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1998

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

No. 6

WEDNESDAY, 20 MAY 1998

___________________________

1 The Assembly met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.   The Speaker (Mr Cornwell) took the
Chair and asked Members to stand in silence and pray or reflect on their responsibilities to the
people of the Australian Capital Territory.

2 CRIMES (AMENDMENT) BILL (NO. 3) 1998

Mr Rugendyke, pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend the Crimes Act 1900.

Paper: Mr Rugendyke presented an explanatory memorandum to the Bill.

Title read by Clerk.

Mr Rugendyke moved - That this Bill be agreed to in principle.

Debate adjourned (Mr Humphries - Attorney-General) and the resumption of the debate made an
order of the day for the next sitting.

3 ADMINISTRATIVE DECISIONS (JUDICIAL REVIEW) (AMENDMENT) BILL 1998

Ms Tucker, pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend the Administrative Decisions
(Judicial Review) Act 1989.

Paper: Ms Tucker presented an explanatory memorandum to the Bill.

Title read by Clerk.

Ms Tucker moved - That this Bill be agreed to in principle.

Debate adjourned (Mr Smyth - Minister for Urban Services) and the resumption of the debate made
an order of the day for the next sitting.

4 TERRITORY OWNED CORPORATIONS (AMENDMENT) BILL 1998

Mr Corbell, pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend the Territory Owned
Corporations Act 1990.

Title read by Clerk.

Mr Corbell moved - That this Bill be agreed to in principle.

Debate adjourned (Ms Carnell - Chief Minister) and the resumption of the debate made an order of
the day for the next sitting.
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5 CRIME PREVENTION POWERS BILL 1998

Mr Osborne, pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act relating to crime prevention.

Paper: Mr Osborne presented an explanatory memorandum to the Bill.

Title read by Clerk.

Mr Osborne moved - That this Bill be agreed to in principle.

Debate adjourned (Mr Humphries - Attorney-General) and the resumption of the debate made an
order of the day for the next sitting.

6 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (PRIVILEGES) BILL 1998

Mr Osborne, pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to declare the non-legislative powers,
privileges and immunities of the Legislative Assembly, and for related purposes.

Paper: Mr Osborne presented an explanatory memorandum to the Bill.

Title read by Clerk.

Mr Osborne moved - That this Bill be agreed to in principle.

Debate adjourned (Mr Humphries - Attorney-General) and the resumption of the debate made an
order of the day for the next sitting.

7 MOTOR TRAFFIC (AMENDMENT) BILL (NO. 2) 1998

Mr Osborne, pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend the Motor Traffic Act 1936.

Paper: Mr Osborne presented an explanatory memorandum to the Bill.

Title read by Clerk.

Mr Osborne moved - That this Bill be agreed to in principle.

Debate adjourned (Mr Smyth - Minister for Urban Services) and the resumption of the debate made
an order of the day for the next sitting.

8 COAT OF ARMS - ACT SUPREME COURT BUILDING

Mr Osborne, pursuant to notice, moved - That this Assembly:

(1) notes that the ACT Supreme Court passed from the Commonwealth’s jurisdiction to the ACT’s
jurisdiction in 1991;

(2) notes that the Court is the Territory’s highest judicial body;

(3) notes that the Court’s building continues to display the Commonwealth coat of arms
prominently; and

(4) calls on the Government to arrange for the ACT Supreme Court building to display the coat of
arms of the city of Canberra in place of the Commonwealth coat of arms.

Debate ensued.

Mr Humphries (Attorney-General) moved the following amendment:  Paragraph (4), omit “in place of
the Commonwealth coat of arms”.

Debate continued.

Amendment negatived.
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Mr Wood, by leave, moved the following amendment:  Paragraph (4), omit all words after “arrange”,
substitute “for the ACT Heritage Council to consider and report on the heritage issues involved”.

Debate continued.

Amendment negatived.

Question - That the motion be agreed to - put and passed.
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9 SCHOOL BUS SERVICES - REVIEW

Mr Hargreaves, pursuant to notice, moved - That this Assembly:

(1) recognises the urgent need for ACTION to review school bus services and supports the “back
to drawing board” approach to bus services recently adopted in the trunk line review of other
ACTION services;

(2) calls on the Government to include the consideration of bus routes, the constitution of the
interagency advisory committee on bus services, the cost of bus fares, and the implication of
traffic configurations around pick up and drop off points;

(3) that this review be concluded by the end of Term 4, 1998 for introduction in Term 1, 1999, and
with widespread community consultation to be concluded by the end of Term 3, 1998.

