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Legislative Assembly for the

- Australian Capital Territory
Select Committee on the Proposed
Amendment to the Appropriation Bill
2025-2026

Minutes of proceedings 

Inquiry into the Proposed Amendment to the Appropriation Bill 2025- 26 

Minutes of Meeting 1 - Wednesday, 3 September 2025 

Members pr.esent: Mr Ed Cocks MLA (Chair), Mr Shane Rattenbury MLA (Deputy Chair), Ms Fiona Carrick MLA, 
Ms Caitlin Tough MLA. 

1. Commencement

1.1. The Secretary opened the meeting at 1.15pm. 

1.2. The Committee noted the resolution of establishment. 

2. Announcement of Chair

2.1. The Secretary notified the Committee that, pursuant to the resolution establishing the 
Committee, Mr Cocks was Chair. Mr Cocks took the Chair. 

3. Election of Deputy Chair

3.1. Mr Cocks moved that Mr Rattenbury be appointed Deputy Chair of the Committee. 
There being no further proposal, Mr Rattenbury was declared elected as Deputy Chair. 

4. Resolution of establishment

4.1. The Cpmmittee noted the resolution of establishment. 

5. Conflicts of interest

5.1.. Mr Rattenbury declared that he was a Cabinet member at the time of the decisions 
relating to the acquisition of Calvary Public Hospital Bruce. 

6. • Standard resolutions

6.1. The Committee resolved [TOUGH] to adopt the following general resolutions: 

• The Committee authorises the Secretary to write on its behalf to informally
request supplementary documents or ask follow-up questions as part of an
inquiry.

• Pursuant to Standing Order 241(d) the Committee authorises the Chair to
provide public briefings on matters related to an inquiry. Party political
comments are not permitted. The Chair will provide as much notice as
possible of any engagement.
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Minutes of Meeting 2 - Monday, 8 September 2025 

Members present: Mr Ed Cocks MLA (Chair), Mr Shane Rattenbury MLA (Deputy Chair), Ms Fiona Carrick MLA, 
Ms Caitlin Tough MLA. 

1. Commencement

1.1. The Chair opened the meeting at 12.33 pm. 

• 1.2. The Chair opening the public hearing and made a statement. 

2. Inquiry into the proposed amendment to the Appropriation Bill 2025-2026

2.1. The following witnesses came to the table and were examined:

• . Ms Rachel Stephen-Smith M LA, Minister for Health and Minister for Finance

• Sam Engele, Deputy Director-General, City and Environment Directorate

• Russ Campbell, Acting Head of Service

• Scott Austin, Acting Under Treasurer

• Janet Zagari, CEO, Canberra Health Services

• Peter Garrisson, Solicitor-General

• Caitlin Bladin, Acting Executive Branch Manager, Health and Community
Services Directorate

2.2. The Chair suspended the public hearing at 1.58 pm. The witnesses withdrew. 

2.3. In private session, the Committee considered two documents tabled by Ms Rachel 
Stephen-Smith MLA. 

2.4. The Committee resolved [COCKS] that the Operations Agreement and Deed of 
Settlement and Released tabled by Ms Rachel Stephen-Smith MLA be received as 
evidence and authorised for publication as exhibits. 

2.5, The Committee deliberated on the scope of questions for the hearings. 

2.6. The Committee suspended the meeting at 2.03 pm. 

2.7. The Committee resumed the meeting at 4.32 pm. 

2.8. The Chair re-opened the public hearing. 

2.9. The following witnesses came to the table and were examined: 

• Ms Rachel Stephen-Smith MLA, Minister for Health and Minister for Finance

• Sam Engele, Deputy Director-General, City and Environment Directorate

• Russ Campbell, Acting Head of Service

• Scott Austin, Acting Under Treasurer
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• JanetZagari, CEO, Canberra Health Services

• Peter Garrisson, Solicitor-General

• Caitlin Bladin, Acting Executive Branch Manager, Health and Community

Services Directorate

2.10. Evidence completed, the witnesses withdrew. 

2.11. The Chair closed the public hearing at 5.10 pm. 

3. Private meeting

3.1. The Chair opened the private meeting at 5.12 pm. 

3.2. The Committee resolved [CARRICK] that the Committee adopt the minutes of Meeting 

1, held on 3 Septer:1ber 2025. 

3.3. The Committee noted incoming correspondence from the Office of Chris Steel MLA 

and outgoing correspondence to Chris Steel MLA and Rachel Stephen-Smith MLA. 

3.4. The Committee deliberated on issues a rising from the hearing, and the drafting of the 

Committee's report. 

4. Next meeting

4.1. The next meeting of the Committee is a private meeting scheduled for: 

5. Close

Date: Friday, 12 September 2025 
Time: 11.30 am 

Location: Prince Edward Island Room 

5.1. The Chair closed the meeting at 5.19 pm. 

Minutes of Meeting 3- Friday, 12 September 2025 

Members present: Mr Ed Cocks MLA (Chair), Mr Shane Rattenbury MLA (Deputy Chair), Ms Fiona Carrick MLA, 

Ms Caitlin Tough MLA. 

1. Commencement

1.1. The Chair opened the meeting at 11.35 am. 

2. Conflicts of interest

2.1. No conflicts of interest were declared. 

1. Confirmation of minutes

1.1. The Committee resolved [CARRICK] to adopt the minutes for Meeting 2 - 8 September 

2025. 
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