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INTRODUCTION
The 2017-18 Budget is delivering a better Canberra.
This Budget starts delivering the Government’s election commitments and investing in
Canberra’s future. The Government is renovating Canberra’s schools, renewing our city’s
health services, revitalising our town centres, cleaning up our suburbs, and overhauling
the Territory’s transport system. This Budget delivers more initiatives to help older
Canberrans, support local businesses, and attract more visitors to the Territory.
This Budget reinforces the Government’s commitment to a fiscal strategy of achieving a
strong operating balance over the medium term, offsetting temporary deficits with
surpluses in other periods. The Government also continues its commitment to job
creation, the delivery of high-quality services to the community, and investing in
transformational infrastructure that will support our city’s growth.
This Budget continues along the Government’s planned path of returning the Budget to
balance in 2018-19. This is the fifth budget update which has forecast a return to
balance in that financial year, demonstrating a dedicated focus to achieving this goal.
The Select Committee on Estimates (the Committee) presented its Report on the inquiry
into the Appropriation Bill 2017-2018 and the Appropriation (Office of the Legislative
Assembly) Bill 2017-2018 on 1 August 2017.
The Government values the role played by the Committee in scrutinising the proposed
expenditures in the Budget, and has endeavoured to respond fully to the questions asked
of it during the Estimates process.
The Government notes the Committee engaged the services of Pegasus Economics in
undertaking an independent and detailed study of the Territory’s Budget. The
Pegasus Report addressed a wide range of issues relating to the technical components of
the Budget. The ACT Government has already provided a response to the Chair of the
Select Committee on Estimates 2017-18 regarding the matters raised in that report on
28 July 2017. For ease of reference, the Government’s reponse to the Pegasus Report is
presented at Attachment A to this volume.
The Government thanks the Committee for its Report, which made
158 recommendations on a wide range of issues across all Government portfolios. In its
response, the Government has:
•
•
•
•
•

