several Year 3 students who are already worrying about 'doing well' on NAPLAN this year. In
the past I have also seen students in tears because they are so worried about their
performance on the tests prior to commencing them. I have also seen Year 2 students in my
class being drilled in NAPLAN preparation at home by their families. These students have
already expressed their 'need' to do well in the following year.

3/7/2018 7:22 PM

110 With teachers and parents focusing on performing for the narrow range of skills tested by
NAPLAN, there is little time for other, more meaningful teaching.

3/7/2018 6:51 PM

111 It has pushed teachers to have to change their pedagogy in order to ensure that students are
prepared for the tests.

3/7/2018 6:46 PM

112 Many of my year five students have become stressed by this. One even believed it would
impact on his career options. I have had conversations with parents who have made choices
about which school to send their students to because of NAPLAN results. I have also seen a
number of teachers "teaching to the test" and my nephew was asked not to come to school on
the NAPLAN testing day.

3/7/2018 3:25 PM

113 Schools are judged by a very narrow test. It is not the reality of school assessment or a learning
program for the other 39 weeks of a year. It provides schools with very little usable data as it is
so disjointed from everything else that we do.

3/7/2018 2:56 PM

114 Stress it creates in students, valuable class time lost in preparing for and administering the test 3/7/2018 2:38 PM

115 Stress and higher anxiety levels of students during this time are evident 3/7/2018 2:26 PM

116 Students are assessed using an unfamiliar methodology. It is a random interruption to their
second term and doesn't appear to give very much insight into why a child may be succeeding
or struggling, it just states that they are!

3/7/2018 2:22 PM

117 It's a mix - for some students, it is a source of immense stress, and for all of the school, it's a
source of huge disruption. For some, they seem to not mind. I don't think many kids actually
gain anything from it.

3/7/2018 2:18 PM

118 Regular large scale testing helps prepare the students for similar experiences in later
education.

3/7/2018 2:06 PM

119 Seeing schools asking young students writing persuauaive texts over and over in an effort to
get them 'ready'. In some cases I think there is a real danger of students being turned OFF
writing!

3/7/2018 1:52 PM

120 I think harmful is a strong term but it has had an impact in some areas - particularly the way the
Canberra Times reports it and targets schools.

3/7/2018 1:44 PM

121 High stress, one test opportunity in a developmentally inappropriate format. It is not culturally
inclusive and lacks contradicts the curriculum. We teach in context however, we assess out of
context.

3/7/2018 1:22 PM

122 Mass standardised testing is a political tool and not a pedagogical tool. Schools and teachers
'test', or better put asses teachers all the time from which they ascertain the necessary
information to suit the student's progression. The evidence suggests that too many schools do
teach to the test which means impoverished teaching and diminished strategies for
engagement. Further more it has 'educated' the parents and the public that schools and
teachers are to be held in suspicion, that we have been failing, and that we cannot deliver what
the elite schools do particularly. In some respects this has been an obstacle to building
productive relationships with parent communities, especially when the minister responsible
encouraged parents to have 'robust' discussions with their schools it has politicised education in
the worst and negative sense. NAPLAN is a marketing tool for those who can most rest on their
laurels, the high performing schools and league tables. It is used to stream students; it is used
to eliminate and sort students in negative ways; it has become the sole, universal clumsy
measure of everything educational. After 10 years it has not improved anything. it has been one
of the key measure of what is considered 'evidence-based' good practice. Its purpose was nit
an educational tool but a measure of teacher performance. It is contradictory to the rhetoric of
improved approaches to personalised learning. It is very disruptive to teaching practices
because it involves at least one-tenth two-tenths of a school year in testing activities.

3/7/2018 1:16 PM

123 In itself not really. Much depends on the child, parent opinion/anxiety and the way the school or
teacher places emphasis at the time. Respect for all learning and education throughout the year
rather than one slice in one week.

3/7/2018 1:10 PM

124 Working with students that become very anxious is not at all pleasant. 3/7/2018 1:10 PM

125 Anxious kids. Anxious parents who don't understand the 'one test on one day' theory. Schools
cope a lot of extra pressure and communication (mostly negative) from parents.

3/7/2018 12:51 PM

126 causes unnecessary levels of stress and anxiety. 3/7/2018 12:42 PM
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127 Naplan has improved outcomes as teachers teach to the Naplan structure. Schools focus the
next year on the data to improve student results. Many students become stressed at Naplan
time and this can result in undesirable behaviours.

3/7/2018 12:40 PM

128 Particularly the writing test within NAPLAN I have found harmful. Teachers teach writing as a
process, that can not be completed in and hour for primary aged students. Students are
expected to complete a polished piece of work, which is not realistic. Also, with NAPLAN going
online this year I am concerned for primary aged students their ability to navigate a computer
will impact on their test results.

3/7/2018 12:35 PM

129 On a macro level NAPLAN produces a bunch of statistical data which is used for decision
making. Unfortunately the data is analysed in poor ways, and so decisions are made on poor
analysis, making them poor decisions. On a micro level, school stress, teacher stress, parent
stress, student stress, teaching to the test, etc., etc.

3/7/2018 12:04 PM

130 Its a one size fits all test that does not cater for differing learning styles. 3/7/2018 12:00 PM

131 Stress and anxiety is full on for many kids 3/7/2018 11:44 AM

132 It is being used for the complete opposite of what it was designed for NAPLAN was designed to
identify schools in America for closure. Its purpose is to highlight under-performance, not to
show student growth. NAPLAN is not indicative of the learning that students have done as it is a
nationwide assessment and not every student is taught the content in the same order and the
same way, it is grossly unfair. NAPLAN is also being used to identify teacher performance, if it is
to be used in such a way then let the teachers take the test to see if they know the content, we
cannot make students learn and we can also not make them all the retain the content they are
all individuals and NAPLAN treats them like they are all the same.

3/7/2018 11:07 AM

133 Not necessarily to the students, but to the teachers, schools and communities. It has created an
anxiety and a level of keeping up with the Jones attitude amongst parents and schools which
can unbalance the ethos of a school and undermine its place in the community.

3/7/2018 11:05 AM

134 For some students it creates anxiety. For others, the test feels quite disconnected from their
regular classwork. The information obtained via the testing is not an accurate picture of student
skills and performance, yet the emphasis placed upon the test does not highlight this. Far too
many schools are teaching to the test, which takes away from ongoing formative assessment of
the skills which NAPLAN tests.

3/7/2018 10:51 AM

135 I think league tables and what the Canberra times publishes is damaging to schools and
students. Parents are basing their decisions about what school to send their child on average
scores for NAPLAN. In the aCT I have seen the rise of selective schooling. Private schools are
only taking the best NAPLAN performers and it is the same with Canberra, Deakin and
Lyneham high.

3/7/2018 10:50 AM

136 It is unnecessary and wastes the time of teachers who must prepare students for it. Learning
outcomes have not been improved.

3/7/2018 10:39 AM

137 I have had students been sent home in the week preceding NAPLAN because they were
overcome emotionally by stress. One said she was too stupid to do it and wanted to be
excused. Teachers feel personally accountable for their students' results and this leads to a
great deal of shame and anxiety around NAPLAN testing and results analysis. Socially NAPLAN
results are used to incorrectly dissect teachers' performance and rank schools. Prospective
parents and even staff check NAPLAN data to gauge a school's reputation. It's universally
harmful to everyone involved.

3/7/2018 10:34 AM

138 i believe that without NAPLAN we would not be able to provide evidence of areas of need eg for
Indigenous students in regional areas. i also think it helps taechers share a common
understanding of achievemnt aimed at in aprticular stages of educatuion. Tt could help us direct
resources to aid teachers eg mathematical understanding in primary school.

3/7/2018 10:25 AM

139 stress levels elevated, EALD students have major difficulties, doesn't reflect the culture in Aust
schools

3/7/2018 10:21 AM

140 Kids are nervous. The test does not test everything. There is oh so much that is not testable
that is valuable and expected in Primary Schools - Qualitative work.

3/7/2018 10:14 AM

141 Teacher now have added pressure to teach to the test. They spend so much time concentrating
on Naplan topics so the school will fare well.

3/7/2018 10:11 AM

142 Anxiety, trauma, not a true indication of students capabilities. Does not cater to all learning
needs.

3/7/2018 10:04 AM

143 Taking any time out of a packed curriculum is never beneficial. 3/7/2018 9:57 AM

144 It creates undue stress for students and teachers and stops authentic valuable learning from
happening in the classroom for large chunks of time.

3/7/2018 9:46 AM

145 The outcomes of this test is high stakes for a school and I see a lot of evidence from my own
children's school that teachers are spending a lot of time preparing students for the test.

3/7/2018 9:32 AM
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146 Teachers are teaching to the test to improve NAPLAN results for the school. Results for
NAPLAN are put up on display at staff meetings and there is an implied pressure put on
teachers to make sure they address content so results will be improved in NAPLAN.

3/7/2018 9:15 AM

147 Focus on standardised testing on a limited area of the curriculum has taken away the emphasis
that school is about learning to learn (and enjoying the achievement of mastery) and learning to
socialise/work in teams.

3/7/2018 9:12 AM

148 The amount of pressure put onto students to succeed in NAPLAN tests has caused increased
levels of anxiety and other mental health issues.

3/7/2018 9:11 AM

149 Levels of increased anxiety in primary students. 3/7/2018 9:02 AM

150 Anxiety of both students and staff has been an issue across a number of schools I have worked
in-both primary and secondary. Teaching writing via 'death by scaffold' has not developed the
writing skills of students nor created a love of writing.

3/7/2018 8:51 AM

151 NAPLAN in its current form can place undue stress on students in a test environment. 3/7/2018 8:48 AM

152 Comparison tables are harmful to reputations...complete nonsense that feeds into gossip 3/7/2018 8:47 AM

153 It has lowered confidence in some students, alarmed parents, caused anxiety in others (
parents and students), is a burden on the teachers administering it and having to counsel
anxious students. Some students even miss three whole days of schooling to avoid the testing
sessions. It is an arbitrary snap shot of how students are performing on one day. Year 7
students have been placed in Support classes when they get to high school based on previous
NAPLAN results. Often some students do not actually need extra support - they just don't do
well on/ don't like tests, especially externally demanded tests of which their teachers have no
control of the content or marking. Having to expalin anomalous results to parents also causes
harm as it can make the everyday teacher look at odds with the NAPLAN results.

3/7/2018 8:36 AM

154 Naplan creates a competitive environment that is not beneficial to student learning. 3/7/2018 8:21 AM

155 we use naplan results along with other testing to assess our students for extension or support
in their work.

3/7/2018 8:15 AM

156 stressful for all, waste of time 3/7/2018 8:11 AM

157 It depends on the student, their guardians and the school and how much pressure and
importance they place on it.

3/7/2018 8:03 AM

158 Don't get me started.... Mental wellbeing for all stakeholders, wasted time in preparation, I could
add more but don't want to ramble.

3/7/2018 7:58 AM

159 Teachers are pressured to spend more time teaching to NAPLAN testing formats than teaching
the curriculum or engaging students; and students who under-perform in NAPLAN, especially
those with learning disabilities, are regularly 'encouraged' to be absent from school during
NAPLAN testing.

3/7/2018 7:19 AM

160 NAPLAN is harmful to some students who are performing well below the standards of their
peers and they are then required to sit the tests which makes them feel even worse about the
fact they are struggling with work from their year level.

3/7/2018 7:07 AM

161 It places a lot of stress on the students for one so called "snapshot" 3/7/2018 6:58 AM

162 Although we don't teach to the test, we have to teach the students how to do the test. Our Term
1 program now has to be dedicated to 2 main text types. Although everyone says that it is only a
snapshot (which it is), parents, many principals and teachers put a lot of weight on the results.
Teachers of Years 3 and 5 in primary are held accountable to differing degrees if results are
lower than expected. The results do not come back soon enough to be useful to the current
year's teachers. Today in the newspaper is a league table of the best results which is exactly
the problem with the My Schools website.

3/7/2018 6:39 AM

163 we are now chasing our tail to improve where NAPLAN shows gaps at the detriment of other
subjects. Principals rely heavily on the data to shape school strategic plans.

3/7/2018 6:24 AM

164 unnecessary anxiety levels increased - stories of children in year 5 wetting the bed when they
hadn't for years. Added teacher pressure to ensure students are prepared for and feel ready to
take the test.

3/7/2018 6:10 AM

165 On the mental health and well being of some students and the staff directly involved 3/7/2018 5:33 AM

166 It can place undue stress on individuals as well as collectively (where schools place pressure
on students to perform, lest they drag the schools’ overall results down)

3/6/2018 9:43 PM

167 Students are anxious and parents use it as bragging rights. I have a student in Year 9 and his
response what do we gain from trying our best. In my experience students are over being
tested. Teachers spend more time preparing students for how to do a test than teaching. This
process completely goes against the Melbourne Declaration and Australian Curriculum. It has
totally knocked the creative thinking out of children. I am totally horrified with the idea of the
writing task being completed and marked via ICT

3/6/2018 8:14 PM
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168 It is just a test at a specific time; and not considering the overall school learning experience of
students.

3/6/2018 7:35 PM

169 I taught a year 5 class. I was constantly trying to help students work through their anxiety
leading up to NAPLAN. The pressure it puts on students does not support Australia's view on
teaching. The lead up to NAPLAN was stressful and my teaching was not valuable. The
feedback I was given from my school was to get the cohort as ready as possible for NAPLAN as
their year 3 results were below average.

3/6/2018 7:14 PM

170 It can be harmful if teachers believe they need to start teaching toward it to improve their
schools scores. I have seen this come at the expense of other tried and proven, valuable
learning experiences.

3/6/2018 5:45 PM

171 students experience stress. Perfectionists struggle, lower performing students struggle.
Teaches bare the brunt if the year has bad results and for the first few months students are
immersed in NAPLAN practice or preparation with other curriculum suffering. The pressure on
students and their grade teachers is staggering. All for a test that marks performance on the
day. Oh, let me add online testing - WORST IDEA EVER. kids struggle with pen and paper how
on earth are they going to cope with time limits and typing. (Tested this with year 2 students at
the end of one year - a switched on IT savy student did okay - but their writing did not represent
what they could do with pen and paper - HATE NAPLAN - worst thing.

3/6/2018 5:31 PM

172 We don't place any significance on it so the students fell the same. It is something but not
everything.

3/6/2018 5:10 PM

173 Harmful to some students who are naturally anxious. Harmful to some teachers who see it as a
stressful experience when some parents put too much importance on it and have expectations
that are unrealistic. Harmful to the school because of community expectations and they never
know the 'full story' about the backgrounds of students who sit NAPLAN.

3/6/2018 5:08 PM

174 The jury is out on this. For our students there are some who definitely don't take it seriously. I
haven't observed any first hand responses from students saying they have been harmed. The
most common negative response it that they don't care.

3/6/2018 5:03 PM

175 For a some students it is harmful because it is proof of what "they cannot do". It is deficit based.
I am looking forward to the adaptive online version which enables children to show what they
can do. I think NAPLAN data can effectively drive school improvement.

3/6/2018 4:44 PM

176 Naplan has been hijacked- teachers feel pressured to "teach Naplan and "test Naplan as one
should test what you teach and teach what you test. Naplan is only one moment or snap shot of
one performance. I have been a relief teacher for many years (2002) and have been a relief on
class for Naplan practice. In my opinion Naplan is teaching to a test.

3/6/2018 4:17 PM

177 I know that Literacy and Numeracy results have become the touchstone for schools, often to
what appears to be the detriment of other positive aspects of curriculum and schooling. While it
has increased the accountability of teachers and schools, I sometimes feel that students are the
losers in the long run. The curriculum is narrowing and therefore for some students their
experiences of other things has been critically altered (especially for those whose learning
experiences outside school are somewhat restricted)

3/6/2018 4:14 PM

178 Not harmful but not achieving the goals it was intended to. It has altered the way teachers
deliver material, content, ways they teach so they can tick all the boxes rather than relate
personally to the teaching/learning process of the child.

3/6/2018 4:00 PM

179 Hi levels of anxiety amongst staff and students, many parents comment on students drop in
health and enthusiasm during NAPLAN testing. In my 15 years experience I have collected
reams of evidence showing the tests do not give a true indication of what students can achieve -
especially in writing as no writer ever completes a decent imaginative or persuasive text in 30-
40 minutes. yet we are told to use NAPLAN results as part of students assessment during
report writing.

3/6/2018 3:37 PM

180 Anxious students and as a parent of primary school age students have found it very traumatic 3/6/2018 3:28 PM

181 A comparison of NAPLAN and PISA shows that since the introduction of NAPLAN PISA results
have declined. This is because NAPLAN has a narrow focus and has been used to judge
schools. NAPLAN needs a broad diagnostic focus that generates data that is useful to teachers

3/6/2018 3:16 PM

182 It could increase anxiety levels. It may be Ok for students who can do tests but not all can
perform at their best like this

3/6/2018 3:06 PM

183 NAPLAN itself is not harmful, but become harmful when results are released outside of schools
to be read by people who don't understand the complexities of what children learn, how they
learn, and everything that schools are expected to develop in young people. The results of one
standardised test can be used ALONG with other measures to provide data to ultimately
improve student outcomes, but this one set of tests has become a political tool to appease
voters who want something really complex distilled down to something simple..

3/6/2018 3:05 PM
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184 Some parents will not send their children to schools that perform poorly in NAPLAN but have an
excellent educational program. They send there child to a school that teaches the NAPLAN test
constantly in the classroom and score well in NAPLAN but have an inferior educational
program. NAPLAN scores alone can be misleading.

3/6/2018 3:00 PM

185 The media and parents have put too much emphasis on individual students results. 3/6/2018 2:50 PM

186 It stresses students and to a lesser degree parents. It also labels school’s inappropriately and
with negative effects.

3/6/2018 2:45 PM

187 Whilst I believe there is usefulness for the data we get from the NAPLAN results in the way it
can inform us of where gaps in knowledge are, I know that many (but not all) children suffer
nerves, anxiety and simply don't want to do the testing. I feel it has been harmful for teachers
and whole child education as it has become the norm to 'teach to the test' without actually
saying that's what you're doing. I also see that often children who do poorly because they are
having an off day for whatever reason, feel that this is a lasting impression of their overall
academic ability as such a big deal is made out of it in arenas other than school.

3/6/2018 2:42 PM

188 Students, parents and teachers have been stressed unnecessarily by the process which many
people think affects their children's individual future. Many students have simply tried to avoid
the experience by being absent or not complying with the process. Overall not a lot of
meaningful feedback for parents or children.

