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RE: Independent Integrity Commission 

Dear Select Committee Members, 

The Canberra Liberals support the establishment of an integrity commission in the Australian 

Capital Territory. The Party believes that such an entity would: 

• improve the standard of conduct, propriety, and ethics in ACT public authorities; 

• investigate wrong doing; and 

• enhance public confidence that misconduct by public officers will be appropriately dealt 

with. 

There are numerous issues that the Committee should consider when determining the structure 

and scope of such a body in the ACT. The Committee would be well placed to learn from the 

success and failures of similar entities in other jurisdictions. 

Whilst the Ombudsman, Auditor-General and Police collectively have powers to investigate 

malpractice, malfeasance and wrong-doing, there are still numerous occurrences of possible 

misconduct that may not initially appear to warrant Police resources yet are also not investigated 

by the Auditor-General or Ombudsman. As such, the Canberra Liberals believe that there is a need 

for a body to investigate specific possible integrity breaches. 

Within the terms of reference of the Select Committee, the issues that must be addressed include, 

but are not limited to: 

• 
• 
• 

the number and permanency of staff and commissioners; 

powers to obtain information; 

reporting mechanisms; 

• who can refer matters; and 

• the confidentiality of matters before the entity. 
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The Canberra Liberals believe that this proposed entity has the potential to provide a through 
investigative and analytical function in pursuit of good governance in the ACT. However, in 
performing this duty, the entity must afford natural justice to all persons of interest and ensure 
that it does not create a perception of guilt by the sheer fact that an investigation is underway. 

The Canberra Liberals welcomes the Inquiry and wish Members well for their deliberations. 

Sincerely, 

Arthur Potter 
President 

May 2017 