agreed to 59 recommendations;
agreed in principle to 36 recommendations;
agreed in part to 10 recommendations;
noted 43 recommendations; and
not agreed to 10 recommendations.
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One Recommendation (Recommendation 25) has been presented in several components.
The Government has not agreed to half of the six components of this recommendation;
the remaining three elements have been agreed.
The Government has provided a response to each of the individual recommendations of
the Committee, and these are set out below.
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RESPONSE TO RECOMMENDATIONS
RECOMMENDATION 1
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government ensure that all budget papers
are accessible on its website and that any website problems are resolved as quickly as
possible.
Government response
Agreed.
The Government is committed to providing websites and web-based content that can be
accessed by the widest possible audience. ACT Government websites aim to conform to
Level A (and in parts, Double A) of the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines Version 2,
developed by the World Wide Web Consortium. Similarly, the Government also
endeavours to provide documentation in a range of formats (for example HTML, PDF and
Microsoft Word) to ensure readers are provided with alternatives to suit their
accessibility requirements. The majority of ACT Government website pages also provide
details as to how to submit feedback regarding website content, and request
documentation in alternative (accessible) formats.
Treasury will continue to review the accessibility of its budget documentation, and will
investigate options around document structuring with a view to improving ease of use.
RECOMMENDATION 2
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide future Select
Committees on Estimates with an outline of all Output Classes for the coming budget
on an in-confidence basis, including any significant changes, amalgamations or
divisions and movements of Output Class across portfolios, to facilitate more accurate,
speedy drafting and release of the hearing schedule.
Government response
Agreed.
Briefing (by way of a list or similar) will be provided in relation to significant changes, as
suggested by the Committee.
RECOMMENDATION 3
The Committee recommends that future Estimates committees consider restricting
opening statements by Ministers to five minutes. If a Minister has more information to
convey, that could be done in a written statement.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
This is a matter for the administration of future Select Committees.
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RECOMMENDATION 4
The Committee recommends that future Estimates committees consider restricting the
duration of responses to questions.
Government response
Noted.
This is a matter for the administration of future Select Committees.
RECOMMENDATION 5
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government publicly report on the Human
Services Cluster (Community Services, Health, Justice and Community Safety and
Education and Training Directorates); and consider new models of cross-Directorate
policy development.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
Cross directorate policy development currently occurs and outputs of this work are
reported in Annual Reports.
In particular, the Community Services Directorate will report on progress of the Human
Services Cluster activity as appropriate in its Annual Report. A Human Services Cluster
Inter-Directorate Committee will meet for the first time on 16 August 2017 and agree a
forward program of cross directorate work, including joint policy development and
service system reform.
RECOMMENDATION 6
The Committee recommends the ACT Government build the depth of allied health
services available through Hospital in the Home to reflect the service availability of a
traditional in-patient setting.
Government response
Noted.
Scoping to build allied health services within Hospital in the Home will be undertaken as
part of the Territory Wide Clinical Services Framework. Adjustments or additions to the
services provided through Hospital in the Home can then be explored in the context of
future Budgets and the Government’s community-wide health service offerings.
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RECOMMENDATION 7
The Committee recommends the ACT Government increases the current land
development program to ensure a sufficient supply of land is available to stabilise
peaks and troughs of supply.
Government response
Agree in principle.
The ACT Government’s Indicative Land Release Program is designed to supply the market
with a stable pipeline of land over and above the anticipated level of demand based on
demographic growth.
In the long term, the ACT Government will continue its efforts to ensure that there is a
planning pipeline of future dwellings through both urban renewal and new land release
fronts.
In terms of developing next year’s program, the Government will assess supply and
demand and market conditions as part of determining the appropriate amount of land
for residential release.
It should be noted that the Government’s land supply program is currently not the only
source of dwelling site releases within the Territory. The CSIRO’s planned release of a
significant number of housing sites in Canberra’s north must also be factored into future
land supply and the availability of a suitable mix of housing to ensure choice for
Canberrans.
It should also be noted that the Territory’s current land release program for freestanding
homes is coming after a period of record high land releases.
In the 10 years between 2001 and 2011, the ACT added 7,148 new freestanding homes;
but in just the five years between 2011 and 2016, we added 6,988 new homes – almost
the same number in half the time.
Over that time, the ACT Government has also significantly increased the supply of
apartments, units and townhouses to help build Canberra’s density, improve affordability
for those seeking to enter the housing market, and improve the mix of housing choices.
RECOMMENDATION 8
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government respond to the Cool Little
Capital Report submitted by Music ACT.
Government response
Agreed.
Following the release of the Cool Little Capital Report, the ACT Government conducted a
range of consultations on Urban Sounds, events and a City Action Plan which covered
many of the issues raised. There is ongoing policy work being undertaken on the range
of issues set out in Cool Little Capital.
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RECOMMENDATION 9
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government, in consultation with the arts
sector, review the adequacy of CPI as a funding growth factor for key arts
organisations.
Government response
Noted.
Any changes to funding growth factors, including for service delivery programs other
than those specific to arts, will be considered in the context of budget priorities.
The Government notes that agencies that deliver human services through a multi-year
Service Funding Agreement receive indexation to meet increasing wage-related and
administrative costs. This is a composite of two separate indexation rates – the Wage
Price Index and the Consumer Price Index.
RECOMMENDATION 10
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government increase arts project funding to
the level promised during the 2016 election.
Government response
Noted.
The Government notes that the More and better jobs – Growing our creative capital
initiative provided $5.396 million over four years from 2017-18 for a range of arts
resources across the Territory. Part of this Budget initiative fully funded the
2016 election commitment to provide additional ongoing funding of $750,000 per year
for the arts grants program, as announced on 5 October 2016.
RECOMMENDATION 11
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government continues to fund headspace
Canberra over the out years to provide youth mental health services.
Government response
Noted.
The ACT Government is committed to further improvement in the provision of youth
mental health services. Funding decisions for future years will be finalised once ACT
Health has evaluated the service but the Government intends to fully meet our election
commitments regarding youth mental health services over this term of government.
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RECOMMENDATION 12
The Committee recommends the ACT Government conduct a review of access to youth
mental health services to ensure timely access and continuing support.
Government response
Agreed.
ACT Health will undertake a review into access to youth mental health services provided
by Canberra Hospital and Health Services and non-government organisations.
RECOMMENDATION 13
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government develop specific initiatives to
address youth homelessness and housing affordability for youth.
Government response
Agreed.
Young people are a key target group for the ACT Government. In 2015-16, 45 per cent of
all people who sought support from ACT Specialist Homelessness Services were young
people between the ages of 15 and 24. The Government provides $4.7 million a year for
nine programs targeted at youth homelessness, including a specific program for
Indigenous youth homelessness. Young people who are homeless or at risk of
homelessness have also been identified as a priority group in the National Partnership
Agreement on Homelessness 2017-18 and in the work now being progressed to develop
a new ACT Housing Strategy.
Community consultations around the public discussion paper ‘Towards a new Housing
Strategy’ have begun, and a Youth Housing and Homelessness Forum was held on
1 August 2017 to obtain input from youth services and workers on these key issues. The
outcome of these community consultations and the Housing and Homelessness Summit
to be held on 17 October 2017 will help to inform the shape of the new ACT Housing
Strategy. Reducing homelessness and increasing affordable rental housing are key
government objectives.
While there remains work to do, recent data indicates the number of first home buyers
entering the market has improved significantly over the past 12 months. In June 2017,
the number of housing finance commitments taken out by first home buyers was
43.1 per cent higher than in June 2016. First home buyers represented 18.9 per cent of
all housing loans taken out in June 2017, which is 4.6 percentage points higher than in
June 2016.
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RECOMMENDATION 14
The Committee recommends that the Standing Committee on Administration and
Procedure clarify, by way of a publicly available document distributed to all Members
of the Legislative Assembly, precisely what is considered appropriate use of the Office
Support Allowance.
Government response
Noted.
This is a matter for the Standing Committee of Administration and Procedure.
RECOMMENDATION 15
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consider transferring the
function of determining staffing budgets for non-executive Members of the Legislative
Assembly to the ACT Remuneration Tribunal.
Government response
Not agreed.
The recommended referral of non-executive staffing budgets to the Remuneration
Tribunal would represent a significant departure from the established practices and
processes observed in the Legislative Assembly since the introduction of self-government
in the ACT.
The Chief Minister (of any government) is uniquely placed to determine appropriate
staffing levels having regard to specific business requirements and the financial position
of the Territory.
The Government is satisfied that the current arrangement whereby the allocations are
tabled in the Assembly as a disallowable instrument provides sufficient transparency and
will not be referring the matter to the Remuneration Tribunal.
RECOMMENDATION 16
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government adopt meaningful indicators for
diversity in the ACT economy.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
The ACT Budget refers to a range of metrics for diversity, including service export growth.
The Government will consider what other meaningful and timely indicators can be used
to describe economic diversity in the Territory.
It should be noted that the proportional share of public and private activity in the
economy is not the only meaningful indicator of diversity. The diversity of activity within
the public and private sectors also contributes to the Territory’s economic stability and
potential for future growth.
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RECOMMENDATION 17
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government report on diversity in the ACT
economy to the Legislative Assembly as part of the Budget and mid-year update.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
The Government already provides advice on a range of economic indicators throughout
the year, including in the Budget and Budget Review, which reflect on the performance
and diversity of the ACT economy.
RECOMMENDATION 18
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government commit to engaging the
community on possible topics for the citizens' jury trial, to ensure that the topic chosen
is one that is interesting and meaningful to the community and is therefore good value
for money given the roughly $2.8 million cost of the trial.
Government response
Not agreed.
Community engagement activities, including any pilot deliberative democracy activities,
will be determined by the Government and will be managed within CMTEDD
Communications. The Government will use the deliberative democracy approach and
broader engagement tools to involve the community in significant decisions at key points
during the coming term.
In selecting projects for community engagement, the Government will be guided by a
range of factors including the scale of community impact and ongoing reform priorities.
The engagement program will be forward-looking in seeking to address new and
emerging challenges for the Territory, rather than re-examining areas where the
Government already has a clear and established policy or approach.
RECOMMENDATION 19
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide the ACT Legislative
Assembly with a breakdown of the $7.228 million expenditure on community
engagement and coordinated communications in the 2017-18 Budget, which outlines
the expenditure on training ACT public service staff in community engagement, hiring
community engagement experts, and any other community engagement related
expenditure.
Government response
Noted.
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As noted in Budget Statement ‘B’, this is the total budget for a number of activities,
including provision of information and protocol services to the Chief Minister, as well as
whole of government advice on strategic communication activities, community
engagement policies and practices, and general communication activities. This range of
activities will be managed within CMTEDD Communications and will be reported upon in
the same manner as all other activities, as required by the Annual Report Directions
issued under the Annual Report (Government Agencies) Act 2004.
RECOMMENDATION 20
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide the ACT Legislative
Assembly with a breakdown of the $2.776 million expenditure under ‘More and better
jobs – Ensuring your views are heard – Deliberative democracy.’
Government response
Noted.
The Government will be making further announcements in the near future regarding this
budget initiative.
The majority of this initiative funding is for an in-depth deliberative process and is an
estimate of all expenses associated with this, including the development of information
and advice which will support a deliberative process. This project will be used to build
expertise and knowledge across government to help inform future deliberative
engagements.
The remaining component of the initiative funding is to:
 procure an advice paper on whole of government engagement framework and
strategy and updating the guidance on community engagement;
 fund a Strategic Engagement team for a 12 month trial to implement the whole of
government framework, provide central tools and services, and support directorates
as they embed capacity in their existing resources; and
 procure and establish a whole of government Customer Relationship Management
system to ensure stakeholder mapping and liaison is undertaken consistently for all
key stakeholders.
Community engagement activities, including any pilot deliberative democracy activities,
will be reported upon in the same manner as all other activities, as required by the
Annual Report Directions issued under the Annual Report (Government Agencies)
Act 2004.
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RECOMMENDATION 21
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government table in the Assembly, the
proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in the ACT Public Service and
targets for that employment, by the end of August 2017.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
Information relating to the proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in
the ACT Public Service and targets for that employment will be provided in the
2016-17 State of the Service Report.
RECOMMENDATION 22
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government review the priority and
resourcing given to complaints about non-compliance with approved Development
Applications and report its conclusions to the relevant Standing Committee during
2017 annual report hearings.
Government response
Not Agreed.
In line with the Access Canberra Accountability Commitment and the supporting Building
and Construction Services: Compliance Framework, Access Canberra has adopted a
risk-based compliance approach to ensure that resources are targeted to where the risks
of harm, unsafe practices or misconduct are the greatest, thereby strengthening capacity
to take action where the community, workers and the environment are most at risk.
Access Canberra prioritises its actions based on a range of considerations, including the
following:
• conduct that causes harm or risk to life, health or the environment;
• conduct that is systemic and is likely to have a detrimental effect on the community
and/or the environment, and
• conduct that demonstrates a blatant disregard for the law.
Development of the Access Canberra Accountability Commitment was informed by
stakeholder consultation with feedback indicating overwhelming support for the
approach. In early April 2016, the Government formally adopted the Accountability
Commitment and frameworks as Access Canberra’s new approach to compliance and
enforcement. As the Commitment clearly articulates the priority to be given to
complaints received, it is not considered necessary to conduct a further review as
proposed by the Committee’s recommendation.
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RECOMMENDATION 23
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government update the Assembly on
progress in revising the Memorandum of Understanding between the racing industry
and the ACT Government.
Government response
Agreed.
The Attorney-General will inform the Assembly during the 2017-2018 Appropriation Bill
debates that he recently, on behalf of the Territory, signed a new five year Memorandum
of Understanding with the Canberra Racing Club and the Canberra Harness Racing Club.
RECOMMENDATION 24
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government table in the Assembly a table
showing the distribution of grants for each recipient for the ACT racing industry for the
2017-18 Budget and forward estimates.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
The ACT Government will continue to reflect funding appropriation for grants in the
ACT Budget Papers. The budget funding to each club, however, is based on an allocation
agreed by the Clubs.
RECOMMENDATION 25
The Committee recommends that the annual report in relation to gaming and racing
include a section dealing with:
(a) amounts expended on the transition of the Canberra greyhound racing industry;
(b) any amounts spent on related litigation;
(c) the purposes for which the expenditure was incurred;
(d) amounts collected for the Problem Gambling Assistance Levy;
(e) an explanation of what the Problem Gambling Assistance Levy was spent on; and
(f) a list of reports commissioned by the Gambling and Racing Commission, the
amount paid for each report and the recipient of the payment.
Government response
Parts (a), (b) and (c) – Not agreed.
The Greyhound Racing Industry Transition Taskforce is being managed within CMTEDD
and its activities will be reported on in the same manner as all other activities, as
required by the Annual Report Directions issued under the Annual Report
(Government Agencies) Act 2004.
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Parts (d), (e) and (f) – Agreed.
The ACT Gambling and Racing Commission annual report already includes amounts
collected for the Problem Gambling Assistance Fund and details of expenditure from the
Fund. The report also details research projects initiated and completed by the
Commission.
RECOMMENDATION 26
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide the Assembly with a
response to the Access Canberra report on cash withdrawing facilities in gaming
machine venues, including any legislative and regulatory changes, by the end of
September 2017.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
The ACT Government is responding to the Access Canberra report on cash withdrawal
facilities in gaming machine venues by legislating to introduce limitations on EFTPOS cash
withdrawals in clubs with gaming machines. This legislation was introduced by the
Attorney-General in the ACT Legislative Assembly in August 2017.
RECOMMENDATION 27
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government include a requirement for clubs
to provide a brief plan indicating how funds will be used to diversify their business
models in order to be eligible for the one off $10,000 grant as part of the small clubs
assistance package.
Government response
Agreed.
Eligible clubs/club groups will be invited to apply to the Justice and Community Safety
Directorate for the Community Club Grant, providing details of how the funds will be
used for the purposes of diversification towards alternative income streams. A panel will
be established to consider the applications received against set criteria.
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RECOMMENDATION 28
The Committee recommends that Transport Canberra and City Services maintain a
separate budget line for sportsgrounds facilities management, including line items for:
 maintenance;
 lighting and other user charges;
 irrigation;
 capital upgrades – per project itemised;
 capital expenditure – per project itemised;
 user charges income from sportsground facilities management; and
 employee expenses resulting from sportsgrounds facilities management.
Government response
Agreed in Principle.
Detailed line item budgets for sportsground facilities maintenance, revenue and
employee expenses are maintained at a Directorate level. However, these detailed
budgets are aggregated for the purposes of reporting. Capital Works and Capital
Upgrade expenditure is tracked in accordance with the project descriptions published in
the Budget Papers.
RECOMMENDATION 29
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government cease reporting on sport and
recreation utilising the AusPlay survey and develop more meaningful and accurate
ACT-specific measures.
Government response
Noted.
Movement away from use of AusPlay data would remove the ability for the ACT to be
compared with other jurisdictions. The development of an ACT-specific data collection
tool would also come at significant cost.
The potential to expand the sample size for the ACT will be explored, as will the
applicability of other data sets for reporting purposes for sport, recreation and physical
activity.
AusPlay is the largest and most comprehensive survey of its kind ever conducted in
Australia. It is the first national survey that collects adult and children’s sport and
physical recreation participation data on the same annual survey vehicle and is the
single-source data currency for government and the sport sector for tracking Australian
sport participation behaviours. The custodian of the data is the Australian Sports
Commission.
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The initial AusPlay findings (January 2017) confirm that ACT participation rates remain
the highest in the country, which concurs with all previous data collection on sport and
recreation since 2001 (Exercise, Recreation and Sport survey followed by the Australian
Bureau of Statistics’ Participation in Sport survey). This recent data collection reports
that over 280,000 Canberrans aged 15 or over (85.1 per cent) participated in a sport or
physical activity at least once a week, and 35.6 per cent of children (under 15 years) in
the ACT participate at least twice a week outside of school hours. For adults, the highest
reported activity by a large degree is walking (recreational) – the derivation of which is
153,500 Canberrans over 15 years of age walk once a week.
RECOMMENDATION 30
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government set a minimum level of local
content for all events facilitated by Events ACT to ensure Canberra based artists and
producers benefit directly from government investment in events.
Government response
Noted.
The ACT Government is committed to supporting local performers at its major events. It
is not practicable to set targets or a minimum level as the nature and drivers of each
event are different. Organisers seek to achieve an appropriate balance in event
programming that drives attendance from local, interstate and overseas audiences.
Central to this is a desire to include local content as a means of showcasing the best of
the Canberra region.
RECOMMENDATION 31
The Committee recommends that, in annual reports, all government agencies report on
their interaction with artsACT and the initiatives they implement to encourage
engagement of the arts in service delivery.
Government response
Noted.
The Annual Reports (Government Agencies) Notice 2017 (the Annual Report Directions)
was notified in June 2017, and sets annual reporting requirements for the 2016-17 and
2017-18 financial years. Consideration will be given to incorporating a reporting
requirement into the next set of Annual Report Directions regarding interaction with
artsACT and initiatives implemented to encourage engagement of the arts in service
delivery.
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RECOMMENDATION 32
The Committee recommends that the Suburban Land Agency, Access Canberra and
artsACT coordinate to ensure that the Kingston Arts Precinct is able to operate as an
effective outdoor events space while minimising the noise impact upon surrounding
residences.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
The ACT Government is committed to ensuring the successful operation of the Kingston
Arts Precinct including the outdoor events space.
The Kingston Arts Precinct once developed will have a mixture of private and
Government tenure of commercial and residential assets surrounding the events space.
The development of the Kingston Arts Precinct by the winning tenderer will be assessed
against statutory planning rules, criteria and directorate comments and conditions for
the precinct, use and zoning. The ACT Government will direct the winning tenderer
towards the recommendation to minimise noise.
RECOMMENDATION 33
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government update the Assembly twice
each year on progress in establishing the Kingston Arts Precinct, including transition
