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QUESTION ON NOTICE

MRS DUNNE: To ask the Minister for Health

ln relation to: Breastscreen ACT

1. ln anticipation of the Covid19, when did Breastscreen ACT suspend operations?

2. When did/will it recommence operation?

3. During the period of closure how many women would have missed out on breastscreening,
based on services provided in the same period last year?

4. What projections have been done about breast cancer diagnoses missed?

5. What arrangements are there to catch up on the backlog caused by the suspension of services?

MINISTER STEPHEN-5MlTH: The answer to the Membe/s question is as follows:

1. Consistent with Breastscreen services nationally, Breastscreen ACT suspended screening women
at close of business Monday, 6 April 2020. Any women who were recalled for further
investigation following their screening mammogram up until that date, continued through
assessment processes as required. The phone lines have remained active to answer calls from
the community.

2. The Breastscreen ACT team recommenced offering appointments on Thursday,23 April2O2O
and breast screening services recommenced on Tuesday, 28 April2020, after the ANZAC Day
long weekend.

3. During the 12-day closure, a totalof 253 booked clients were cancelled, and as at Friday,
8 May 2020, 200 of these clients have been re-booked with the remainder to be booked in the
coming weeks. At this stage it is projected that by the end of this financial year, the same
number of women will have been screened compared to the 2018/19 financial year.

4. lt is anticipated that the delayed screens will be completed prior to the end of this financial year
and therefore Breastscreen ACT do not anticipate any negative outcomes from the short period
of suspension.



5. Screening appointments are being offered one week at a time, enabling services to be
suspended in the event of a resurgence of COVID-19. Clients who had their appointments
cancelled or rescheduled and are in the target age Sroup of 50 74yearc, have been given
priority for ava ila ble appointments.

ln the first week of recommencing screening,274 women were screened. Breastscreen ACT

intends to fill available appointments each week with 50 per cent of women who had their
appointment cancelled and 50 per cent of women who are then due for screening. The

availability of radiographer staff and assessment capacity is being considered in this planning

All women are being screened for COVID-19 symptoms at the time of booking an appointment
to ensure the safety of patients and staff.
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