3/6/2018 2:42 PM

189 It reduces the education of students down to quantifiable factors, which promotes a simplified
view of teaching This has lead to increased workloads for teachers and students as only
numerical evidence - exit scores, school averages, etc - is counted as legitimate.

3/6/2018 2:38 PM

190 If appropriate ajustments are made for particular students with special needs. Also if
recommendations from LD taskforce, about improving experience and usefulness for student
with specific learning disorders are implemented. A number of students report enjoying the
experience of NAPLAN. It is important that the assessment information, is one of the sources of
assessment information and informs intervention and follow-up.

3/6/2018 2:29 PM

191 It tests students at a point in time and does not encapsulate them as a whole. It’s is testing the
mainstream student without differentiation.

3/6/2018 2:18 PM

192 Schools and parents are concerned with the results in the league tables. What is taught in the
classroom has changed and children are being short changed a rich and varied curriculum over
the tight "what's in the test" curriculum. Children get stressed unnecessarily.

3/6/2018 2:15 PM

193 Preparing students for formal test conditions in Primary school through NAPLAN is beneficial to
their learning later in life. This is what the emphasis should be on, not the results.

3/6/2018 10:33 AM

194 Harmed school reputation and caused student/family stress 3/5/2018 6:20 AM

195 -Teachers teach to the test rather than in an authentic way ie: Inquiry pedagogy -Students get
stressed and parents put a lot of weight on a Schools results. -Principals of low scoring school
are named and shamed. -The tests are not even based on the Australian Curriculum so things
are being tested that haven't even been taught yet.

3/4/2018 9:11 PM

196 Students get stressed at NAPLAN time because of pressure from parents and newspapers. Our
teachers are very laid back about the test and treat it as another day. Ridiculous newspaper
reporting has sent parents into a frenzy for no reason and many are comparing schools unfairly.

3/4/2018 2:07 PM

197 Questions 4 and 6 are difficult to answer as the effect has been different on different students.
In some cases I think students have suffered stress and anxiety before & during NAPLAN
testing, which is definitely harmful and diminishes their experience of school, but for many
students it's just another task that is taken in their stride.

3/2/2018 6:56 PM

198 NAPLAN has just become an obligation and has created further pat on the backs for schools
doing well and bricks for those who don't. It has created a culture and notion of 'good' and
'undesirable' schools.

3/2/2018 3:17 PM

199 School's have become focused on improving numeracy and literacy at the expense of other
areas of the curriculum.

3/2/2018 1:40 PM

200 It has certainly place undue pressures on people. Many teachers feel anxious about preparing
students, school leaders feel pressure about results and many students feel anxious about
completing the assessments. I understand the place of moderated assessment and basic skills
testing but the emphasis is wrong.

3/2/2018 1:05 PM

201 There are more ways/different ways that are less public that you can collect data to create
change. i think the change that i have seen at my school is from teacher improvement not for
doing a test

3/2/2018 1:01 PM

202 Introduced further stress into young minds, reinforces in low ability students that they are
'dumb', increase workload on teachers to meet 'targets' which means resources are not
allocated appropriately: the most important resource is more staff to cater for ALL students
equitably.

3/2/2018 9:47 AM

24 / 72

AEU Member Survey on NAPLAN and MySchool



203 Teaching to the test, which is what a system like Naplan promotes, will always be harmful.
Students require experiential learning to develop and extend their existing knowledge.

3/2/2018 9:46 AM

204 students get anxious and worry a little. we are having to give time to practise to the test. 3/2/2018 9:19 AM

205 The concern over results has diminished much of the creativity of learning. There is a teach to
the test mentality in many schools that pervades (and Invades) much teaching and learning.

3/2/2018 7:49 AM

206 Unnecessary anxiety for a pointless and irrelevant test. 3/2/2018 7:44 AM

207 It has created a stigma of failure for those schools that perform badly at Naplan in the eyes of
the community.

3/1/2018 3:40 PM

208 School executives become preoccupied with NAPLAN results and order targeted teaching of
concepts. Obviously we want all students to learn, but that learning should be in context so that
the student gains a deep understanding and can apply it to more than a NAPLAN test.

3/1/2018 1:44 PM

209 Students who are making progress but not meeting benchmarks feel discouraged and feel their
effort has been for nothing

3/1/2018 1:34 PM

210 The government use NAPLAN as an excuse to tread on teachers and talk about their
proficiency when the test does not accurately represent neither the teachers proficiency or the
students abilities. It is a one day snapshot. It also serves as a tool for government to smear
public schools and excuse themselves from providing the adequate funding and support public
schools need. Parents and prospective enrolments are also using this useless inaccurate tool to
determine if their local school is "worthy" enough for their child or if they should send their child
to a private school who is a burden on the PUBLIC pocket.

3/1/2018 1:17 PM

211 A number of students are anxious about NAPLAN from the start of term 1 and I have had
students say that ifI don’t do well in NAPLAN (in yr5) I won’t get a job after I leave school.

3/1/2018 12:02 PM

212 School has become "teaching to the test", rather than "learning how to learn". 3/1/2018 10:44 AM

213 teaching to the test is now common. Some schools use Year 9 results to talk students out of
tertiary packages at college which has a huge impacts on student stress levels and their future

3/1/2018 10:32 AM

214 Creating anxiety for teachers and students, negatively impacting teaching practices in the lead
up to NAPLAN each year.

3/1/2018 10:16 AM

215 Harmful in terms of the time it takes away from teachers to teach in an already crowded
curriculum. Also, in terms of the time teachers have to spend 'teaching to the test' and giving
practice tests to prepare the students. School results are also impacted on by students
intentionally failing the tests - bringing the whole school results down and causing workload for
those schools to analyse, explain and justify their results.

3/1/2018 9:55 AM

216 It has drawn attention to some widespread gaps within teaching but at a significant cost of many
schools 'teaching to the test' - very thinly disguised and causing stress for teachers.

3/1/2018 8:42 AM

217 It does affect some students, but I don't think it affects the majority. I think that most take it in
their stride and try their hardest on it. However, we as a school do not place great emphasis on
it.

3/1/2018 8:35 AM

218 TO those students who already have a negative view of their learning. We try so hard to
celebrate student growth and support these kids and when NAPLAN comes and we are unable
to support them, they feel like failures again. Some students are very anxious and stressed and
also teachers feel a great deal of pressure for students to do well to meet school targets etc.

3/1/2018 8:34 AM

219 some students and parents place too much emphasis on the results. Leads to high anxiety and
stress

3/1/2018 8:07 AM

220 Children are put through a hard week regardless of the measures the school puts in place to
reduce stress. The individual reports can have a negative impact on the children's self image
and are of no real value for teachers and their planning for learning. A lot of resources (mostly
valuable teacher time) are put into the administration of these tests and we see little value from
those spent resources.

3/1/2018 7:54 AM

221 Stressed students, parents and teachers. A narrow focus on preparing for these tests is taking
time away from other lessons and teaching areas.

3/1/2018 7:54 AM

222 It impacts on quality teaching as teachers are so concerned about teaching certain text types. It
is not an accurate assessment and causes anxiety in both students and teachers.

3/1/2018 7:30 AM

223 Stress and anxiety for students and teachers 3/1/2018 3:05 AM

224 On individuals-not all students. I have seen students become extremely stressed by the test
situation in year 3.

2/28/2018 9:54 PM

225 It increases anxiety levels in students and this in turn can increase negative behaviour in the
classrooms. Additionally students feel too much pressure to do well, thus increasing the feel of
failure leading to low self worth.

2/28/2018 8:58 PM

226 The rise in anxiety amongst the students before NAPLAN can’t be a coincidence. Too much
emphasis is placed on it by uninformed parents and the media

2/28/2018 8:02 PM
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227 Puts pressure on the students 2/28/2018 7:35 PM

228 NAPLAN has ensured that teaching is geared towards the best possible scores students can
achieve, rather than focus on rich and engaging learning tailored to individual needs and
abilities. NAPLAN does not take into consideration a myriad of other abilities, skills and
knowledge that students possess.

2/28/2018 6:59 PM

229 Added stress and anxiety to students and teachers. Added opportunities for teachers to be
blamed further for results and further diminished any little respect school communities and the
community at large have for teachers.

2/28/2018 6:32 PM

230 Associated with shaming, not fulfilling need of allocating resources responsively, consumes far
too much oxygen without providing useful timely data.

2/28/2018 5:36 PM

231 Teachers are now teaching to the test taking a lot of time in the curriculum. A lot of emphasis is
placed on NAPLAN, schools are being judged based on NAPLAN results.

2/28/2018 4:36 PM

232 Students become really nervous about how they perform on this one test. 2/28/2018 4:33 PM

233 Anxiety levels of involved children have risen, with some not sleeping at night, fearful of
comparisons being made between them and their friends, tears on the day Pressure upon
children by parents to succeed and compete. Too much emphasis placed on a one off test,
which does not give a true reading of their learning - testing needs to be carried out in a
formative manner.

2/28/2018 4:26 PM

234 The results are used to belittle particular schools and hence the students at these schools. The
mathematics test needs a high level of literacy so many students who are numerate do not
receive the score they deserve.

2/28/2018 4:13 PM

235 Parents see the results as true indicators of students and blame teachers for any areas
identified as challenging.

2/28/2018 4:06 PM

236 learning to track and look closer at Data has helped improve school performance. NAPLAN itself
isn't harmful it is a non evasive test. Some children find it stressful and therefore it becomes a
point in time of stress. It is the results of the testing that may not give a fair or full picture of what
is happening in a school that makes a huge amount of value added but not reaching high
numbers.

2/28/2018 3:45 PM

237 We have seen teachers set criteria around NAPLAN success, even whole school approaches to
the detriment of some subjects, especially skills based lessons. This changes the way in which
some groups of students engage with their learning and in fact makes a subject they could
succeed in less interesting or harder for them to succeed at. This changes the equity of
educational outcomes for these students and means schools rate poorly if they have a cohort
that is less academic.

2/28/2018 3:41 PM

238 I think the potential benefits that can flow from the 'big data' that NAPLAN generates outweighs
the negatives. Benefits can come in terms of resource allocation to schools, support for
individual students (across the whole range of abilities, from low to very high achievers) and the
way that schools can more readily tailor programs to groups of students. Downsides include
'league table' generation, schools 'teaching to the test' and over-preparing students for NAPLAN
at the expense of other curriculum priorities, and schools being 'ostracised' by the public on the
basis of their NAPLAN results.

2/28/2018 3:40 PM

239 More students are opting not to do the tests. 2/28/2018 3:17 PM

240 There is a great deal of test anxiety particularly from our Year 3 students (and their parents) 2/28/2018 2:57 PM

241 Even very young children, years 3 or 5, are stressed about taking NAPLAN tests, crying and
unhappy about having to go to school. It wastes the time of older students and the teachers who
have to oversee the tests.

2/28/2018 2:53 PM

242 NAPLAN is a valuable tool for educators but when My School was introduced it changed how
NAPLAN information was used in the school. I have seen schools working towards NAPLAN
instead of teaching the curriculum. This is a waste of valuable time and takes away the
aiuthenticity of NAPPLAN as a tool to address gaps in students education.

2/28/2018 2:49 PM

243 Too much pressure to teach to the test, as well as too much perceived pressure for kids to do
well

2/28/2018 2:46 PM

244 The league tables resulting from NAPLAN have tarnished school communities through simplistic
and misleading representations of the results. What should have been a piece of data for
teachers and parents to consider in understanding their student became a massive palaver.

2/28/2018 2:43 PM

245 It has made students, parents and staff more focused on testing and less on learning 2/28/2018 2:40 PM

246 it encourages schools to direct teachers to 'teach to the test' 2/28/2018 2:40 PM

247 Increased stress for something that should be a diagnostic tool but is used as a formative
assessment. It disrupts learning taking time from an already over pack curriculum, to assess
students on topics that are being assessed already in other ways.

2/28/2018 2:29 PM
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248 It has put more pressure on teachers to improve performances and not accounted for
differences in years, cohorts, and individuals. It also confuses parents because they don’t
understand that we report against many other factors at the end of the semester rather than just
against NAPLAN.

2/28/2018 2:27 PM

249 Its just another thing they have to experience. 2/28/2018 2:24 PM

250 As cumulative exposure to NAPLAN has mounted, students have built increasingly negative
attitudes towards the testing. The concept of league tables, based on an incomplete
assessment snapshot, promotes flawed teaching practice focused on improving test
performance.

2/28/2018 2:22 PM

251 Harmful in terms of the stress from the parent body and the students about sitting the tests. I
also believe some schools still "Teach to the test".

2/28/2018 2:20 PM

252 The NAPLAN assessment in and of itself is not the most damaging aspect of all this. It is the
simplistic way the information gathered is used not only by the media, but by Government to
rank schools and attack teachers.

2/28/2018 12:54 PM

253 Many students are scared of NAPLAN and there is a large absenteeism in years 3, 5, and 7. 2/28/2018 12:25 PM

254 The pressure on teachers to have students achieving well in NAPLAN derails schools' efforts to
develop inclusive, effective school cultures which support meaningful outcomes for all students.

2/28/2018 12:06 PM

255 Puts undue pressure on teachers to teach to the test as it can effect school enrolments 2/28/2018 11:51 AM

256 We do not teach to the NAPLAN test. It does give us an indication about our students Literacy &
Numeracy skills and we have used this information to have a focus particularly with writing. As
the testing is just a snap shot in time it isn't particularly useful for individual student
achievement. It isn't inline with how the Australian Curriculum works where students have
multiple opportunities to show achievement. Some students become anxious around testing
and some students just refuse to engage in the test at all, both can skew individual and school
results.

2/28/2018 11:45 AM

257 The mental health of students is always an issue around anything that ranks you against others.
Plenty of time for that in college and beyond. I think that it has diminished the depth of learning
and the sequence of learning in primary schools but in particular in high schools. It disrupts a
whole week of potential learning which is an issue in busy schools where there are lots of
excursions, camps and activities. The workload on teachers who facilitate NAPLAN is huge and
not compensated for well in most school settings. Students who don't sit NAPLAN tend to stay
away from school on the NAPLAN testing days and therefore miss out on their other subjects
that run in between testing. In a big school it also takes out teaching areas for other subjects for
a whole week. Nightmare if it raining!

2/28/2018 11:11 AM

258 It has changed the focus to what many schools, teachers and parents focus on. We see many
teachers doing "practice tests" where they are wasting valuable learning time. We also know
that school s are cramming to cover the boring same old writing genres of narrative and
persuasive in term one. This is not always developmentally appropriate and a story or an
exposition are not always the most interesting form of those genres. The sale of the NAPLAN
practice books for parents to drill their children is also concerning. I've seen students come to
school exhausted and disengaged because they have been made to complete the practice tests
for homework. It has also been harmful to the misrepresented reputations of many schools and
exaggerates the myth that parents need to choose schools outside of their PEA.

2/28/2018 11:03 AM

259 NAPLAN can be used in a positive way in schools. SmartData is a good diagnostic tool which
helps us recognise areas for improvement for students and plan successful intervention.
NAPLAN was not designed to compare schools or measure school success. The section on
MySchool that compares similar students is a disgrace, inaccurate and misleading.

2/28/2018 10:57 AM

260 Increasingly teachers are 'teaching to the test' prior to NAPLAN diminishing the learning
experience

2/28/2018 10:43 AM

261 Outside newspaper reports is there any data which is statistically valid to consider? 2/28/2018 10:25 AM
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262 NAPLAN itself is not harmful. Publishing and comparing results as tools to gauge a schools
success IS harmful. Parents are possibly the biggest source of pressure on students. I have
been lucky enough to work in schools where principals firmly believed that it should be simply a
snapshot, but I have colleagues who have worked for principals who put lots of pressure on Y3
and Y5 teachers to make their students do well in the test. ALSO, children in Y3 have NEVER
sat a standardised test before. year 3 teachers need to do lots of prep on 'how to sit a test' 'how
to not ask your teacher for help' 'how to process your teacher's instructions when he or she is
reading from a script', 'how to sit in rows and not use literally any of the resources we have
spent 3+ years teaching you how to use', 'how to not freak out when everything you know about
school is different and the teachers are clearly stressed and some children are crying and the
news and your parents have been talking about NAPLAN for ages', 'how to answer multiple
choice questions', 'how to think convergently when we have been trying to get you to think
divergently in almost every other context' and many more, none of which involve 'how to do well
on this test'. ALSO NAPLAN has the lowest ceiling out of any test I've ever seen. You can't
show any growth for children who initially perform quite highly, and that can look bad for a
school if people (parents) don't know that.

2/28/2018 10:25 AM

263 At Hawker we ensure that students do not feel that it is a high stakes test. We teach the
curriculum and do not focus on it all. We have found that it reduces anxiety - some families and
students can become very uptight about it. I think there are better ways for the nation to collect
data on learning that doesn't require everyone sitting a test. Sample testing would give the
commonwealth the data they need, reduce the costs of administering and allow teachers to get
on with the job.

2/28/2018 10:22 AM

264 brings too much stress - for children parents and teachers so many teachers 'teach to the test'
crying at the beginning of tests for lots of students pressure from home

2/28/2018 9:56 AM

265 It is only a week or so but still a pain 2/28/2018 9:54 AM

266 It has encouraged the culture of school-bashing, and increases student anxiety about normal
learning and progress

2/28/2018 9:49 AM

267 Students need to learn to fail successfully 2/28/2018 9:39 AM

268 Yes for some students who suffer anxiety. For some of our special needs students, it seems like
an impossible task. Testing writing in such a short period of time is not realistic. That is not how
real writers write.

2/28/2018 9:38 AM

269 It has little effect on students - they do testing - it's over - they get on with 'normal' school life.
As a teacher I am told there are links to get resources etc to help students in the areas they did
not perform well in--- 4 years later and I'm still waiting for 'access' to these wonderful 'everything
has been done for you' activities. Is there such a thing?

2/28/2018 9:37 AM

270 I've definitely experienced students that feel it is helpful for them, but I need to weigh that up
with students that stress about their results, and parents that bring results to p/t conversations
without understanding it is a snapshot if their child's learning.

2/28/2018 9:28 AM

271 The school I work in has taken great pains to minimise any impact the testing might have. It is
not taught to and not referred to except to give students a practise at the format. I hear stories
about other schools however where NAPLAN negatively influences much of the way curriculum
is delivered.

2/28/2018 9:26 AM

272 I am aware of students being moved classes because of Naplan. It is not diagnostic and should
not be used for such purposes.