arrangements for arts organisations to be located in the precinct.
Government response
Noted.
The ACT Government will use the opportunity for scrutiny provided by the Annual Report
hearings process to update Members of the Assembly regarding the progress of the
Kingston Arts Precinct. The wider Canberra community will also be kept informed of
project milestones through government communications as the project progresses, in
line with standard government practice.
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RECOMMENDATION 34
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government undertake a review and report
to the Assembly on the first five years of implementation of the tax reform transition
from stamp duty to rates.
Government response
Noted.
Treasury undertook an analysis of the impact of the first five years of tax reform to
inform the package of stage two reforms. This second stage of tax reform was
announced as part of the 2016-17 Budget. The analysis showed that in the first five years
of reform:
 Inefficient taxes (conveyance and insurance duties) reduced from 24 per cent to
16 per cent of overall tax revenues.
 Conveyance duty amounts reduced by more than 30 per cent for three in four
residential properties and half of all commercial property transactions.
 Conveyance duty charged for most residential properties in the ACT is now
significantly lower than the national average, and the lowest of all jurisdictions except
Queensland’s rate for owner occupier properties.
 Insurance duty has been fully abolished, saving a household spending $3,000 on
insurance each year around $300.
 Average general rates increased by $452 on average over what they would otherwise
have increased in the absence of tax reform.
 The increase in general rates was greater for houses than units over the first stage of
tax reform because units have significantly lower average unimproved land values
than houses.
More details are available at the treasury website
https://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/budget/budget-2016-2017/budgetbooklets/taxreform/impacts-of-reforms-to-date-stage-1
The Government will continue to monitor the impact of tax reform as this progresses,
including commissioning further research on specific outcomes of the reform to date.
RECOMMENDATION 35
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government adhere to the fiscal strategy to
return to a headline net operating budget surplus in 2018-19.
Government response
Agreed.
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The Government remains committed to its fiscal strategy and returning the budget to
balance in 2018-19. In preparing the 2018-19 Budget, the Government will give
consideration to the economic environment, decisions made by the Commonwealth, and
other external factors to ensure that it continues to strengthen the ACT economy and
grow good, local jobs in the short term, while investing in the longer-term needs of
Canberra.
RECOMMENDATION 36
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government seek to maintain a AAA credit
rating while providing for the delivery of long-term infrastructure assets.
Government response
Agreed.
The ACT Government will continue to manage the Territory’s finances responsibly, and
seek to maintain the highest possible credit rating. It should be noted, however, that
under current guidance from Standard & Poor’s, State or Territory Governments in
Australia cannot expect to receive a credit rating assessment that exceeds that of the
Federal (sovereign) Government. As such, and with a view to the longer term, the
Territory’s credit rating is subject to Federal Government fiscal policy, and will be
determined, to some extent, by factors that are beyond the Government’s control.
RECOMMENDATION 37
The Committee recommends a Parliamentary Budget Office be established for the ACT.
Government response
Noted.
The Government will engage with the Committee to gain a better understanding of the
needs that are intended to be met by a Parliamentary Budget Office.
The Government recently considered a Parliamentary Budget Office proposal, and
determined that the ACT Legislative Assembly was too small to sustain a Parliamentary
Budget Office of the size that would be needed to perform the functions and duties as
described in the Committee’s report.
It remains the case that only the largest jurisdictions in Australia, namely the
Commonwealth, NSW and, most recently, Victoria have Parliamentary Budget Offices.
The Commonwealth and Victorian offices are full time and permanent, while the NSW
office operates during election periods only.
A properly functioning Parliamentary Budget Office needs to sustain a critical mass of
staffing to give it the subject matter expertise and experience required to cover the
breadth and diversity of portfolios in a jurisdiction. The largest jurisdictions can achieve
that. For example, the Commonwealth and NSW offices operate at an acceptable ratio
of around one Budget Office staff member to five parliamentarians, giving them robust
sized teams. A similar ratio applied to the ACT would be too small to develop subject
matter expertise across all of the portfolios in the Territory.
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RECOMMENDATION 38
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government identify in the budget the
source of the data used for each Accountability Indicator.
Government response
Noted.
The respective agency budget statements already provide additional information as
footnotes to the accountability indicator ‘Tables’, when such information is considered
useful to the reader.
It should be noted that the source of data reported in budget statements is, in almost all
cases, the ACT Government as such statements involve reporting on the Government’s
own activities.
RECOMMENDATION 39
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consider how to better report
the impact of machinery-of-government changes on government expenditure.
Government response
Agreed.
The Government will review how to improve reporting of the impact of
machinery-of-government changes on government expenditure. In the 2017-18 Budget,
the Government included specific details on the number of staff transferring between
directorates as a result of the machinery-of-government changes.
RECOMMENDATION 40
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide future Estimates
Committees with up-to-date organisation charts for each Directorate, showing output
classes linked to organisation structure and any changes arising from the budget, at
least two weeks prior to hearings commencing.
Government response
Agreed.
Directorates should endeavour to provide this information wherever possible.
RECOMMENDATION 41
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government publish Work Health and Safety
data to give the ACT a comparative ranking by key industries compared to other
jurisdictions.
Government response
Agreed.
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The Government will publish an annual work safety performance report that accords
with the national data set for compensation based statistics, which is a nationally agreed
reporting standard managed by SafeWork Australia. The annual report will include
industry level data for the ACT and links to the corresponding jurisdictional ranking
analysis issued by SafeWork Australia.
RECOMMENDATION 42
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government ensure eligible residents with
low electricity bills still receive the full concession, for example by being given the
option to choose the utility to which the concession will apply.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
All eligible residents, including those with low electricity bills, will receive the full
concession. The concession is applied to the electricity bill as every household receives
an electricity bill.
If the eligible resident has an electricity account with ActewAGL, any credit on their
electricity account can be transferred to their gas or Icon Water account by contacting
the ActewAGL Assist Team. For all other energy providers, the eligible resident can
request a refund and use the returned funds to pay their other utilities bills.
RECOMMENDATION 43
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide a detailed account of
the rationale and modelling for the new arrangements to the Lease Variation Charge,
announced in the 2017-18 Budget, in the ACT Legislative Assembly, by the last sitting
day in September 2017.
Government response
Agreed in part.
Detailed analysis of case-by-case payments would disclose tax payer information.
However, the rationale can be explained at a high level as follows.
Lease variation charges (LVC) on residential leases issued pre-2000 are primarily codified
charges listed under Schedule 1, variations to limit the number of dwellings on a
residential lease. These were charged at $7,500 for the first three dwelling and $5,000
for each additional dwelling. These amounts reflected administrative costs rather than
increases in market values and were significantly less than the charges applying to other
residential leases.
Lease variation charges on residential leases issued post 2000 are primarily codified
charges listed under Schedule 2, residential codified charges. Under Schedule 2, the
codified charges are between $20,000 and $180,000 (excluding remissions) per
additional dwelling. The Schedule 1 charges were also out of step with non-codified LVC
charges, determined on a (value after less value before) basis.
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To help affected parties with this transition, the government has agreed to a transition
package which means that the previous LVC Schedule 1 fees will apply to properties
purchased between 1 July 2016 and 30 June 2017. This is conditional upon the applicant
submitting a Development Application (DA) by 30 September 2017, and the DA being
lodged with all required information by 30 June 2018.
In cases of lease consolidation where the final property in a consolidation was purchased
between 1 July 2016 and 30 June 2017, proponents may also apply to have the previous
LVC Schedule 1 fees apply. These requests will be considered by the Treasurer on a
case-by-case basis. As above, this arrangement is conditional upon the applicant
submitting the DA by 30 September 2017, and the DA being lodged with all required
information by 30 June 2018.
These arrangements provide a reasonable transition period for people currently planning
developments. This component of the LVC scheme will be subject to an implementation
review to be conducted in 18 months’ time.
RECOMMENDATION 44
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government postpone the planned
$30,000 per unit change in the Lease Variation Charge until urgent modelling of its
impact and consultation with industry is complete. The modelling should consider
amongst other things the impact on housing affordability and infill. The Committee
further recommends that the change to the Lease Variation Charge should not proceed,
or be modified with more gradual introduction and/or a changed rate structure, if it
has a significant negative impact on housing affordability, environmental sustainability
and infill.
Government response
Noted.
The Government updated the codified Lease Variation Charge required to enable unit
titling on certain residential leases to improve the consistency with the ‘per unit’ charges
that apply to other types of residential lease variations. As noted in response to
Recommendation 43, the Government has implemented transitional arrangements,
negotiated with relevant stakeholders, that will assist in this transition to the new
charging structure. An implementation review of the new charge will be conducted in
18 months’ time.
RECOMMENDATION 45
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government should not make significant
changes to the taxation system without public consultation and modelling of the
impacts of the change. This modelling should not just include financial impacts.
Government response
Noted.
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In general, the Government does not consult on specific budget deliberations; tax
schedules are also usually updated every year without consultation. Before embarking
on significant reform — such as those being made to the whole taxation system through
the ACT tax reform program — the ACT Government undertook significant modelling,
analysis and public consultation. This is evident in the detailed ACT Taxation Review and
associated public engagement, and is available on the Treasury website at
https://apps.treasury.act.gov.au/publications.
RECOMMENDATION 46
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government design and implement a phased
program, with clear milestones, to place specialised workplace IT applications on a
more stable and secure footing, to ensure: improved security; better ability to maintain
the currency of installed software; and greater independence from software vendors.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
The Government will undertake a progressive program of related projects that will utilise
standardised solutions to ensure the stability, maintainability and ongoing currency of
workplace IT applications. The program will incorporate contemporary security
management practises that are appropriate to government operations and the specific
sensitivities of government information and services. All such investments will be subject
to cost-benefit analysis, and future funding decisions will be considered in the usual way
in the budget process.
RECOMMENDATION 47
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government list on the ACT Government
Notifiable Invoices Register all payments above a value of $25,000 by Icon Water.
Government response
Not agreed.
As a Territory-owned Corporation, Icon Water is separate from the direct arm of
government and is not subject to the Government Procurement Act 2001. This places
Icon Water on the same footing as Government-owned companies in other jurisdictions.
RECOMMENDATION 48
The Committee recommends that the notifiable invoices register be published in an
online searchable format.
Government response
Agreed.
This has already been implemented (commencing in July 2017) with the publication of
the data on the ACT Government Open Data Portal at http://www.data.act.gov.au.
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RECOMMENDATION 49
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government reduce the threshold on the
Notifiable Contract Register to $12,500.
Government response
Not agreed.
This recommendation would create a significant administrative burden if implemented.
The current threshold aligns with the Government Procurement Regulation, which
requires a three quote process for procurements with a total value over $25,000. This
disconnection would make compliance more difficult. Most significantly, however, is the
provision within the Government Procurement Act 2001 (the Procurement Act) for
suppliers to seek removal of commercially sensitive text (Confidential Text) from publicly
notified contracts. A large proportion of procurements below $25,000 are conducted as
a single quote and will utilise purchase orders or general suppliers’ terms and conditions,
commonly from SMEs. The process to negotiate and agree the removal of confidential
text will add a high burden to these suppliers, particularly relative to the value of the
work/order.
RECOMMENDATION 50
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government introduce amendments to the
Government Procurement Act 2001 which, if passed by the Legislative Assembly, would
provide that payments for reimbursements, and payments for property that meet the
notifiable invoice threshold would be listed in the Notifiable Contract Register.
Government response
Noted.
Currently the Procurement Act does not apply to the grant of a licence or lease of land,
or the sale of a lease of land, under the Planning and Development Act 2007. The
application of the Procurement Act to these transactions would be a significant change to
current practice and may be impractical. It may be more feasible to introduce the
requirement to the relevant legislation.
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RECOMMENDATION 51
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide an assessment of what
the cost would be of providing HR, IT and accounts payable services to Icon Water
through the Shared Services, in comparison with Icon Water's current agreement with
ActewAGL, to the Committee.
Government response
Not agreed.
Shared Services is not equipped to provide a major portion of the services provided by
ActewAGL to Icon Water, particularly customer-facing services like billing and meter
reading. Nor does Shared Services provide general security, legal, technical, regulatory
or treasury services.
The operating and service delivery models of Shared Services and ActewAGL are very
different. Although Shared Services does provide a level of human resources support,
the actual strategic human resources functions are managed separately within each
directorate. Similarly, in relation to IT, Icon Water has specialised requirements that
cannot be easily or efficiently provided by Shared Services such as those for customer
billing and water and sewer asset telemetry.
Shared Services would incur significant costs and require a long lead time to obtain the
required resourcing, including adequately trained staff and the required IT platforms to
support a broader range of services.
It is relevant to note any potential change to the existing arrangements between
Icon Water and ActewAGL would need to take into consideration any existing rights
including potential compensation payments if the scope of services provided to
Icon Water since the joint venture partnership was first established in 2000 were
terminated before the expiry date.
Finally, Shared Services does not operate on a fully commercial basis. It does not have
the systems or historical capability to bid for contracts for services outside of the core of
the ACT Government. Developing such systems would require a significant investment of
resources.
RECOMMENDATION 52
The Committee recommends that ACT Government request advice from the
Auditor-General on the constitution and functions of internal audit committees for
government agencies and associated entities.
Government response
Agreed.
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RECOMMENDATION 53
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide a full and complete
account of Icon Water’s organisational structure and arrangements to the Legislative
Assembly, by the end of November 2017.
Government response
Agreed.
Icon Water Limited is an unlisted public company owned by the ACT Government. Icon
Water has two Voting Shareholders: the Chief Minister and the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage.
Icon Water is the ACT’s supplier of water and sewerage services and suppliers of bulk
water to Queanbeyan and is governed by the Corporations Act 2001 and the
Territory-owned Corporations Act 1990.
Icon Water is a 50 per cent owner in ActewAGL, the provider of electricity and gas
services to the ACT and surrounding regional NSW centres. Icon water has two
subsidiary companies: Icon Distribution Investments Limited and Icon Retail Investments
Limited.
ActewAGL consists of two partnerships, both of which are half owned by Icon Water.
AGL Energy Limited, a subsidiary company of AGL, is currently Icon Water’s equal partner
in the ActewAGL Retail Partnership. Icon Water is represented by Icon Retail
Investments Limited, a wholly owned subsidiary of Icon Water.
Jemena Networks (ACT) Pty Ltd, which is jointly owned by State Grid Corporation of
China and Singapore Power, is currently Icon Water’s equal partner in the ActewAGL
Distribution Partnership. Icon Water is represented by Icon Distribution Investments
Limited, a wholly owned subsidiary of Icon Water. The ownership structure of Icon
Water is illustrated in the organisational diagram below.
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RECOMMENDATION 54
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide the Legislative
Assembly with full and complete copies of contracts for ActewAGL to provide shared
services to Icon Water, by the end of November 2017.
Government response
Agreed in part.
Icon water operates as a commercial entity and its Shareholder Ministers only provide
approval for significant decisions such as major asset purchases and board appointments.
Having members of the ACT Government make decisions about operational matters such
as the release of these contracts would run counter to the long-term practice of requiring
the Board and Management to operate on a commercial footing.
Icon Water has been unable to obtain agreement to the full and complete release of the
requested contracts from the relevant third-party provider. The Government has
therefore asked Icon Water to consider a partial release of the documents to the full
extent that can be agreed by the respective parties. On 3 August 2017, the Treasurer
wrote to Icon Water requesting the agreements be reviewed at the next board meeting
to consider what information can be publicly released.
RECOMMENDATION 55
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide the Legislative
Assembly a full and complete account of any bonuses received in connection with
contracts for ActewAGL to provide shared services to Icon Water, by the end of
November 2017.
Government response
Noted.
The Government is unaware of the details of negotiations for, or the full content of,
these contracts between Icon Water and ActewAGL. These operational contracts are not
within the scope of matters that Shareholder Ministers are consulted on or provide
approval for. Rather, they are operational matters that are the responsibility of Icon’s
board and management team.
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RECOMMENDATION 56
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government perform research and analysis
on contracts for ActewAGL to provide shared services to Icon Water to ensure that best
value for money is being achieved as a result of these contracts, consistent with best
results if the services were put to market, to be provided to the Legislative Assembly,
by the end of December 2017.
Government response
Noted.
The information provided in response to Recommendation 51 is relevant.
These contracts, which run until 2023, largely reflect existing long-standing agreements
that were a feature of the integrated multi utility model adopted when the joint venture
partnership was first established in 2000.
The shared provision of services enable economies of scale to be achieved across
Icon Water and ActewAGL. Under these arrangements a portion of ActewAGL’s staff
form a common corporate centre for services to Icon Water as well as both the Retail
and Distribution partnerships - such as payroll, IT systems, legal, treasury, human
resources and so on. These service arrangements bring access to a large corporate
memory and economies of scale that would be diluted or lost if the scope of services to
Icon Water were reduced as part of a restructure.
On 3 August the Treasurer wrote to Icon Water on behalf of the Shareholder Ministers to
reiterate the Government’s expectations regarding contestability and value for money.
The Treasurer requested Icon Water’s board and management take steps to determine
whether the current arrangements continue to represent best value for money in
advance of any new contract being signed in 2023.
RECOMMENDATION 57
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide clarification of the
relationship between Icon water and ACTEW AGL and in particular how the Assembly
can have oversight of these bodies.
Government response
Agreed.
Icon Water and ActewAGL are separated from the direct functions of government within
certain constraints depending on the extent of their ongoing government ownership.
Similar to Government owned companies throughout Australia they operate under
structural arrangements and commercial incentives that resemble those that apply to
private firms, which are in keeping with the Competition Principles Agreement including
competitive neutrality.
In relation to the relationship between Icon Water and ActewAGL, Icon Water is a
50 per cent owner of ActewAGL, through its wholly owned subsidiaries. Icon Retail
Investments Limited (IRIL) is a 50 per cent partner with AGL in the ActewAGL Retail
Partnership. Icon Distribution Investments Limited (IDIL) is a 50 per cent partner with
Jemena in the ActewAGL Distribution Partnership.
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Icon Water and its subsidiaries (IRIL and IDIL) are subject to the Corporations Act 2001
(Cwlth) and the Territory-owned Corporations Act 1990 (TOC Act) provides additional
governance and reporting mechanisms.
The TOC Act contains particular provisions in order to maintain public accountability
including oversight by the Assembly, which are summarised as follows:
 The Assembly must be notified if a company becomes a TOC or subsidiary.
 The Assembly must be notified if there is a change in the Voting Shareholders who
must be Ministers.
 The Voting Shareholders must not appoint a director of a TOC or subsidiary until they
have consulted with the Public Accounts Committee.
 A TOC must not dispose of a main undertaking or cause a subsidiary company to cease
unless approved by the Assembly.
 The Assembly must be notified if a TOC is issued with a direction by the Voting
Shareholders.
 The Auditor-General must be the auditor of the companies.
 A TOC must prepare an annual Statement of Corporate Intent and an Annual Report
which must be tabled in the Assembly.
Icon Water and ActewAGL are also subject to independent price regulation to ensure
prices are prudent and efficient. Icon Water also regularly attends Public Accounts
Committee and the Estimates Committee hearings, participates in other Assembly
inquiries from time to time, and provides information to questions raised in the
Assembly, responds to Ministerials, and on many occasions has met to provide separate
briefings to MLAs on particular issues.
In pursuing the privatisation of ACTEW Corporation the former Carnell Government
settled on the ActewAGL joint venture partnership with its attendant governance
arrangements, and which is one step further removed from government.
In terms of governance, the ActewAGL joint venture is managed by a Partnerships Board
consisting of six members, three of whom are appointed by Icon Water and three by the
other two partners. The Partnerships Board members are directors or senior executives
of their respective companies.
All decisions by the Partnerships Board must be made unanimously and the
representatives are required to act in the best interests of the businesses of both
partnerships, not the separate interests of either partnership or any partner, or the
ACT Government.
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RECOMMENDATION 58
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide an updated cost of
living statement, incorporating updated electricity and gas retail prices for the 2017-18
year.
Government response
Agreed in part.
The costs and benefits reported in the Cost of Living Statement are determined based on
best available information at a point in time. As fees, charges and concessions may
change throughout the year, the Statement is revised in each Budget.
In this instance, due to significant increases in electricity and gas prices (which were
higher than public reports available at the time of the 2017-18 Budget) the Government
provides the following update for the utility charges in the 2017-18 Cost of Living
Statement. As noted in the 2017-18 Budget, fees for utilities are not set by the
Government and these increases are outside Government’s direct control.
Household

