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BELCONNEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL SUBMISSION ON CURRENT ACT POLICING 

ARRANGEMENTS 

The Belconnen Community Council represents the Interests of the people who live, work and play in 
the Belconnen district by providing channels for feedback on all matters affecting life in our district. 
One of those central concerns Is Community Safety. It is a crucial standard that our local community 
expects government will deliver in a cost effective, efflcientyet comprehensive way to ensure our 
people can go about their lives in a safe and comfortable way, 

While there is not much commentary from us on the first three areas for examination, we do have a 
number of observations: 

1. The terms and history of the current arrangements dated June 2017 (the 2017 policing . 
arrangement) between the Minister of Justice (Commonwealth) and the ACT Minister for Po/Ice 
and Emergency Services. 
There appears to be sound footing for a continuation of these arrangements given the current 
environment and relationships. · 

2. The reasons and rationale for the current model and ope~atlonal business plans for ACT Policing. 
As above, but noting that both the model and associated plans require updating given the 
significant changes In population, urban sprawl and environmental impactors (State of 
Emergency declarations are increasing). 

3. The adequacy and reliabillty of the Purchase Agreement between ACT Government and the 
Commonwealth Government. 
As above. 

4. The scope and detail of current and future proposed services, obligations and support, from both 
the Commonwealth and the ACT which provide for the implementation and operations of ACT 
Po/icing. 
This is of significant interest to our community, given the expansion of housing precincts within 
our district, the expansion of Gungahlin to our north, Molonglo to our south and the expected 
arrival of Light Rail from the east later this decade. 
Our district will expand and increase in population by around 700 people every year for the next 
30 years just in the Ginninderry development. Add to that development of the former CSIRO 
Ginninderra Field Station site, ongoing·urban infill in the Belconnen Town Centre and an 
expansion of the University of Canberra precinct and the emphasis on coverage by ACT Policing 
and we have a much deeper Investment to be made in Belconnen. 

5. The opportunities provided for the provision of policing services tq the ACT under the benefits for 
both jurisdictions-includfng: 
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a. The opportunities provided under the 2017 policing arrangement for the AFP workforce 
to access community policing training and experience; 

From this Initiative, we take It that there will be a push to introduce the Protective 
Service Officer (PSO) group to community policing, In previous careers, both the Minister 
and I have had a close Working relationship with the PSO cohort and advocated for 
amongst other things a bridging course so these officers had a pathway to the ACT Police 
career structure. While our community would welcome any additional assistance to 
protect our people arid assets, we would need assurances that the already highly trained 
PSO cohort would be skilled up to meet community expectation and demonstrated 
through appropriate certification. 

Our district is home to many ACT Police and Protective Service Officers and to see them 
playing an active role in bettering outcomes in our community can only be encouraged. 

b. The access to current policing services provided under the 2017 policing arrangement~ 
including the degree of independence In provision and implementation of police services 
in the ACT. 

We leave such arrangements to the Ministers and CPO to ensure there is only a 
betterment of services. 

c. The resources and Infrastructure, Including training, selection, organisation, community 
involvement and factors relevant to provision and growth of policing services which are 
governed by the 2017 po/Icing arrangement available to an independent ACT police 
service; and 

We have confidence that these matters are yndertaken consistent with best practice 
with a focus on service delivery principles enshrined in the. agreement. 

d. The current accountablllty mechanisms established and utilised under the 2017 po/icing 
arrangement, including: 

i. applicable current reporting requirements on exercise of minister/al 
control and direction; 

Ii. the Australian Government's current governance arrangements for the 
AFP; 

/If, scrutiny and report of ACT Po/Icing by the ACT Ombudsman; 
lv. audit of ACT Policing by the ACT and Australian Auditors-General; and 
. v. oversight of ACT Poflclng and AFP by the Australian Commission for law 

Enforcement Integrity. . 
We note the current accountability measures and are aware that our current police 
service has the lowest rate of misconduct and referral to ACLEI. This should be 
applauded and every encouragement made to ensure we deal with accountability 
matters to the highest possible standard. 

6. Any specific matters which may require extension of the terms of the 2017 policing agreement or 
other Commonwealth legislative Instruments. and, potent/ally, effect better policing outcomes by 
a greater focus on service delivery. 
As above. 

7. Other matters which are relevant to this Inquiry 
Our community is the largest in the ACT; very soon we will have over 1101000 residents and 
including those who come ih every day to work and play our numbers swell to over 150,000. As 
our transport and urban Infrastructure grows, so too should our community protection and 
safety infrastructure grow and Improve. We currently have a relatively small crime footprint 

2 



compared to other districts; this hasn't always been the case but with our combined efforts 
through schools and community groups that awareness of safety has assisted us to reduce the 
incidence of serious crime to a level that most In our suburbs can conduct their lives reasonably 
unaffected by criminal activity. That is not to say that there isn't more to be done but we do 
need to plan for the out years as this community grows. ' 
Many of our residents have expressed their disappointment at the use of the AFP to further the 
agenda of the Federal Government. They believe that use of an ACT Police force for political ends 
is to be resisted and not condoned in any way. The representation made to us is as follows: 
The police are part of the democratic fabric of Australia and have an important role protecting 
the community from those who would seek to destroy or damage our democracy, whether 
terrorists or peddlers of hatred. The po/Ice should never be used to threaten the cornerstones of 
our democracy, Including the independence of the Judiciary and the freedom of the press. In 
principle, we support this view. 
There is still a perception in the community that the loss of the Belconnen Remand Centre took 
with it much of the actual and potential criminal activity from the Town Centre precinct. As a 
former Custodial Officer who worked at BRC there was a very small amount of activity around 
the centre that could be attributed to remandees and their families/friends, the majority being 
responded to immediately by officers at the co-located Belconnen Police Station. While there 
may be a downturn In those acts, we still see other activities in our adjacent suburbs that need a 
greater awareness in the community, and that's where community policing activities need to be 
expanded. This Includes areas such as Scullin where the local community have had significant 
difficulties not just In securing responses, but also follow up. Such gaps should be reasonably 
easy to address through a community response team which will target those communities with 
additional needs. We would be happy to engage in a constructive conversation with local 
command to assist in addressing these Issues. 
We also believe as the West Belconnen community expands we will need a presence at Klppax. 
· As the hub and precinct centre expand, we would expect that resources could be delivered to 
enhance protection of the community and act as a direct deterrent to criminal activity. Currently 
response times to West Macgregor and Ginninderry under normal conditions is in excess of 10 
minutes, but under emergency response protocols that time drops under 10 minutes. We believe 
that a presence at Kippax would greatly reduce response times to any area west of Kingsford 
Smith Drive to less than half the time taken from the Winchester precinct. We ask the 
Committee to give this serious consideration as we look to build on the great .work being done by 
the Government to keep our community safe. 

We thank you for giving us an op·portunity to contribute to the debate and planning for future 
policing arrangements in our district and across the territory more broadly. We would welcome 
an opportunity to address our submission in face with the Committee and please don't hesitate 
to get In touch with us with any questions. 

l<lnd regards, 

Glen Hyde 
Chair 
Belconnen Community Council 
7 February 2020. 
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