2/28/2018 9:18 AM

273 I don't presume to know beyond my own context, but students take no stock in it at my school. 2/28/2018 9:10 AM

274 For some students definitely - lower performing mainstream students and "P" students who still
sit the tests.

2/28/2018 9:04 AM

275 I think it takes three days of good learning time away (not to mention the time some schools
take out of the curriculum to "prepare" students for the test). I know that some students have
anxiety about it. I think some teachers have a dramatically increased workload because of it. I
know personally speaking, my son hated it and learned nothing from it. But overall, I really have
no idea if it is 'harmful'. Heaps of kids bomb it on purpose nowadays , so its hard to know if
anything is useful anyway.

2/28/2018 9:01 AM

276 Increased pressure on teachers to teach to NAPLAN. Rush to cover all the added content
expected for all children.

2/28/2018 8:51 AM

277 It has been helpful for schools to provide additional focus in areas of need. Publishing this data
publicly can sometimes damage the reputation of schools without good reason, particularly as
people viewing the data tend to focus on achievement rather than growth.

2/28/2018 8:51 AM

278 It depends how you define harmful - for example: it has placed extra pressure on teachers in
terms of high stakes accountability. It has increased the amount of 'trial' exams and teaching to
the test in many schools. It has increased the pressure on students to do 'well'.

2/28/2018 8:48 AM
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279 As an early childhood teacher, the implementation of NAPLAN has changed the way we instruct
young learners in writing. I have been responsible for teaching Exposition text types to Year 1
students who struggle to write simple sentences and recounts, to better prepare them for the
Year 3 NAPLAN writing exam. What a waste of learning time.

2/28/2018 8:37 AM

280 Not every student performs at their best in a test situation. 2/28/2018 8:26 AM

281 There is no evidence that standardised testing improves academic outcomes in any meaningful
way. There is enormous amounts of evidence that it increases stress in teachers and students,
encourages teaching to the test (which in turn degrades academic outcomes), and in extreme
cases such as when funding becomes tied to standardised test outcomes, it encourages
cheating. Standardised testing is strongly correlated with the degradation of academic
outcomes in America, and while we can't conclude causation there, analyses of the situation
provide substantial evidence that it was at least a major factor.

2/28/2018 8:24 AM

282 Even more so now with the prospect of completing it online. A lot of students can not type as
quickly as they write and will end up comparing their typing skills to their writing skills. It is a
stressful few days for students, even with teachers and schools working to make it as less
stressful as possible. I have heard of many parents giving their children rewards for doing well
at NAPLAN or blaming the school or child if they do not meet top outcomes. Because of league
tables published in newspapers some families also say very negative things about schools and
choose not to send their students to a school based on one test on one day.

2/28/2018 8:19 AM

283 It is being used for a much broader range of activities then it is suitable. There are no other
effective measurements so it does give some barometer but it is not accurate especially as it is
being misused.

2/28/2018 8:19 AM

284 At a young age, students are exposed to exam stress and anxiety that is unnecessary. Some
parents over emphasise the need to achieve for their children and use results to select schools
which can overlook the real needs of the child including friendship groups, activities and well-
being. League tables put immense pressure on teachers. NAPLAN data is heavily over-used in
School Plans to the detriment of celebrating successes and school based evidence. Combined
with A-E, NAPLAN has increased the stress levels of primary school teachers.

2/28/2018 8:17 AM

285 Because after the MySchool Website came in, we all had to start taking valuable learning time
to do practice tests for NAPLAN!

2/28/2018 8:13 AM

286 The relationship between families, students and teachers has been affected; students are being
removed from "low" scoring schools. Ambitious and feckless principals try to "game" the
system, throwing working schools into chaos for the sake of one person's career.

2/28/2018 8:06 AM

287 I teach college so don't interact with students during NAPLAN. Tests are a part of school life
(particularly in college), so I don't disagree with the idea of high-school (or even primary school)
students sitting big tests - they have to learn some time. I couldn't comment on the degree to
which mental health support is offered to these students, but given the government's reluctance
to fund school psychologists to an appropriate level, I would guess the situation could be pretty
dire...

2/28/2018 8:06 AM

288 I see a huge amount of stress being places on students by schools and families. I have also
seen many teachers being put in difficult situations where they are asked to teach to the test
and suspend meaningful learning so that a school may perform better. I have heard of some
schools encouraging lower performing students to stay home the week of NAPLAN and I also
know of schools who give extra time to their students to finish the assessment to improve their
results.

2/28/2018 8:02 AM

289 Beyond the emotional stress it causes students, it has been such a time consuming exercise for
staff to train and prepare for Online NAPLAN and that detracts from the time we can spend
planning and teaching the curriculum that NAPLAN is apparently testing their knowledge of.

2/28/2018 8:01 AM

290 Narrows learning. Teachers tend to use a formula to approach writing. Pre testing is stressful for
some students & restrictive for brighter students. No time to move to students interests as from
Year 2 learning is seen as imperative for preparation for NAPLAN.

2/28/2018 8:01 AM

291 It completely redirects the focus and purpose of education. It takes away from developing and
fostering higher order thinking skills, creativity, critical analysis etc and puts pressure on schools
to devote time to preparing for these flawed tests in an effort to avoid a 'poor' result for the
school.

2/28/2018 7:57 AM

292 It's a stressor that is unnecessary and so many studies show that this type of testing has no
effect on outcomes. Teachers already know their students so it's of little use for that either. We
need to follow NZ!

2/28/2018 7:56 AM

293 Stress and anxiety around testing. This seems to come to head during later years in highschool. 2/28/2018 7:55 AM

294 I have noticed levels of anxiety has increased in many children. Those with additional needs are
often confused by the writing class. The tasks advantage middle class, English speaking
students while marginalising those with EALD, low socioeconomic and first Australian
backgrounds. Data received is not useful at an individual level, only at a cohort level.

2/28/2018 7:54 AM
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295 The small pool of complainers appears to have quietened down. However, more families are
now more aware of NAPLAN's model [usually around limited testing times] and are more
practiced in removing or avoiding their child from this standardised testing. Schools should
be/are carrying out other formative and standardised assessments to assist and map student
growth.

2/28/2018 7:54 AM

296 Teachers feel pressure, from families, Principals, etc to make sure that students score well.
Some schools encourage teachers to "teach to test" to ensure that they keep a high school
ranking on the league tables.

2/28/2018 7:54 AM

297 It is important that students are exposed to testing. Avoiding testing does not reduce anxiety
long term, build resilience or prepare students for later schooling or beyond. I believe that poor
literacy and numeracy skills are more harmful.

2/28/2018 7:53 AM

298 It has hurt enrollments in some lower averaging schools. It has put the focus on a "high stakes"
test, from a teachers perspective. It is a tool to blame and judge teachers.

2/28/2018 7:53 AM

299 I've had parents telling me that their kids are literally making themselves sick over anxiety about
NAPLAN.

2/28/2018 7:48 AM

300 It depends on the school. It is just a measure. We dont teach to it, we dont stress out the kids.
We just do it and then use the info

2/28/2018 7:46 AM

301 It creates a situation where students with learning difficulties are subtly (or blatantly)
encouraged to absent themselves from school when testing is taking place. NAPLAN also fails
to be inclusive in its questioning - some of the questions require socio/cultural understandings
which are not relevant to students living in rural/remote Australia. NAPLAN functions as a form
of exclusion.

2/28/2018 7:43 AM

302 Pressure on students comes from the teachers and parents. At our school we try to tell
students to do the best they can but not make them feel overwhelmed by the test.

2/28/2018 7:40 AM

303 As I'm a specialist teacher I don't really see it in my classroom, however I have seen students
stress about NAPLAN, leaderboards created by parent groups, and parents hothouse children
for it. I do't think any of these spin offs are useful for a child's learning nor wellbeing.

2/28/2018 7:40 AM

304 Not seen as a snap shot from early in the year. Students improve/fatline by the time results
come out

2/28/2018 7:39 AM

305 It is similar to what we had to do as the Basic Skills test. One test and one moment of time. The
publicity over this is not positive however.

2/28/2018 7:38 AM

306 Increased anxiety in students + it has hijacked rich teaching in preference of naplan preparation 2/28/2018 7:36 AM

307 Schools and the whole system is now driven by data. We have moved away from child driven
and child centred learning and now everyone has to conform and measure up. The pleasure of
learning for its own sake has been sucked out of our classrooms. As a deputy principal I am sick
of being constantly measured and crammed into a box. The passion has been relegated very
much too a back burner.

2/28/2018 7:36 AM

308 The purpose of NAPLAN is nebulous. The time it takes out of core teaching time, along with
stress on kids and parents is not worth it. NAPLAN needs to go.

2/28/2018 7:35 AM

309 It has added un-needed stress to students. Created a system where by at some schools
teachers teach to 'the test'. It has led to students being less likely to go to schools with 'bad'
naplan results furthering inequality within schools. Schools have used old data (2 terms old) to
make snap (short sighted) decisions on where the school should head rather then following
strategic plans. Led to increased testing and diminished teaching time.

2/28/2018 7:30 AM

310 Many of my colleagues have felt pressured to change content and pedagogy to give students
the best possible preparation for NAPLAN. This has been to the detriment of holistic, inclusive
and innovative practices that ultimately provide the best experiences for our children and the
greatest professional satisfaction for teachers.

2/28/2018 7:28 AM

311 It works for some families and not for others. It is very unfair on student with delayed learning 2/28/2018 7:27 AM

312 It has pushed schools into focussing on preparing for the tests thus taking up much valuable
time to work on more important elements of teaching.......in particular fulfilling the requirements
of the Australian Curriculum. The tests cause stress not only for teachers but students and their
families. In today’s world, children need to have fun at school to make learning an enjoyment
rather than an onerous task. Too much emphasis from our politicians to achieve higher world
rankings.....what does it all mean? The media doesn’t help either.....often misquoting or
misinterpreting data for sensationalism.....our teachers work hard and don’t need this constant
battering from politicians and press to keep improving student outcomes when the basic
resources have been reduced dramatically over the past 50 years....thus asking teachers to do
more with much less.

2/28/2018 7:27 AM
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313 I think it has little to no educational value. A single standardised test is not a sufficient way to
measure student achievement. Students, in my experience, place little or no value in the test
itself and while the data schools receive from it is useful, it is still only one test on one day and
there are far too many other factors that should be considered when looking at either individual
student success or the success of a school as a whole.

2/28/2018 7:25 AM

314 Teachers now teach students only what will improve test scores as they are judged on the
results rather than teaching useful skills/ what the students actually need to learn to be
successful well balanced contributes to their communities. We focus on teaching concepts
rather than looking at what will help the students to have enjoyable, successful lives.

2/28/2018 7:13 AM

315 The system itself creates layers of data that may be useful but it is complex and not easy to
access/make sense of except by those who have a sophisticated understanding of how to
extract information from complex data systems. Because of this, NAPLAN is made sense of at a
very superficial level which leads to misunderstandings and misconceptions of the complexities
of education.

2/28/2018 7:12 AM

316 As a measure of individual student need, NAPLAN has merit, as a test of school effectiveness
NAPLAN misses the mark.

2/28/2018 7:11 AM

317 to some students, not all 2/28/2018 7:08 AM

318 Developed a culture of teaching to the test rather than establishing a culture of learning. The
number of books available for parents to buy to hot house their young people preparing to do
well in NAPLAN illustrates the hype around high stakes. NAPLAN data is measured to predict
ATAR results, and in NSW a measure of whether students can work towards an ATAR.

2/28/2018 7:07 AM

319 It places focus on tests that have no standing on real life achievement. It is culturally biased
and provides great stress for staff and students. It removes time from the classroom that could
be spent doing something more rewarding.

2/28/2018 7:02 AM

320 It's created competition between schools, why is education a competition? What to heck 2/28/2018 7:01 AM

321 Very young students being stressed about tests and feeling low self worth about being below
average

2/28/2018 6:59 AM

322 It takes time away from our usually teaching program and for many students causes anxiety or
stress that otherwise would not be present. The style of testing is very different from the way we
teach our students e.g. when writing in the classroom they have the opportunity to peer edit and
do not have to sit for long periods of time filling in boxes.

2/28/2018 6:58 AM

323 The curriculum has diminished as teachers are told to “teach to the test” and teaching time is
lost to do the testing. The focus on summative assessment that NAPLAN brings to schools is
counter to all best teaching practice and modern pedagogical research.

2/28/2018 6:52 AM

324 Setting strict testing conditions on students who are not really ready for it (year 3) and removing
all the supports that we have built up for the students to be successful, is an anxiety inducing
and demoralizing process. The students are also less able to follow a student directed curricular
plan, as they have to be "prepared for naplan" which is neither authentic or enjoyable.

2/28/2018 6:48 AM

325 It does not accurately reflect students learning as it creates an artificial environment, is
delivered in a format foreign to everyday teaching, does not adequately address the skill set
being assessed (particularly does not take into consideration learning difficulties such as
dyslexia) and creates unnecessary anxiety for already anxious students. It has created a view of
schools hat does not encompass the whole school and does not value social and emotional well
being. Students should not be assessed in this manner in a primary setting.

2/28/2018 6:45 AM

326 Reduce engagement in the class, increase school workload and reduce teaching time. Schools
then are not supported in appropriate data analysis and left to the whim of principals who over
simplify “numbers went up or down”

2/28/2018 6:25 AM

327 Schools are spending considerable time practising (worked in 3 of them and all do) 2/28/2018 6:15 AM

328 Students learn differently and they are able to showcase their learning in many different ways in
the classroom. These tests do not allow creativity and do not show what students can create or
generate to an adequate standard.

2/28/2018 6:15 AM

329 We are even feeling the pressure to prepare children for future testing early childhood, ignoring
best practice for long term outcomes to produce children who test well.

2/28/2018 6:12 AM

330 For some I think it has been extra stess and pressure that they don't need to give them a score
and a rating from one particular day in their life. That then hangs over them afterwards. It
doesn't give the most accurate picture of academic achievement at all.

2/28/2018 6:10 AM

331 Parents don't really understand the results so become anxious about their child's education 2/28/2018 6:08 AM
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332 Teaching and learning programs have been adjusted to teach to the test. For example, the
writing component had been persuasive writing for many years but markers complained that
students were writing to a formula. So students were being marked down for using what used
be acceptable linking and sequencing words such as Firstly, Secondly, etc. This information
was supplied by the literacy officer in curriculum section of the Directorate. Primary schools are
neglecting narrative writing - most of my year 7 class last year had not been taught to write a
short story. The students come from a wide range of primary schools. The plan to to have all of
the test online is a worry both in terms of the school's WiFi capacity and students computer
skills.

2/28/2018 5:51 AM

333 We are wearing negative commentary about how Australia's students are plateauing while other
students globally are improving. So it seems obvious that NAPLAN is not an effective tool. I
don't think it hurts anything, because it still gives us some feedback on literacy and numeracy,
and is still formative for students. But professional teachers gather that feedback anyway, and
conduct formative assessments anyway. Some students are resistant, but mostly they just get it
done without too much fuss

2/28/2018 5:40 AM

334 It has made a number of children quite anxious, a large number of staff quite anxious and is
pretty stressful for school leaders. We’ve focused children who are 7 years old to be ‘test ready’-
that is just too young and is unnecessary.

2/28/2018 5:28 AM

335 Ruins some students view of themselves 2/28/2018 5:16 AM

336 Students become stressed about the testing from very young. It doesn't test how we should
teach- in context!

2/28/2018 5:12 AM

337 The stress that some of the students place themselves under is immense 2/28/2018 4:44 AM

338 It’s a bit of a loaded question, but students get very anxious as well as parents. Some parents
think it’s all or nothing. It’s not a true indication of what is taught or reflection of the student.
Teachers don’t structure questions as NAPLAN does.

2/28/2018 2:25 AM

339 Kids don’t see it as an issue. Doesn’t even rate in their priorities or opinions on schooling. They
are indifferent mostly to NAPLAN as a whole... it’s the parents/ administrators that drive every/
any anxieties around the subject.

2/28/2018 2:11 AM

340 Some students become highly stressed when it's time to take NAPLAN - for students who
struggle it reinforces a negative self image. The focus is on comparing students to their peers
rather than their own growth so for a student who is behind while they may have made great
personal gains, they may still be behind their peers and all they focus on is that they are less
capable. Parents tend to extrapolate a school's performance as reflecting their overall approach
to teaching and learning and put too great a focus on NAPLAN results as opposed to a well-
rounded education.

2/27/2018 8:54 PM

341 There are a lot of variables and it is difficult to gauge the influence of testing when one can not
see the effect on this student had they not been tested and everything else remained the same.

2/27/2018 7:52 PM

342 Children are scared to go to year 3 because of Naplan. Children sit during Naplan and cry
because there are too many questions or they don't understand. Most of the end of Term 1 and
beginning of Term 2 is wasted with Naplan prep

2/27/2018 7:38 PM

343 Pressure on young kids- mental health Not so much from teachers but from parents 2/27/2018 7:38 PM

344 Lots of pressure on students to perform. Pressure on Maths and English execs and teachers to
justify their teaching.

2/27/2018 7:28 PM

345 Teaching to the test has become a part of life whether the individual school's accept and
acknowledge that fact or not.

2/27/2018 7:22 PM

346 An increasing number of students experience anxiety in the lead up to and during testing. 2/27/2018 7:19 PM

347 Stress, self-esteem, willingness to attempt tasks, parental pressure, teacher pressure, time
wasted on 'teaching' for the test, negative images on schools where people don't understand
growth as opposed to rank

2/27/2018 7:03 PM

348 It has reduced the complexity of the Australian Curriculum to a single test. Parents and students
incorrectly believe that NAPLAN is the same as the Achievement Standards for an entire year of
work.

2/27/2018 7:01 PM

349 Students who aren't successful feeling like failures. The testing environment isn't representative
of the way we teach. Not opportunities for creativity. It only tests knowledge, not skill. The data
is old by the time we get it. A student's outcomes directly correlate to their postcode. It creates
greater argument about whether public education is performing and creates greater inequity for
children in poorer performing schools.

2/27/2018 6:56 PM

350 Some students and parents are preparing for NAPLAN for years. A year 2 student told me this
year his goal for 2018 is to prepare for NAPLAN. This broke my heart he shouldn’t even know
about it let alone be thinking and stressing about it. NAPLAN is being used for purposes it
wasn’t meant for eg. Parents choosing schools based on results. Students are more anxious
and stressed.

2/27/2018 6:29 PM
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351 you don't fatten a pig by weighing it so it would be ridiculous to suggest that any assessment
would improve student outcomes - but it needs to help us identify what to teach and to whom -
NAPLAN hasn't historically provided data soon enough to inform our teaching at the individual
student level - SMART has been a great tool and shows us patterns of success and gaps in our
teaching - but the individual student data has limited usefulness when it comes to us to late. i
was personally very disappointed when online didn't happen last year because if it delivers on
the promise of turning information around quickly enough to inform our teaching, then it will
finally have some use at the individual student level

2/27/2018 5:45 PM

352 Its a day. Kids hate it. Schools suffer when a kid puts their name on the sheet and then refuses
to do any more . four kids in a class of 20 changes all the outputs in the year group so it is not a
true reflection of an average.