Cost of Living Statement
utility fees
$

Variance from the 2017-18
Budget
$

Ibrahim and Sadaf

3,817.96

370.06

Samantha and Kelly

4,330.07

323.12

Carol and Warren

2,849.26

136.01

Helen and Samuel

5,699.29

433.06

Mary

1,481.15

107.51

The revised assumptions for utility fees for this updated statement are:
 electricity prices increase by 18.95 per cent, consistent with the Independent
Competition and Regulatory Commission’s (ICRC) final decision for 201718;
 gas prices increase by 17.3 per cent, as announced by ActewAGL Retail, the largest
residential natural gas retailer in the Territory; and
 water prices increase by 2.7 per cent and sewerage services by 1.5 per cent,
consistent with the ICRC’s final decision for 201718.
RECOMMENDATION 59
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government ensure that future Budget
Papers include the National Efficient Price for the provision of health services.
Government response
Agreed.
Future Directorate Budget Statements will include the National Efficient Price for the
provision of health services.
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RECOMMENDATION 60
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government ensure accountability
indicators include the cost of care as well as National Weighted Activity Units for each
accountability item and for each hospital.
Government response
Noted.
The ACT Government will consider this recommendation in future reporting, noting that
not all accountability indicators relate to National Weighted Activity Units.
RECOMMENDATION 61
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government ensure future Budget Papers
provide an explanation of National Weighted Activity Units for the provision of health
services.
Government response
Agreed.
Future Directorate Budget Statements will provide an explanation of National Weighted
Activity Units for the provision of health services.
RECOMMENDATION 62
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government update the ACT Legislative
Assembly on the issues that cause a deviation from the National Efficient Price by
November each year.
Government response
Agreed.
The Government will provide an update on ACT performance relative to the National
Efficient Price in the ACT Health Directorate’s Annual Report.
RECOMMENDATION 63
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government regularly update the ACT
Legislative Assembly on measures to, and progress on, narrowing the gap between the
National Efficient Price and ACT-wide cost of care.
Government response
Agreed.
The ACT Government will continue to update the Legislative Assembly annually through
existing mechanisms including the ACT Budget, Annual Reports and performance
reporting.
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RECOMMENDATION 64
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government review the accountability
indicators for Output 1.4 (Cancer Services) to cover more services than breast screening
services alone, and that they include more meaningful background information and
longer-term targets.
Government response
Agreed.
The ACT Government routinely reviews its accountability indicators to ensure they
remain relevant. It should be noted that Breast Screen activity targets are set nationally
so it is difficult to provide longer term targets. The National Cancer Expert Reference
Group has developed a number of Optimal Care Pathways for cancer care. This group
plans to develop a number of indicators based on these pathways. As these are
developed and implemented, ACT Health will consider the value of their inclusion in
Output 1.4.
RECOMMENDATION 65
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide a plan to the
Legislative Assembly for how the Surgical Procedures Interventional Radiology and
Emergency (SPIRE) Centre will be built and opened by 2023.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
The 2017 Budget provided an initial provision for investment in the delivery of this
significant new health facility, with further funding allocations to be confirmed and
provided in future budgets. The Government will provide further advice to the Assembly
on planning for the SPIRE Centre as the planning and scoping work funded through this
year’s budget is progressed.
RECOMMENDATION 66
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government update the ACT Legislative
Assembly on progress on establishment of the Office of Mental Health by the last
sitting day in September 2017.
Government response
Agreed.
The Minister for Mental Health will provide an update to the ACT Legislative Assembly by
the last sitting day in September 2017 (by 21 September 2017).
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RECOMMENDATION 67
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government report to the Assembly twice
per year on the progress being made on, and specific outcomes achieved by, the
directorate-wide reform agenda currently headed by the Director of Quality.
Government response
Agreed in part.
The ACT Government will report to the Assembly on ongoing reform and performance
through existing mechanisms, and will include an update on quality, governance and risk
issues.
RECOMMENDATION 68
The Committee recommends that the Justice and Community Safety Directorate
publish the reasoning behind the setting of accountability indicators.
Government response
Noted.
JACS’ accountability indicators are developed in line with the criteria set out in CMTEDD’s
Guide to the Performance Management Framework. The statutory performance
reporting for these indicators are in accordance with the requirements as outlined in the
Section 30A to 30E of the Financial Management Act 1996.
RECOMMENDATION 69
That the ACT Government support specific primary and secondary prevention
strategies to tackle the root causes of family and personal violence.
Government response
Agreed.
Preventing domestic and family violence (DFV) is a long term and intergenerational
endeavour requiring action in multiple settings. There are multiple factors which
contribute to the incidence of DFV. These factors are complex and often lie in culture,
legislation, policy and practice beyond the domestic and family violence sector. Change
the Story: A shared framework for the primary prevention of violence against women and
their children in Australia (the Framework) recognises the complexity of DFV and, in
particular the gendered drivers of violence against women. Developed under the
National Plan to Reduce Violence against Women and their Children 2010-2011, the
Framework provides the strategic direction for the ACT Government in its DFV
prevention activity.
The 2016-17 ACT Government Budget allocated $21.4 million over four years to address
family violence in the ACT. The 2017-18 ACT Government Budget extended this
commitment to $23.5 million over four years. Prevention and early intervention are
embedded in a number of existing and new measures. Some examples of measures that
address prevention or early intervention under the Safer Families agenda include:
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 $2.2 million over four years from 2017-18 to pilot a Family Safety Hub. Priorities
emerging for the Hub include improving early identification of people at risk and
creating opportunities for early intervention;
 $770,000 over three years from 2016-17 to improve awareness, understanding and
capability of the Government front-line workforce to respond to violence;
 $2 million over four years from 2016-17 to fund the alcohol and other drugs sector to
build capacity to deliver programs that integrate best practice in family violence
prevention and early intervention;
 $850,000 from 2016-17 for the Justice Reinvestment Trial, which was launched in
partnership with Winnunga Nimmityjah Aboriginal Health Services to deliver a family
focused approach to reducing the over-representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people in the justice system; and
 $964,000 over four years from 2016-17 to establish Room4Change which is an
innovative program supporting women and children to stay safely in the home while
providing therapeutic interventions for perpetrators or people at risk of using
violence.
There are existing commitments or activities that are being implemented outside the
Safer Families funded measures that have a prevention or early intervention focus. Some
of these include the work the ACT Government is doing around the 16 Days of Activism
against Gender-Based Violence Campaign, and the ACT Government commitment to
have all Directorates accredited with White Ribbon. The ACT Government has a history
of partnering with the community to develop strategies for primary prevention of
violence activity—this activity has been funded through the ACT Women’s Grants
Program since 2015-16. Some examples of gender-equity promotion and primary
prevention of violence activities funded through this grants program include:
 production of pamphlets and workshops in the Chinese language in the area of the
prevention of violence against women and children;
 lunch time educational sessions within the construction, building and automotive
industries in the Canberra region with the aim of the prevention of domestic and
family violence;
 a project targeted towards children and young people to develop skills in
communication, problem solving and relationship building with the aim of the
prevention of domestic and family violence;
 support for the participation of year nine and ten students in the YWCA leadership
program ‘She Leads High Conference’ to empower young women to take on
leadership and decision making roles;
 the development of two videos featuring women, children and men from a diverse
range of backgrounds and sectors of the Canberra community that explain why it
matters how we speak about intimate partner and family violence;
 a prevention of intimate partner and sexual violence in LGBTIQ communities project
utilising a bystander approach to prevention; and

