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My submission derives from a direct interest in the issue of voluntary euthanasia, but
more specifically how this in reality concerns elderly single women such as me.
Since I originally I come from the Netherlands, I know exactly how the Law on Self-desired
Dying operates there: it is less strict and more widely interpreted than the law in Victoria.
However, both of these laws operate entirely within the gamut of ‘suffering of a terminal
illness’, which excludes an important cohort, namely elderly people who are not regarded
as having a terminal illness by just getting very old, having no other future than death, and
almost certainly having to suffer from manifold physical and psychical problems to get to
that end point.
In the Netherlands there are changes foreseen in the future to introduce a separate law of
voluntary (assisted or not) dying for the aged (probably starting from 76 years old), who
are seen as suffering from a desire to die due to a sense of ‘fulfilled life’ and are suffering
from a fear of oncoming loss of independence of mind and body.
But there appears no recognition of this group of citizens in Australia, who are well-known
to be the mainstay of such organisations as Dying with Dignity and Exit International.
Yet, it is precisely in Australia where Aged Care is a fr
My submission is thus based on a request to extend the issue of voluntary euthanasia to
incorporate the very real and necessary voice of the aged on the basis of human rights.
So that it becomes possible for an elderly person to decide on the matter and moment of
one’s death and the availability of such (with assistance if necessary), in a dignified manner
with a painless legal medicine, and in the presence of our loved ones.
Thank you,
Mia Campioni

