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Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the Select Committee Inquiry into the 
Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2023 in the ACT which started on 31 October 2023. 

As per the terms of reference, the Select Committee on the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2023 
has been appointed by the Assembly to examine the Bill and any other related matters.  

I. BACKGROUND

I am an Associate Professor in criminal law and procedure based at the University of Southern 
Queensland. My research focuses on criminal law and procedure and how it relates to 
vulnerability, including in the context of voluntary assisted dying (‘VAD’). I am the author of 
several articles in Australian and international journals, which ponder different aspects of 
VAD.1 

1 Kerstin Braun, ‘Looking Back to Look Forward—the History of VAD Laws in Australia and Future Law Reform 
in the Australian Territories’ Medical Law Review (2023) https://academic.oup.com/medlaw/advance-
article/doi/10.1093/medlaw/fwad030/7268822?utm source=advanceaccess&utm campaign=medlaw&utm med
ium=email&login=true; Anthony Gray and Kerstin Braun, ‘Voluntary Assisted Dying, the Conscientious Objector 
Who Refuses to Facilitate it and Discrimination Law’ (2022) 29(4) Journal of Law and Medicine 1128; Kerstin 
Braun, ‘Self-Administration or Practitioner Administration? The Scope of Future German Assisted Dying 
Legislation’ (2022) 31(1) Medical Law Review 141; Kerstin Braun, ‘When Ill Is Not ill Enough — Timeframe 
Until Expected Death Restrictions in Australian Voluntary Assisted Dying Laws and Human Rights 
Compatibility’ (2022) 28(1) Australian Journal of Human Rights 21; Kerstin Braun, ‘The Right to Assisted Dying: 
Constitutional Jurisprudence and Its Impact in Canada, Germany and Austria’ (2021) 15(3) Vienna Journal on 














