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The ACT Children and Young People Death Review Committee Annual Report 

provides the community with information each year on the deaths of children 

and young people that occur in the ACT, as well as those deaths of ACT 

children and young people that occur outside of the ACT.  

This year’s report was not completed by the required date of 30 April due to 

unexpected delays in recruiting a new Senior Research and Review Officer for 

the Committee and delays in accessing data due to the diversion of key 

personnel in local and interstate agencies to support COVID-19 efforts.  

The delay was communicated to the Speaker and the Shadow Minister for 

Children, Youth and Families in May this year.  

This annual report covers the period from 1 January 2019 to 

31 December 2019. 

The Committee, which was established in 2012, has a number of functions 

including maintaining a register of deaths of children and young people in the 

ACT; identifying patterns and trends in relation to the deaths of children and 

young people; and determining research that would be valuable in this area.  

As members would be aware, the Committee is able to make 

recommendations about legislation, policies, practices and services for 

implementation by government and non-government bodies with the aim of 

preventing avoidable deaths, reducing the number of deaths of children and 

young people in the ACT and improving services.  

The Annual Report tabled with this statement provides an analysis of data on 

the deaths of ACT children and young people occurring in 2019 and over a five-

year period from 1 January 2015 to 31 December 2019.  
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The report comprises a number of specific cohorts, including: 

• all children and young people who have died in the ACT in the 12-month 

period of the report, or who normally reside in the ACT but died outside 

the ACT during this period; 

• ACT residents only over the five-year period; and 

• two chapters on specific populations – neonates and infants, and 

vulnerable young people. 

Tragically, children under one year of age comprise the largest number of 

deaths across age groups, accounting for 68 per cent of all deaths of children 

and young people for the five-year period. 

The leading causes of death for infants are medically related and include 

‘Certain conditions originating in the perinatal period’ and ‘Chromosomal or 

Congenital anomalies’.  

Suicide is the leading cause of death for young people aged 15-17 years. 

Deaths by suicide remain a concern for the Committee, with intentional self-

harm resulting in, on average, two deaths a year in the ACT. 

The Committee Chair, Ms Margaret Carmody PSM, notes in her foreword to 

the report that the Committee is conducting a more in-depth review of 

children and young people who died as a result of intentional self-harm. This is 

an important piece of work which will be completed by the Committee 

towards the end of the year.  

The death of any child or young person is devastating and I extend my 

condolences to all families and friends affected by the death of a child or 

young person.  



4 
 

I commend the ACT Children and Young People Death Review Committee 

Annual Report 2019 to the Assembly and thank the Committee for its work 

over the past year.     


