
Mr Michael Pettersson MLA 
Chair 
Select Committee on Privileges 2019 
ACT Legislative Assembly 
GPO Box 1020 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 

Dear Mr Pettersson 
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON PRIVILEGES 2019 
INQUIRY INTO THE ALLEGED DISCLOSURE OF PRIVILEGED DOCUMENTS 

PROVIDED TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, AGEING AND 
COMMUNITY SERVICES 

I attach for the information of you and the Select Committee a copy of an unredacted 
email chain received by me in late March and early April this year. 

As you can see the email is from an anonymous person, calling themselves - and 
refers to the issues raised in question time about the alleged vaginal examination and its 
reporting in the Canberra Times. As you can see there were some backwards and 
forwards between me and -

~ing this email to your attention because in the message received on 2 April, 
--says: 

... the CEO even going as far as to ask the Maternity Services Inquiry to redact 
certain submissions ... 

At the time t·didn't think much about the claim because - was telling me, a 
member of the Health and Community Services Committee, something that I already 
knew. By the time I received this email the Standing Committee had already discussed 
the request for redaction by the CEO of Canberra Health Services (CHS). However this 
information had not been made public. That happened a couple of days later. 

I was recently reviewing information in this email and it occurred to me that this disclosure 
might be of interest and use to the Select Committee in its deliberations. The implications 
of the email are that it appeared to be known within CHS that the CEO had written to the 
Standing Committee. 
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In the interest of full disclosure, I have had subsequent exchanges with - since 2 
April but I have not included them as they do not relate to the terms of reference of the 
Select Committee. I also note that there are the names and contact details of other 
people than - which I trust the Committee will safeguard. 

I apologise for not bringing this matter to your attention sooner but the day after your 
Committee was established I flew to Canada for a combination of Assembly business and 
private travel. · 

I am at the Committee's disposal at any time. 

Yours sincerely 

/t&}::~ 
Member for Ginninderra 

14 May 2019 



Dunne, Vicki 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Tuesday, 2 April 2019 5:07 PM 
Dunne, Vicki 

Subject: Re: WYC - Anonymous RM116774 complaint - No further response required 

Hi Vicki, 

The email was distributed by on Thursday 
7/2/19 at 13:52 to the Birth Suite staff mailing list I would forward you the exact copy, however as there 
are personal email addresses on the list. I would prefer to keep that private, for obvious reasons. 

Sadly a witch hunt has begun at the hospital in light of today's article, with the CEO even going as far as to 
ask the Maternity Services Inquiry to redact certain submissions under the guise of "privacy". 

Thank you for talc.ing the matter seriously, it is of some comfort that Minister Fitzharris was questioned 
today, as she, or her office has yet to contact me at all in regards to this issue. 

I 

On Tue, 2 Apr 2019 at 16:24, Dwme, Vicki wrote: 
Hello -

You probably know that the Canberra Times ran a story about your email. 

My colleagues and I asked a lot of questions today in the Assembly. The minister was not good on her 
feet. 

We will be reviewing what she said today with a view to more questions. 

Can you tell me when 
timeframes. 

Regards, 

Vicki Dunne 

email was sent out and to whom? I'm trying to get a handle on the 
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Deputy Speaker 
Shadow Minister for Health 
Shadow Minister for Arts 

On 30 Mar 2019, at 12:32 pm, 

Hi Vicki, 

wrote: 

Thank you for being so efficient with your response as well as your genuine concern for my 
confidentiality. Luckily the email address (and name) is an alias. 

I so appreciate your reply, I'm hoping that Minsiter Fitzharris as well as the hospital will be 
held accountable. 

Enjoy your weekend, 

■ 
On Saturday, 30 March 2019, Dunne, Vicki 
Dear -

Thank you for copying me into this email. 

I'm alarmed but not surprised that Minister Fitzharris would say that she has been advised 
that there is nothing to this allegation. It happens often. 

Of more concern is that you seem to have revealed your identity and you may not be safe 
from retribution. If there is anything I can do to help, please don't hesitate to contact me. I 
will do what I can to ensure you are protected. 

I'm currently out of Canberra and have no phone reception and the wi:fi is dodgy but will 
be back late Sunday. 