Debate ensued.

Mr Smyth (Minister for Urban Services), by leave, moved the following amendments together:

(1) Paragraph (2), omit “calls on the Government to”, substitute “congratulates ACTION
management on its work in implementing the Graham report, and notes the Government’s
intention to undertake a further review of school bus services which will”.

(2) Paragraph (3), omit the paragraph, substitute the following paragraph:

“(3) note the Government’s intention to conclude the review by September 1998, and for
changes to be implemented in Term One 1999, following several months of community
consultation.”.

Debate continued.

Debate adjourned (Mr Hird) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for a later
hour this day.

10 QUESTIONS

Questions without notice were asked.

11 PAPER

Ms Carnell (Chief Minister) presented the following paper:

Competition Policy Forum - Copy of facsimile memo from Brian Acworth to Lyn Morgain,
Rob Bastian, Robert Gardini, David Hughes, Clive Hamilton, Brendan Pentony, dated 15 April
1998.

12 PUBLIC SECTOR MANAGEMENT ACT - EXECUTIVE CONTRACTS - PAPERS -
STATEMENT BY MINISTER

Ms Carnell (Chief Minister) presented the following papers:

Public Sector Management Act  (pursuant to sections 31A and 79) - Copies of executive contracts
or instruments -

Peter Hade (long term contract), dated 7 April 1998.

John Wynants (Schedule D variation) -

and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the papers.

13 SCHOOL BUS SERVICES - REVIEW
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The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the motion of
Mr Hargreaves - That this Assembly:

(1) recognises the urgent need for ACTION to review school bus services and supports the “back
to drawing board” approach to bus services recently adopted in the trunk line review of other
ACTION services;

(2) calls on the Government to include the consideration of bus routes, the constitution of the
interagency advisory committee on bus services, the cost of bus fares, and the implication of
traffic configurations around pick up and drop off points;

(3) that this review be concluded by the end of Term 4, 1998 for introduction in Term 1, 1999, and
with widespread community consultation to be concluded by the end of Term 3, 1998. -

and on the amendments moved by Mr Smyth (Minister for Urban Services):

(1) Paragraph (2), omit “calls on the Government to”, substitute “congratulates ACTION
management on its work in implementing the Graham report, and notes the Government’s
intention to undertake a further review of school bus services which will”.

(2) Paragraph (3), omit the paragraph, substitute the following paragraph:

“(3) note the Government’s intention to conclude the review by September 1998, and for
changes to be implemented in Term One 1999, following several months of community
consultation.” -

Debate resumed.

Amendments negatived.

On the motion of Mr Osborne, by leave, the following amendment was made, after debate:  Omit all
words after “That”, substitute the following words:

“the Standing Committee on Urban Services inquire into and report by Tuesday, 27 October 1998
on ACTION Bus Services with particular reference to:

(1) school bus routes;

(2) the constitution of the interagency advisory committee on school bus services;

(3) the cost of school bus fares;

(4) the implication of traffic configurations around pick up and drop off points for school buses; and

(5) any other related matter.”.

Question - That the motion, as amended, be agreed to - proposed.

Debate ensued.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

14 GAMBLING - SELECT COMMITTEE - APPOINTMENT

Ms Tucker, by leave, moved - That:

(1) (a) a Select Committee on Gambling be appointed to inquire into and report by the first sitting
day of 1999 on the social and economic impacts of gambling in the ACT, with particular
reference to poker machines;

(b) the Committee be composed of Mr Kaine, Mr Rugendyke, Ms Tucker and Mr Wood;

(c) the Committee be provided with necessary staff, facilities and resources, including a
consultant with expertise in the area of inquiry;
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(d) the foregoing provisions of this resolution have effect notwithstanding anything contained in
the standing orders;

(2) this Assembly calls on the Government to place a cap on the number of poker machines in the
ACT at 5,200 until the Select Committee has reported to the Assembly.