2/27/2018 5:08 PM

353 I do not believe that NAPLAN has been harmful. I believe that NAPLAN, if managed well, can
provide useful data for teachers to use.

2/27/2018 4:23 PM

354 Not harmful for all students however, it causes greater students harm through anxiety than it
benefits students

2/27/2018 4:21 PM

355 Too prescriptive and preoccupied with measuring 'value added' educational achievements,
rather than helping to address INEQUITY of Educational Opportunities .

2/27/2018 4:09 PM

356 I think it is very unfortunate that a test that was initially designed to be a thermometer of how
schools and systems were doing (and I think it did do this when they were jurisdiction tests) has
become the #1 measure for governments, jurisdictions, some schools and some parents that
drives their decision making processes - which school should I send my child to, teachers
spending so much time' teaching to the test', principals being held account primarily to these
results alone, parents and students themselves purchasing NAPLAN practice tests, and many
students becoming highly stressed even thinking about the tests.

2/27/2018 4:00 PM

357 I think it has taken away valuable learning time from students. 2/27/2018 3:54 PM

358 While it has been annoying to students, I don't believe they care enough about it for it to
damage their self esteem. The work done by teachers to ameliorate the test and to let them
know that one test does not define them has been really successful. The tests on their own,
without student data have been successful in providing school targets and areas for
improvement.

2/27/2018 3:45 PM

359 Immense pressure placed on students (and parents) and schools (school principals) to attain
good results. NAPLAN data has been used maliciously to determine school funding, denigrate
teachers, categorise schools and students wtc.

2/27/2018 3:36 PM

360 NAPLAN creates undue pressure on systems, schools, teachers, students and families. It is not
sophisticated enough to provide useful data.

2/27/2018 3:12 PM

361 The emphasis on teaching students how to sit a test and the skills specific to NAPLAN has
encroached significantly on quality teaching programs. NAPLAN has also created a situation
where schools are competing against each other, which reduces the sense of collaboration for
the benefit of all students.

2/27/2018 3:09 PM

362 Despite what anyone says it has encouraged teachers to 'teach to the test', practise test papers
and test-like conditions and otherwise worry about covering what might be in the test rather
than focussing on what to teach to best suit students' needs. (Or to have some fun.)

2/27/2018 2:51 PM

363 The publicity has been terrible; the behaviour of the media has been disgraceful. 2/27/2018 2:46 PM

364 The media hype around NAPLAN, and the sensational and often inaccurate stories about
testing, has created a great deal of anxiety for all stakeholders.

2/27/2018 2:44 PM

365 Increased anxiety in students and increased pressure to perform 2/27/2018 2:37 PM

366 Preparing for NAPLAN has resulted in staff doing a better job of actually teaching the students.
There are consequences now.

2/27/2018 2:33 PM

367 Students are less likely to succeed or learn in a high stakes stressful environment. Research
knows if a student is taught to the test they only retain it for a short period. We also put a lot of
pressure on students to perform because so much of the results relate to finding and
perception.

2/27/2018 2:31 PM

368 Increased student anxiety, increased anxiety around teachers classes performing well, teaching
to the test

2/27/2018 2:30 PM

369 NAPLAN has not been harmful to all but I have been in classrooms during NAPLAN where
teachers have had to calm students who have pushed themselves beyond their limits. Also
NAPLAN is a stress for teachers as school place pressure on staff to ensure students are
'READY' for NAPLAN. This alone shows how far NAPLAN is from authentic assessment and
how much of a waste of time it really is.

2/27/2018 2:29 PM

370 Coming from a school with significant Eald studenst there is huge pressure placed in the
students. Many of our students go home to practise papers

2/27/2018 2:29 PM
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371 Loss of learning time for both teachers and students in a packed curriculum. 2/27/2018 2:19 PM

372 Schools make decisions based on systemic data which may not be indicative of the strengths
and weaknesses of their students.

2/27/2018 2:18 PM

373 Stressful test conditions have increased student anxiety around testing. 2/27/2018 2:18 PM

374 Harmful is a strong word - we need to manage student and parent stress levels but we do this
successfully, ensuring no harm.

2/27/2018 2:15 PM

375 Because some schools are focusing on practicing for the test and therefore making it into
something bigger than what it should be.

2/27/2018 2:14 PM
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72.78% 385

10.78% 57

16.45% 87

Q11 7. Do you think NAPLAN results are being used for purposes
beyond NAPLAN's original intention?

Answered: 529 Skipped: 50

TOTAL 529

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 YES... MY SCHOOLS and ranking our schools! 3/19/2018 7:52 AM

2 Parents use them to compare schools. 3/19/2018 7:03 AM

3 A stated purpose was competition between schools but this is the worst aspect of
NAPLAN/MySchool

3/17/2018 3:02 PM

4 Political reasons 3/16/2018 12:41 PM

5 As above; however I am originally a NSW teacher. The BST (NSW testing prior to NAPLAN)
and protections in the Education ACT (NSW) helped to reduce the damage caused by
MySchools.

3/15/2018 5:51 PM

6 To create competition between schools and to highlight the schools whose students perform
poorly usually because of low socio economic status, lack of resources or isolation.

3/15/2018 3:15 PM

7 Possibly? I know parents often use NAPLAN results of schools as a deciding factor as to where
they will enrol their children.

3/15/2018 9:19 AM

8 Political will and gain, particular between sectors 3/15/2018 8:44 AM

9 If the original intention was to have a comparison of students over time then no. 3/15/2018 7:19 AM

10 I think the number of commercial products and programs that are now available to help
"students achieve in NAPLAN" are testament to the fact that data isn't being used for it's
original intention.

3/15/2018 7:18 AM

11 They are used to compare schools. Parents openly discuss which school they will send
students to based on their results. It is harmful to schools. It is harmful to teachers that work
incredibly hard in these schools. Students also aren't able to show any of their other learning. In
this age in which we want students to share their learning in new and creative ways, why do we
have a test that seems so focused on hindering any creativity?

3/14/2018 7:35 PM

12 Definitely beyond stated intentions, but there may have been a hidden agenda from the
beginning.

3/14/2018 6:24 PM

13 NAPLAN results appear to be used to compare schools -- effectively treating schools as a
business that more wealthy people are able to pick and chose the schools they are sending
their children as a result of their NAPLAN and Myschools standing. This is not how a public
education system should work as it is creating a divide in who is able to access good education.

3/14/2018 2:51 PM

Yes

No

I don't know

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No
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14 They are beibng used to compare students, teachers and schools as a selective tool to measure
good teaching practice.

3/14/2018 2:36 PM

15 NSW- Graduation requirements 3/14/2018 2:16 PM

16 results are used to compare schools. It is not a valid tool for such purposes 3/14/2018 1:55 PM

17 NAPLAN results favour the privileged and NAPLAN data legitimises growing inequality across
the community. Growing perceptions of "good schools", predictably in affluent areas, are easily
supported by cultural arbitraries recontextualised as hard data. Since these results are
considered to reflect the achievements of staff, staff morale can be expected to divide along the
lines of social divisions- teachers of the privileged are encouraged, while teachers of the
disadavantage struggle.

3/14/2018 12:44 PM

18 I feel that the MY SCHOOL website and the media articles that compare schools are a negative
manipulation of the data. Parents have told me that they choose their child's primary/high school
based on the MY SCHOOL website.

3/14/2018 12:19 PM

19 Again, at my school, we are constantly asked to review NAPLAN's results and assess our
students as to whether or not the students are working towards achieving these results again - if
we are so set on repeating these scores, why don't we just give them an ATAR based on the
NAPLAN result?

3/14/2018 9:16 AM

20 Originally I dont think it was intended to compare the results of schools and construct league
tables.

3/13/2018 8:59 PM

21 The data is being used to compare schools and not focus on individual student growth, 3/13/2018 3:44 PM

22 Pushing teachers to meet goals that are unrealistic and not aligning with ACARA 3/13/2018 3:22 PM

23 To further peoples careers. To tear down schools and teachers and accuse them of "not doing
their jobs".

3/13/2018 3:15 PM

24 this is school specific . Comes down to how the data is used. 3/13/2018 2:51 PM

25 High school entry Judging schools 3/13/2018 2:20 PM

26 my schools 3/13/2018 2:17 PM

27 The results are being used to judge schools and rank 'best' schools. 3/13/2018 1:34 PM

28 NAPLAN results are being used to compare schools. I have had a friend say they are sending
their child to a certain school because of the NAPLAN results. They were not looking at the
pastoral care, the PE program, the art program and if the school suits their child and their
learning style. Also, the results a child gets in NAPLAN should not increase the pressure on
them from their parents. I have had a child in my year 5 class who was to get $50 for each band
8(or equivalent).

3/13/2018 1:06 PM

29 Yes because it is used in the newspaper to publish league tables. 3/12/2018 11:55 AM

30 Trying to measure teachers effectiveness. Choosing schools based on performance. Creating
negative reputation for some schools.

3/9/2018 1:19 PM

31 Focus is on school vs school. There is a lack of understanding of statistics and what the
different bands mean.

3/9/2018 12:41 PM

32 It's used by parents to enrol their children at what they consider to be 'better schools' based on
NAPLAN results. Also, many parents withdraw their children from testing, which skews the
results for that school.

3/9/2018 12:34 PM

33 League tables naming and shaming misinformation 3/9/2018 11:07 AM

34 Yes and no. They are used to help work out support class placements etc., but are also used to
compare schools.

3/9/2018 10:56 AM

35 As a diagnostic tool NAPLAN is great, but it is more often used to compare (poorly) schools and
create lists of 'successful' and 'unsuccessful' schools. I worry that publishing this data creates
spirals of disadvantage, as parents who are engaged and concerned about their children's
education avoid schools that perform poorly on NAPLAN, leading to a ghettoisation of schools.

3/9/2018 10:55 AM

36 It should be used to target students who need extra help on specific skills, but by the time we
get the data the moment has passed. We could use that information straight away if we
administered real time formative assessment, which is what we do.

3/9/2018 9:47 AM

37 Ranking and comparing schools 3/9/2018 8:39 AM

38 Used by the media to compare schools. 3/9/2018 8:09 AM

39 I think it pits school against school on results. This one test is not a true demonstration of the
progress of the whole school, there are so many other factors involved.

3/9/2018 7:34 AM
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40 I thought the original idea was to improve student outcomes, was to compare schools (and
teachers) and assist with targeting funding. None of this, apart from comparing school in a very
superficial way has happened. Funding is still poorly allocated, student outcomes are not really
improving , especially for Yr 9, and luckily most people realise it shows nothing about individual
teachers.

3/9/2018 7:29 AM

41 My Schools!! Grrr 3/9/2018 7:19 AM

42 League Tables. 3/9/2018 7:17 AM

43 This data I assume was used to inform people of where each student sat in the bigger picture of
learning. Knowing this information allows us as teachers to know where improvement needs to
be mad, however the focus on student improvement has now turned in to a pressure of
improving school results.

3/8/2018 5:05 PM

44 I just think the original intention was never honestly communicated 3/8/2018 4:33 PM

45 Parents are looking at the MySchools website and using it as an indicator of where to send
there students but the data isn't an accurate representation of the school's ability to teach the
child.

3/8/2018 4:25 PM

46 Competition between staff - lowers staff morale Staff performance indicator Competition
between schools

3/8/2018 3:38 PM

47 Parents sometimes look for schools based on NAPLAN results; not equitable at all. 3/8/2018 7:08 AM

48 NAPLAN results are used to compare schools. 3/7/2018 9:45 PM

49 I think it is used as a tool to confirm elitist attitudes amongst the more affluent and privileged
schools. I also think that executive staff at my school use the data collected as an indicator that
teachers are ineffective. This is not the case however, as all the teachers I know want to do the
best for their students but are bogged down in the business of unnecessary administration and
continual executive-driven 'reinventing the wheel' in an effort to improve NAPLAN scores. This
does not benefit the teachers OR the students.

3/7/2018 7:22 PM

50 Judging schools and teachers and creating further elitism in society as a whole. 3/7/2018 3:25 PM

51 NAPLAN results are used as a political football 3/7/2018 2:56 PM

52 Student and cohort data, parents judge the teachers regardless of where students commenced
at the beginning of the year.

3/7/2018 1:22 PM

53 Ideally I think teachers should maintain and update a range of measures to gauge student
progress and to plan for successful differentiated learning. When NAPLAN is held up as an
essential way for teachers to do this, at worst it could water down the expectations for teachers
in knowing where their students sit. At best it is an added extra that takes away from core
learning and makes busy teachers busier. Also, the message to the public could be that
teachers need this tool to know how the students are going which is a sad misrepresentation of
teachers' work and just fuels the pressure teachers feel.

3/7/2018 12:12 PM

54 To pick "the best" and promote them as a success story. But really, "the best" could just be
statistical variation and coincidence, and unless data is corrected for other variables, "the best"
will not measure true growth (true learning), it could just measure socioeconomic advantage and
policy advantage (e.g. we go well on NAPLAN because we are a private school who can expel
the students we don't want, forcing them onto the public system to "drag down" someone else's
statistics)

3/7/2018 12:04 PM

55 It has become very political, and politicians use it to make ill-informed decisions 3/7/2018 12:00 PM

56 It was designed to identify schools in America for closure due to under-performance. 3/7/2018 11:07 AM

57 NAPLAN can give some sense of student performance in standardised tests and offer a partial
insight into student performance/abilities as they prepare for senior years. The information is
being used to estimate AST results in some senior Colleges.

3/7/2018 10:51 AM

58 To foster competition and improve schools intake of students - it is used as a selling point. 3/7/2018 10:50 AM

59 To begin with, the data comes too late to be of any use. Analysing data months after testing is
purposeless. The children have moved on. Publishing the data has turned NAPLAN into a
circus. The only people who should be privy to the data are teachers and parents. The public
has no need to see information about individual school achievement.

3/7/2018 10:34 AM

60 Compilation of league tables. 3/7/2018 10:26 AM

61 League tables and school selection by parents remains an issue. ofetn the results are used in a
way to promote systems that hides the truth. It is good to look at the results in deep manner and
avoid generalisations .

3/7/2018 10:25 AM

62 Parents are using them to choose schools rather than visiting a school, investigating the
curriculum and feeling the vibe of the school culture

3/7/2018 9:15 AM
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63 When it was brought in, the testing was emphasised as an assessment of the school's teaching,
not an assessment of the student. Now we have parents buying NAPLAN practice books so
their children can do better on the NAPLAN.

3/7/2018 9:12 AM

64 Results are unfairly used to show 'good' and 'bad' schools, and are not an indication of the
quality of the school at all.

3/7/2018 9:11 AM

65 Class placement e.g. streaming Choice of school 3/7/2018 8:51 AM

66 as above 3/7/2018 8:47 AM

67 At least one college I know (yr 11 & 12 in ACT) uses yr 9 NAPLAN results to advise year 10
students on their course selections for college. To me it seems ridiculous to use a test that was
conducted on a day, a year and a half before college, to advise students of what to do. Any
given student could have had a bad day on the day of testing or been unwell, or they could
have put their head down and worked harder since. I have known students who were denied (or
strongly urged not to do) tertiary package subjects.

3/7/2018 8:03 AM

68 No - there is little support for teachers when area's are identified -years ago I remember there
being lesson and resources available to support identified areas. But this is not the point MY
School IS used as a league table and people do refer to it when choosing a school.

3/7/2018 7:58 AM

69 At the college level we use the data (as well as other measures), in consultation with students
and parents to try enrol students in the correct package (T or A) as early as possible.

3/7/2018 7:36 AM

70 The intention of NAPLAN should be to provide a consistent, moderated indication of how a
student performs compared to the rest of their school and the rest of Australia, and should be
used to target learning strategies for that student; instead, it seems to be used primarily to 'rank'
schools.

3/7/2018 7:19 AM

71 Yes they are being used to judge schools and their effectiveness. I believe some schools have
certain students exempted so their results do not affect their overall school performance. There
does not seem to be any extra funding come to schools who have students who are struggling
with their literacy and numeracy.

3/7/2018 7:07 AM

72 I have witnessed parents in forum using the my school data to ask questions about schools
before either moving to Canberra or moving schools

3/7/2018 5:33 AM

73 Bragging rights of parents and politicians. Unfair teacher and education blame To drive an
agenda that largely contridicts 21st Century learning, Melbourne Declaration and Aus
Curriculum

3/6/2018 8:14 PM

74 To brain wash parents into sending their kids to certain schools purely based on NAPLAN
results.

3/6/2018 7:35 PM

75 league tables... 3/6/2018 5:10 PM

76 NAPLAN is a literacy and numeracy assessment, not a measure of student learning. The data is
valuable to us in our improvement planning but doesn't drive our decisions and actions
exclusively, particularly in our overall planning to improve student learning. It is only one factor. I
am always careful to communicate this is a measure on one day of students' skills in these
areas. Unfortunately, this data is often used as a defining measure of student learning and
achievement by systems and the media. It is invalid to use NAPLAN in this way.

3/6/2018 5:03 PM

77 Probably 3/6/2018 4:17 PM

78 Points scoring and school comparisons, school exempting abnormally large numbers of
students to raise their scores. Government officials and media
comparing/ranking/sensationalising schools according to their NAPLAN results.

3/6/2018 3:37 PM

79 Schools in showing low levels growth are now being made to participate studies and action
plans they are being singled out

3/6/2018 3:28 PM

80 To compare and rank schools 3/6/2018 3:16 PM

81 Some private schools use it as part of their entry requirements. It’s used to judge schools and
teachers/leaders.

3/6/2018 2:45 PM

82 I have suspicions of course but none that I can justify with solid evidence. 3/6/2018 2:42 PM

83 I think lots of invalid assessment of teachers, schools and students is being carried out using
the NAPLAN process - league tables, making conclusions about the relative effectiveness of
teachers and schools without the necessary context of demographics, SES data or
circumstance. I also think that my opposition to NAPLAN is driven by the abuse of the resulting
statistics and its further abuse as a political weapon to attack our education system.

3/6/2018 2:42 PM

84 To remove all nuance from the discourse about teaching, leading to unrealistic goals and unfair
comparisons

3/6/2018 2:38 PM

85 Teachers teach to the test now to improve their overall school achievement 3/6/2018 2:18 PM

86 -Parents choosing 'good' schools -Too much weight for Data for school improvement 3/4/2018 9:11 PM
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87 NAPLAN is now used to align the AC and achievements are used in NSW to either allow or stop
students from sitting HSC. Price for rental properties in preferred areas are soaring. Judgements
on student progress is constantly referred to in NAPLAN terms. Teacher observation and
anecdotal data gets a cursory mention. Principals are using NAPLAN as a progress indicator in
Strategic Plans.

