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Dear Mr Rattenbury ES%LI CATION o June 09

Thank you for your letter of 27 March 2009, in which you invite me to make
a submission to your committee for the purpose of its inquiry into the merit
of appointing a Parliamentary Budget Officer for the Legislative Assembly.

While I see merit in a legislature having its own dedicated source of advice
on the budget, the public interest is best served if the budget is subjected to
scrutiny and analysis by a wide range of sources and authorities, and the
legislature is best served if it draws upon the widest possible range of
scrutiny and analysis of the budget. The Parliamentary Budget Officer
would not become the sole authority for analysis of the budget, even for the
legislature itself, but would be only one source of financial analysis on
which the legislature could draw.

With that comment, 1 will await the outcome of your committee's inquiry
with interest.

Yours sincerely

S

John Hogg



