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 1 The Assembly met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.  The Speaker (Mr Berry) 
took the Chair and asked Members to stand in silence and pray or reflect on their 
responsibilities to the people of the Australian Capital Territory. 

 2 SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT PLAN AND ACTION BUSES 
Ms Porter, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) recognises the demonstrated commitment of the ACT Government to the 
Sustainable Transport Plan; 

(2) acknowledges the continuing growth in adult patronage, resulting from 
initiatives developed and implemented by the ACT Government; and 

(3) congratulates drivers and employees of ACTION buses for their commitment to 
the provision of efficient and sustainable transport in the ACT. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put and passed. 

 3 MULTICULTURALISM IN THE A.C.T. 

Dr Foskey, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) affirms its belief in a society which is built on respect for human rights, and 
which places a high value on its cultural diversity; 

(2) notes that: 

(a) there are now two different community councils representing Canberra’s 
ethnic community groups; and 

(b) the ACT Government’s own Ministerial Advisory Council on 
Multicultural Affairs has been disbanded; 
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(3) recognises the ACT Government’s avowed commitment to: 

(a) promoting cultural diversity through its ongoing implementation of the 
framework for a multicultural ACT; and 

(b) building a strong cohesive relationship with all Canberrans through 
effective community engagement; and 

(4) calls on the ACT Government to: 

(a) develop a coherent ongoing strategy to engage Canberra’s diverse ethnic 
and cultural communities; 

(b) ensure women and young people are separately consulted, recognising 
their views will make the strategy more inclusive; and 

(c) present that strategy to the Assembly by the last sitting day in June 2006. 

Mr Hargreaves (Minister for Disability, Housing and Community Services), by leave, 
moved the following amendments together: 

(1) paragraph 2(a), omit all words after “Canberra’s ethnic community groups;”; 

(2) paragraph 2(b), omit all words after “has been”, substitute “replaced by an 
ongoing series of Ministerial multicultural forums;”; 

(3) insert new paragraphs 2(c) and (d): 

“(c) the Theo Notaras Multicultural Centre was opened on 8 December 2005; 
and 

(d) the 2006 National Multicultural Festival has broken attendance and 
participation records;”; 

(4) insert new paragraph 3(c): 

“(c) involving the community in the development of a new multicultural 
strategy to be handed down by mid-2006.”; and 

(5) omit paragraph (4). 

Debate continued. 

Question—That Mr Hargreaves’ amendments be agreed to—put and passed. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly: 

(1) affirms its belief in a society which is built on respect for human rights, and 
which places a high value on its cultural diversity; 

(2) notes that: 

(a) there are now two different community councils representing Canberra’s 
ethnic community groups; 

(b) the ACT Government’s own Ministerial Advisory Council on 
Multicultural Affairs has been replaced by an ongoing series of 
Ministerial multicultural forums; 

(c) the Theo Notaras Multicultural Centre was opened on 8 December 2005; 
and 

(d) the 2006 National Multicultural Festival has broken attendance and 
participation records; and 
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(3) recognises the ACT Government’s avowed commitment to: 

(a) promoting cultural diversity through its ongoing implementation of the 
framework for a multicultural ACT; 

(b) building a strong cohesive relationship with all Canberrans through 
effective community engagement; and 

(c) involving the community in the development of a new multicultural 
strategy to be handed down by mid-2006.”— 

be agreed to—put and passed. 

 4 POSTPONEMENT OF NOTICES 
Mrs Burke, by leave, moved—That notices Nos. 3 and 4, Private Members’ business, 
relating to the bushfire threat to the urban edge and the contribution of Koomarri to 
the ACT, be postponed until a later hour this day. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put and passed. 

 5 BELCONNEN TO CIVIC BUSWAY 
Mr Seselja, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes the recent comments of both the Chief Minister and the Treasurer which 
cast doubt over the future of the Belconnen to Civic busway; 

(2) expresses its concern at the expenditure of millions of dollars on planning work 
for the Belconnen to Civic busway which has included entering into a contract 
for marketing of the busway; and 

(3) calls on the Government to: 

(a) inform the community of whether or not the busway will go ahead, and if 
so, the proposed timeframe for the project; and 

(b) abandon the busway project. 

Debate interrupted in accordance with standing order 74 and the resumption of the 
debate made an order of the day for a later hour this day. 

 6 QUESTIONS 
Questions without notice were asked. 

 7 BELCONNEN TO CIVIC BUSWAY 
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the motion 
of Mr Seselja (see entry 5 above)— 

Debate resumed. 