3/2/2018 3:17 PM

88 They are used as a political weapon to name, shame and blame. Parents ignorantly use them to
make judgements on which schools their children should attend and don't necessarily look to
other factors such as community spirit, all round programs and social and emotional learning.

3/2/2018 7:49 AM

89 They are been used by parents to get there kids into schools that have perceived success at
Naplan

3/1/2018 3:40 PM

90 As an example, my niece who goes to school in NSW has become worried that she will not be
able to do her HSC if she doesn't do well in year 9 NAPLAN. She is a capable student and in
no way will 'fail' NAPLAN but this ridiculous decision by NSW has changed a previously
confident teenager into someone who is doubting herself.

3/1/2018 1:44 PM

91 To determine schools performance even if the schools are making great progress with students 3/1/2018 1:34 PM

92 Government and media are using it for cheap points. 3/1/2018 10:44 AM

93 Determining whether students can undertake tertiary packages at college 3/1/2018 10:32 AM

94 With the myschools website it's all become about comparing schools, and using only one form of
data to decide how well or poorly a school, and its teachers, are doing. This is stopping us from
looking at holistic data.

3/1/2018 9:55 AM

95 Parents often believe this is the key and/or only yardstick for measuring a school's effectiveness
which leads to a very unbalanced and hurtful perspective on the lower performing schools,
without considering any other factors.

3/1/2018 8:42 AM

96 To my understanding the NAPLAN data was meant to used by teachers to help their students,
but the data comes too late in the year, and isn't actually very helpful. The NAPLAN data is not
more helpful than what students complete in lessons.

3/1/2018 8:35 AM

97 I believe the original intention for the data was for individual schools to privately identify areas
for growth across the school as a whole and for state and territory education officials to identify
broad trends. The data is now being used for many other things including comparing teachers
and schools.

3/1/2018 7:54 AM

98 To judge schools, compare schools and embarrass 3/1/2018 3:05 AM

99 I hear parents talking about avoiding schools based on NAPLAN results. I have had to have at
least 5-10 meetings each year after naplan to ‘explain’ results and justify why a particular child
(who I would have taught for a single term) is not performing in a particular area.

2/28/2018 9:54 PM

100 ammunition against government schools, excuses to put further pressure which is already at
unrealistic levels onto teachers to improve student outcomes. Results are being used to imply
schools and teachers are not of a high quality. Does not reflect actual student learning
outcomes due to students being tested on a curriculum that they have not been taught yet!!!!

2/28/2018 6:32 PM

101 It has not delivered fair funding at all. 2/28/2018 4:33 PM

102 Any school planning resulting from achievements in the NAPLAN test cannot be accurate
because the test sometimes does not give a true indication of the child's ability. Teachers are
teaching to the test ( although they will not openly admit it) - this is very negative learning.

2/28/2018 4:26 PM

103 Of course! No promise that league table/comparative approaches would not occur could be
kept once the data was public! we knew that, but apparently our politicians didn't..... We strive
hard for our students regardless of NAPLAN. But NAPLAN has not meant parents help their
students more at home so their (NAPLAN) scores increase! We need community, not imposed
assessment.

2/28/2018 3:41 PM

104 The downsides I mentioned above - 'league tables' and teachers/schools prepping students for
the test in order to boost their school profile.

2/28/2018 3:40 PM

105 Some school's are covertly preparing students for NAPLAN testing which is missing the point of
NAPLAN. This affects core curriculum time and skews the school's true NAPLAN results.

2/28/2018 3:08 PM

106 School shopping and league tables 2/28/2018 2:57 PM

107 Schools are competing against each other and parents who do not understand the educational
system don't understand the intention of NAPLAN.

2/28/2018 2:49 PM

108 The league tables resulting from NAPLAN have tarnished school communities through simplistic
and misleading representations of the results. What should have been a piece of data for
teachers and parents to consider in understanding their student became a massive palaver.

2/28/2018 2:43 PM

109 It is being used to judge schools without full information 2/28/2018 2:40 PM

110 colleges often restrict student selections based on NAPLAN results 2/28/2018 2:29 PM
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111 promoted in the media in the wrong manner . 2/28/2018 2:24 PM

112 NAPLAN results have been used to create league tables by numerous sectors of the media 2/28/2018 2:22 PM

113 It is clear NAPLAN data is ripe for misuse and abuse. 2/28/2018 12:54 PM

114 Some parents look at the results to gauge the quality of a school. When they look at ACT and
NSW often they are unaware that selective schools exist in NSW.

2/28/2018 11:45 AM

115 Definitely are being used by parents to decide on where they would like their child to attend high
school.

2/28/2018 11:11 AM

116 See above 2/28/2018 10:57 AM

117 How else do you explain a school's results being used to judge the school's worth, even when
the Y3 cohort consists of 12 children. Parents need education if they are going to have access
to the results.

2/28/2018 10:25 AM

118 so many parents use the results to rate schools - even my ex husband did this for high school
selection

2/28/2018 9:56 AM

119 I feel the data is trotted out to justify various things thatb are not transparent, ie exec have an
agenda that I am not privy to

2/28/2018 9:54 AM

120 The ranking give more data to reward students with prizes from external educational institution 2/28/2018 9:39 AM

121 Probably. 2/28/2018 9:37 AM

122 The advent of a minimum Naplan result needing to be met for HSC attainment was a terrifying
development. (Regardless of recent reassessments of this approach) Even though not 'officially
published' the my school data has been used time and time again to rank schools by external
publications. It doesn't feel like it is to target support more like a way apportion blame.

2/28/2018 9:28 AM

123 Student placements. 2/28/2018 9:18 AM

124 Rating schools - drawing unfair comparisons. 2/28/2018 9:04 AM

125 League Tables. Pressure from network leaders to "do better" but with few resources and little
support.

2/28/2018 9:01 AM

126 My understanding was that NAPLAN was to help schools and teachers identify areas that
needed additional support, and it is used that way successfully. I think the public and areas of
government use it to compare or rank schools, and I didn't think that was the originally intention,
nor is it helpful for schools to experience these comparisons, for example, in the media.

2/28/2018 8:51 AM

127 Teachers were assured this was a way of measuring teacher and school-based progress,
another form of data. NAPLAN has become the be all and end all of measuring student
achievement, pitting student against student and school against school. It is a narrow selection
of assessment and does not measure student or school achievement in a holistic and balanced
way. It also does not measure how a child performs in a learning setting, a child's learning
dispositions and skills which are huge contributors to how successful a child's learning journey
is.

2/28/2018 8:37 AM

128 The data can not be used statistically from year to year to compare each cohort. From a
statistical point the data is only useful for parent in getting an idea at what level their child is
performing. As an educational tool, it has rarely been informative about student achievement as
the test date given and the publishing of the results is always 6 months delayed. By that time
the student achievement and development has moved on from the parameters of the test when
it was done.

2/28/2018 8:31 AM

129 Given that we seem to be following the American model closer as time goes on, I believe that at
least some people within the government would like to see funding tied to test performance.

2/28/2018 8:24 AM

130 League tables were not intended and these give false picture. Like schools are not really like
schools and so data is misrepresented. There is an expectation that School Strategic Plans and
Annual Action Plans are informed by NAPLAN data at the expense of school evidence. This
also confuses parents.

2/28/2018 8:17 AM

131 league tables, comparing schools 2/28/2018 8:15 AM

132 League tables compare schools that are in no way similar. We were promised this would not
happen!

2/28/2018 8:06 AM

133 I teach college, I do use NAPLAN to give me an idea of where my students are at when they
enter year 11, but nothing beyond that. I did some modelling to see if NAPLAN correlates with
physics scores in year 11, the correlation is not great so NAPLAN is pretty limited in its
usefulness.

2/28/2018 8:06 AM

134 The fact that reports are developed from this data which categorise results by the parent level
of education, parent employment status, socio economic standings, etc. makes it much more of
a data grab beyond casually assessing how children rank across the nation in relation to the
curriculum.

2/28/2018 8:01 AM
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135 Surely outcome was seen before plans for NAPLAN & My Schools were put in place. Use of
data is important & most helpful for an individual school to target areas where learning needs
are to be focused for individual for both assistance & enrichment.

2/28/2018 8:01 AM

136 Judgement of students beyond their education. Judgement of schools in a narrow way 2/28/2018 7:56 AM

137 In the home and school community they are used to compare students with each other and
sometimes to make judgements about the quality of individual teachers. Results are used in
isolation to compare neighbouring schools. Sometimes there are no schools in the local area
that have a similar IXIA score. The general public do not understand how these measures work.
Results are used to select schools for children to attend

2/28/2018 7:54 AM

138 NAPLAN is an HSC style structure designed to grade schools. Disappointingly we here in the
ACT have moved so far away from the exciting and revolutionary school based curriculum that
supported and developed our local communities directly. The homogenous model has become,
little that is unique and special, but more the never ending story of multi-generational memory
and historic growth pains - usually not talked of as glowingly as that short period in ACT history
when the school was the creative, caring hub of our new and growing suburb communities.

2/28/2018 7:54 AM

139 Results are used to judge teachers! 2/28/2018 7:54 AM

140 Sometimes this is a good thing (research with reliable standardised data) and sometimes a bad
thing (simplistic comparisons on MySchool to judge schools without any investigation of why)

2/28/2018 7:53 AM

141 It is being used by the public to select schools, and being looked at to judge teacher
performance.

2/28/2018 7:53 AM

142 I believe it is being used at College level to help direct students to relevant courses to
take/workload that they will be able to handle, however, if a student wants to take a class then
they are still allowed to.

2/28/2018 7:40 AM

143 Definitely, as stated above. 2/28/2018 7:40 AM

144 They are used by parents to rank schools, when it wasn't the intention. 2/28/2018 7:38 AM

145 I'm not sure what the intention was, other than to placate political nuances surrounding how
well students were or were not performing

2/28/2018 7:36 AM

146 From parents to choose schools. Results are being taken as a be all to end all result from
parents. Schools are using data to make snap decisions rather then trusting teachers.

2/28/2018 7:30 AM

147 League tables, My School website 2/28/2018 7:27 AM

148 Residential property prices. 2/28/2018 7:12 AM

149 I think NAPLAN is clearly used as a post-hoc justification for the whims of the federal education
agenda. We are ahead of the USA and the UK but only Australia regularly panics about its
NAPLAN results and (surprise!) there's always a new initiative to be rolled out as a result.

2/28/2018 7:11 AM

150 They are used to compare schools and to compare students. 2/28/2018 7:02 AM

151 You often hear in the media which schools performed best and which schools did not. 2/28/2018 6:58 AM

152 It has become one off testing that is being used to compare schools "achievements" and does
not look at the child as a whole learner. It is a limited and biased form of testing that discounts
students from EALD backgrounds and students who struggle under test conditions.

2/28/2018 6:48 AM

153 To promote individual schools. Naplan results are used for entry into the private system or for
entry into out of area schools.

2/28/2018 6:45 AM

154 Ranking schools and making superficial judgements 2/28/2018 6:25 AM

155 Parents are choosing schools on results. Schools are teaching to tests and doing NAPLAN
prep. It's not right.

2/28/2018 6:15 AM

156 Whilst they are a valuable source of information for parents to have a general idea of where
their child is in comparison to the broader Australian child on that day, surely the money could
be better spent on initial teacher training, professional learning & moderation and marketing the
profession (seriously- it worked in the U.K. for a while) so parents had greater trust in us
knowing their child against the achievement standards EVERY day

2/28/2018 5:28 AM

157 Parents are "picking schools" based on my schools data 2/28/2018 5:12 AM

158 School Review purposes... ILP goals/ targets etc... 2/28/2018 2:11 AM
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159 It's my understanding that NAPLAN was always intended as a snapshot of performance to give
schools some way to triangulate their own data with a standardised test that provides a national
and state/territory view. It was never designed to compare 'like' schools so why is it being used
that way?? The way it is used on MySchool is over-simplifying education when we all know how
complex an art teaching is! Also in ACT I feel there is an undue emphasis placed on principals
and schools by the Education Directorate in terms of each school's NAPLAN results. Why
should principal and school performance be judged on NAPLAN results?? Why are schools
having to set targets for our annual action plans around NAPLAN results rather than student
growth? It leads to an over-focus on NAPLAN which is also negative when you consider that by
the time we get the results it's at least 4 months since the kids did the test!

2/27/2018 8:54 PM

160 I do not use them. I do not know what they are used for really. 2/27/2018 7:52 PM

161 They appear in paper to compare schools. 2/27/2018 7:38 PM

162 They are definitely not being used to inform teaching and pedagogy as much as they could be. 2/27/2018 7:22 PM

163 In some cases yes, we are able to find use for the data. It can be helpful. But the good does not
outweigh the bad.

2/27/2018 7:01 PM

164 apart from when one Minister (usually Federal) or another uses it to bash teachers, it should be
a part of what we look at to see how we are travelling but I emphasise it should be a PART of
what we look at - because if we only use that every 2 years, there would be enormous gaps

2/27/2018 5:45 PM

165 Far too much emphasis on comparing schools based on Very Narrow criteria, which ignore
Socioeconomic entrenched Inequities.

2/27/2018 4:09 PM

166 I agree that governments need some measures to assess how well they are tracking (in this
case in regards to education) but NAPLAN is too easy to extrapolate and use data that its
become the 'go to' measure- it provides such a narrow picture. Media tend to sensationalise
results and almost put schools and systems against each other. Poor NT for instance has so
many other issues to deal with much bigger than the education brief and some bilingual schools
don't even start English language learning until year 3 and yet their results are held up against
everyone else's - very demoralising for educators, families and students.

2/27/2018 4:00 PM

167 As a parent of a primary school-aged child, I have heard parents talking about entry to their
choice of secondary school being dependant on NAPLAN performance. It has become high
stakes, not just for schools but for individual students too.

2/27/2018 3:09 PM

168 There are clear trends of parents choosing schools and/or moving into areas in order to attend
schools that achieve well in NAPLAN. They appear to do this in the mistaken assumption that
this alone will make their child/ren smarter..

2/27/2018 2:51 PM

169 media circus league tables 2/27/2018 2:46 PM

170 NAPLAN was originally intended to identify those students not meeting the benchmarks so that
remediation could happen. In fact, there was Australian Government funding in the first year, so
that those students could receive additional support outside school hours. That was an effective
use of the diagnostic data that NAPLAN provides. Classroom teachers are now expected to do
that.

2/27/2018 2:44 PM

171 for the league tables 2/27/2018 2:14 PM
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3.94% 21

29.27% 156

41.84% 223

24.95% 133

Q12 8. In your teaching practice, how often do you use NAPLAN
student data? 
Answered: 533 Skipped: 46

TOTAL 533
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3.01% 16

30.70% 163

42.18% 224

24.11% 128

Q13 9. How useful is the data to you in your teaching practice?
Answered: 531 Skipped: 48

TOTAL 531
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62.66% 334

3.19% 17

25.52% 136

8.63% 46

Q14 10. If NAPLAN testing ceased to exist tomorrow, do you think your
students' experience of school would be better or worse?

Answered: 533 Skipped: 46

TOTAL 533
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59.32% 315

2.26% 12

38.42% 204

Q15 11. If NAPLAN testing ceased to exist tomorrow, would your job
satisfaction be higher or lower?

Answered: 531 Skipped: 48
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7.75% 40

14.15% 73

17.83% 92

11.63% 60

12.40% 64

44.96% 232

68.60% 354

78.68% 406

67.83% 350

Q16 12. Who do you think benefits from NAPLAN? (Tick any boxes that
apply.)

Answered: 516 Skipped: 63

Total Respondents: 516  
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10.17% 54

47.46% 252

33.71% 179

8.66% 46

Q17 13. How much emphasis is placed on NAPLAN testing at your
school?

Answered: 531 Skipped: 48
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61.87% 331

38.13% 204

Q18 14. Have you ever felt pressure to change the way you teach
because of NAPLAN?

Answered: 535 Skipped: 44

TOTAL 535
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48.11% 255

36.04% 191

15.85% 84

Q19 15. Are practice tests conducted at your school in preparation for
NAPLAN?

Answered: 530 Skipped: 49
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6.77% 36

82.14% 437

11.09% 59

Q20 16. Should test data about your school be publicly available (say,
on a website or in a newspaper)?

Answered: 532 Skipped: 47
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31.27% 167

39.70% 212

29.03% 155

Q21 17. Would it be more appropriate for a proportion of students in the
testing years to be tested rather than every child (random sampling) in

order to identify broad trends?
Answered: 534 Skipped: 45
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55.56% 295

24.11% 128

20.34% 108

Q22 18. Would it be more appropriate for territory or state data only
(averaged across all schools in that jurisdiction) to be publicly available

to see broad trends across states and territories?
Answered: 531 Skipped: 48
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84.75% 450

7.91% 42

7.34% 39

Q23 19. Would it be more appropriate for NAPLAN data to be available
only to staff at the school and the student and their family, rather than

on the MySchool website where school results can be compared?
Answered: 531 Skipped: 48
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77.30% 412

16.32% 87

6.38% 34

Q24 20. Have you ever heard of a family choosing a school at least
partially based on NAPLAN results published on the MySchool

website?
Answered: 533 Skipped: 46
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8.27% 44

91.73% 488

Q25 21. Is the MySchool website useful to you as a teacher?
Answered: 532 Skipped: 47
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Q26 22. On a scale of 0-10 (0 being least supportive), how supportive
are you of NAPLAN in its current form?
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Q27 23. On a scale of 0-10 (0 being least supportive), how supportive
are you of the MySchool website?

Answered: 531 Skipped: 48
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92.11% 490

3.38% 18

4.51% 24

Q28 24. Do you believe it is time to conduct a comprehensive review
into NAPLAN or national standardised testing in this country?
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Q29 If there are any other comments you'd like to share regarding
NAPLAN or MySchool, please add them below.

Answered: 154 Skipped: 425

# RESPONSES DATE

1 I don't see how sample testing would be useful to individual teachers. 3/17/2018 3:02 PM

2 Many of the appropriate use of NAPLAN data questions where I have responded "I don't know"
reflect a concern that data being used or published out of context can be easily manipulated at
various levels and to suit particular agendas (school, jurisdictions, government, media, etc...). I
have no objection to transparency and accountability but will always argue that NAPLAN is just
one piece of information amongst many measures for a school. The narrow and often negative
narrative around NAPLAN is not useful or productive.

