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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

 

2012–2013 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

No. 9 

WEDNESDAY, 27 FEBRUARY 2013 
 
  

 1 The Assembly met at 10 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.  The Speaker (Mrs Dunne) 
took the Chair and asked Members to stand in silence and pray or reflect on their 
responsibilities to the people of the Australian Capital Territory. 

 2 GREEN, PROGRESSIVE GOVERNMENT 
Mr Hanson (Leader of the Opposition), pursuant to notice, moved—That this 
Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) that recently, Government Minister Shane Rattenbury stated he wanted 
the ACT to have the “greenest, most progressive” government in 
Australia; 

(b) in response, the Chief Minister stated that “being a green, progressive 
government is a badge that we would wear with some pride”; 

(c) that a number of ACT Government policies and plans including 
renewable energy targets, emission reduction targets, and needle and 
exchange programs in the jail, are already at the extremes of “green 
progressive” policy; 

(d) that the ACT Budget is in deficit of $575 million over the forward 
estimates; 

(e) that the ACT Budget reported an $82 million blow out in the 2012-13 
Budget Review; 

(f) that the ACT Labor Government’s costed election policies by Treasury 
total more than $1 billion over the forward estimates; and 

(g) the $1 billion of costed election policies do not include the construction 
cost of light rail or the University of Canberra Hospital; and 
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(2) calls on the: 

(a) Chief Minister to advise the Assembly if she agrees that the ACT 
Government will be the most “green” and “progressive” in Australia; and 

(b) ACT Government to outline to the Assembly the cost impacts of both the 
election promises and the push to become the most “green, progressive” 
government in Australia. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 8   NOES, 9 
Mr Coe Mr Seselja  Mr Barr Ms Gallagher 
Mr Doszpot Mr Smyth  Ms Berry Mr Gentleman 
Mrs Dunne Mr Wall  Dr Bourke Ms Porter 
Mr Hanson   Ms Burch Mr Rattenbury 
Mrs Jones   Mr Corbell  

And so it was negatived. 

 3 LANYON VALLEY—COMMUNITY FACILITIES 
Mr Seselja, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) that the people of Lanyon Valley do not have reasonable access to 
community facilities like a pool, community meeting areas, a public 
library and recreational facilities; 

(b) that the ACT Labor Government has failed to provide community 
facilities to the people of Lanyon Valley over the last 10 years; 

(c) that the people of Lanyon Valley have endured 10 years of rates 
increases, but have not been given adequate community facilities in 
return; and 

(d) that the Canberra Liberals promised at the 2012 Election to build an 
indoor pool for the residents of Lanyon Valley; and 

(2) calls on the Government to: 

(a) review the community facilities available to the residents of Lanyon 
Valley; 

(b) provide a plan for the development of facilities for the people of Lanyon 
Valley over the next four years; 

(c) build a pool in Lanyon Valley; and 

(d) report back to the Assembly on the review and plan by the last sitting day 
in May 2013. 

Ms Burch (Minister for Disability, Children and Young People) moved the following 
amendment: Omit all words after “That this Assembly”, substitute: 

“(1) notes that: 
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 (a) the Parliamentary Agreement between ACT Labor and the Greens 
commits the Government to ‘Undertake a community needs analysis of 
government services in southern Tuggeranong, including a feasibility 
study for a library in Lanyon’; 

 (b) the people of Lanyon Valley have a reasonable expectation that those they 
elect to represent them will stay the course for their term of office; and 

 (c) the planned movement of Mr Seselja to the Federal Parliament represents 
a betrayal of the trust placed in him by the voters of Lanyon Valley; and 

(2) calls on members of the Government to deliver on the commitment to a 
community needs analysis as set out in the Parliamentary Agreement, and 
continue to serve the people of Lanyon Valley for the full term of this 
Assembly.”. 

Debate continued. 

Debate interrupted in accordance with standing order 74 and the resumption of the 
debate made an order of the day for a later hour this day. 

 4 QUESTIONS 
Questions without notice were asked. 

 5 PRESS GALLERY—STATEMENT BY SPEAKER 
The Speaker made a statement concerning access to the press gallery in the Chamber. 

 6 PRESENTATION OF PAPER 
Mr Corbell (Attorney-General) presented the following paper: 

ACT Criminal Justice—Statistical Profile 2012—December quarter. 

