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Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
 
We write regarding the Inquiry into EV Vehicle Adoption in the ACT. As the 
Executive Committee of the Aspire building in Kingston, representing around eighty 
apartments, we’re keen to ensure the residents we represent can transition to EVs 
affordably and easily. With regard to the Inquiry’s Terms of Reference, our 
submission focuses on: 
 

d. ACT Government’s role in providing charging infrastructure 

e. Regional charging infrastructure and whether this is a barrier to local 
uptake, end-of-life battery disposal, and impact of EVs on ACT power 
supply requirements and vehicle-to-grid issues 

To that end we would like to see that ACT Government EV policy achieves the 
following objectives:  

EV adoption should be affordable for all Canberrans: current EV policy supposes 
easy access to existing power infrastructure at single dwellings. Canberra is 
increasingly becoming a city housed in apartments, which will ensure that our city’s 
growth comes at lower cost to our carbon footprint. We need to ensure equitable 
access to charging infrastructure for those that live in multiple residence complexes. 
Owners Corporations are facing significant cost impacts due to weather events and 
insurance cost increases borne by these events. The requirement to remove 
combustible cladding further impacts owners and those costs will financially impact 
owners of Aspire for years to come. We would like to see ACT Government take 
account of deployment of EV adoption against this background of considerable 
costs, so access is affordable and accessible. 
 
The cost of installing EV infrastructure needs to be smoothed: We support the 
Government’s intention to ban the sale of new fossil-fuelled powered passenger 
vehicles by 2035. However, Government policy needs to acknowledge that the 
impact of this date on the rate of depreciation of existing combustion engine powered 
vehicles, and the exceptional transition costs to adopting EV technology, with all 
owners potentially liable for installation costs while inevitably adopting EVs at 
different times. Whilst we acknowledge existing Government policy aimed at 
increasing EV adoption, for example zero interest loans, Aspire residents – like those 
in apartments across the city- are unable take advantage of these incentives as we 
lack the access to charging infrastructure available to single dwelling residents.     
 



EV adoption needs to be made easy: We would like Government to support 
suitable charging stations suitable for all widely available automotive manufacturers 
for sale in Australia. We would welcome ACT Government working with the 
Commonwealth Government on standard product regulations for EV chargers, which 
need to be compact and available for overnight charging in existing owner parking 
spaces. Furthermore, we would welcome Government pre-qualifying installers of 
charging infrastructure to ensure that this can be done in an affordable and safe 
manner.  
 
Battery to grid integration and acknowledgement that EV will change the way 
Canberrans use energy: We are supportive of options which would allow apartment 
owners to integrate their vehicle’s battery with the electricity grid, which might help 
purchase costs. We would be further interested in ACT Government exploring the 
use of existing ACT Government subsidies – such as those offered through the 
Sustainable Household Scheme – to deploy solar panels on apartment buildings. 
These could help offset the cost of installing charging infrastructure through 
generating a feed in tariff which the Owners Corporation could collect on residents’ 
behalf.  
 
Ensure that manufacturers are obligated to take back spent batteries and 
recycle/reuse materials responsibly: Local market opportunities may emerge for 
the recycling and reuse of existing batteries, however we would like to see car 
manufacturers obligated to take back spent batteries to help ensure these materials 
are appropriately processed and do not become an excessive financial liability for 
ACT taxpayers or individuals.  
 

We would respectfully seek to see greater engagement with all residents in the ACT, 
whether single unit dwellings or apartment complexes such as ours, to shape ACT 
EV policy and look forward to hearing further details of programs developing to 
support of programs developing to support EV adoption. 

 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Shaun Hogan, Jennie Mardel, Roger Winzenberg, Keethi Jayaram, Guy Bromley, 
Michael Lim 

Aspire Executive Committee 