3/16/2018 11:30 AM

3 It does not show the advantages or merets of the education offerred at a school. It does not
indicate how your child will perform at a school. It does show the focus a school takes to
improve their achievement on the test which also has effects on the business of a non
government school. Education is more than getting a uni score.

3/15/2018 8:32 PM

4 We would be better placed to spend more money on adequate training and teaching skills in
pre service and new education teachers and in supporting teachers to provide a top notch
quality service to students and families, rather than blaming them for not working hard enough
based on their formal testing results i.e. NAPLAN..

3/15/2018 3:15 PM

5 NAPLAN costs millions and millions each year - the information it generates for parents can be
provided by regular school results. I do not think NAPLAN. Is good value for money.

3/15/2018 11:04 AM

6 NAPLAN is not everything but it is not nothing either. It could be, and should be, data that is
useful for schools, teachers and families to support intervention and targeting of learning. The
problem is that if it is seen as the only measure (and particularly in the secondary space we
don't have a lot of standardized tools) then the results can be skewed by local anomalies (i.e. 5
kids decide not to put pen to paper!). It is also at least 6 months out of date before results come
back and so is not useful in intervention and it takes two years to see the impact on any given
cohort of students. The on line version may help but I would like to see a suite of tools be
developed and used with more timely results and targeting different skills. Certainly I think there
are anomalies that are ignored and conclusions drawn from the data that have been used for
political effect rather than anything else.

3/15/2018 8:44 AM

7 My knowledge of the MySchools website is limited. Parents can be more anxious than the
students leading up to and after NAPLAN which has negative effects on the students as well.
The data received from NAPLAN is irrelevant by the time we get it back. There's no use for it as
a classroom teacher. Although, as a school looking at the overall growth or decline in areas as a
whole is useful.

3/15/2018 7:50 AM

8 I think NAPLAN can be useful for teachers to see the strengths and weaknesses of the students
in their classes and then work on these. It can inform school priorities too. It is an externally set
measure so the schools themselves don't have to write the tests nor collate the information. It is
minimal impact here at school. We organise the testing days and rooms and then the students
sit the test.

3/15/2018 7:19 AM

9 NAPLAN and MySchool are ridiculous platforms that create only fodder for the Media to hype up
to sell newspaper and spread fear amongst schools and families. The data from NAPLAN is
especially useless given the extended amount of time schools have to wait before they can
access it and are further hamstrung by the fact that the data is only locally available to staff for a
short period of time before it is sent home to families. This then often brings in a second wave of
anxiety/trauma to school staff as they then have to respond to panicked parents wanting to
know "what we as a school are doing to address their child's apparent needs. This assessment
tool is given so much hype and weight by politicians and the media that data that is collected
locally by staff is often overridden by anxious parents. This then further exacerbates stress and
fatigue of already over-worked staff under immense pressure to perform in data collection. My
school website is ridiculous, the school I have spent a significant amount of time working in is
compared only to Daramalan College in the ACT and similar schools from Sydney's north.
Schools that have a similar rating to it but also have a greater power of decision over whom
attend the school and little to no schools of low socio-economic background.

3/15/2018 7:18 AM

10 I think the intended focus has been lost. I think we need to be very intentional with the way in
which we gain data and what we do with the data we have collected. NAPLAN is giving mixed
messages. It only gives a snap shot and doesn't assess what we actually need it to assess as
there are so many other factors at play. Our focus has to be on transparency and on
maximising student outcomes. I would support a comprehensive review of NAPLAN.

3/15/2018 6:43 AM
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11 NAPLAN has a place. Unfortunately it lost its way over the years. There is a focus on this need
for high stakes testing which stressed students. If you want to empower teachers, allow them to
actually teach. We have a curriculum which allows for that. Some form of national testing so that
experts in education can research best practices would be great. Encourage schools to share.
Let them share what works and what doesn't. We know that every school and every child is
different, but there are strategies that exist that may apply to more than one area. MySchool is a
joke. The idea of comparing schools based on the results of one test is delusional thinking at its
finest. It is a narrow view to take of a much larger issue. It also puts pressure on teachers at that
school to make it seem like the work that they do is not as valued as the work of a teacher at
another school. It's hard to see how anyone could argue that is a good idea. If we want to
support teachers, get rid of MySchool.

3/14/2018 7:35 PM

12 Stop wasting money. Well trained, well supported, well resourced teachers are the way to
improve the educational experiences for our students. Formative and summative assessment
designed by thoughtful, creative teachers who know their students and understand their needs
is much more useful for planning effective learning than naplan can ever be.

3/14/2018 6:24 PM

13 I'm over it! Waste of time for it to be externally published and others who are ill qualified to then
debate the results...usually without the original criteria...so far from the intentions behind
NAPLAN. My School website is complete non example of where the Canberra Times and
politicians (many of who have no educational credentials) then make judgements..... that are
misguided and ill justified, publicly commenting on schools results to the detriment of the school
communities...grrrrr!

3/14/2018 3:04 PM

14 NAPLAN results, characterised as hard data, pose a serious threat to more nuanced debate
about student achievement. In reality, NAPLAN results are often based on cultural arbitraries,
such as the notion of "a hobby". NAPLAN results are inevitably divisive, and may be overly
powerful in influence behaviour and attitudes across the community, particularly in regards to
anxiety. Since NAPLAN results are diminishing, and value-add becomes increasing elusive, it is
hard to see how NAPLAN's influence cannot become negative. It is also hard to see how current
stakeholders, including the Federal Government would benefit from abandoning NAPLAN, given
their level of investment.

3/14/2018 12:44 PM

15 This testing places unnecessary pressure on students and teachers and administrators. It is not
in context, it is inflexible in the way the students are questioned. I have a number of students
who do well when sharing their knowledge and understanding verbally but struggle to record or
type their thoughts. Also, the students who are withdrawn feel ostracized and singled out, and
negative about their abilities. It is not an indicator of anything good about these students.

3/14/2018 10:31 AM

16 NAPLAN is providing schools with longitudinal data of their schools and has in each of the
schools I've taught identified areas where students' understanding and skills were less than they
should be. However this data must always be used knowing that it contains many variables
including changing tests and changing cohorts. Schools have used NAPLAN to inform their
school practices along with many other forms of assessment to inform school practices.
Summative assessment is an essential component of all schools assessing, teaching learning
cycle but NAPLAN is not the only way to have appropriate student and school data. Information
provided through NAPLAN to families is a good indicator of student learning but it is provided
months after the actual testing which effects the validity of the results, and should be affirming
information being provided by teachers through other assessments and reporting processes.
Unfortunately NAPLAN reports are rarely if ever shared and discussed with students to assist
them in setting learning goals The cost of NAPLAN & MySchool I feel is excessive for what it
provides for teachers and families.

3/14/2018 10:14 AM

17 If we look at what is happening more broadly in educational theory, the move seems to be away
from standardised testing, so why is Australia so obsessed with it?

3/14/2018 9:16 AM

18 Being a casual teacher NAPLAN hasn’t impacted on my teaching (but I do remember ACTAP
dictated some of our teaching).

3/13/2018 4:01 PM

19 This questionnaire seems like it is collecting pretty pointless data. 3/13/2018 3:35 PM

20 NAPLAN has damaged children and created more inequities 3/13/2018 2:20 PM

21 Standardised testing is of very little value to teachers. We are trained to use formative
assessment. Formative assessment means we can respond to students learning at the point of
need. For example, my students are writing, I can check in before they finish so that they can
edit and use their new learning in an authentic way. Standardised testing often highlights
students gaps in knowledge in a negative way. I have been asked to administer tests to a class
of students knowing that a proportion of them will fail. I know that some of my students cannot
complete the tasks yet I have to insist that they participate. This goes against all my training and
what I know about student learning. My own children participated in NAPLAN. I wanted them to
be exempt but both felt too embarrassed to do an alternative activity. Then in year 9 they
realised there was nothing in it for them an ceased to try. I did not look at their results but I
imagine they did not show improvement between year 7 and 9 - not because they did not learn
but by that age they have worked out that NAPLAN does not effect their school grades.
NAPLAN week is a tricky week for lots of families. Students can feel a lot of pressure.

3/13/2018 1:06 PM
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22 I believe NAPLAN is fine in how it's meant to be - a universal test to give very broad data trends
for schools and their year groups. Considering teachers are still unpacking the curriculum in
small clusters, and there is no set way to create assessments and rubrics, there is no way to
measure schools against each other, which means there's no quality way to attain trend data.
Which is what NAPLAN is, every teacher knows not all students test well, and that this is a
snapshot of just one test in each area - which is why we don't use it as a data source for our
assessment/reporting because it's not formative, and because not all of the test is taught, it's
not a quality summative test either. It's just a 'rough idea' and I'm fine with it being that. I'm also
fine with schools have their 'rough ideas' looked at, in general, because usually those 'rough
ideas' aren't miles off course, they're usually a decent enough snapshot to see if a school/area
is trending very high or low with their results, and then specific directorates and leaders can
look at what's happening, why, and how it can be supported. To even ask the question, "Do you
believe NAPLAN has improved student outcomes over the last ten years?" is wildly misleading
because we have to unpack that to mean "Do we think NAPLAN has improved knowledge and
understanding of cluster/school data trends which have then lead to a strategy of line-wide
change to support and improve student outcomes over the last ten years?" - because we all
know a test isn't going to improve student results, that's not what tests do, nor should do. As for
whether NAPLAN data has lead to these changes, well only leaders would really know that, but
most teachers can possibly conclude it has. The survey seems to be conflating "Do we like
NAPLAN?"with "Do we need NAPLAN?" - and no one likes NAPLAN, it takes a bit of time away
from our already crowded curriculum, and then we have to retrain in how to administer it
digitally, and then we have to assuage parental/student fears about it because it's a constant
beat up in the press [and our emails with surveys like this], but do we need a Universal Testing
system to build a snapshot of global efficacy in our classrooms - yes. Is NAPLAN perfect...I
don't know, but I'd rather see a solution offered rather than just a biased bashing that doesn't
seem to be leading much of anywhere except for the hint of a 'comprehensive review' of
NAPLAN that could come out of this. I hope my blunt words don't come across as [too] annoyed
- I'm just writing this on a lunch break between planning lessons and marking assessments and
hoping to make the world a better place [before I work out when my Year 5 NAPLAN online
training is] so there's, sadly, no time to edit this. Thanks for the chance to provide feedback :]

3/13/2018 12:51 PM

23 I choose to remove my own children from the process as I do not believe in the process. 3/13/2018 11:40 AM

24 If NAPLAN is used for the low stakes, diagnostic purposes it appeared to have designed for, I
still feel that it serves a valuable purpose to inform the differentiated instruction provided by our
schools. If these results continue to be made damagingly available to the public as they have
been through MySchool, it causes damage to collective teacher efficacy and a diminishing of
school focus on learning rather than assessment, to the disadvantage of our students.

3/13/2018 10:44 AM

25 My school is year 11 and 12 only so we do not conduct NAPLAN, however we are aware of the
impacts in some ways and we do look at the data for students to see how they have
progressed.

3/9/2018 1:19 PM

26 there are so many other things that a school, community or area need to address to make a
judgement about a schools culture, support and student engagement other than a standardised
test results. For families who are not fortunate enough to be able to pick and choose a school,
there are labels and stigma which lead to a "class system" developing. I can't understand why
an organisation that claims to focus on student needs can have government ideologies create a
system that encourages elitism and inequality for students and communities.

3/9/2018 12:41 PM

27 I understand the need for country wide testing but the data is being misused. The results are a
snapshot of how the student performed on one day and it shouldn't be considered as reliable
information of a student's ability. Also, the numeracy test is very literacy based which puts
students who may be good at maths but not so good in English at a disadvantage. NAPLAN
causes a lot of stress for both students and teachers. We have so much to cover with the
curriculum and I hate being expected to drop what I'm doing to teach my students how to take a
NAPLAN test.

3/9/2018 8:39 AM

28 Naplan has its uses for the family of the child - showing where they stand in relation to the rest
of Australia or State. It is also a useful long term tool to see how things are going generally
across Australia. For the school it is useful to look at the growth of students and see what might
or might not be working. It is useless when comparing last year's Yr 7 with this year's Yr 7,
which is often what is shown in the rankings. Those rankings do not show the growth in student
literacy and numeracy, the most important aspect I feel. I also see it as another task, on top of
everything else, which schools were given with little time or money given to those who have to
implement Naplan. There is also an assumption by people looking at Naplan results that all
students are capable of doing well in Naplan, its only poor teaching that stops them. There is
little account taken of students with disabilities, EALD students and students with social and
emotional problems. Whilst parents can request exemptions ,many for all sorts of reasons don't
and this can affect a schools overall ranking in comparisons. Whilst there is some attempt to
compare like schools, most people do not really look at that and look at the simplest
comparisons.

3/9/2018 7:29 AM

29 MySchool has developed something with little use (Naplan) into something that is even more
destructive than it previously was to schools, teachers and especially to students!

3/9/2018 7:19 AM

62 / 72

AEU Member Survey on NAPLAN and MySchool



30 the issue with NAPLAN is the results are useless by the time receive them, we get the
information anywhere between 3-6 months later so to inform us as an assessment tool it is
unusable.

3/9/2018 7:12 AM

31 The time impact (on teaching and teachers) is important particularly with the move to digital
testing this year. Time to make sure all the systems will run, time to attend training, time to
download the browser, time to gather headphones, time from teaching students what they need
to know to watch them complete a test where the results are rarely surprising.

3/8/2018 6:03 AM

32 In a previous school, teachers were encouraged to 'teach to the (NAPLAN) test' all of Term one
and up until the test was done early in Term 2. Students and teachers were very happy when
the testing was over. In general NAPLAN tests do not assist teachers - by the time the results of
NAPLAN are available, students have improved their knowledge and skills and the test is no
longer relevant.

3/7/2018 9:45 PM

33 NAPLAN is stressful for students, families and teachers. It detracts from the core teaching tasks
and creates elitism in an already dividing world. We need to be better than this.

3/7/2018 3:25 PM

34 Both NAPLAN and MySchool do nothing to increase the value of education in Australia.
NAPLAN is biased toward children from higher social economic areas. Schools are places were
curiosity and passion for learning should be front and centre. If we are endeavoring to create
curious, courageous, creative, passionate and independent learners then NAPLAN doesn't
value add to any of these skills.

3/7/2018 2:56 PM

35 You don't fatten the pig by weighing it 3/7/2018 2:38 PM

36 The online testing will be testing students ability to use a computer and to type therefore
disadvantaging students who do not have access to computers. This eliminates the purpose of
the test.

3/7/2018 2:37 PM

37 I am concerned that with the introduction of Naplan online this year, that the English test will be
a typing test, rather than giving any information on the child's ability to construct texts. Are the
questions going to be multiple choice only? If students are required to construct tests but have
no typing proficiency, then the test is not valid!

3/7/2018 2:22 PM

38 I think the data collected from NAPLAN is helpful for a wide range of people and uses. Having
that data publicly available is important for the transparent nature of our system. Data about
individual students should only be available to them, their family, and education staff, but
generalised results should be publicly available. Having this available should help identify where
help can be applied to better support the education system as a whole. Additionally the value is
not solely a reflection of the quality of the school, or its teaching, but of a wide range of factors
from regional policies to SES.

3/7/2018 2:06 PM

39 I am glad my current school does not place a big emphasise on test practcie or getting students
ready. I know through professional discussions at PL courses etc of schools where his is NOT
the case and teachers really feel the pressure and have discussed that in the lead up weeks
they spend quite a lot of time with practice exams and writitng tasks etc. Writing in particular is
an issue becuase we simply do now expect (or want!) students doing completed writing tasks in
such a short period of time. In fact, it actually reinfornces the OPPOSITE of what we want
stduents to understand, which is that quality writing does not just happen. That it takes time and
plenty of revision/editing NOT just fixing fullstops and capital letters! The comparison of schools
which some people believe can be done by comparing NAPLAN results is damaging and awful.
I am not against testing or having data that schools, states, Directorates and governments can
use to try and evaluate whetehr initiatives are making a difference. Data can also help identify
high performing schools so that analysis can be done to try and workout what similarities may
be occuring in the schools that perform well so that this important information can be used to
help all schools. The shame assocaited with schools performing average or below potetntially
'creates' issues as those students who can move out of these schools to so called better
performing schools and tip th scales even further! This is NOT helpful and in fact is damaging
for the many invloved.

3/7/2018 1:52 PM

40 The millions of dollars that are being spent on this regime are dollars wasted. Schools that are
public are well and good but unlike their elite counterparts especially - most schools do not have
specialist art and music teachers or qualified librarians - if every child had access to these
subject areas it would be many times more beneficial than a politician's testing regime.
NAPLAN results get everyone’s attention, mainstream media and parents, teachers and school
communities. Attention is diverted from curriculum implementation. Resources, teacher
attention and class time is taken up with attempts to improve the results of under-performing
students. It means that the scope and depth of the curriculum is often ignored in favour of drills
and activities aimed at improving student test performance.

3/7/2018 1:16 PM

41 The only fair and useful comparative data for schools is seeing the distance travelled between
the testing years e.g. year 3 to 5. Where the gains are great in a particular school in a particular
area, then principals are in a position to work together with each other in a detailed way to find
out which teaching practices are leading to the greater gains. Schools with lesser gains are then
able to copy. I have tried to do this in a small way personally for spelling. I believe that this is the
only strong way that NAPLAN can benefit students

3/7/2018 12:12 PM
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42 It has changed the structure of the school day with focus on these new subjects - literacy and
numeracy - and they have to be in prime teaching time bumping other valuable subjects to less
desirable teaching times - eg - arts can go in afternoon when they can play music or dance -
don't need prime time!!!! These subjects - STEAM - are the keys to acquiring literacy and
numeracy skills but don't get a look in as not measured by a test.

3/7/2018 11:25 AM

43 As a teacher NAPLAN is damaging to schools, students and taechers. As a parent it is the most
useless and irrelevant piece of paper I have ever received. I think it is ludicrous that we
compare one child to another, and one school to another. NAPLAN creates problems because
schools become popular because they achieve great results, without any indication of how they
go about prepping students for the test. It encourages schools and thereby teachers to focus on
getting the best NAPLAN scores rather than ensuring students are experiencing the curriculum
in and engaging and rich way. The MySchool website is not a valid tool to select a school by,
My Child attends St Clare's College Canberra, similar schools to this one are not even in
Canberra so that is useless. It is just full of tables and graphs that don't tell you anything about
individual experiences. Also ICSEA is a scale developed to enable fair comparisons of schools
but it isn't a rating, wait what am I missing something here. If I can compare schools based on
the ICSEA how can it not be a rating of the schools performance, according to the My School
website its just about the socio-economic background of the students. How helpful is it to
compare schools based on how rich the parents are?

