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Inquiry into referred 2019–20 Annual and Financial Reports and Budget Estimates 2020-21 
ANSWER TO QUESTION ON NOTICE  

 

 
Asked by Ms Lawder:   
 
In relation to: Cat Containment  
 
1) It is my understanding that in cat containment suburbs residents are not allowed to walk their cat 

on a lead, is that correct? 
2) Why can't residents walk their cat on a lead given it's appropriately restrained? 
3) Given the recent changes relating to animal welfare, doesn't restricting cats who live in an 

apartment from walking outside on a leash negatively impact their mental wellbeing? 
 

Chris Steel MLA:  The answer to the Member’s question is as follows:–  
 
1) The current wording of the Domestic Animals Act 2000 (the Act) has an unintended consequence 

that cats cannot be walked in containment suburbs. 
 

2) The ACT Government will take steps to amend the Act to clarify that cats may be walked on a lead 
and harness in all suburbs, including containment suburbs. 
 

3) The ACT Government is committed to the highest standards of animal welfare. Ensuring that cats 
are able to safely walk on a lead within Cat Containment suburbs will assist the ACT Government 
in this commitment. 
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