Government Response – 2017-18 Estimates Committee

Page 34

 a project to provide online training for workers in the disability sector to understand
the nature and effect of violence on women with disabilities, how to identify if women
may be victims of violence, as well as how to assist them to improve the safety of
women with disabilities in group accommodation settings and the wider community.
The ACT Government is an active member of the Australia’s National Research
Organisation for Women’s Safety (ANROWS) and Our WATCh, contributing both
financially as well as providing expertise to the national work they perform in the areas
of prevention, early intervention and research relating to DFV.
RECOMMENDATION 70
That the ACT Government establish accountability targets for specific prevention and
early intervention measures relating to family and personal violence and report on
these to the Assembly quarterly.
Government response
Agreed in part.
The ACT Government agrees to the recommendation to establish accountability targets
for specific prevention and early intervention measures, however, does not agree to
quarterly reporting of such measures.
The effectiveness of domestic and family violence initiatives, particularly those relating to
prevention, should be viewed as a long-term activity. For that reason, any measure of
effectiveness of DFV initiatives would need to occur after a significant period of time has
passed, following full implementation of each of the funded measures.
According to Change the Story: A shared framework for the primary prevention of
violence against women and their children in Australia, measuring success of DFV
initiatives requires a focus on long-term outcomes as well as regular monitoring and
assessment in the short term. To this end, the ACT Government is committed to regular
detailed and robust reporting against the Safer Families Levy in the Budget Papers and an
annual statement to the Assembly by the Minister for Prevention of Domestic and Family
Violence. The ACT Government is working with agencies (government and community)
responsible for delivering the Safer Families initiatives, to plan for the measurement of
outcomes. It is expected this will provide a meaningful picture of the impacts and merits
of each initiative for children, women and men.
RECOMMENDATION 71
That the ACT Government provide a detailed breakdown of expenditures in the Safer
Families package, clearly identifying funds used for prevention and early intervention
and those used for crisis response.
Government response
Agreed in principle.

Government Response – 2017-18 Estimates Committee

Page 35

Caution needs to be taken when classifying initiatives as prevention, early intervention or
crisis response, as one initiative may have multiple outcomes. For example an initiative
to train health professionals to better recognise and respond to people experiencing DFV
might fall into the categories of early intervention, crisis response and cultural change.
Early intervention would occur if a health professional identifies a woman who is at risk
of experiencing violence, however, it would be a crisis response if the woman presents to
the health professional having been assaulted. Cultural change stems from increased
awareness and identification of DFV, which is facilitated through training the health
professional.
The Safer Families package was funded in 2016-17 and then expanded in 2017-18. While
the majority of the Safer Families initiatives can be categorised as prevention and early
intervention or crisis response, several of the initiatives were funded to drive change in
the system or to make policy or legislative improvements. These have been categorised
as cultural change and system improvements.
Initiative name

2017-18
Budget
$’000

Prevention and early intervention
Early intervention
Early assistance for families at risk of violence
Trauma Understanding and Sensitive Teaching (TRUST) project
Workforce capability
Training in domestic violence for frontline workers
Support and referral through specialist drug and alcohol treatment
services

411
351
60
1,007
507
500

Crisis response
Improving policing and justice system response
Stronger police support for family violence victims
Implementation of the Joint Australian Law Reform Commission and
NSW Law Reform Commission Report on Family Violence
Stronger criminal justice responses
Improved access to Legal Aid
Enhancing access to justice for non-English speakers
Crisis support
Support for women and children to leave violence
Additional resources for the Domestic Violence Crisis Service
Additional resources for the Canberra Rape Crisis Centre
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295
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296
380
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Cultural change and system improvements
Service coordination, integration and strategic improvement
Family Safety Hub Pilot
Safer families team/Improving Information Sharing/Risk Assessment Tool
Integrated case management

2,201
455
719
1,027

Better protections for children
Reportable conduct scheme for employees
Enhanced child protection case management and coordination

