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Dear Ms Jaireth

RE: FINAL RECOMMENDED VARIATION NO. 238 — SECTION 27 BARTON

1 refer to the invitation to make a submission to the Smnding Committee on Planning and
Hnvironment Inquiry about the Final Recommended Variation No 238 for Scction 27
Barton, the former Macquaric Hotel site. The Bmassey Flotel would like to make the
following comments on the Varaton and in support of the proposed development.

| understand the proposed project is a mixed use development thar will include office space,
vigitor accommodation, housing, rerail and personal aervices and child care as well as open
space and a now road connecting Sydney Avenuc and Bourke Street.

Currently Barton does not have a precinct for food and beverages although there is a
diversity of land uses genemlly concentrated in single use precincts. “T'he proposed mixed
use development on Section 27, which is located at the intemection of the various precincts,
will complement the facilities at the Brassey Horel and help to create a food and beverage
precinct as against a single restaurant at the Bragsey and at the Press Club, This proposal
should be strongly supported by ACTPLA and the Legislarive Agsembly.

This proposal will have a number of diménsions, It will not only help create a food and
beverage hub and an accommodaton precinct, but will offer retuil and personal services not
currently available in the area.

Whilst both the Brassey Hotel and the Press Club offer food and beverages, the activities
proposed on Section 27, together with these existing outlets, will create a critical mass of
activity and an identifiable food and beverage precinet within Barton. ‘This will make the
precinct more atteactive for the local workforce, residents and visitors, than is achieved by
one or two individual oudets.

Similarly the development of additional bur different accommodation optiong from those
offered at the Brassey Hotel will contribute towards the development of an accommodation
precinet by increasing accommodation choice in the area.
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These aspects of the proposed development strengthen and diversify Barton’s role in Cenreal
Canberra and contribute to a more interesting suburb.

We consider thar a mixed use proposal in thig location is highly desivable and will be of
significant benefit to both Barton and inner Canberra. We support the proposal and
encourage the Committee to ensure that the Territory Plan Variation ensures thar this mixed
use development contributes to a vital accommodation and food and beverage precinct.

There will be yome adverse parking implications for the Brassey, but these will be addressed
in a submission to go 1o ACTPLA for additional parking for the Brassey thar we can provide
in Belmore Gardens on ACT Government land, which is cleacly within the design precincr
of the Brassey ITotel.

To remain competitive, we also intend to lodge plans for an extension of the Restaurant/Bar
area within our property and to lodge plans to udd 10 to 12 rooms to our southern wing
within our property.

Given the number of jobs now locared in Barton, and the age and social serucrure of the
residents, the development of a precinct based on accommodation, food and beverages and
sorne related rerail ses, as proposed in Variation 238, is to be endorsed. Residents, workers
and hotel and serviced aparrment guests, will have facilities within walking distance and these
faciliries should interact with and reinforce cach other.

Our one area of strong disappointment is that the restaurant and retail faciliies do not
interact directly with the Brassey. In insisting on houses directly opposite the Brassey Ilotel,
the plan may be creating future apponents to our proposed extensions to our dining room,
accommodation and car park. Tn keeping with exisung uses of both the Macquarie IHotel
and the Brassey, it is clearly more appropriate that the interface with the Brassey on
Macquarie Strect should be either accommodation, food and beverage, retail or commercial
rather than residential. Residences located opposite our bar and dining room and conference
wing, have the potential to impact on the ongoing commercial viahility of the Brassey and on
our proposed extensions on Macquarie Street.

We would appreciate an appointment to discuss this last issuc with you.

Yours sincerely

— Oy S
Mark Sproat /K

General Manager ,-""‘/
The Brassey of Canberyd
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