Standing order 156 - Conflict of interest:  Mr Osborne informed the Assembly that he would not
participate in the debate as there may be some perceived conflict of interest in relation to his
relationship with two clubs.

Debate continued.

Mr Quinlan moved the following amendment:  Paragraph (1) (c), omit “a consultant”, substitute
“consulting capacity”.

Debate continued.

Paper:  Ms Carnell (Chief Minister) presented the following paper:

Gaming Machine Tax - Percentage of total ACT revenue for the financial years 1990-91 to
1997-98, Table - Prepared by Commissioner for Revenue, Office of Financial Management, dated
May 1998.

Ms Carnell, by leave, was granted an extension of time.

Paper:  Ms Carnell presented the following paper:

Gaming - Social and Economic Impact Study - Facsimile copy of media release from Mr Berry,
MLA, Leader of the Opposition, ACT Labor Leader.

Debate continued.

Mr Moore (Minister for Health and Community Care) moved - That the debate be adjourned.

Question - put.

The Assembly voted -

Ayes, 7 Noes, 9

Ms Carnell Mr Smyth Mr Berry Mr Rugendyke
Mr Cornwell Mr Stefaniak Mr Corbell Mr Stanhope
Mr Hird Mr Hargreaves Ms Tucker
Mr Humphries Mr Kaine Mr Wood
Mr Moore Mr Quinlan

And so it was negatived.

Debate continued.

Question - That Mr Quinlan’s amendment be agreed to - put and passed.

Ms Carnell, by leave, moved the following amendments together:

(1) Paragraph (1) (c), omit all words after “resources”.

(2) Paragraph (2), omit all words after “ACT”, substitute “The level of the cap to be recommended
to the Assembly after consultation with interested parties.”.

Ordered - That the question be divided.

Question - That Ms Carnell’s amendment (No. 1) be agreed to - put and negatived.

Question - That Ms Carnell’s amendment No. (2) be agreed to - put and passed.
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Mr Moore, by leave, moved the following amendment:  After paragraph (2) add the following
paragraph:

“(3) the Labor Party associated clubs withdraw all applications for poker machines that are currently
before government, that is Canberra Labor Club, Canberra Workers Club and Ginninderra
Labor Club.”.

Question - put.

The Assembly voted -

Ayes, 7 Noes, 8

Ms Carnell Mr Smyth Mr Berry Mr Stanhope
Mr Cornwell Mr Stefaniak Mr Corbell Ms Tucker
Mr Hird Mr Hargreaves Mr Wood
Mr Humphries Mr Quinlan
Mr Moore Mr Rugendyke

And so it was negatived.

Question - That the motion, as amended, be agreed to - proposed.
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___________________________

Adjournment negatived:  It being 5 p.m. - The question was proposed - That the Assembly do now
adjourn.

Mr Humphries (Manager of Government Business) requiring the question to be put forthwith without
debate -

Question - put and negatived.
___________________________

Debate continued.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

15 UNION PICNIC DAY

Mr Berry, pursuant to notice, moved - That this Assembly requires the Carnell Government to mount
a full and vigorous defence of the Territory’s Union Picnic Day as contained in the Public Holidays
Act to ensure that moves by employers to strike out this important holiday for workers and their
families are defeated.

Debate ensued.

Question - put.

The Assembly voted -

Ayes, 8 Noes, 9

Mr Berry Mr Stanhope Ms Carnell Mr Moore
Mr Corbell Ms Tucker Mr Cornwell Mr Rugendyke
Mr Hargreaves Mr Wood Mr Hird Mr Smith
Mr Osborne Mr Humphries Mr Stefaniak
Mr Quinlan Mr Kaine

And so it was negatived.

16 ADJOURNMENT

Mr Humphries (Manager of Government Business) moved - That the Assembly do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.

Paper:  Mr Humphries presented the following paper:

Coat of Arms - ACT Supreme Court Building - Copy of letter from the Chief Justice, Jeffrey Miles,
Supreme Court of the ACT to Mr Gary Humphries, MLA, Attorney-General, dated 18 May 1998.

Question - put and passed.

And then the Assembly, at 5.53 p.m., adjourned until tomorrow at 10.30 a.m.
___________________________

MEMBERS' ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting.
___________________________
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           M.J. McRAE
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly


