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THE
COMMITTEE

INQUIRY
PROCESS

2 .  R E F E R E N C E

Committees use inquiries to examine important issues in
more detail than parliamentary debates allow.

The terms of reference of the 
inquiry are set. These define 

what the inquiry will focus on. 

The committee analyses the 
information and drafts up a 

report with what it found and 
its recommendations. 

A committee can choose 
not to inquire into an 

automatically referred 
issue, but they must tell 

the Assembly. 

The chairperson presents the 
report to the Assembly. It can 
then be debated.

The committee gathers 
information to inform their 
inquiry. Information can 
come from many sources:

6 .  R E S P O N S E
The government has four months 

to respond to an inquiry report 
and its recommendations.

Committees need a referral to start an inquiry. 
Some are automatic, such as when a new bill is 
presented. Other times, the Assembly may instruct 
a committee to run an inquiry or a committee may 
launch one themselves (self-referred).

1 .  R E F E R R A L

If committee members can’t 
agree on a recommendation, 
an extra section can be added 
into the report so they can 
explain why.

These are published online, 
on social media, and in print, 
calling for community input 
into the inquiry. 

3 .  R E S E A R C H

4 .  W R I T I N G

5 .  R E P O R T I N G

A committee can demand 
any person appear before it in 

a hearing or that it be given 
any document it requests.
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