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Question: In its submission to the committee the NRMA ACT suggested allocating sites for service 
stations in an effort to attract more retailers to the ACT. 

1. How are decisions made in terms of approving new service stations or the rejuvenation of 

old service station sites in the ACT? Who makes these decisions and what role does the ACT 
Government have in that process? 

2. What land available currently or in the future could be a potential site for a service station? 
Are any of these sites in a highly visible location? 

3. What impact would the specific allocation of land for service stations as part of the land 
release program entail? What are the potential issues or consequences of such a measure? 

CHIEF MINISTER: The answer to the Member's question is as follows:-

1. When the Government undertakes its initial forward planning for new greenfield residential 

areas, a commercial retail needs assessment is undertaken to identify the number, type, size 
and general location of commercial centres in the n~w area. The needs assessment is based 

on the suburb's or district's projected total population, demographic profile, density, 
dwelling type mix and proximity to other commercial areas. The needs assessment also 
nominates the retail hierarchy (or scale) of the co.mmercial centre. This ensures that 
sufficient land area is identified with a Territory Plan commercial zoning to provide for future 
services to support the local and wider community. 

A service station is permitted by the Territory Plan within industrial zones and certain 
commercial zonings within the city and in town, group and local centres and within industrial 
areas. In relation to the district of Molonglo, a number of commercial centres are proposed. 

Land for commercial uses are released to the market by the Government consistent with its 
indicative land release program. 



2. Land for commercial uses is released to the market by the Government, consistent with its 

indicative land release program or included within a residential estate release to be 
developed by the private sector. Preliminary planning for the future suburb of Molon Igo, 

which will be the district of Molonglo's main commercial centre, nominally includes a service 
station. 

3. The Government's current indicative land release program does not identify specific sites for 

service stations. For a service station site to be release ready in a greenfields area, a need 

would have had to be demonstrated in the planning process, a subdivision with the site and 
its area nominated, and then a specific site would need to be released. However, this would 

only be in the context of a commercial land release strategy for the area by the Government 

to ensure that there is a critical population mass to support the commercial use or centre 

and that it is viable in the long term. 
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