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MS CASTLEY: Okay. My understanding was that if the siblings are like half-siblings, for
instance, they are not on the birth certificate. Is that correct?

Ms McKinnon: Can | take that one on notice? It might be good to find out a little bit more
about that detail. Thank you.

MS CASTLEY: Thank you. That is it.

Minister for Human Rights: The answer to the Member’s question is as follows:

When a person is adopted in the ACT, their new standard birth certificate will show only the details
of their adoptive parents and older adoptive siblings, as if the person had been born to their
adoptive parents. This had been a consistent practice across all Australian jurisdictions and reflects
historical attitudes to adoptions.

Integrated birth certificates are intended to provide a more accurate and complete picture of an
adopted person’s birth and adoption history.

Under section 45 (3) of the Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act 1997, an integrated birth
certificate may now be issued on request where the adopted person is entitled to access
information in relation to their adoption under the Adoption Act 1993, part 5. This will usually
require the consent of birth parents and adoptive parents where the adopted person is under 18
years old.



An integrated birth certificate will include the details of the person’s birth parents and older birth
siblings, as well as the date of adoption and details of their adoptive parents and older adoptive
siblings.

In relation to the recording of half-siblings, the Births Deaths and Marriages Regulation 1998 in
clause 5 prescribes particulars for registration of a birth, which includes in 5(1)(l):

“the name and age of each other child of the relationship of the parents of the child
(including any adopted or stillborn child but not including any child given up for adoption)”.

This means that generally only older full siblings (rather than half-siblings) will be recorded on a
person’s birth certificate and on any integrated birth certificate.
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