 7 LANYON VALLEY—COMMUNITY FACILITIES 
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the motion 
of Mr Seselja (see entry 3), and on the amendment moved by Ms Burch (Minister for 
Disability, Children and Young People)— 

Debate resumed. 

Question—That the amendment be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 9   NOES, 8 
Mr Barr Ms Gallagher  Mr Coe Mr Seselja 
Ms Berry Mr Gentleman  Mr Doszpot Mr Smyth 
Dr Bourke Ms Porter  Mrs Dunne Mr Wall 
Ms Burch Mr Rattenbury  Mr Hanson  
Mr Corbell   Mrs Jones  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly: 

(1) notes that: 
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 (a) the Parliamentary Agreement between ACT Labor and the Greens 
commits the Government to ‘Undertake a community needs analysis of 
government services in southern Tuggeranong, including a feasibility 
study for a library in Lanyon’; 

 (b) the people of Lanyon Valley have a reasonable expectation that those they 
elect to represent them will stay the course for their term of office; and 

 (c) the planned movement of Mr Seselja to the Federal Parliament represents 
a betrayal of the trust placed in him by the voters of Lanyon Valley; and 

(2) calls on members of the Government to deliver on the commitment to a 
community needs analysis as set out in the Parliamentary Agreement, and 
continue to serve the people of Lanyon Valley for the full term of this 
Assembly.”— 

be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 9   NOES, 8 
Mr Barr Ms Gallagher  Mr Coe Mr Seselja 
Ms Berry Mr Gentleman  Mr Doszpot Mr Smyth 
Dr Bourke Ms Porter  Mrs Dunne Mr Wall 
Ms Burch Mr Rattenbury  Mr Hanson  
Mr Corbell   Mrs Jones  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

 8 GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 
Ms Berry, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) cities have a key role to play in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and to 
addressing the critical economic, social and environmental consequences 
of climate change; 

(b) that the ACT has established greenhouse gas emissions reduction 
targets—targets of zero net emission (carbon neutrality) by 2060 and a 
40% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from 1990 levels by 2020; 
and 

(c) the Government has established a comprehensive strategy to achieve its 
reduction targets, and is already implementing important initiatives 
including: 

(i) the Royalla 1 20mW solar power facility to be built by Fotowatio 
Renewable Ventures, the largest solar power facility to be built in 
Australia to date; and 

(ii) the Energy Efficiency Improvement Scheme which will help 
Canberrans save money while also making substantial reductions 
in greenhouse gas emissions; and 

(2) resolves that Canberra as a city must continue to implement a comprehensive 
strategy to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions. 
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Mr Smyth moved the following amendment: Omit all words after “greenhouse gas 
emissions; and” in subparagraph 1(c), substitute: 

 “(d) the under delivery of electric car charge points by Better Place and their 
subsequent pull-out from the ACT; 

 (e) the failure of the ACT Labor-Greens Government to deliver on the ‘No 
Waste By 2010’ initiative; 

 (f) the failure of the Government in managing the health of our lakes and 
waterways; 

 (g) the Government’s failure to give evidence of environmental benefits for 
its plastic bags ban; 

 (h) the breakdown in the Government’s management of the small and 
medium generator elements of its Solar Feed-In Tariff; 

 (i) the impact of the Government’s Solar Feed-In Tariff, which will add an 
extra $225 to the electricity bills of Canberra households; and 

 (j) the findings in the latest State of the Environment Report, noting that 
under the last ACT Labor-Greens Government: 

 (i) Canberra’s ecological footprint is 13% above the Australian 
average, and is second highest in the country behind Perth; 

 (ii) in their ecological footprint, Canberrans are using 14 times the 
land of the ACT to support their lifestyles, an increase of 25% in 
10 years; 

(iii) greenhouse gas emissions have increased 8% over the last five 
years; 

 (iv) waste generation has increased 28% faster than the rate of 
population growth; and 

 (v) green spaces have decreased by 9% over the last four years; and 

(2) calls on the Government to: 

 (a) provide all Canberra households with a third bin for garden waste at no 
additional cost; 

 (b) explore collaborative models to collect and process other forms of organic 
waste; and 

 (c) explore new waste management targets for the ‘No Waste’ program.”. 

Debate continued. 

