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Need for broad government reform 

26. While the Bill provides an opportunity to meaningfully address some shortcomings 

concerning bail, we want to reiterate that broader supports and investments are 

required to deliver effective, holistic solutions. Alternatives to legislative reform, such 

as investments in bail support including culturally appropriate bail support, funding 

Sunday Court to avoid short weekend remands, and adequate housing for young 

people, can help adults and young people avoid contact with the criminal legal 

system. These have been previously recommended to Government by the ACT NPM 

collectively and by individual NPM members.20 

27. Should you wish to discuss this submission you can contact the ACT NPM through 

Steven Caruana, ACT NPM Coordinator on 

Yours sincerely 

Rebecca Minty 

ACT Inspector of Custodial 

Services 

derson 

ACT Ombudsman 

Dr Penelope Mathew 

President and Human 

Rights Commissioner 

20 See, e.g. ACT Custodial Inspector (December 2024), Heathy Centre Review of Bimberi Youth 

Justice Centre 2024. 102; ACT NPM (August 2025), Post Visit Summary Bimberi Youth Justice 

Centre. Recommendation 5. 
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