924
282
642

RECOMMENDATION 72
The Committee recommends that Office of the ACT Director of Public Prosecutions be
excluded from the application of the efficiency dividend, and that all programs in this
area be maintained or expanded as required to achieve the stated policy outcome.
Government response
Noted.
This will be considered in the context of the review of the Director of Public Prosecutions
resources and future budget processes. All agencies are expected to continue to identify
efficiencies in their operations to ensure the public are provided with value for money
outcomes in the delivery of public services.
RECOMMENDATION 73
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government seek submissions from the
ACT Director of Public Prosecutions as to the funding required to attract and retain
senior prosecutors and special provision be applied to achieve this aim.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
The current review of the Director of Public Prosecutions’ resources will consider
feedback from the Director of Public Prosecutions.
RECOMMENDATION 74
The Committee recommends that the ACT Director of Public Prosecutions be
authorised to prepare and present its own budget submissions, independent of the
Justice and Community Safety Directorate.
Government response
Noted.
This will be considered in the context of the review of the Director of Public Prosecutions’
resources and future budget processes.
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RECOMMENDATION 75
In light of calls from the Prime Minister for nationwide review, the Committee
recommends that the ACT Government undertake a full review of the operation of bail
laws in the ACT, and update the Assembly by the last sitting day in 2017.
Government response
Noted.
In the ACT, the Bail Act 1992 operates effectively and appropriately within the criminal
justice framework.
Over recent years the ACT has undertaken a number of reviews of our bail laws.
Remanding people in custody should be used as a last resort in carefully confined
circumstances, with a focus on reasonable and proportionate risk management. All bail
decisions in the ACT must be made by a police officer, magistrate or judge.
At the June Council of Australian Governments (COAG) meeting all state and territory
first ministers agreed to ensure there will be a presumption that neither bail nor parole
will be granted to those persons who have demonstrated support for, or have links to,
terrorist activity.
This commitment is being progressed through the Australia-New Zealand Counter
Terrorism Committee in preparation for a special COAG meeting focused on terrorism
related issues in October 2017.
RECOMMENDATION 76
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government start collecting information and
statistics on offences committed by those who were subject to either bail or parole
orders.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
The ACT Government is progressing a significant body of work to implement new
information management systems including: the Integrated Case Management System
for the ACT Law Courts and the Corrective Services Information Solution for
ACT Corrective Services. This will see significant improvements in the way information is
recorded and available for reporting and other purposes.
RECOMMENDATION 77
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government commit to transparent and
accurate record keeping in terms of staffing numbers across the ACT Public Service.
Government response
Agreed.
Information on staffing allocations is included in Budget Paper 3 and detailed staffing
data is published annually through the State of the Service Report.
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RECOMMENDATION 78
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government report in the budget on the
number of potentially excess staff resulting from budget measures or machinery of
government changes.
Government response
Noted.
Note that information on staffing allocations is included in Budget Paper 3.
RECOMMENDATION 79
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide the Assembly with
updated figures on the executive expenses of the newly merged structure of the
Human Rights Commission before the end of the last sitting period in August 2017.
Government response
Agreed.
RECOMMENDATION 80
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government set targets for, and report on,
the number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander participants in the Throughcare
program.
Government response
Agreed.
ACT Corrective Services already has a target for 90 per cent participation by sentenced
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander detainees in the Extended Throughcare program by
2017, set in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Justice Partnership 2015-2018.
ACT Corrective Services currently reports on performance against this target to the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elected Body. This information will be provided in
JACS annual reporting from 2017-18.
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RECOMMENDATION 81
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government immediately address the lack
of dedicated accommodation in the Alexander Maconochie Centre for the growing
number of women detainees.
Government response
Noted.
ACT Corrective Services is currently reviewing accommodation usage within the
Alexander Maconochie Centre to better meet the needs of female detainees in the short
to medium term.
The 2017-18 Budget provided funding for a feasibility study to consider future
accommodation needs. The needs of female detainees is the first priority for the
feasibility study.
RECOMMENDATION 82
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government advise the Assembly as to any
plans for expanding or altering the accommodation of the Alexander Maconochie
Centre for women detainees.
Government response
Noted.
The ACT Government will advise the Assembly of any expansion or significant alteration
to the accommodation for women detainees in the Alexander Maconochie Centre as
required.
Given that operational requirements can and do change frequently it may not always be
possible to advise of changes in advance of operationalisation.
RECOMMENDATION 83
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government implement, as a matter of
priority, industry and educational programs for the women detainees in the Alexander
Maconochie Centre.
Government response
Agreed.
Industry and educational programs are already available to women detainees in the
Alexander Maconochie Centre. As provided to the Assembly on 10 April 2017 in
response to a question on notice, approximately 88 per cent of eligible female detainees
were in education and training for the 2015-16 financial year.
A review of accommodation usage within the Alexander Maconochie Centre is currently
underway for women detainees and a key consideration in this process is the access to
industries and education.
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RECOMMENDATION 84
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government ensures that access to training
and support programs for female detainees at the Alexander Maconochie Centre is at
least equal to that of the male detainees.
Government response
Noted.
The needs of male and female detainees in custody can be very different, so the number
of programs available to men and women may be very different as these are tailored to
address criminogenic factors. The ACT Government is committed to providing training
and support programs for women according to need. This must be balanced with the
implications for resourcing, maintaining separation of male and female detainees, and
the safety and security of detainees and the community.
RECOMMENDATION 85
The Committee recommends that the Attorney-General provide the ACT Legislative
Assembly with an update on progress of the courts construction project by the last
sitting day in August 2017.
Government response
Agreed.
The Attorney-General will table an update in the ACT Legislative Assembly.
RECOMMENDATION 86
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government report to the Assembly on the
new organisational standard procedure on providing portable toilets and other
sanitation and health basics at fire sites.
Government response
Agreed.
The ACT Government provides the following information to the Assembly on providing
portable toilets and other sanitation and health basics at fire sites.
An internal Emergency Services Agency (ESA) working group, including officers from each
of the emergency services, was established to develop a whole-of-organisation Standard
Operating Procedure for the provision of toilet facilities at emergency incidents.
The internal working group has finalised a whole-of-ESA procedure to strengthen
procedures currently in place within each of the emergency services.
The ESA procedure gives Incident Controllers guidance when determining the
circumstances under which toilet facilities will be provided at an emergency incident.
This includes guidance on whether to deploy ACT Fire & Rescue’s Decontamination
Platform on Demand (POD) (which contains a toilet and showers) or portable toilets.
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In making this decision, the Incident Controller may take into account matters such as
the location, size, scale, and complexity of the emergency incident, and whether any
facilities are already available at or near the Staging Area or Forward Command Point.
RECOMMENDATION 87
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government advise the Assembly as to the
timeline for the Emergency Services Agency to acquire a fully operational aerial
pumper, a crew to operate the aerial pumper, and an estimated budget.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
The Government is committed to providing an additional aerial pumper appliance during
the term of this Assembly. The Government is taking advice from the ACT Emergency
Services Agency on the most appropriate way to progress this important initiative and
will make announcements in due course.
RECOMMENDATION 88
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government works with the owners of the
Ginninderry development and Dr Jason Sharples to reassess the bushfire risk at the
Ginninderry site and undertake the necessary planning adjustments in response to the
findings of Dr Sharples’ 2017 report.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
The Ginninderry Project is a Joint Venture between the ACT Government and Riverview
Developments. The Ginninderry project bushfire management measures have been
developed on the basis of the standards set by ACT and NSW emergency services
agencies and are considered to be best practice.
In particular, the bushfire risk of the Ginninderry site was assessed against the Australian
Standard for Construction of Buildings in Bushfire Prone Areas (AS3959). The AS3959 is
the current national standard that covers the bushfire safety requirements of building in
a bushfire prone area as well as providing the methodology for calculating the bushfire
attack level. Dr Jason Sharples’ 2017 report focuses on changes to the extreme wildfire
spectrum that falls outside of the AS3959.
The ACT Government will consult Dr Sharples to clarify outcomes of his report in relation
to building standards at the Ginninderry site. The ACT Government will also consult with
Standards Australia Committee FP-020 and the Bushfire and Natural Hazards Cooperative
Research Centre regarding any changes that may be required in its approaches to
assessing bushfire risk.
The work of Dr Sharples and other researchers in this field is ongoing and it would be
expected that, as more scientific information comes to light, the standards will continue
to evolve over time to reflect best practice. This is expected to occur over the life of the
Ginninderry project given its 40 year timeframe, and planning will be adjusted to suit.
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The Government welcomes Dr Sharples’ input. His work is an important contribution to
the broad spectrum of academic research being conducted into bushfire management
both in Australia and overseas. The Ginninderry project’s expert bushfire consultants
have already met with Dr Sharples, and will continue to explore options for further
improving the proposed measures at Ginninderry along with the emergency services
authorities.
RECOMMENDATION 89
The Committee recommends the ACT Government take steps to ensure that closed
development applications are accessible online.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
EPSDD is exploring ways to increase the capacity of business systems that would permit
more completed development applications remaining online and publicly accessible.
EPSDD is currently upgrading the eDevelopment business system to improve
functionality and will consider storage capacity in addition to that upgrade.
RECOMMENDATION 90
The Committee recommends the ACT Government examine options that could be
implemented to improve development application processing times and quality of
processing applications.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
EPSDD has implemented simpler notices of decision for minor development applications
and introduced a gateway team to provide assistance to those who wish to lodge
development applications. EPSDD is currently focussing on further improvement to the
development application process, noting that many development applications are
incomplete, complex, require further information from proponents and are subject to
representations of third parties.
RECOMMENDATION 91
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government reports to the ACT Legislative
Assembly on a quarterly basis on the status of Master Plans currently under
development.
Government response
Agreed.
EPSDD is progressing the final three master plans in the Master Plan Program for the
Curtin and Kippax group centres and Tharwa village.
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RECOMMENDATION 92
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government continue to report in the
Budget Papers the completion and publication of Master Plans.
Government response
Agreed.
The Directorate will reinstate the accountability indicator for Master Plans. The indicator
will be three master plans for 2017-18.
RECOMMENDATION 93
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide better detail for
Output 1:2 Planning Policy, in future Budget Papers, with respect to accountability
indicators and key performance indicators.
Government response
Agreed.
RECOMMENDATION 94
The Committee recommends the ACT Government continue to keep the Dickson
community informed on the progress of consultation and planning for Section 72,
Dickson.
Government response
Agreed.
Select sites within Dickson Section 72 were first put on the Indicative Land Release
Program in June 2014. Consultation with the community commenced at that time and a
number of traffic and environmental studies were carried out. Between August and
December 2014, the Government attended meetings with various North Canberra
Community Groups culminating in a facilitated community design workshop. Maps and
the intentions around Section 72 were provided at the meetings and also put on the
Government’s website. Advice on the consultation outcomes and the Government’s
decision were the subject of a presentation to the North Canberra Community Council
and Dickson Residents Group in July 2015.
During the 2016 Territory Election the Government indicated an intention to pursue the
establishment of a second Common Ground development on this site in Dickson, offering
supported and inclusive housing for homeless individuals and families, as well as
low-income earners.
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RECOMMENDATION 95
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government include more accountability
indicators for heritage matters in future budgets, so as to provide a greater level of
clarity about the number of nominations received, assessed and the length of time
taken to assess them.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
The Heritage Act 2004 does not provide statutory timeframes for a provisional
registration decision to be made once a nomination application is accepted.
Each year, the Heritage Council sets a priority list of places for assessment over the
coming 12 months. Assessments are carefully prioritised by development threat, related
themes to allow comparative assessment and appeal risk.
The length of time taken to assess a nomination is not necessarily reflective of the age of
the nomination, for example – a nomination may be made five years ago but under
active assessment for one year before a provisional registration decision is made.
In some cases, nominations may be straightforward and can be easily and quickly
assessed. In others – such as with precincts – a single nomination may take many
months to assess, due to the complexities involved and extensive consultation due to
significant numbers of interested parties.
RECOMMENDATION 96
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government engage more with the
ACT heritage stakeholders, and give consideration to their input into heritage
decisions.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
Details of who must be notified and consulted with, as well as the timeframe and method
in which to notify and consult are determined under the Heritage Act 2004.
ACT Heritage also informs other key interest groups of decisions such as the National
Trust, the Canberra and District Historical Society, and the United Ngunnawal Elders
Council.
The Heritage Council notifies nominators and other interested parties when a
nomination is received and additionally when a decision is made whether to accept or
reject the nomination.
As a courtesy, interested parties are also notified when assessment commences or a
pending decision is likely in the coming months.
Additionally these parties are again notified of decisions such as provisional registration
where they are also invited to make comment and final registration.
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RECOMMENDATION 97
The Committee recommends that the eastern grey kangaroo fertility control program
be reviewed to examine whether it contributes, or has the potential to contribute, in
any significant way, as part of the overall control program, to the management of
kangaroo populations in the ACT and whether it is a fiscally responsible and sustainable
method of control.
Government response
Agreed.
RECOMMENDATION 98
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consult with relevant
recreation groups (for example, mountain bike riders, anglers, etc), relevant
environmental groups, and other stakeholders to seek resolution of issues arising with
regard to management of, and access to, reserves.
Government response
Agreed.
RECOMMENDATION 99
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consider including additional
accountability indicators related to the Conservator of Flora and Fauna in the
2017-18 ACT Budget.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
The Directorate did include additional indicators in the 2017 18 Budget following the
Committee’s recommendation in the last Budget. Additional indicators will be
considered again in the 2018-19 Budget.
RECOMMENDATION 100
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consider how they plan to
maintain 100 per cent renewable electricity post 2020.
Government response
Agreed.
The ACT Government is developing a comprehensive policy framework (the Our Canberra
by 2050 – A vision for a smart, sustainable and liveable city) towards achieving net zero
emissions by 2050 at the latest. Within this framework, options for reduced emissions
from the electricity sector, including maintaining post 2020 the 100 percent renewable
electricity target, will be considered.
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RECOMMENDATION 101
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government inform ACT residents that load
shedding may be required in the forthcoming summer months and that households
need to prepare a plan to manage their own power needs and use over the hot
summer months.
Government response
Noted.
The Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO) is working with the energy sector on its
preparedness for the summer of 2017-18. The ACT Government will continue to monitor
this work, and the outlook for summer, and determine what public communications are
appropriate in consultation with NSW and other jurisdictions through the COAG Energy