3/7/2018 11:07 AM

44 We should move away from standardised testing of all students. We should do a random
sample like what occurs in PISA testing. Standardised testing doesn't reflect what happens in
our classrooms.

3/7/2018 10:45 AM

45 I think the transparency around school funding that is available on MySchool website is
invaluable. It is the only reason I would support its continuance. Publishing student achievement
is ridiculous and sets the education system up for failure and opens its to unwarranted criticism
by those who are not qualified to comment.

3/7/2018 10:34 AM

46 It doesn't provide good data - it takes months to get the data which is then out of date. It takes
up valuable teaching and learning time. Creates a false idea of a school's worth. It tests children
for outmoded (post industrial revolution) and non curricula related subjects - AND if we do have
to have a standardised test it should be delving into a student's ability to think laterally and
creatively and their 'AQ' or ability to adapt to change. My School is a name and shame website
that creates a 'good' schools vs. 'bad' schools scenario that denigrates the great work being
done in public education.

3/7/2018 9:46 AM

47 The answers to questions 13-16 are not applicable to me as I am a College Teacher, so we
don't do Naplan tests.

3/7/2018 9:32 AM

48 NAPLAN and MySchool provide such a narrow window into the experience of student learning.
And, unfortunately, what you measure is what you come to value. By measuring literacy and
numeracy, we (as a society) have come to value these dimensions beyond all other student
achievement (e.g. artistic, sporting, interpersonal). We also provide a message to students that
these aspects of their scholarly life are unimportant.

3/7/2018 9:12 AM

49 I work in a college at the moment, so we don't do NAPLAN here, but I have been at high school
in the past where the tests are conducted. One was a high performing school and another a low
performing school. The results are not an indicator of the quality of the education at the school,
but more an indicator of the demographic in the catchment area. NAPLAN testing, and the My
School website, are both a waste of time and resources that could be better spent elsewhere,
such as increasing funding for schools.

3/7/2018 9:11 AM

50 Everyone dreads NAPLAN. It really only benefits students who are already capable. The others
just hate it and see it as an unfair test which often just pushes their self-esteem levels down
further.

3/7/2018 8:36 AM

51 Standardised testing should be abolished, the money could go towards supporting students and
assisting in appropriately staffing school.

3/7/2018 7:58 AM

52 The MySchool website is a bizarre ranking of comparable ?? schools. I'm not sure how they
decide what makes one school comparable to another. Parents still judge schools by their
results and the published improvements in the media. When testing such as NAPLAN was first
introduced the goal was to provide extra resources to schools most in need - improving literacy
and numeracy (which has in itself fallen by the wayside). The last school I worked in needed the
extra resources which never came. Instead we see schools increasing computer literacy and
closing access to written resources and closing their libraries. Children from so many lower
socio-economic families today will not have access to newspapers or books and be glued to the
social media, rather than taking an interest in local and world events and the different
perspectives available from a "good" book. In some ways, I have been lucky in that my children
exceeded many of the NAPLAN standards for their age group. Our house is still full of books
and, while our children had access to up-to-date computer equipment, they are have access to
very good school and local libraries, which were regularly visited.

3/7/2018 7:49 AM

53 Why are these 'survey' questions so obviously loaded in one direction? They do little to show
professional appreciation of proper surveying, and can easily be criticised as biased toward a
particular set of results.

3/7/2018 7:46 AM
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54 My answers were based upon my experience in my previous school, which was in the
independent sector. This year I am working in a special needs school, which is exempt from
NAPLAN testing, hence my decision to base my answers upon previous experience.

3/7/2018 7:19 AM

55 The My School website does not include accurate information about schools. Schools should be
judged on a broad range of things, not just NAPLAN. In the school I work in there is a huge
range of students with varying academic abilities, cultural backgrounds etc etc. This is not taken
into account in the data. Year 9 NAPLAN is the most difficult year level to test. Students know it
is not worth anything towards their grades, some choose not to put in a full effort and therefore
the data is not accurate - how do you make the students realise that if they put in an effort it can
be a snapshot in time of them compared to other students in their year level across the country
- many do not see the value.

3/7/2018 7:07 AM

56 There has to be a better way. We are now testing students to see if they are gifted, testing for
naplan and the list goes on - when will it end.

3/7/2018 5:33 AM

57 There is a lot of inconsistency in the preparation of students for NAPLAN. Rumours suggest that
some schools run intensive preparation programs, whilst at other schools, very little practice is
provided.

3/6/2018 9:43 PM

58 No standardised test will provide me as a teacher with the data that I need when I am on the
floor doing my job- assessing through observation and dialogue with students so that I can
respond to their needs on the spot. At present I spend more time analyzing data that is often 3
plus months old instead of planning future lessons. As a parent I carefully looked at my child's
results that were very low and identified that this was because they had changed their answer
and the computer recorded it as 2 answers given. On the other side my son who has always
received learning support got into the to band in year 5 because he was enterprising and
regurgitated word for word a speech I had helped him with the year before.

3/6/2018 8:14 PM

59 I recently attended a PD where the person delivering the workshop wrote sections of the
Australian Curriculum. She constantly lectured to us about how to differentiate according to the
achievement standards and how differentiation is vital for teachers and for assessment. This
presentation of differentiation went on for over 2 hours. When she asked for a non-example of
differentiation, I answered to her NAPLAN. On that comment, she responded that NAPLAN was
"different circumstances". When I kept asking her why, she could not give me a legitimate
answer and moved on. Even though she spent so long hammering us about how important
differentiation was, especially when it came to student assessment, she couldn't answer me as
to why we should have a standardised assessment we administer as teachers. NAPLAN
honestly makes you feel like the worst teacher in the world. It is our job to help and support
students in their learning. Students seek our assistance during the NAPLAN test. I am required
by law to say to them "have a go yourself, I can't help you". I would love to see someone in the
department tell a child that answer and see the disappointed look in their eye when they realise
you can't differentiate this question for them.

3/6/2018 7:14 PM

60 No - think I explained my feeling above. As a parent as well as a teacher I dislike NAPLAN - I
withdrew my children when testing was occurring at school even though I have a gifted son he
asked not to participate in testing due to the pointlessness for his learning and the waste of time
in the pre-test preparation. I have see on FB forums for parents the mention of - "Oh, I have
seen the My School website and I saw this , this and this". I have also been on the receiving end
of well score were low in this and this area, what did you do and what are you going to do to
rectify it. ANTI NAPLAN -er yes I am.

3/6/2018 5:31 PM

61 I believe NAPLAN online should be used flexibly by teachers at the appropriate time to gauge a
child's progress. I believe there should be a choice of writing task because the focus should be
on a child writing well, not on genre. I also believe the task should have more planning and
writing time. MySchool is so frequently inaccurate in its matching of so called similar schools
that it is detrimental to public perception of schools and causes significant damage. It
particularly damages perception of public schools e.g. where a private school screens its intake
and the 'similar' school does not. I have repeatedly noted inconsistencies such as comparable
proportion of EAL/D students, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students or gender. I also
question the accuracy of ICSEA. In my system parents do not have to state their profession so
how can this data be used to determine a rating when it is incomplete?

3/6/2018 4:44 PM

62 A test is only one moment or performance some people handle stress better than others - same
with children some handle tests others don't - children may also pick up parents attitudes and
feel pressure from their parents.In my opinion the money set aside for Naplan would be better
spent on services in schools such as speech, occupational therapists, counsellors etc.

3/6/2018 4:17 PM

63 See previous comment. 3/6/2018 4:14 PM

64 There should be a survey for parents to respond to. I am replying as a teacher but I also have
views for my own children.

3/6/2018 4:00 PM
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65 I would simply like to point out, as some of my answers may seem contradictory, that I can see
a benefit in identifying areas of need or gaps in learning, which NAPLAN can do. I feel however
that there are better ways of gathering this data and that comparing students across Australia is
like the old apples and oranges debate. Even comparing, for example, gifted children in NSW to
gifted children in NT is going to be skewed as the children themselves are the anomaly in the
equation. They are all different and bring different experiences and history to the testing table.
Having standardised benchmarks is beneficial, I agree, but why place such huge emphasis on it
in the media and at directorate level? What purpose does it fruitfully serve? I am sure it has
been a long time for most directorate staff since they were in a classroom at the coal face
dealing with the children that build the relationship with you and entrust you with their learning.
Seems like a thinly disguised shaming tool to me.

3/6/2018 2:42 PM

66 See above. I think I'm pretty clear. 3/6/2018 2:42 PM

67 Education is a complex, personalised experience, which can not be assessed by centralised
testing. NAPLAN undermines confidence in teachers and puts undue stress on students in
order to appease political mandates that are divorced from the realities of schooling.

3/6/2018 2:38 PM

68 It is important to identify students with literacy and numeracy difficulties early, to support early
intervention, and then to track progress and adjust intervention accordingly. Whilst it is helpful to
have some standardised testing in Year 3 and 5, and beyond....there needs to be follow-up from
PIPS, including phonological knowledge and phonemic awareness tests and tests of reading
skills. Jennifer Buckingham makes a very sound argument for resources to be diverted to
phonics screening etc in year one. This screening could inform intervention and prevention
longer term in regard to learning issues. Research supports early intervention and assessment
and intervention, with evidence based programs. An RTI type approach or framework with
evidence based programs, and more consistency across system would be most beneficial when
looking at progression of literacy and numeracy skills. More resources need to be diverted into
early intervention, and will save money and secondary problems longer-term.

3/6/2018 2:29 PM

69 I have only looked at the childcare version of my school to help me choose a childcare for my
children. I found the information to be useless and out of date. Many centres had incorrectly
listed numbers and availability and many school had not be audited to compare effectively.

3/6/2018 2:18 PM

70 As a teacher I won't let my children do the test. 3/6/2018 2:15 PM

71 I see NAPLAN as a waste of time with no credible results for anyone. It is a snapshot in time
and is not a reliable form of testing. We know that schools teach to the test and suspect that
help is given to students during the testing time. MY SCHOOL causes more angst and has
certainly affected enrollments at our school. We have had calls from overseas requesting places
for students when families return from a posting or move to Australia. Families are desperate to
get a house in the area to ensure they are zoned for our school and will even lie in the attempt
to secure a place.

3/4/2018 2:07 PM

72 Planning and organisation of NAPLAN takes a lions share of the time which takes a teacher
away from core duties. It includes working on test timetables, supervision roster, attending
information sessions, disrupting student timetable, organising catch-up sessions, collecting
various information on student exemption, non-participation, disability adjustments and so on
and so forth. Basically, a teacher who is paid to teach ends up doing a range of administrative
duties at the cost of preparing, teaching and assessing their own students.

3/2/2018 3:17 PM

73 There is so much data out there that if we improve school environment and teachers ability then
the students learning will increase. Now that does not mean testing for each teachers, but giving
them time to plan and time to give quality feedback and time to build the relationships with
students to create the change that they need to see improvements in their learning.

3/2/2018 1:01 PM

74 As a math teacher I feel insulted by the selection of question for the numeracy part of NAPLAN:
more often than not the questions rely on a high level of literacy and low level of mathematics to
be answered correctly. I have had many students tell me they use a process of elimination to
come to their solution. It's time society pull its head out of the sand and realise that education
needs a lot of input into students to make them reach their true potential: employ more staff so
that ALL classes have at least two professionals engaged in helping ALL students learn.

3/2/2018 9:47 AM

75 get rid of it! It only is for the statistics to compare us against other countries. A waste of time for
teachers taking out valuable teaching time.

3/2/2018 9:19 AM

76 Top down education policy does not work, Teaching practices base on the needs of students
are more effective as long as teachers are well trained and payed well. Unfortunately the quality
of some teaching and the quality of some educational managers including school principals
departmental personnel and politicians is substandard. Testing these officers instead of the
students might lead to improvement.

3/1/2018 3:40 PM

77 NAPLAN is used as a beating stick that flows from government levels right down to the
teachers. Even parents want to blame teachers for a child’s performance.

3/1/2018 1:34 PM
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78 NAPLAN is a waste of time and effort. It creates workload for teachers because teachers are
pressured to teach to NAPLAN so that the school does not look bad. Gov. use NAPLAN as a
way to slander teachers and use teachers as a cop out when results are not great. Rather than
provide funding and resourcing they blame teacher proficiency. NAPLAN should be abandoned
completely. It is a useless test, that does not inform teaching practice nor true student abilities.

3/1/2018 1:17 PM

79 Year 7 should not be a testing year - they have only had one term in their high school, so their
results are not an accurate reflection of the impact the high school has had on the students' skill
level. Year 8 and 10 are more appropriate testing years.

3/1/2018 9:55 AM

80 As I am a new educator, my knowledge/experience of NAPLAN in schools is minimal. From
what I have seen and heard, there seems to be little benefit to NAPLAN. However, I am still
unsure. I would like to experience NAPLAN in my current school before I make any further
judgement.

3/1/2018 8:49 AM

81 What happened to professional teacher judgement? 3/1/2018 8:42 AM

82 While it is imperative that we look at the way we test our students to gather meaningful data any
changes will be useless unless we address the systematic failings and out-dated model that is
our current educational system nationally. Anything less is simply another band aid.

3/1/2018 8:09 AM

83 I would love to know exactly how much money is being invested into NAPLAN and where that
money is going. I would also be very interested in how much money media outlets make off the
publishing of MySchools data but I understand that is much harder to quantify.

3/1/2018 7:54 AM

84 It needs to be stopped 3/1/2018 3:05 AM

85 I teach at a school that scores high almost every year. But the data tells only part of a story.
There are so many variables that need to be considered, which means much of what is
assumed from analysis is wrong.

2/28/2018 9:54 PM

86 Naplan can be a valuable tool but I believe too much emphasis is placed on it. I teach in a
College and we use Naplan data to help inform us of the student's capabilities when selecting
levels for College - however it is used in conjunction with other data. I don't believe it hurts
students to sit a formal test as this is often not done in earlier high school and can be a shock to
them when they reach higher years. The test itself isn't the issue, teaching to it is and
comparing schools is the issue.

2/28/2018 4:36 PM

87 I have heard of instances where schools persuade parents to withdraw students of lower ability
so their school gains higher results. I would rather have my teaching time back. NAPLAN
compares only a few areas of what 21st century students are skilled in.

2/28/2018 4:33 PM

88 I cannot see the purpose in NAPLAN. Both students and schools as a whole stand to gain very
little about our students learning that we as teachers don't already know. We do both formative
and summative testing and know our students - emotionally, academically, socially, etc - so well
anyway. With this knowledge we write reports and discuss issues with parents in interviews. We
ARE doing NAPLAN everyday.

2/28/2018 4:26 PM

89 The MySchool web site just strokes the egos of affluent in society. NAPLAN represents a
fictitious line in the sand that someone thinks all students of a particular age should have
attained. Life is never so black and white. The farce of getting a computer to mark the English
exam was beyond the pale. They clearly wanted a RIGHT answer.

2/28/2018 4:13 PM

90 We are constantly testing. That's all we seem to do these days. No time to analyse results and
develop programs to address student needs and interests.

2/28/2018 4:06 PM

91 Accountability is important. NAPLAN has helped us reflect on current programs and make
changes, it has shown us where our teaching is mostly focused. It isn't useful for individual
students. It doesn't help us get funding for our children who need speech, OT, behavioural
specialists, reading and writing specialists or simply books in our schools to help build the
cultural capital of our children in low socio economic areas. It allows for some people to think
that they will get a better education in another school, even though when you look at the data
the value added of higher scoring schools may not match the improvement or the value added
in lower scoring schools. NAPLAN does not recognise the teachers who put hours into planning
and preparing and learning new pedagogy, writing Individual Learning Plans, going the extra
mile creating a wonderful learning environment for children who have very little in their life that is
safe or engaging. We need a review.

2/28/2018 3:45 PM

92 Please look at what we are doing IN SCHOOLS. Stop assuming teachers are not doing their
jobs, come in and see what challenges we face. Talk to teachers in crisis, find out what
stresses them, find out why they are leaving the profession. Find out what great teachers
sacrifice to be great, because I guarantee their family and their income are two things that will
pop up. We need less oversight admin to do, and more time to work WITH our students. I can
only improve the outcomes of a struggling student if I have time to engage with them, I can
assess their level of skill and prior learning, I can instruct them in a safe, engaging workplace
and I can set them differentiated curriculum. That is supported by John Hattie's research, not
some assumption from a politician. And I have to do that for 30 students in each of 5 classes in
57 minute blocks. Do I get more time for data analysis and management? No, of course not. Not
everyone can be a teacher. Walk a mile in my shoes

2/28/2018 3:41 PM
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93 After 10 years of NAPLAN testing, it is probably time for a national review of it's effectiveness.
That said, I think there are big benefits for students, their families and schools. I think the
myschool website is a useful resource for those working in education, but it's usefulness as a
public resource is debatable.

2/28/2018 3:40 PM

94 I think MYSchool is the part of NAPPLAN that is causing the most pressure on education. 2/28/2018 2:49 PM

95 A sample test in the PISA model would be much more useful to the systemic requirements for
seeing system performance in numeracy and literacy. While I have little sympathy for people
who claim a testing regime is too stressful, for High School students, it seems an inappropriate
testing mechanism for Primary and Infants. However, the main point is that NAPLAN tells
teachers nothing that they do not already know and have reported to families and the school.
And NAPLAN gives the results too long after the event for the results to be relevant as students
change so much. If people wish to see student results against a national objective standard,
then a range of activities are available to measure students against objective expectations and
these can be applied by the teacher and the results returned to the parents easily and in a
useful timeframe. Indeed, that is what they do.

2/28/2018 2:43 PM

96 There is also an overemphasis on NAPLAN data in schools. For example, we have been told
we MUST have targets related to NAPLAN in our school strategic plan. This has overshadowed
other data collected within the school.

2/28/2018 2:40 PM

97 I now teach at college and we do not see there is a specific correlation between the naplan
results, the year 10 grades and students' year 12 outcomes.

2/28/2018 2:40 PM

98 Someone I know calls it Napalm rather than NAPLAN and I think that is an apt description. We
need to work together rather than being played off against one another as schools, teachers
and communities!

2/28/2018 2:27 PM

99 Naplan has nothing to do with the education of modern children 2/28/2018 2:24 PM

100 NAPLAN really benefits Pearson Education and publishers of NAPLAN texts at present. 2/28/2018 12:25 PM

101 From a teaching and learning perspective NAPLAN is useless. The results do not accurately
represent a student's understanding or skill in any area of the curriculum. Schools, including
Principals, Executive teams and teachers are placed under enormous pressure to have
students achieving highly in NAPLAN results, however, in the coverage or discussions about
NAPLAN never refer to the context that the school operates within. Instead there are
discussions about teacher performance and inferences as to the quality of teaching practice.
Instead of spending as much money as is spent on the NAPLAN process - money could be
spent better resourcing under resourced schools across the country.