Question—That the amendment be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 8   NOES, 9 
Mr Coe Mr Seselja  Mr Barr Ms Gallagher 
Mr Doszpot Mr Smyth  Ms Berry Mr Gentleman 
Mrs Dunne Mr Wall  Dr Bourke Ms Porter 
Mr Hanson   Ms Burch Mr Rattenbury 
Mrs Jones   Mr Corbell  

And so it was negatived. 
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Mr Rattenbury, by leave, moved the following amendment: After subparagraph (1)(c), 
insert: 

“(d) that the Labor-Greens Parliamentary Agreement outlines a comprehensive 
range of measures that will assist in the delivery of the ACT’s 40% 
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from 1990 levels by 2020 
including: 

 (i) implementing a renewable energy target of 90% by 2020; 

 (ii) providing a 20 year guaranteed payment for households and 
businesses installing solar PV systems up to 200kW; and 

(iii) revising the Territory Plan so that it is consistent with the 40% 
greenhouse reduction target; and”. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Debate continued. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) cities have a key role to play in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and to 
addressing the critical economic, social and environmental consequences 
of climate change; 

(b) that the ACT has established greenhouse gas emissions reduction 
targets—targets of zero net emission (carbon neutrality) by 2060 and a 
40% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from 1990 levels by 2020; 

(c) the Government has established a comprehensive strategy to achieve its 
reduction targets, and is already implementing important initiatives 
including: 

(i) the Royalla 1 20mW solar power facility to be built by Fotowatio 
Renewable Ventures, the largest solar power facility to be built in 
Australia to date; and 

(ii) the Energy Efficiency Improvement Scheme which will help 
Canberrans save money while also making substantial reductions 
in greenhouse gas emissions; and 

(d) that the Labor-Greens Parliamentary Agreement outlines a comprehensive 
range of measures that will assist in the delivery of the ACT’s 40% 
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from 1990 levels by 2020 
including: 

(i) implementing a renewable energy target of 90% by 2020; 

(ii) providing a 20 year guaranteed payment for households and 
businesses installing solar PV systems up to 200kW; and 

(iii) revising the Territory Plan so that it is consistent with the 40% 
greenhouse reduction target; and 

(2) resolves that Canberra as a city must continue to implement a comprehensive 
strategy to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions.”— 

be agreed to—put. 
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The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 9   NOES, 8 
Mr Barr Ms Gallagher  Mr Coe Mr Seselja 
Ms Berry Mr Gentleman  Mr Doszpot Mr Smyth 
Dr Bourke Ms Porter  Mrs Dunne Mr Wall 
Ms Burch Mr Rattenbury  Mr Hanson  
Mr Corbell   Mrs Jones  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

 9 BUDGET EXPENDITURE 
Mr Smyth, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) that in the 2012-2013 Budget tabled on 5 June 2012, the Government had 
predicted a deficit of $318.3 million; 

(b) that in the Budget Review tabled on Thursday, 14 February 2013, the 
Government predicted that the deficit for 2012-2013 would deteriorate to 
$362.9 million; 

(c) that for the financial years 2013-14 and 2014-15 the deficit is predicted to 
increase by $60.4 million to $241.9 million over the two years; and 

(d) that the surplus predicted for 2015-16 has deteriorated from $45.6 million 
in the Pre-election Budget Update to $29.3 million in the mid-year 
Budget Review, less than 1% of the total budget; and 

(2) calls on the Government to: 

(a) provide detail on how it will deliver the following expenditure restraint 
measures, which were promoted in the Treasurer’s press release on 
14 February 2013: 

(i) driving savings and efficiencies in the use of consultants, 
advertising, travel and printing; 

(ii) delaying projects; 

(iii) continuing to review the capital program; and 

(iv) further driving efficiency in the ACT Public Service; and 

(b) detail the impact of these measures on the community. 

Mr Barr (Treasurer) moved the following amendment: Omit all words after “That this 
Assembly”, substitute: 

“(1) notes that: 

 (a) in the 2012-2013 Budget tabled on 5 June 2012, the Government had an 
estimated net operating deficit of $318.3 million for the 2012-2013 fiscal 
year; 

 (b) in the Pre-Election Budget Update, the net operating deficit was revised 
to $381.1 million for the 2012-2013 fiscal year to primarily reflect 
increased superannuation expenses due to an accounting adjustment to the 
discount rate for long-term liabilities; 



104 No. 9—27 February 2013 

 (c) in the Budget Review tabled on Thursday, 14 February 2013, the 
Pre-Election Budget Update net operating deficit estimate was revised to 
$362.9 million in the 2012-2013 fiscal year; 

 (d) the 2013-2014 Budget will seek to: 