Council.
RECOMMENDATION 102
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government support the Office of
Commissioner for Sustainability and the Environment to re-examine its role and
functions, to ensure best practice and effective use of resources for review of matters
in the environmental space.
Government response
Agreed.
RECOMMENDATION 103
The Committee recommends the ACT Government continue to update the Assembly on
the status of the demolition program being undertaken by the Asbestos Response
Taskforce.
Government response
Agreed.
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RECOMMENDATION 104
The Committee recommends the ACT Government continue to engage and consult with
public housing tenants who are being relocated, as well as residents in suburbs where
additional public housing is being considered within Community Facility Zones, on the
changes that will impact on them as a result of the housing renewal process.
Government response
Agreed.
Tenant relocation through the public housing renewal program is determined on a
case-by-case basis in consultation with each household. Multiple tenant engagement
methods are used to ensure that tenants living in the redevelopment sites have
opportunities to raise issues and to be informed of progress. Housing ACT works with our
community sector partners to relocate tenants to new homes, with a key component of
the program being the support provided to tenants before, during and after their
relocation. Tenant Relocation Officers work alongside tenants for up to 12 months (nine
months prior to relocation and three months post-relocation) to facilitate a smooth
transition to their homes and communities.
The ACT Government has continued to engage with the communities surrounding
proposed public housing developments on Community Facility-zoned land since the
proposals for public housing were announced in March 2017. The Public Housing
Renewal Taskforce (Taskforce) has been addressing the feedback received from the
community and is working with community representatives to refine the designs and
layouts. During this process, the Taskforce has refined the designs and has been making
regular updates to its website with the outcomes of each meeting. The Taskforce has
found the process of working with smaller representative groups a valuable part of the
design process and has appreciated the efforts of the various stakeholder groups and
community councils that have been involved.
RECOMMENDATION 105
The Committee recommends that once the housing renewal program is complete, the
ACT Government should have an ongoing program of public housing renewal so that
the proportion of public housing does not fall.
Government response
Agreed.
Housing ACT is developing a Public Housing Asset Management Plan to deliver a
contemporary and responsive asset base capable of meeting the broader social policy
objectives of the ACT Government. This works sits within the broader framework of the
ACT Housing Strategy (which is currently in development). While Housing ACT renews
approximately one per cent of its portfolio annually, development of the Plan will
consider targets for increased renewal and growth. The Plan will progress the
Government’s commitment to building inclusive communities where people from
different economic, cultural and social backgrounds live cohesively together.
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RECOMMENDATION 106
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government develop a website that
provides details of every ACT Government Board/Advisory Panel and which outlines
details of the scope of the appointment, remuneration if applicable, term of
appointment, name of appointee and Minister responsible.
Government response
Noted.
The Government manages a range of websites that provide details on the operation and
membership of individual Government Boards and Advisory Panels. A number of
consultation processes are also undertaken before making statutory ministerial
appointments including with the relevant Standing Committee, and through disallowable
instruments in the Legislative Assembly.
RECOMMENDATION 107
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government publish how the City Centre
Marketing Improvements Levy is spent, as part of relevant directorate annual reports.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
The performance and accountability framework for the City Centre Marketing and
Improvements Levy is currently being developed. An appropriate reporting process and
location will be developed as part of this process. It should also be noted that
responsibility for this function is being transferred to the City Renewal Authority to
ensure maximum funds are expended on city improvements, not administration.
RECOMMENDATION 108
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government develop strategic and
accountability indicators for initiatives funded by the City Centre Marketing
Improvements Levy and that these are documented in the Environment, Planning and
Sustainable Development Directorate Annual Report.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
The performance and accountability framework for the City Centre Marketing and
Improvements Levy is currently being developed. An appropriate reporting process and
location will be developed as part of this.
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RECOMMENDATION 109
The Committee reiterates Recommendation 5 of the Standing Committee on Planning
and Urban Renewal’s Inquiry into Annual and Financial Reports for 2015-16, that the
ACT Government informs the Legislative Assembly of the reasons for the recent rural
land purchases and how they fit in with strategic land use planning for the ACT.
Government response
Noted.
The purchases of rural land by the former Land Development Agency were for the
purpose of facilitating the future growth of Canberra. The purchases will provide the
Territory with options that will facilitate positive economic, social and environmental
outcomes for current and future generations in the ACT region. The purchases align with
the Territory’s strategy for planning and sustainable development and are consistent the
vision for growth in the Canberra Spatial Plan 2004 and the current ACT Planning Strategy
2012.
RECOMMENDATION 110
The Committee calls on the Government to review the 2012 ACT Planning Strategy
through a comprehensive process that reviews all housing growth options – not just
options where the Land Development Agency has already purchased land – and
includes genuine community consultation on the options.
Government response
Noted.
EPSDD is progressing actions in the Minister for Planning’s Statement of Planning Intent
(2015) to review residential zoning and the residential codes of the Territory Plan to
improve housing choice.
Under Section 110 of the Planning and Development Act 2007 the Executive must
consider, at least once every five years, whether a review of the ACT Planning Strategy is
necessary. This consideration is scheduled for later this year.
RECOMMENDATION 111
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government apply only short term leases on
rural land that has been identified for possible future urban expansion and/or for
purchase by the ACT Government.
Government response
Noted.
Where possible, EPSDD will preserve the short-term nature of rural leases, noting that
some rural leases have been issued for 99 years.
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RECOMMENDATION 112
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government undertake a review of the
accessibility of ACT Government funded mental health services for students in
non-government schools.
Government response
Agreed in part.
ACT Health will provide advice to the Assembly in relation to mental health services
available for students in non-government schools.
RECOMMENDATION 113
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government publicly provide information on
school facilities available for use by community groups after hours, including cost per
hour and other requirements.
Government response
Agreed in part.
The ACT Government currently provides details of school facilities available for hire (with
the exception of pricing details) at the following link through the Education Directorate
website: https://www.education.act.gov.au/about_us/A-Z .
Community use of schools policies and procedures place a positive obligation on schools
to make their facilities available for public use on a cost recovery basis. Principals also
have the discretion to provide school facilities at no cost to community groups.
RECOMMENDATION 114
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consider insurance
arrangements for low risk groups using its venues to facilitate low cost use of these
facilities by community groups, incorporated or informal.
Government response
Noted.
Community use of schools policies and procedures currently provide the capacity for low
risk community group activities to access school premises without insurance coverage.
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RECOMMENDATION 115
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consider implementing any
small capital investments that will help to improve access and security arrangements
for community groups using school premises outside standard operating hours.
Government response
Agreed.
The ACT Government has established a cross-agency working group and provided
funding of $100,000 through the 2017-18 Budget to improve access and security for
community groups using premises outside standard operating hours. This builds on
$100,000 provided in the previous term.
RECOMMENDATION 116
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government conduct an annual survey of
teachers who are in their first four years of teaching to determine whether they are
receiving an induction commensurate with the Education Directorate’s intent.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
A survey of beginning teachers is proposed from 2018 to gain an understanding of the
beginning teacher experience. This survey will go beyond responses regarding induction,
and will include feedback on student placements and university training experiences.
RECOMMENDATION 117
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government take appropriate action to
rectify any shortfalls identified through the annual ‘new teacher survey.’
Government response
Agreed.
A plan will be developed to respond to feedback.
RECOMMENDATION 118
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government sets targets for indigenous
students’ attendance during NAPLAN testing and report on those targets.
Government response
Noted.
Participation in NAPLAN testing is expected by all students in ACT public schools.
Students may be withdrawn from the testing program by their parent or carer. The
Directorate acknowledges that the reasons behind withdrawals and absences from
NAPLAN testing are varied and can be personal. The Directorate does not support
setting specific targets for NAPLAN participation for any one cultural group.
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RECOMMENDATION 119
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government set clear targets on closing the
gap, in percentage points, for each year of NAPLAN and report on those targets.
Government response
Noted.
The ACT Education Directorate currently reports on closing the gap targets which have
been set through the National Indigenous Reform Agreement (NIRA). One such target is
to halve the gap between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and non-Indigenous
students in NAPLAN reading, writing and numeracy by 2018. ACT and other Australian
jurisdictions are also working with the Commonwealth Government to progress work on
a refresh of the Closing the Gap targets and framework. It would not be appropriate for
the ACT to begin reporting on a new, related target while this work is underway.
RECOMMENDATION 120
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government publish a list of approved
groups and entities who deliver educational programs in ACT schools on a regular basis,
including an outline of programs being delivered.
Government response
Noted.
It would not be practicable to regularly publish an exhaustive list of all approved groups
and entities who deliver educational programs in ACT schools. A large number of
different organisations and entities are present in ACT schools, once approved. For any
program run by an external provider, schools must refer to the Working with Children
and Young People – Volunteers and Visitors (Interim) Policy.
The ACT has a system wide school based decision making model in place, where each
school network and leadership team is able to make decisions on the engagement of
groups and entities to meet the varying requirements of their students and school
communities. Principals, in conjunction with school boards are able to make decisions
about engaging industry expertise to provide input on specific learning. This can vary
based on each school's educational and improvement priorities.
RECOMMENDATION 121
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government investigate options for
encouraging more members of the community to become Learning Support Assistants.
Government response
Agreed.
The role of the learning support assistant continues to evolve. Work will commence
shortly on better defining this role in various settings and looking at best fit recruitment
strategies. Following the completion of this work, the Education Directorate will
investigate the development of options as per the Committee’s recommendation.
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RECOMMENDATION 122
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government conduct an analysis of
home-education requirements in other jurisdictions, with a view to determining
whether the ACT’s approach is consistent or could be improved.
Government response
Agreed.
The Directorate will undertake an analysis of its home education program, particularly
with reference to practices in other jurisdictions.
RECOMMENDATION 123
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government write to the National Disability
Insurance Agency and request that feedback be provided to unsuccessful ACT
applicants for Information Linkages and Capacity building grants.
Government response
Noted.
Minister Stephen-Smith wrote to the Hon Christian Porter MP in relation to feedback for
organisations that were unsuccessful in receiving an Information, Linkages and Capacity
Building (ILC) grant. This matter was raised during a teleconference between both
Ministers (and referenced in the letter) on 18 May 2017. The ACT Government will
continue to work with the Commonwealth to ensure that important and valued
community supports and investments are not lost.
The ACT Government has worked closely with the National Disability Insurance Agency
(NDIA) to support four organisations who were not successful in the Commonwealth’s
first ACT ILC grant round, to receive additional ILC transition funding. The
ACT Government is aware that the NDIA met with a number of organisations, including
Technical Aid to the Disabled ACT and Radio 1RPH, to provide feedback on their ILC grant
applications.
The Office for Disability met with senior staff from the NDIA on 3 August 2017 and
discussed how both agencies can work together moving forward. Discussions included
the involvement of the Office for Disability in a local ILC Community of Practice and how
the two agencies can support providers in the ILC grant round which opens in the ACT in
October 2017.
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RECOMMENDATION 124
The Committee recommends that the Minister for Community Services work with
other relevant directorates to develop a clear strategy to ensure ongoing support for
community groups in the allied health and disability sectors who are unable to access
funds under the National Disability Insurance Scheme framework, but who
nevertheless provide valuable services to the disabled and wider ACT community and
have done so for many years.
Government response
Agreed.
The ACT continues to work with the National Disability Insurance Agency to ensure
ongoing support for community groups in the allied health and disability sectors. Staff
from the ACT Office for Disability are currently represented on the National Market
Sector Workforce Working Group. The ACT Office for Disability is working with National
Disability Services who have been commissioned to develop a project to address
workforce issues.
The ACT NDIS Inter Directorate Committee is led by the Office for Disability to facilitate
cross-government interaction on the implementation of NDIS and ensure a
comprehensive understanding of the financial and operational implications on the
ACT Government as it moves to the full scheme.
RECOMMENDATION 125
The Committee recommends that the ACT Community Services Directorate takes steps
to publicise the functions of the Child Development Service that are co-located with the
Childhood Early Intervention Service at Holder.
Government response
Agreed.
The Community Services Directorate publicises the functions of the Child Development
Service on the Community Services Directorate’s webpage. This information is also
circulated to stakeholders and families. The Government will consider additional steps
that can be taken to publicise the Child Development Service to families with young
children.
RECOMMENDATION 126
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide assurance to parents of
children who require special student transport that this service will continue to be
delivered.
Government response
Agreed.
The ACT Government will work with the National Disability Insurance Agency to ensure
the ongoing delivery of special needs transport in the ACT.
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RECOMMENDATION 127
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government report quarterly to the
ACT Legislative Assembly on the progress made in reducing the need for out-of-home
care places.
Government response
Agreed in part.
The Minister for Disability, Children and Youth will provide an annual update on the
progress of A Step Up for Our Kids. The total out of home care days used annually is
already reported to the Legislative Assembly in the Community Services Directorate’s
Annual Report and in the half-yearly performance report.
RECOMMENDATION 128
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government report to the ACT Legislative
Assembly on the following:
 Which data and factors were considered when making the decision to merge early
intervention and prevention programs and child protection into a new Children,
Youth and Families Service;
 What it understands to be the drivers behind the surge in need for out-of-home care
places, as well as specific measures that it is using to reduce this demand; and
 Details on how the 2017–18 funding for the Child Protection System will be
expended, as well as required reporting and accountability targets.
Government response
Agreed.
In relation to the first dot point – The importance and efficacy of early intervention and
primary prevention was a key factor in the creation of the Child, Youth and Family
Division of the Community Services Directorate (CSD). The Division will be responsible
for the integration of the Community Services Directorate’s service lifecycle across all
child, youth and family services. The opportunity to support the continuum of services
from early intervention and primary prevention services through to statutory services
will allow for greater flow of knowledge, integration and effective service delivery for our
clients. This supports the delivery of a service system that is cohesive and coherent for
the community. This change will build on the existing community relationships to extend
the full spectrum of CSD services and capabilities. It will facilitate demand management
practices that may assist in the management of the volume of children requiring
statutory services. The Directorate continues to monitor this data and to take action
across the spectrum of responses.
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In relation to the second dot point – The three main precursors for children and young
people entering out of home care are mental illness, drug and alcohol abuse and family
violence. Under A Step Up for Our Kids the ACT Government commissioned new services
to reduce the demand for out of home care places. Uniting was selected under A Step
Up for Our Kids to deliver a number of services including the Children and Families ACT
program, which provide supports tailored to meet the individual needs of the family and
