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Dear Members of the Standing Committee on Environment and Transport and City Services, 

 

Thank you for this once in a lifetime opportunity to make a submission on shaping our Territory’s 

identity. I strongly believe that our territory could do with a new Coat of Arms design that is rich with 

meaning, eye catching and future-proof. I took the liberty to draw-up some conceptual ideas on what a 

new Coat of Arms could look like, to better illustrate my ideas on what the new design could include. 

My designs consist of a modified version of the current Coat of Arms and the conceptual ‘mock-up’ 

version designed by the Canberra times with the same modifications.  

 

Description: conceptual ideas on what a new Coat of Arms could look like 

 



 

 

 

 

 

In my opinion, it would be a real shame to lose the swans in our Coat of Arms since it could reflect 

the idea of our shared future between Aboriginal Australians and Europeans to this land we both 

proudly call home. However, if the committee agrees to an entirely new Coat of Arms design, I 

believe the Southern brush-tailed rock wallaby would be a brilliant alternative to reflect our modern 

city. Alternatively, we could replace the ribbon below with a boomerang to increase Indigenous 

meaning to our Territory’s identity.  

 

I wish the best of luck for you with developing a Coat of Arms we can all be proud of. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

B. Saines   

Symbol Rationale  

 

Bluebell  The floral emblem of the A.C.T 

Black and White Swans Retains its original meaning with the Swans of  

Aboriginal and Europeans coming together and  

embracing a shared future together.   

Rock Wallabies  The mammal emblem of the A.C.T 

Blue and Gold wave The official colours of the A.C.T curved in a 

shape to represent the Brindabella mountains 

with a golden hue sky during a sunset.  

Commonwealth Star Reflects our place as Australia’s capital city.  