 (i) drive savings and efficiencies in the use of consultants, 
advertising, travel and printing; 

 (ii) delay some projects; 

(iii) continue to review the capital program; and 

 (iv) further drive efficiency in the ACT Public Service; 

  these measures will be outlined in detail in the 2013-2014 Budget; and 

 (e) the Budget is on path to deliver a net operating surplus by 2015-2016; and 

(2) calls on the Government to: 

 (a) manage the budget in a measured and responsible way to ensure the 
Territory can fund significant and necessary infrastructure projects; and 

 (b) ensure the budget position is sustainable for the long-term to continue 
delivering on key initiatives, including: 

 (i) high quality disability services through the NDIS; 

 (ii) high quality education through the Gonski reforms; 

(iii) priority infrastructure projects such as light rail; 

 (iv) a new Northside hospital; and 

 (v) other key initiatives outlined in the Parliamentary Agreement.”. 

Debate continued. 

Question—That the amendment be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 9   NOES, 8 
Mr Barr Ms Gallagher  Mr Coe Mr Seselja 
Ms Berry Mr Gentleman  Mr Doszpot Mr Smyth 
Dr Bourke Ms Porter  Mrs Dunne Mr Wall 
Ms Burch Mr Rattenbury  Mr Hanson  
Mr Corbell   Mrs Jones  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly: 

(1) notes that: 

 (a) in the 2012-2013 Budget tabled on 5 June 2012, the Government had an 
estimated net operating deficit of $318.3 million for the 2012-2013 fiscal 
year; 

 (b) in the Pre-Election Budget Update, the net operating deficit was revised 
to $381.1 million for the 2012-2013 fiscal year to primarily reflect 
increased superannuation expenses due to an accounting adjustment to the 
discount rate for long-term liabilities; 
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 (c) in the Budget Review tabled on Thursday, 14 February 2013, the 
Pre-Election Budget Update net operating deficit estimate was revised to 
$362.9 million in the 2012-2013 fiscal year; 

 (d) the 2013-2014 Budget will seek to: 

 (i) drive savings and efficiencies in the use of consultants, 
advertising, travel and printing; 

 (ii) delay some projects; 

(iii) continue to review the capital program; and 

 (iv) further drive efficiency in the ACT Public Service; 

  these measures will be outlined in detail in the 2013-2014 Budget; and 

 (e) the Budget is on path to deliver a net operating surplus by 2015-2016; and 

(2) calls on the Government to: 

 (a) manage the budget in a measured and responsible way to ensure the 
Territory can fund significant and necessary infrastructure projects; and 

 (b) ensure the budget position is sustainable for the long-term to continue 
delivering on key initiatives, including: 

 (i) high quality disability services through the NDIS; 

 (ii) high quality education through the Gonski reforms; 

(iii) priority infrastructure projects such as light rail; 

 (iv) a new Northside hospital; and 

 (v) other key initiatives outlined in the Parliamentary Agreement.”— 

be agreed to—put and passed. 

 10 ADJOURNMENT NEGATIVED 
It being past 6 p.m.—The question was proposed—That the Assembly do now 
adjourn. 

Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business) requiring the question to be put 
forthwith without debate— 

Question—put and negatived. 

 11 SPORT AND RECREATION FACILITIES 
Mr Doszpot, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) that in the last election campaign the Canberra Liberals highlighted the 
burden that sporting clubs and Canberra families face in meeting the cost 
of ground hire fees, particularly for junior sports; 

(b) that as a response to those concerns, the Canberra Liberals announced a 
sportsground fee policy that proposed a reduction of 50% in hire charges 
for junior sports; 
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(c) that at the time the Minister for Tourism, Sport and Recreation dismissed 
this idea, suggesting that fees were of little consequence to sports clubs or 
to Canberrans in general;  

(d) that following the election, the Government increased the cost of hire for 
sportsgrounds for 2013 by over 50%; and 

(e) that these increases are only being notified to clubs as they are invoiced, 
because the 2012 fees remain listed as current on the ACT Government 
website; and 

(2) calls on the Government to: 

(a) support the Liberal Party policy that reduces fees by 50% of 2012 levels 
and one that provides opportunities for all Canberra families to participate 
fully in local sports; 

(b) table in the Assembly all information on who uses the grounds, frequency 
of use, revenue raised per venue, per sport and the modelling on which 
these proposed increases were calculated; and 

(c) as an immediate interim measure, revert to the published 2012 
sportsground charges until clubs can be properly advised as to what its 
intentions are for future increases. 