2/28/2018 12:06 PM

102 A comprehensive review of NAPLAN is bound to be expensive. Spending money on a review
actually reduces money that could be spent on students at schools, particularly government
schools.

2/28/2018 11:45 AM

103 Teachers know their students well. I have seen teachers , through the introduction of NAPLAN
(and the Australian National curriculum mind you), lose confidence in their ability to know where
their students are at regarding literacy and numeracy. Possibly NAPLAN is good at detecting the
high intelligence/low achieving kids but so were the English, Maths and science competitions
which took less organisation and were more comprehensive. NAPLAN tends to pigeon hole
what is taught and for how long. The biggest pressure comes with having to improve great
results that don't show much improvement from Year 7 to Year 9. If that is to happen, more in-
class resources and PL are needed. And Year 9 need to stop socialising and being
skeptical/bored about NAPLAN!

2/28/2018 11:11 AM

104 MyScool uses the terms like schools and like students - Very questionable and at their best,
inaccurate. The ICSEA values of schools are questionable

2/28/2018 10:57 AM

105 I don't have a problem with NAPLAN itself, only with the use, distribution and comparison of
NAPLAN results. The tests are fine, but the media coverage and consequent pressure on
principals, teachers, and students is inappropriate and harmful. The results might be useful to
me as a teacher, if the tests themselves had a higher ceiling, the questions weren't counter-
intuitive and/or language heavy, the results were available earlier, and I was given time to
analyse them and adjust my teaching. Currently, getting results months later is not useful. We
have taught everything they need to know by then, AND we use FAR MORE USEFUL
assessments in our teaching. NAPLAN is not for teaching, it is for accountability and
administration. That is fine, but don't let parents and media use the results incorrectly.

2/28/2018 10:25 AM

106 I have no issue with sample testing or even whole cohort testing if the information is relevant.
Most of what we receive is information already known about a child. It can provide good trend
data and temperature check which is useful during the school improvement journey. It loses its
positive effect when it becomes about a school's or individual teacher's performance. I have a
significant issue with the MySchool website, which has turned it into a high stakes test and
changed the way in which many schools operate because of the pressure placed on them and
the fear of being 'below the average'. It takes courage to stand firm against the pressure that
directorates then place on school leaders. NAPLAN has become about money making and
control. Schools are asked to be innovative and creative but existing policies like NAPLAN
actually expect conformity and mediocrity.

2/28/2018 10:22 AM
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107 Education over the past 20 years has gone backwards. Too much testing - too much emphasis
on data driving the teaching, yet for so many things such as Naplan the data comes back so
late that it is often invalid. My ex husband refused to look at certain high schools for my daughter
due to results of Naplan posted on the My school website. I could not persuade him otherwise
as he totally dismissed some schools. It didn't matter what programs they offered or what
forward movement was happening. This is scary and I don't feel an accurate reflection of the
school's that we were looking at.

2/28/2018 9:56 AM

108 Big waste of time and energy 2/28/2018 9:54 AM

109 NAPLAN keeps everyone on their toes 2/28/2018 9:39 AM

110 My school uses the naplan writing analysis tool which is very fine grained. 2/28/2018 9:26 AM

111 There are better uses of money to support learning. Hiring more literacy support staff would be
targeted and useful for struggling students.

2/28/2018 9:18 AM

112 Schools I've taught in use practice NAPLAN style tests to help students get used to the test
conditions and style of the test, not to study for the test. I worry about the MySchool website
publishing schools' ICSEA score. I'm concerned with how the members of low scoring schools
might feel about these numbers. It's not clear how well the NAPLAN tests align with the
Austrlian Curriculum. Some parents and students opt out of NAPLAN because they don't think
it's worthwhile - it doesn't count towards grades and the conditions can raise anxiety. The
SMART website is hosted by NSW is slow, clunky and frustrating for teachers and school
leaders to use effectively.

2/28/2018 8:51 AM

113 I think it is definitely time to review this process. There are so many opportunities to be had, but
are often missed the mark. I would love to be part of that process.

2/28/2018 8:37 AM

114 Over the years of NAPLAN testing millions of dollars has been redirected from the educational
budget. That money would have been better used if it was invested in schools directly.

2/28/2018 8:31 AM

115 NAPLAN does not cater to the testing needs of individual students nor does it allow them to
display their individual styles, talents.

2/28/2018 8:26 AM

116 As a teacher librarian, I was stunned when I came back to school at the end of January just
after the MySchool website started up because there was a stack 1/2 a metre high of NAPLAN
practice test books sitting there waiting for me to add to our teacher resources. In all the years
of standardised testing we'd had here in Canberra (with ACTAP included), I had never seen
teachers made to use their valuable learning time doing practice tests until that website made
the data public. Before the MySchool website arrived, we used to use the NAPLAN/ACTAP data
to inform our whole school teaching focuses for the following year. After the website, everything
became politicised with very high stakes and very high pressure.

2/28/2018 8:13 AM

117 High stakes testing is precisely what we, as a profession, were promised would NOT happen.
The problems with NAPLAN were predicted, and have come to pass. A sample survey of
students could be done faster, with more control over conditions, and at a much lower cost.
Other countries have also demonstrated (US, UK) that high stakes testing becomes a honeypot
to large international accounting and IT companies that lock jurisdictions into their proprietary
data systems, training and publications. Privatised NAPLAN will be the next, billion dollar,
government procurement scandal!

2/28/2018 8:06 AM

118 Don't be afraid of tests, tests are a part of life, as are high-pressure situations. The issue is not
with what teachers are doing, it's with how NAPLAN is being used by people outside of the
classroom.

2/28/2018 8:06 AM

119 NAPLAN results are not tiely enough to be of value to everyday teaching. NAPLAN as a
screening tool to evaluate the longterm legitimacy of school programs could be of value to
individual schools but the data is not used in this way.

2/28/2018 8:02 AM

120 I have now viewed NAPLAN in 2 states. I am most concerned that the My Schools is destructive
of communities as parents rent or buy properties based on school results. Example Glen
Waverley in Melbourne. Parents now plan ahead to rent their own home out & move to another
rental property in the area of the most successful school. This makes it difficult as rental prices
go up & property values go up. Very difficult for some families to buy into or continue rent in
their own area.

2/28/2018 8:01 AM

121 If the intention of NAPLAN is to gather information about the performance of schools,
jurisdictions and systems across Australia the information gathered should be anonymous and
not linked to individual performance.

2/28/2018 7:54 AM

122 Are we going to hold a comprehensive review into the, imposed, Australian Curriculum? Are we
going to hold a comprehensive review into the, imposed, move to introduced IT (chromebooks)?
Along with NAPLAN, these major models of learning have all made dramatic impost on
teacher's experiences, teaching models and professional learning focuses - not to mention the
redirection of important school funds [even hijacking of future budgets in the case of IT
expenditure; set-up and support].

2/28/2018 7:54 AM
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123 Naplan gives good information about where students strengths and weaknesses are, however
when there is pressure and rewards to schools associated with how well students perform then
it defeats the purpose. The school I am currently at gives students exposure to the types of
questions on the paper ( a couple of questions in the weeks leading up to it) but does not
explicitly teach to the paper.

2/28/2018 7:53 AM

124 It is important that the AEU does not come across as dataphobic or against any form of
objective measuring student outcomes. I believe it is also important that the AEU, especially
federal, realise that there is a diversity of opinion on matters such as these in their own
membership (and research) and try and reflect that. They seem prone to making hyperbolic and
debate-killing statements with the assumption of consensus. I believe NAPLAN can play a part
in improving outcomes for students, especially low SES students, if the data is used in an
appropriate way. But we still need the data!

2/28/2018 7:53 AM

125 I believe NAPLAN is an external source that highlights areas strength and areas that require
further development for students, parents and teachers. It helps to inform students about their
future endeavours (especially as they undergo similar testing at College for University entry). It
also holds schools accountable as teachers are aware of how students are performing in their
classroom, but how does that compare with other schools. Without standardised testing families
and teachers aren't able to make those judgements (i.e. an A grade at one school might not be
an A grade at another school).

2/28/2018 7:40 AM

126 For individual students naplan is a waste of time because by the time results are available the y
have all moved on. Teachers are able to assess student achievement without external testing
and are able to meet their needsinthe classroom. As broad data, naplan is comparing disparate
cohorts. There are many factors impacting on student achievement. Achievement measures a
particular type of teaching which does not fit with rick learning experience.

2/28/2018 7:36 AM

127 Please invest in teachers rather then standardised testing that pressures students. School
resources and teachers should invested in and teachers should be trusted to teach and assess.

2/28/2018 7:30 AM

128 Please note comment in question 6. 2/28/2018 7:28 AM

129 a comment on using the results. the testing is at the beginning of the year but the results come
at the end of the year when the data is past its use by date and does not inform teacher for
planning purposes.

2/28/2018 7:27 AM

130 Let’s get back to what teaching is all about......it’s for our children not to satisfy the egos of our
politicians and proving the press with information to bag the education system and teaching.

2/28/2018 7:27 AM

131 Standardised testing is not an accurate or useful measure of student knowledge, ability or
success. It removes the focus in schools from things of real importance and creates time out of
learning environments. Get rid of broad measures and let teachers do their jobs. Students will
have better end results without NAPLAN.

2/28/2018 7:02 AM

132 I have a 2 year old. If NAPLAN is still around when he is at school I will be withdrawing him
from the test. I am also thinking of sending him to a P-2 school (like Lyons) because I have
heard from other secondary teachers there is no NAPLAN training (because they don’t go up to
year 3).

2/28/2018 6:59 AM

133 NAPLAN needs to stop. Standardised testing of any kind needs to be kept out of schools. 2/28/2018 6:52 AM

134 We need to avoid going down the same path as the UK where their results are published on
school notice boards and result in heavy pressure on staff and students to maintain good or
improve poor results. The UK is now backtracking from their over emphasis on these OFSTED
results recognising the inappropriate pressure it places on those involved.

2/28/2018 6:45 AM

135 Great data with potential that is implemented poorly and used poorly 2/28/2018 6:25 AM

136 In over 20 years in a school leadership position in various schools I have never been
questioned about NAPLAN results or school performance by anyone other than directorate
staff. In my interactions with families at enrolment or meetings regarding their children I have
never had conversations regarding individual or School NAPLAN performance. Families are
more concerned about the wellbeing of their children and grades and performance in classes.
Staff and families value many more things about School other than NAPLAN performance. In
terms of usefulness my school uses Acer PAT testing each year and our own (or network)
common assessment tasks to moderate Student performance and school assessment. This is
much more timely and useable in the short term and gives a good comparative indicator of
student (and teacher) performance and Student achievement. It also allows us to postpone or
repeat the test if the student is having an off day and gives immediate results as it is done on
line. The PAT tests also enable us to test students on any year level rather than the year level
they are enrolled in. Happy to discuss further. 

2/28/2018 6:22 AM

137 Shutting down MySchool tomorrow will see an end to the crowded curriculum in primary schools
by the end of the year. Keep NAPLAN if necessary (I don’t like it but I can concede it) but shut
MySchool. Every prospective parent who comes in and mentions they like our school because
of NAPLAN results are told to reconsider their choice- some do, many rethink their priorities.
MySchool is divisive, it goes against the ethos of Education, regardless of the sector.

2/28/2018 5:28 AM
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138 Keeping in mind the saying that ‘sunshine is the best disinfectant, the NAPLAN / MySchool
combination brings a ray of sunshine and accountability on school practice that we should
embrace. There is a level of hysteria about NAPLAN that unfortunately sometimes the AEU
feeds. As far as I am aware no public school teacher or school leader has been dismissed,
demoted, or even had underperformance measures instigated based on NAPLAN. As far as I
am aware no school has been closed or threatened with closure due to NAPLAN. No teacher
has had their salary raised or lowered due to NAPLAN. We should consider the standardised
testing in the UK and the USA before we consider NAPLAN as anything but low touch low
stakes. If NAPLAN is removed and not replaced a layer of accountability is lost and students will
be the poorer for it. What is more concerning is that if NAPLAN is replaced with a different
accountability mechanism that links with underperformance processes and potentially school
funding.

2/28/2018 5:14 AM

139 Naplan currently doesnt reflect the Australian curriculum. Or the achievement standards. It is
out of context and takes far too much teaching time away. It is not valid data as cohorts with
differnt variables cannot be compared (basics of statistics!) Yet this is what happens every year!
Students are not seen as individuals but a homogenous group and the variables such as home
influences are not accounted for.

2/28/2018 5:12 AM

140 Yes I think a review is required... but is it actually worth it? I have little faith in what the result
would be produced... other than more money spent and the exact same format/ style/ results.

2/28/2018 2:11 AM

141 I have a major issue with the concept of 'like' schools and ICSEA values on MySchool. I feel like
the formula that is used is overly simplistic and doesn't account for factors such as student
mobility (eg. schools with high proportions of Defence students, international students etc).
People don't read the school blurbs on the website if they are comparing 'like' schools, all they
care about is which school is getting the best results. Unless people are teachers they don't
understand the subtleties that exist in education so how can they make an informed choice?

2/27/2018 8:54 PM

142 I hear of parents very often picking schools based on naplan performance which has nothing to
do with growth data which is lacking from the myschool website. All students learn mathematics
at different rates. We have better than ever technology to assist students in learning. Why are
we confirming to someone’s notion of a years growth or what is expected?

2/27/2018 7:28 PM

143 NAPLAN data is of no use to teachers in addressing needs for the current cohort, as by the time
you receive the data it is out of date.

2/27/2018 7:03 PM

144 Does NAPLAN represent what our country is looking for if employers are seeking the future
workforce to come to them as collaborators, innovators and problem solvers? I think not.

2/27/2018 6:56 PM

145 it was hard to answer some questions because i have hope that things will me much improved
with online delivery - I could be wrong but we were promised that it would have diagnostic value
but it never has due to the delay in results - but if we can get that info sooner and if the actual
test will provide better stretch for my bright kids (instead of them finishing in half the allocated
time then swinging on their chairs) then there is hope - so for pen and paper NAPLAN I give a 1
support rating but for online I suspect it would be more like an 8 or 9 IF it delivers on it's
promises

2/27/2018 5:45 PM

146 Please put more bodies into classroom. Every time we promise to meet the individual needs of
the students the more we cannot teach to the middle. I cannot even meet the need of 4 levels of
maths in one class, let alone the 27 individual learning needs in the class. Students get two
minutes individual attention per class and I see them three times a week to cover the whole
maths curriculum. Remembering I am teaching low, very low, middle and advance students and
some students who have been to one class a week so really disengaged with school, and some
students who do not even speak English fluently, that does not even consider the mental health
issues that are constant in the teenage world. School cant afford to have team teachers or even
an LSA in each class but with all the emphasis on individual needs ILP, PLP, we need extra
bodies in the classroom.

2/27/2018 5:08 PM

147 There is a place for some standardised testing to be able to have a standardised measure of
student learning. I believe that the AEU is misdirecting efforts to try to get rid of NAPLAN. A
better use of resources would be to train teachers how to interpret NAPLAN data and how to
use NAPLAN data to plan learning experiences and differentiate in the classroom. The AEU
could also work with Australian governments to improve NAPLAN rather than get rid of it.

2/27/2018 4:23 PM

148 Both provide data that is useful for trained professionals (teachers etc) but it is used incorrectly
by people who do not work in education.

2/27/2018 4:21 PM

149 Please LISTEN to Teachers and Education Workers at the Chalk face. Naplan Statistics are not
just a bunch of numbers. The information is about Real People ! Far too little is being done by
Federal and States Governments to improve Educational Outcomes by addressing the Root
causes of Inequity of Opportunity for Indigenous Students and other Minority and Ethnic groups
in Australia n society. Burreaucracy of Rducation is Riddled with Unconscious Biases ! !!

2/27/2018 4:09 PM

150 The reason I answered no to question 18 was because I was thinking specifically about the NT
- I don't know what benefit publishing their results does.

2/27/2018 4:00 PM
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151 NAPLAN in itself is not a problem if it serves a diagnostic purpose for the school, district and the
system. For this purpose the 6 month delay to wait for results makes it much less effective. A
more timely tool would be much more helpful as a snapshot in time. When the test results are
used beyond the diagnostic then we entered territory that is far less helpful to schools, teachers
and students.

2/27/2018 3:45 PM

152 Standardised testing is not the issue. NAPLAN can be useful as a diagnostic test if the data is
not collated for public consumption. Since the launch of the MySchool website, the data has
become harmful to individual students, individual schools and the system as a whole. With a
simplistic, politicised narrative driving the publication of data, the only winners are a selection of
media outlets and politicians.

2/27/2018 3:09 PM

153 Testing of any sort does not make students smarter or more able in any area. For the
government to put various forms of testing, or a testing regime to collect data, in place every
time they think standards could be higher is nonsense. 'Weighing the pig does not make it
fatter.' If the government was truely committed to improving student outcomes they would look
to practises in Finland, NOT the USA or England and put some of them in place. For example:
Train intelligent and talented people - i.e raise the ATAR for entry to teaching Teach student
teachers strategies for teaching, not just subject content (especially primary) Reduce the
emphasis on curriculum and put it back on the children Reduce the number of isolated 'subjects'
(especially primary) Stop mandating programs outside of 'core business' (especially in early
primary) - health, social skills, coding, etc Allow children to have a physical break at least each
hour Reduce homework to reading AND ABANDON STANDARDISED TESTING. (Paying
teachers more, commensurate with the multiple roles, multiple skills and constant battering from
the media, parents and government departments they receive would help too. Perhaps then
teachers could receive the status in the society they deserve.)

2/27/2018 2:51 PM

154 I am not currently working in a school, but in the Education Support Office. That is why I have
not answered some questions. I would not like to see National Benchmark testing disappear. As
a former teacher of many years, I believe that transparency is important. Schools and teachers
should be accountable for the learning outcomes of their students. As a diagnostic tool,
NAPLAN is very valuable, in identifying the learning needs of students and classes. With careful
analysis of the data, the necessary remediation can be identified and the needs of the students
addressed. NAPLAN data is also a useful indicator of the ability levels of students who are
underperforming. This flags the need to investigate further, and to endeavour to meet the
individual students. Students and parents have the right to know how their school measures up.
I am not supportive of a witch hunt to undermine NAPLAN or to dismantle it. I am frequently
annoyed by the sensationalism and the misrepresentation in the media that surrounds
everything to do with NAPLAN.

2/27/2018 2:44 PM
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