focuses on areas such as managing the home and family, building relationships and
addressing mental health, drug and alcohol or domestic violence issues. Uniting has also
partnered with Karralika to help families deal with Alcohol and Other Drugs issues. The
Community Services Directorate provides funding through the Community Development
Program and the Child, Youth and Family Service Program to support:
 The Young Men Mentoring and Counselling through Menslink.
 Therapeutic Services through Relationships Australia and YWCA Canberra.
 Crisis intervention, Counselling and Education through the Canberra Rape Crisis
Centre.
 The Nguru Program through the Canberra Rape Crisis Centre.
 Service Assistant Male Survivors of Sexual Assault through the Canberra Rape Crisis
Centre.
The Minister for Disability, Children and Youth will provide an annual update on the
progress of A Step Up for Our Kids to the Legislative Assembly.
In relation to the third dot point – Reporting on Child Protection expenditure and
accountability targets will be reported through the Community Services Directorate
Annual report to the Legislative Assembly, or other available reporting mechanisms.
RECOMMENDATION 129
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government develop specific initiatives that
address youth unemployment and underemployment.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
As noted in the Government response to Question on Notice E17-347, the
ACT Government recognises that youth unemployment and underemployment have a
range of causal factors, and subsequently there are a range of ACT Government
programs available to assist young people to secure employment by supporting
transitions from school to work or further education and training. Participation in the
range of vocational education and training programs available both during and post
school assists young people to make connections with potential employers while they are
studying, and contributes to many young people making successful transitions.
As detailed in the response to Question on Notice E17-347, the ACT Government
supports a range of:
 government and/or community projects that assist young people to secure
employment and/or access pathways to employment,
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 specific measures to increase young people’s participation in education, training and
employment,
 services and programs designed to help youth access meaningful work experience and
connect young people to entrepreneurial thinking and the ACT’s innovation
eco-system.
The ACT Government will continue to explore new options and strengthen collaborative
partnerships across relevant government and community organisation programs, to
improve understanding of how unemployed or underemployed youth may better access
and navigate existing employment-related vocational education and training initiatives.
As an example, Skills Canberra is working collaboratively with the Community Services
Directorate to inform the design of the $1.2 million 2017-18 ACT Government Budget
initiative to support employment pathways for refugees and asylum seekers, many of
whom are young people.
RECOMMENDATION 130
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide the ACT Legislative
Assembly with an accountability target for the number of asylum seekers and refugees
to be served by the new job brokering service and then report on the success of this
program.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
The Community Services Directorate will report on the success of the program and the
numbers of asylum seekers and refugees accessing services in its Annual Report.
RECOMMENDATION 131
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide the ACT Legislative
Assembly with an accountability target for the number of migrants to be served by the
expanded English language program and then report on the success of this program.
Government response
Agreed.
The Community Services Directorate will develop and provide an accountability target for
the number of migrants to be served by the expanded English language program as the
program is designed. The implementation and success of this program will be reported
via the Community Services Directorate Annual Report.
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RECOMMENDATION 132
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government continue to support affordable
access to public spaces, including the Theo Notaras Centre and school halls, for
community groups.
Government response
Agreed.
The Community Services Directorate agrees to continue to support affordable access to
the Theo Notaras Multicultural Centre for multicultural community use. The
ACT Government is committed to making ACT public schools available to sport,
recreation and community groups outside school hours and a working group has been
established with the Education Directorate, Active Canberra and the Community Services
Directorate to facilitate increased access.
RECOMMENDATION 133
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide a separate annexe to
the Budget papers that details Indigenous progress for relevant output
classes/accountability indicators.
Government response
Not agreed.
The ACT Government currently reports progress on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Affairs in the Annual Reports for each directorate under ‘Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Report’ as per the Annual Reports (Government Agencies) Notice 2017
(Notifiable Instrument NI2017-280).
RECOMMENDATION 134
The Committee recommends that the appropriate directorate set and report to the
Legislative Assembly on the Elected Body’s budget allocation each year including
additional spending during the triennial election year.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elected Body is funded through the Office for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs, which provides secretariat support for the
body with two full-time positions. All administrative costs are met by the Office.
Remuneration for the Elected Body positions is benchmarked by the Remuneration
Tribunal based on the Elected Body providing advice to Government. The budget for the
Elected Body is approximately $440,000 per annum, which provides for administration,
secretariat support and member wages.
The Government will consider the most appropriate form to report.
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RECOMMENDATION 135
The Committee recommends that future Select Committees on Estimates consider
holding separate hearings on cross-portfolio Indigenous matters so that all matters
pertaining to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders are responded to appropriately and
with transparency. The Committee notes this approach is used in other jurisdictions.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
This is a matter for the administration of future Select Committees. The Government
does, however, acknowledge the important role of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Elected Body’s Hearings.
RECOMMENDATION 136
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government outline the appointment
process and criteria for membership to the Veterans Advisory Council.
Government response
Agreed.
Appointments to the Veterans’ Advisory Council were made in accordance with
processes outlined in the Governance Principles, Appointments, Boards and Committees
in the ACT handbook. The positions on the Veterans Advisory Council were advertised
and applied for through the SmartyGrants online portal. The opening of this process was
supported by a media release and through outreach to relevant stakeholder groups and
ex-service organisations. The selection criteria required members of the Veterans
Advisory Council to have a broad range of knowledge, skills, qualifications and experience
relevant to the veterans’ community in the ACT. As outlined in the Terms of Reference,
no less than half the membership may be current or ex-members of the Australian
Defence Force. Once the applications were received, a panel was formed and interviews
conducted. The process is subject to a Cabinet Submission.
RECOMMENDATION 137
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government ensure that meeting times for
the Veterans Advisory Council be published, that the minutes be published, and that
there be an open means for stakeholder groups and, where possible, members of the
public contribute.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
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The Veterans Advisory Council meetings are planned in advance and those times could
be published with the Council’s and Minister’s agreement. The Council represents a
cross section of the veteran community, and is charged with consulting with key
stakeholders and providing a forum for the veteran’s community, in acting as a direct
contact point between it and the ACT Government, as part of its terms of reference.
They may seek to issue a communiqué where appropriate regarding meetings; however,
minutes are not for public distribution, as they form advice to the Minister, as noted in
its terms of reference. As part of the terms of reference, the Veterans Advisory Council
will be required to undertake at least one round of community consultation a year on a
specific issue to comprehensively gauge how the issue affects veterans in the ACT and
what steps the ACT Government might take to address it.
RECOMMENDATION 138
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government establish a grants program,
similar to the seniors program, specifically to assist veterans and veterans’ groups.
Government response
Noted.
The Community Participation (Veterans and Senior) Grants seek applications from
organisations that can utilise project funding to support veterans in the ACT.
RECOMMENDATION 139
In recognition that not all veterans are seniors, the Committee recommends that the
ACT Government develop programs specifically aimed at veterans of all ages to provide
services for veterans and their families.
Government response
Agreed.
The ACT Government recognises that not all veterans are seniors. The Community
Services Directorate website will be updated to direct veterans to available programs,
many of which are funded by the Commonwealth. The Government is currently
investigating a number of possible veterans’ initiatives targeted at younger veterans,
including those supporting transition from the defence force into civilian employment.
RECOMMENDATION 140
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government establish an online presence to
assist veterans to source and apply for programs for veterans, separate from seniors.
Government response
Agreed.
The Community Services Directorate website is currently updating its website to provide
separate information for veterans and seniors.
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RECOMMENDATION 141
The Committee recommends that ACT Government expenditure providing services for
veterans be a separate line item of the budget, with programs and funding clearly
separated from the seniors’ portfolio.
Government response
Not agreed.
Expenditure is reported at Output Class level in the Budget Papers and both the veterans
and seniors portfolio is included in the Inclusion and Participation expenditure.
RECOMMENDATION 142
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government include additional data on
Social and Public Housing in Table 32 relating to Output 1.1 Social Housing,
Budget Statements G, as outlined in the Committee’s report.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
The format of Table 32 conforms to a whole of government standard on reporting of
targets (prior and current year) and estimated outcome. Housing ACT reports on the
number of social and public housing properties in stock in the Community Services
Directorate Annual Report. The ACT Government is currently developing a Public
Housing Asset Management Plan. Development of the plan will consider reporting on
stock forecast as well as reporting on repairs and maintenance, and potential
accountability indicators.
There are many factors to consider in relation to accountability indicators for complaints.
The Community Services Directorate is considering the proposed reporting outlined by
the Committee and will examine the best way of incorporating measures in future
reports. Implementing this recommendation would also require changes to data
collection and IT systems.
RECOMMENDATION 143
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government create and publish a long-term
bus replacement strategy, outlining thresholds for bus retirement, when Transport
Canberra will phase out buses over fifteen years old, and the schedule for adding new
buses to the fleet.
Government response
Agreed.
Transport Canberra will develop and publish a long term bus replacement strategy in due
course.
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RECOMMENDATION 144
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government outline the replacement
strategy for all 93 Renault buses within the Transport Canberra fleet.
Government response
Agreed in part.
The profile and timing of replacing all Renault buses within the fleet is subject to network
requirements and asset condition assessments.
RECOMMENDATION 145
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government release indicative plans and
modelling of the Transport Canberra bus network following the commencement of
Light Rail, including changes to bus routes, stops, timetables, and number of buses in
the Transport Canberra fleet.
Government response
Agreed.
Transport Canberra will release plans for the bus network following the commencement
of Light Rail, including associated community consultation, in due course.
RECOMMENDATION 146
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government release a timeframe for the
commencement of the Rapid Network, including the scheduled month and year of
commencement, timetables, and the resources needed for each Rapid Route.
Government response
Agreed.
Transport Canberra will release a timeframe for the commencement of the Rapid
Network. As Rapid routes are introduced, Transport Canberra will release the associated
timetables.
RECOMMENDATION 147
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government outline what additional direct
support will be provided to local businesses to increase participation in the Light Rail
project.
Government response
Agreed.
TCCS continues to work with the Canberra Business Chamber through its Business Link
program, together with other stakeholders, on local industry participation matters.
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RECOMMENDATION 148
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government release indicative plans for the
Light Rail network, including the length of each stage, the estimated construction
timetables for future stages, and the capital and operating costs per stage.
Government response
Not agreed.
The 2017-18 Budget contains funding for the development of a business case for the
second stage of light rail (between the City and Woden). Design considerations such as
those nominated by the Committee will be considered by the Government following
completion of the business case, with costs to be detailed in the Budget Papers at the
appropriate time. As such, it is too early in the design and procurement process to
provide this information, given the work that is currently underway.
Further stages of the light rail network beyond this will be considered in light of a range
of factors including the city’s future rates of growth, the utilisation rates and lessons
learned on stage 1 and 2, and the Territory’s future budget position.
RECOMMENDATION 149
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government collaborate with the National
Capital Authority and the CSIRO to develop a plan for the realignment and duplication
of Kuringa Drive so that it better connects with Kingsford Smith Drive.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
There is already a road reserve for the Kuringa Drive duplication.
RECOMMENDATION 150
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government consider the effectiveness of,
and need for, traffic calming measures in town centres and group centres, given the
introduction of 40-kilometre-per-hour zones.
Government response
Agreed.
RoadsACT routinely reviews road safety arrangements within the Territory, and will
implement measures as appropriate to improve safety for pedestrians, cyclists and other
road users in light of introduction of the new zones.
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RECOMMENDATION 151
The Committee recommends that the number of unique borrowers of physical library
items, for each ACT public Library, be reported annually.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
Libraries ACT will investigate the availability of this information with the current library
management system.
RECOMMENDATION 152
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government release the outcomes of the
2017 Green Waste trial, particularly the issues of contamination, prior to any decision
to expand the scheme.
Government response
Agreed in part.
The pilot is not scheduled to be completed until June 2018. At that time the Government
will consider the best channels through which to communicate the trial’s findings. The
Government has, however, made a clear commitment and decision, fully funded in the
2016 Pre-Election Budget Update, to expand the green bin scheme to every Canberra
region, and every household that wants one, by 2020.
RECOMMENDATION 153
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government release the outcomes of the
Waste Feasibility Study by the end of October 2017 and commit to further community
consultation on the implementation of any accepted recommendations.
Government response
Noted.
The Government will release the outcomes of the Waste Feasibility Study once
completed and agreed. Any further community consultation required will be conducted
accepted recommendations have been agreed.
RECOMMENDATION 154
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government establish and publish the
criteria for assessing the declaration of a ‘dangerous dog.’
Government response
Noted.
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Dangerous dogs are declared according to the provisions of the Domestic Animals
Act 2000. The legislation provides for the exercise of discretion and judgement about the
unique circumstances of each and every case. It is not possible to create a set of criteria
that would remove the need to exercise discretion and judgement and in every case,
achieve a consistent and fair outcome. An outline of declaring a dog dangerous and
conditions of keeping a dangerous dog are publicly available on the TCCS website:
http://www.tccs.act.gov.au/city-living/pets/dogs/dangerous-dogs/dog-attack-factsheet.
RECOMMENDATION 155
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government release and publish the
business case for the expansion of cat accommodation at Domestic Animal Services
establishments.
Government response
Noted.
The expansion of the cat accommodation is being considered as part of the larger
Domestic Animal Services program.
RECOMMENDATION 156
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government publish data in the relevant
directorates’ annual report quantifying the health of all trees, and state of irrigation, in
the Arboretum.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
Within the Venues Canberra annual report, the section on the National Arboretum
Canberra will include data on tree health and irrigation.
RECOMMENDATION 157
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government report in the relevant Annual
Report on the number of operational picnic barbecues and public toilets in each suburb
for each month.
Government response
Agreed in principle.
Annual Reports represent a through the year snapshot of an agency’s operations. TCCS
will explore how best to present information on operational picnic barbecues and public
toilets in suburbs across the Territory for its annual reporting.
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RECOMMENDATION 158
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government prepare a long term plan for
cemetery space in the ACT, including the Woden Cemetery, and that this plan be made
public.
Government response
Agreed.
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Attachment A
Government Response to Pegasus Economics’
Review of the ACT Budget 2017-18
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