Mr Barr (Minister for Sport and Recreation) moved the following amendment: Omit 
all words after “notes that” in paragraph (1), substitute: 

 “(a) the ACT leads the nation in participation in sport and recreation, with 
80.3% of Canberrans participating in physical activity, well above the 
national average of 65%; 

 (b) sportsground hire fees are only a fraction of the cost of maintaining sports 
facilities and all revenue raised from these fees goes directly back into 
improving the quality of these facilities; 

 (c) the Government has invested in improving sport and recreation facilities 
such as: 

 (i) the restoration of Ngunnawal, Charnwood and Isabella Plains 
sportsgrounds.  Work has begun on Bonython neighbourhood oval 
with works scheduled at Weetangera and Watson ovals; 

 (ii) significant upgrades to the Kippax enclosed oval; 

(iii) construction of an enclosed oval and leisure centre in Gungahlin; 
and 

 (iv) $2 million in the 2012-2013 Budget to improve amenities such as 
pavilions, canteens, toilet blocks and lighting systems; and 

 (d) improving the quality of playing surfaces is a priority of the ACT 
Government and is being supported through: 

 (i) replacement of the irrigation system at Dickson playing fields, 
with the Kambah and Hawker systems also to be replaced; 

 (ii) replacement of grass surfaces with water efficient couch grass; and 

(iii) a commitment to hire three extra maintenance and repair officers 
for Sport and Recreation Services to undertake improvements to 
the quality of sports facilities; and 
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(2) calls on the Government to: 

 (a) continue its commitment to delivering higher quality sports and recreation 
facilities in the ACT; 

 (b) continue to progressively reduce the cost of insurance by abolishing 
duties charged through the 2012-2013 tax reform initiatives; and 

 (c) investigate whether casual public liability insurance could be accessed by 
some sport and recreation groups.”. 

Debate continued. 

Question—That the amendment be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 9   NOES, 8 
Mr Barr Ms Gallagher  Mr Coe Mr Seselja 
Ms Berry Mr Gentleman  Mr Doszpot Mr Smyth 
Dr Bourke Ms Porter  Mrs Dunne Mr Wall 
Ms Burch Mr Rattenbury  Mr Hanson  
Mr Corbell   Mrs Jones  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly: 

(1) notes that: 

 (a) the ACT leads the nation in participation in sport and recreation, with 
80.3% of Canberrans participating in physical activity, well above the 
national average of 65%; 

 (b) sportsground hire fees are only a fraction of the cost of maintaining sports 
facilities and all revenue raised from these fees goes directly back into 
improving the quality of these facilities; 

 (b) the Government has invested in improving sport and recreation facilities 
such as: 

 (i) the restoration of Ngunnawal, Charnwood and Isabella Plains 
sportsgrounds.  Work has begun on Bonython neighbourhood oval 
with works scheduled at Weetangera and Watson ovals; 

 (ii) significant upgrades to the Kippax enclosed oval; 

(iii) construction of an enclosed oval and leisure centre in Gungahlin; 
and 

 (iv) $2 million in the 2012-2013 Budget to improve amenities such as 
pavilions, canteens, toilet blocks and lighting systems; and 

 (c) improving the quality of playing surfaces is a priority of the ACT 
Government and is being supported through: 

 (i) replacement of the irrigation system at Dickson playing fields, 
with the Kambah and Hawker systems also to be replaced; 

 (ii) replacement of grass surfaces with water efficient couch grass; and 
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(iii) a commitment to hire three extra maintenance and repair officers 
for Sport and Recreation Services to undertake improvements to 
the quality of sports facilities; and 

(2) calls on the Government to: 

 (a) continue its commitment to delivering higher quality sports and recreation 
facilities in the ACT; 

 (b) continue to progressively reduce the cost of insurance by abolishing 
duties charged through the 2012-2013 tax reform initiatives; and 

 (c) investigate whether casual public liability insurance could be accessed by 
some sport and recreation groups.”— 

be agreed to—put and passed. 

 12 ADJOURNMENT 
Mr Barr (Deputy Chief Minister) moved—That the Assembly do now adjourn. 

Debate ensued.  

Question—put and passed. 

And then the Assembly, at 7.10 p.m., adjourned until tomorrow at 10 a.m. 
 

MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting. 

 

Tom Duncan 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 

 
 