Vicki Dunne MLA 

-
Sent from my iPhone 

On 30 Mar 2019, at 11 :16 am, 

To Meegan Fitzharris, 

wrote: 

I understand that you gave the following response in the ACT legislative 
assembly on the 20th of March 2019: 

MS FITZHARRIS: I thank Mrs Jones for the question. As Mrs Jones 
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referred to in an earlier debate, there was a media report based on one 
submission to the current maternity services inquiry. CHS have released a 
public statement in which they reject that. I note that this is a very serious 
accusation and that CHS has subsequently held meetings with all staff to 
discuss this and the distress they felt about the way in which this was ' 
presented to the Canberra community. I refer also to the letter from the 
Health Care Consumers Association that was published in the Canberra 
Times after that article which also expressed concern about the way it was 
reported An inquiry is underway in the Assembly. A range of submissions 
has been made to that inquiry. Canberra Health Services have investigated 
that and said that it is not the case but they will continue to look very closely 
at this. It caused a significant amount of distress, but the maternity services 
inquiry will continue. I am advised that there has been no consumer 
feedback that that particular issue took place. I encourage Mrs Jones to 
appreciate that it is a very serious accusatio1t 11ot that she has made but 
which she refers to. It is a very serious accusation and one that Canberra 
Health Services has said has not occurred. 

I would like to bring to your attention that you were advised incorrectly in 
regards to the consumer feedback in question. Attached below is the 
consumer feedback form submitted on 07/02/2019 regarding a vaginal 
examination without consent. 

There are issues in maternity that won't be resolved unless senior leadership 
at the hospital take responsibility for it. 

Regards, 

Anon. 

Subject: PN: WYC - Anonymous RM116774 complaint - No 
further response required 

Dear Team, 

Please see below feedback. Whilst it is hard to know what 
the circumstances were here with no details, I share as a 
timely reminder that a chaperone should be present for all 
exams. As midwives I know you advocate for women 
strongly and hope this serves as a reminder and support to 
ensure all interactions are performed only after ensuring 
informed consent is given. 

Kind Regards, 

-
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Clinical Midwifery Consultant Birthing 

Division of Women, Youth and Children 

Canberra Health Services 

Level 3, Building 11 , Canberra Hospital 
Phone: 

VoIP: -

E-mail: 

---------- Forwarded message--------
From: Health Feedback <HealthFeedback@act.gov.au> 
To: 
Cc: 
Bee: 
Date: Thu, 7 Feb 2019 02:20:29 +0000 
Subject: FW: Webform submission from: I want to provide feedback about 
a public health service 

Consumer Feedback Coordinator 

Consumer Feedback & Engagement Team 

Canberra Health Services I Building 24 I Level 2 Canberra Hospital ,_, 
<image001.png> 

Cc: 
Subject: Webform submission from: I want to provide feedback about a public 
health service 
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Submitted on Thu, 07/02/2019 -13:14 

Submitted by: Anonymous 

Submitted values are: 

Which service are you writing about? 
Birth Suite 

What is the location of the service? 
Centenary Hospital 

Type of Feedback: 
Complaint 

What would you like to tell us? 
Being forced into a vaginal examination without my consent by a senior doctor, to determine whether i was progressh 

What would you like to happen? 
This not to happen 

Would you like a response to your feedback? 
No 

Care I Excellence I Collaboration I Integrity 

This email, and any attachments, may be confidential and also privileged. If you are not the 
intended recipient, please notify the sender and delete all copies of this transmission along 
with any attachments immediately. You should not copy or use it for any purpose, nor 
disclose its contents to any other person without the permission of the author . 

.,A PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVLRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING TH1S EMAIL 

From: 
Sent: Thursday, 7 February 2019 1:32 PM 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: FW: WYC - Anonymous RMl 16774 complaint -
No further response required 

Hi-
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Can I please bring your attention to the attached consumer 
feedback? 

No response is requied. 

Kind regards, 

Consumer Feedback Coordinator 

Consumer Feedback & Engagement Team 

Canberra Health Services I Building 24 I level 2 Canberra 
Hospital ,_,, 
Care I Excellence I Collaboration I Integrity 

To: 
Subject: WYC - Anonymous RMl 16774 complaint - No 
further response required 

The attached has been entered & is ready for distribution. 

Regards 
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Consumer Feedback Coordinator 

Consumer Feedback & Engagement Team 

Canberra Health Services !Building 241 Level 2 Canberra 
Hospital 

<noname> 
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