
Submission- Reverse the ACT Strata Rates Calculation 

I am presenting this submission on behalf of myself as a self funded retiree and all other persons 

who have been affected by the ACT Governments decision to change the method for calculating the 

rates for the 2017/2018 financial year. 

These excessive increases effect everyone across the Canberra community - whether they are an 

investor, owner, first home buyer, pensioner or renter. 

Attached (refer A1) is a listing of 5 properties all under a Strata showing the rate percentage 

increases from 2014/2015 to 2017/2018. 

As can be seen the rates charged for these properties have increased over the last 4 years between 

42% and 60%. 

In particular the rates from 16/17 to 17/18 have increased by between 15.66% to 28.59% - a big 

increase from each of the previous 3 years. This has been attributed solely to the new rating system 

the ACT Government has introduced for the 2017/18 year 

It doesn’t matter if you are an investor, home owner, pensioner, first home buyer etc, these 

increases are totally unacceptable and are placing extreme strain on household incomes. Wages, 

interest rates, or pensions have not increased by these large percentages. How can anyone afford 

these excessive increases? 

As investors/landlords, we are restricted to increasing rents by the CPI, so we are unable to recoup 

these costs. Attachment A1 shows increases in rents against increases to rates.  

I would like the Public Accounts Committee to conduct an investigation into the new rating system 

and assist the Government in coming up with a fairer and more realistic way to calculate these rates. 

The other major issue we face, as investors, is the dramatic increase in Land Tax. Investors should 

not have to subsidise the ACT Government through these excessive Land Taxes. Attachment  A2 

shows the unacceptable increases in Land Tax for the same 5 properties - 39% to 58% for 2017/18 

only, let alone the increases we have been facing for the previous 3 years.  

 I have spoken to a number of investors in regard to these increases. There a few who have stated 

they are currently in the process of selling their ACT properties and others who are seriously 

considering the same. The general consensus, is that they can put their money into other 

investments where they can get better returns and will not have their incomes eroded by unrealistic 

rates and land taxes. The ACT is at risk of loosing hundreds of millions of dollars which is currently 

invested in the ACT economy.  

This is a very serious issue and will have dramatic consequences across the whole ACT community 

unless the method of calculating rates and land taxes are reviewed and amended immediately.  

I think the data submitted in this submission speaks for itself. 

The information contained in the two attachments are actual. Addresses have been withheld for 

privacy. This information is not to be distributed outside the Public Accounts Committee without the 

expressed permission of the writer. 

The writer would be happy to attend a meeting, should the Public Accounts Committee require 

further information.  

Robyn Rofe 
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