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Inquiry into Draft Variation No: 345 Mawson Group Centre 
The Committee Secretary, Standing Committee on Planning and Urban Renewal,  
Legislative Assembly for the ACT,  
GPO Box 1020, CANBERRA ACT 2601  
Email: LACommitteePUR@parliament.act.gov.au 
 
Madam Chair 
 
I am writing on behalf of Argos Pty Ltd as lessee of Blocks 11 & 26 Section 46 Mawson in 
response to an invitation by the Legislative Assembly Committee on Planning and Urban 
Renewal for an inquiry into Variation 345 of the Territory plan for the Mawson Group 
Centre. My company previously commented on an earlier Draft Variation (copy attached 
for your reference). 
 
We endorse the general intent of DV345 because it will facilitate future development 
that will support the future viability of Mawson Group Centre but wish to comment on 
several related matters as outlined below that we consider if incorporated into a revised 
Variation would result in a better planning outcome for the centre and community: 
 

 Firstly, we note that Block 25 Section 46 which is currently used as a surface car park 

is zoned CZ3 retains its current zoning which could technically permit new 

commercial development on the site.  Retention of publicly accessible parking on 

this site and the Mawson Group is critical to customer convenience and business 

viability for adjacent traders and property owners. 

Whilst not advocating rezoning of the site, we seek to include a mandatory Rule that 
requires retention of existing parking spaces on this site as publicly accessible 
surface parking to achieve the above objective. Retention of surface parking for the 
convenience of shoppers is strongly supported and one that provides the Mawson 
Centre with an important point of difference for customers that will be endorsed by 
the local community. 
 

 Secondly, we still maintain that a southern signalized entry to the Mawson Group 

Centre via Athlon Drive would improve connectivity for vehicles and pedestrian 

movement, alleviate traffic and safety issues experienced to/from Mawson Drive, 

and generally improve commercial viability and customer convenience over the 

longer term.  A new intersection could also support use of the park and ride facility.  

Whilst acknowledging that this action would require a significant capital investment, 

we note that the Variation does makes provision under a CZ3 zone to permit future 

use for a “minor road” should this initiative be adopted by the Territory.  
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20 April 2017 

The Environment Planning & Sustainable Development Directorate  

Terrplan@act.gov.au 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

I am writing as a lessee of Block 11 & 26 Section 46 Mawson and refer to your request for comments 

from the Environment Planning & Sustainable Development Directorate (EPSD) on the draft Territory 

Plan Variation (DVP345) for the Mawson Group Centre. 

My company has owned Block 11 & 26 in Mawson for many years and we have a strong long-term 

commitment to maintaining a viable and attractive group centre that can offer a competitive point of 

difference to other commercial centres in the South Canberra area. 

My company supports the need for good planning outcomes in any part of Canberra and welcomes 

the opportunity to comment on the DVP, and you will note that my company has been an active 

participant in earlier community consultations on the master plan for the Centre. 

We have supported the planning studies undertaken by EPSD over the recent time and welcome the 

release of (DVP345). Whilst we support (DVP345) in principal as overtime it will, facilitate a greater 

population density in the group centre, providing a larger catchment to boost existing retail enterprises 

and services, we offer the following specific comments for your further consideration prior to finalising 

the variation. 

1. We strongly support the need to retain conveniently located public parking within the Centre to 

provide shopper amenity and to reinforce business viability by maintaining a “point of difference” 

shopping experience for customers, consistent with the approved Centre master plan. 

 

2. We are puzzled by the proposed distribution of new building heights proposed in the plan. Whilst 

supporting higher building levels generally, there does not appear to consistent approach to 

heights across Section 57 currently the “Clubs precinct”. In our view, it would be appropriate for a 

4-6 storey building form to apply across all of section 57 and should be supported in an 

amendment to the draft DVP. This will encourage and assist with the introduction of residential 

uses into the centre and facilitate scope for consolidated urban development to encourage good 

urban development outcomes. 

 

3. Buildings of six to eight storeys on several corner sites were proposed in the approved Mawson 

Plan and should be reflected in the approved variation.  
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