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The following questions relate to BS-D, Table 9: Output 1.3, p. 14:
(1) Attorney-General, the 2026-27 Budget appropriates a total $5,063,000 to
Legislative Drafting and Publishing Services?
(2) How much of that is apportioned to Government MLAs and how much is reserved
for non-government MLAs? Specifically, how much is allocated to legislative drafters
who provide services to Liberal MLAs, Green MLAs and Independent MLAs?
(3) Can you provide the profit and loss statement and balance sheet for the Legislative
Drafting and Publishing Services?
(4) How many personnel are in the PCO, and are the personnel strictly designated to
provide services to different parties without any crossover?
(5) Does the government get any of its drafting done by Directorates?
(6) If the answer to question (5) is yes, how much of the government’s legislation is
drafted by the PCO and how much by other bodies or agencies (e.g., Directorates)?
(7) Is there a resourcing problem for the Parliamentary Counsel’s Office?
(8) Should all MLAs have equal access to drafting services?
 
Attorney-General, we have heard from legislative drafters for Liberal MLAs
that ‘amendments will take time and draw on limited resources’. In BS-D, Table
18 outlines Accountability Indicators for Output 1.3 regarding the ‘provision of
high quality and timely legislative drafting’.
(1) It notes that the level of client satisfaction for legislative drafting sits at about
90%.
(2) Who were the respondents to the survey assessing this, and how many respondents
were there?
(3) How many requests have been made by non-government MLAs for the services of
legislative drafters compared with requests made by government MLAs?
(4) What is the average time taken to service non-government MLAs compared with
government MLAs?
(5) Should there be a differential between the estimated time to draft legislation and
amendments for government and non-government MLAs, and should government
MLAs get priority?


