ACT
DATE@' {2 BYW‘M

Transport Canberra and
City Services

Ministerial Cover Sheet

SUBJECT: Lee, Elizabeth MLA — Draining of Upper Stranger Pond

OBJECTIVE FILE NUMBER: S2018/0531

MINISTER: Steel, Chris MLA

CRITICAL DATE: 9/11/2018

CRITICAL REASON:

CONTACT OFFICER: Ken Marshall

COMMENTS:






S SRR
ACT Minister for City Services

Minister for Community Services and Facilities
Minister for Multicultural Affairs
Minister for Roads

Government

Member for Murrumbidgee

Ms Elizabeth Lee MLA
Member for Kurrajong
ACT Legislative Assembly
London Circuit
CANBERRA ACT 2601

Dear Ms Lee

Upper Stranger Pond s a water quality contro| pond, which is designed to collect and trap sediment,
litter and debris before it makes its way into downstream waterways. | have addressed the issues

you have rajsed below.

2. Was it done without authorisation? |f 50, how was jt done?
The initial lowering of the pond by the Isabell; Weir contractor was undertaken under an existing

agreement with Transport Canberra and City Services (TCCS). This is done by using a standard
valve key to open a valve at Upper Stranger Pond, which allows the water to flow to Lower
Stranger Pond. The subsequent draining of the pond was done without authorisation,
presumably using a similar valve key.

® Uunauthorised access, or
® equipment failure,
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%%’7 /Wf / //// /%f’ /ﬁ/ ”JM’ (AUse Was unauthorised access. Neither the responsibh

motive have been identified.

4. If it was done with an authority, who Qrovided the authority and what was the reason for the

drainage?
An officer from TCCS had verbally authorised the intended partial lowering of the water level in

Upper Stranger Pond.

5. Whathas happened to the thousands of native fin erlings that were introduced to the pond in

January 2018 after the carp had been removed?
It is expected that these fish have been transferred through the drainage network to Lower

Stranger Pond.

6. |f the fish were relocated to Lower Stranger Pond, is carp present there?

Yes, there are carp in Lower Stranger Pond.

7. \fcarpis resent in Lower Stranger pPond, why was that not drained first to remove car before

fish were put in there?

Carp removal had not been undertaken as transfer of fish stock to Lower Stranger Pond was not

intended.

Thank you for raising these matters. | trust this information is of assistance.
yYours sincerely

o

Chris Steel MLA
Minister for City Services

11 DEC 2018



