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 JUSTICE (AGE OF CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY) LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2023 

Dear Committee Members, 

The Public Health Association of Australia (PHAA) is recognised as the principal non-government organisation 

for public health in Australia working to promote the health and well-being of all Australians. It is the pre-

eminent voice for the public’s health in Australia, and seeks to drive better health outcomes through 

increased knowledge, better access and equity, evidence informed policy and effective population-based 

practice in public health. 

PHAA welcomes the opportunity to provide input to the present Bill. We have been a long-standing member 

of the campaign to Raise The Age of criminal responsibility in Australia to 14. 

Our views on the subject are set out at length in our submission in February 2020 to the Council of Attorney-

General (as it then was), available here. 

We note these words in the Bill’s explanatory memorandum: 

Australia is a signatory to the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child which 

stipulates that prison sentences should be used as a last resort for children and that a minimum 

age should be established. This has recently been expanded upon, and the United Nations has 

advised that the MACR should sit at a minimum of 14 years old with 16 years old being the 

preference. 

Australia is out of step with United Nations’ recommendations, and current practice internationally 

regarding the minimum age of criminal responsibility. Since ratification of the 1989 UN Convention on 

the Rights of the Child, 50 countries have raised their minimum age. The most common internationally is 

now 14 years.1 The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child concluded in 2007 that ‘a minimum age of 

criminal responsibility under the age of 12 years is considered by the Committee not to be internationally 

acceptable’.2 

The most recent Committee on the Rights of the Child General Comment on children’s rights in the child 

justice system specifically recommends ‘at least 14 years of age’ in line with child development and 

neuroscientific evidence.1 

The current age of criminal responsibility in Australia is in direct contravention of this recommendation, 

which has been specifically noted by the UN Committee’s 2019 period report on Australia.3 The situation 

is unacceptable and requires urgent attention at Federal and State levels. 






