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19 September 2025 

Dear Committee,  

RE: SUBMISSION IN SUPPORT OF THE INQUIRY INTO PUBLIC SECTOR (CLOSING THE GAP) AMENDMENT 

BILL 2025 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society Canberra/Goulburn (the Society) welcomes the opportunity to make a 

submission as part of the Inquiry into Public Sector (Closing the Gap) Legislation Amendment Bill 2025i.   

 

CONTEXT: CLOSING THE GAP (NATIONAL AGREEMENT)  

The objective of the Closing the Gap (National Agreement)ii is to overcome the entrenched inequality faced by 

too many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. This will ensure to a large extent, that their life outcomes 

are equal to that of all other Australians.  

Developed in collaboration with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities, the process and outcome 

reflected a successful model of how the Government should engage with the Community to achieve positive 

results. The National Agreement, which came into effect on July 27, 2020, marked a significant milestone in 

the partnership between all Australian Governments and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 

 

WHY WE SUPPORT THE PUBLIC SECTOR (CLOSING THE GAP) AMENDMENT BILL 2025 

The Society has continuously at national, state and territory levels advocated for improvements to the co-

development and co-design of policy and funding of services and programs. We believe that real change can 

only be achieved by empowering Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities, groups and individuals to 

contribute to the important policy making decisions that impact on their lives.  

The Society notes that the Amendment seeks to “legislate the ACT Government’s commitments under the 

National Agreement on Closing the Gap (National Agreement) and to acquit essential actions 3.5 and 4.3 of 

the Productivity Commission’s 2024 Review of the National Agreement on Closing the Gap (the Productivity 

Commission Review) in the Public Sector Management Act 1994 and the Annual Reports (Government 

Agencies) Act 2004.”iii 