Mr Corbell (Minister for Planning) moved the following amendment: omit all words 
after “That this Assembly”, substitute: 

“noting the ACT Government’s commitment to tackle Greenhouse gas emissions by 
increasing the number of journeys to work by public transport, walking and cycling: 

(1) endorses the targets set out in the Sustainable Transport Plan to increase the 
number of journeys to work by public transport to 9% by 2011 and 16% by 2026; 
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(2) notes that the Sustainable Transport Plan concludes and recommends that a 
dedicated corridor system (such as a bus or transit way) with public transport 
services operating on a fully or partly dedicated right of way is justified for 
Canberra; 

(3) endorses the Government’s decision to undertake forward planning and design 
work to further investigate and plan for dedicated transit corridors between the 
City and Belconnen and the City and Gungahlin; and 

(4) notes that any future funding for the development and construction of these 
corridors will be considered by the ACT Government in the budget context.”. 

Debate continued. 

Question—That Mr Corbell’s amendment be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 8   NOES, 7 
Mr Berry Ms MacDonald  Mrs Burke Mr Pratt 
Mr Corbell Ms Porter  Mrs Dunne Mr Seselja 
Mr Gentleman Mr Quinlan  Dr Foskey Mr Stefaniak 
Mr Hargreaves Mr Stanhope  Mr Mulcahy  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Debate continued. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly, noting the ACT Government’s commitment to tackle 
Greenhouse gas emissions by increasing the number of journeys to work by public 
transport, walking and cycling: 

(1) endorses the targets set out in the Sustainable Transport Plan to increase the 
number of journeys to work by public transport to 9% by 2011 and 16% by 
2026; 

(2) notes that the Sustainable Transport Plan concludes and recommends that a 
dedicated corridor system (such as a bus or transit way) with public transport 
services operating on a fully or partly dedicated right of way is justified for 
Canberra; 

(3) endorses the Government’s decision to undertake forward planning and design 
work to further investigate and plan for dedicated transit corridors between the 
City and Belconnen and the City and Gungahlin; and 

(4) notes that any future funding for the development and construction of these 
corridors will be considered by the ACT Government in the budget context.”— 

be agreed to—put and passed. 

 8 KOOMARRI—CONTRIBUTION TO THE A.C.T. 
Ms MacDonald, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly acknowledges: 

(1) the valuable service Koomarri has provided to thousands of Canberrans and 
their families since its initial establishment in 1952; 

(2) that through its various programs and initiatives such as Pathways and the 
Community Access Program, Koomarri has ensured people with a disability 
lead full and abundant lives; and 
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(3) that despite the adversity the association has faced recently in regards to its new 
building, Koomarri has continued to provide invaluable support to its clients. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put and passed. 

 9 BUSHFIRE THREAT—URBAN EDGE 
Mr Pratt, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly, in light of the Yarralumla 
Brickworks grass fire of December 2005 and the state of the grass bushfire fuel threat that 
exists along the urban edge and in Canberra nature parks adjacent to the urban edge: 

(1) notes: 

(a) and congratulates the Emergency Services and Police in their quick 
response and good work to save further property from loss during the 
Yarralumla bushfire; and 

(b) the Government’s preparations against bushfire threat but notes those 
preparations are still far from adequate leaving many suburbs at increased 
vulnerability to bushfire threat; and 

(2) calls on the Government to take immediate action to: 

(a) rectify the existing neglected areas and ensure the firebreak along the 
residential edge in all suburbs with vulnerable bushfire approaches is a 
minimum of 40 metres wide, including vulnerable inner suburbs; 

(b) ensure that additional firebreaks are prepared in ACT Canberra nature 
parks in areas close to the urban edge on vulnerable bushfire approaches; 
and 

(c) strengthen the Strategic Bushfire Management Plan and prepare bushfire 
operational plans for each vulnerable suburb, village and urban asset. 

Papers: Mr Pratt, by leave, presented the following papers: 

Long grass in Canberra region—Photographs (3). 

Mr Hargreaves (Minister for Urban Services), by leave, moved the following 
amendments together: 

(1) paragraph 1(b), omit all words after “the Government’s preparations against 
bushfire threat”, substitute “have left us better prepared for bushfires than we 
have ever been; and”; 

(2) insert new paragraph 1(c): 

“(c) that the Stanhope Government has invested an additional $130.775m 
over five years in emergency services since the January 2003 bushfires;”; 
and 

(3) omit paragraph (2). 

Papers: Mr Hargreaves, by leave, presented the following papers: 

Long grass in Canberra region— 

Extract from Canberra Liberals webpage—News, 15 February 2006. 

Letter from Mr Pratt to residents in bushfire vulnerable suburbs. 
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Mr Hargreaves addressing the Assembly— 

Debate interrupted in accordance with standing order 34 and the resumption of the 
debate made an order of the day for the next sitting. 

 10 ADJOURNMENT 
It being 6 p.m.—The question was proposed—That the Assembly do now adjourn. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put and passed. 

And then the Assembly, at 6.26 p.m., adjourned until tomorrow at 10.30 a.m. 

MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting. 

Tom Duncan 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 

 


