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Estimates QToN No . 

• LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES 2011-2012 

ANSWER TO QUESTION TAKEN ON NOTICE 
DURING PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Asked by Meridith Hunter MLA and Caroline Le Couteur MLA on 26 May 2011: Neil 
Savery Chief Planning Executive ACTPLA and Craig Simmons Director, Construction 
Services Branch, ACTPLA took on notice the following question(s): 

Ref: Hansard Transcript 26 May 2011 pages 132-133 

In relation to : Service Stations and Extensions of Time 

MS HUNTER: It was around the Budget Paper 4, page 303. Or Budget Paper 3, 102. But 
it is around the accelerated development of unused leased land in established areas, and I 
just wanted to get an update in terms of the non-compliant leases. Are there particular 
sites which you are able to let us know about, that are on some sort of list? 

Mr Corbell: Are you able to answer that? 

Mr Savery: Yes. Again, I might ask Mr Simmons to elaborate, but this is essentially 
additional funding to assist us in ensuring compliance with some of the questions that 
have been asked already about-around lease and development covenants, particularly on 
residential properties that have remained undeveloped. 

You know, a conservative estimate is that there are several hundred properties that 
remain undeveloped and have now exceeded their development conditions, which is 
another 500 houses or so that could be on the market. 

MS HUNTER: So that is a mixture of sort of green fields land and also those that are 
burnt by bushfires? What are we-

Mr Savery: No, no, no, no, no. This is not bushfire related. There is a separate initiative 
around bushfires, and most of the properties that were affected by the bushfires have now 
been redeveloped, I think there is maybe half a dozen. 



The fact that they are not operating as a service station now is where the complexity of 
the issue is, because those leases were typically commonwealth, so they have been 
written a long time ago and when it comes to trying to ensure that the activity is 
continuing the way that use it defined, it becomes very, very difficult to enforce because 
it could be a case of the owner or the lessee only has to go onto the site one day a year, 
open up the petrol bowers; they have used the service station in accordance with their 
lease. 

It is very difficult to enforce. So it is a "softly, softly" approach to try and get them over 
the line. A combination of those that have been sold where DAs have been issued for 
redevelopment to ensure that as much as possible and hence the government's waiver of 
the change of use charge, assist them in increasing the viability of the site. 

MS HUNTER: And how has that gone, Mr Savery? Because it was introduced and then 
it was extended the following budget. 

Mr Savery: Yes. 

MS HUNTER: How many did you get over the line with that particular initiative? 
Because I know particularly out in Page-

Mr Corbell: Take the question on notice. 

Mr Savery: Yes, I will take that on notice. 

MS HUNTER: That would be great, because I am particularly interested in a number in 
Ginninderra, including Page, which has been a thorn in the side of many residents for a 
long time. 

Mr Savery: Yes. Suffice to say that a number of them came to us, they have advanced 
their projects but there are still issues around project feasibility and the polluters of the 
service station still needing to decontaminate the site. The other initiative that the 
government undertook that we also believe will assist in advancing not only those 
projects but commercial development sites that are affected by contaminated material; 
Braddon being a really good example, is that the government has created a land farm out 
at the Belconnen tip where-

MS HUNTER: Yes, to take the soil. 

Mr Savery: And one of the real hindrances that we did not appreciate when the 
government first offered the waiver was that that only got you so far, but what was really 
costing them was the cartage of contaminated material outside of the ACT. Putting 
material back in the site that then itself got contaminated at a lower level and that had to 
get carted back out. That issue has also been resolved. 

MS LE COUTEUR: Have you any idea of the quantum of sites that you are looking at? 



Mr Savery: Yes, I think it is more likely to be a number than a location. 

Mr Simmons: An individual site. 

MS LE COUTEUR: Numbers would be useful. Have you any idea of the motivation of 
the people who are not developing? Are they land banking because they are hoping for 
something better? 

Mr Corbell: There can be a whole range of reasons, Ms Le Couteur. There can be 
intractable or very difficult family circumstances that result in just people not being able 
to focus on issues about the future use of land, there can be financial reasons, there can be 
any number of reasons. 

Simon Corbell MLA: The answer to the Member's question is as follows:-

No service station sites took advantage of the CUC remission over the last 2 budget 
cycles. There were a number of service station proprietors who had been working 
towards compliance with the Disallowable Instrument (DI) but unfortunately they were 
unable to meet the timeframes in the DI which has since expired. 

ACTPLA has received a proposal (DA201017439) that was submitted for a lodgement 
check with respect to the Page Service Station however, this was not finalised by the 
applicant and therefore has not been formally lodged. 

Approved for circulatiqn to the Standing Committee on Estimates 2011-2012 

Signature:~ I d · Date: ~r t'i-6·1l 

By the Minister for Envronment and Sustainable Development Simon Corbell MLA 
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