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 1 The Assembly met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.  The Speaker (Mr Berry) 
took the Chair and asked Members to stand in silence and pray or reflect on their 
responsibilities to the people of the Australian Capital Territory. 

 2 PETITIONS 

The Clerk announced that the following Members had lodged petitions for 
presentation: 

Mr Pratt, from 40 residents, requesting that the Assembly ensure the Tharwa 
community be given assurances that the existing bridge be restored for light traffic 
immediately. 

Mr Pratt, from 167 residents, requesting that the Assembly act to ensure that a formal 
request is made to the Commonwealth Government for assistance in the installation of 
a temporary low level crossing at Tharwa. 

Mr Pratt, from 42 residents, requesting that the Assembly act to ensure that adequate 
safety and security measures are put in place at the City, Woden, Tuggeranong and 
Belconnen bus interchanges, and all ACTION buses as a matter of urgency. 

 3 SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS—CONSIDERATION OF 
EXECUTIVE BUSINESS 

Mr Stanhope (Chief Minister) moved—That so much of the standing orders be 
suspended as would prevent notice No. 3, Executive business, relating to the 
reaffirmation of the Assembly’s apology to Indigenous Australians, being called on 
forthwith. 

Question—put and passed, with the concurrence of an absolute majority. 
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 4 INDIGENOUS AUSTRALIANS—REAFFIRMATION OF APOLOGY 

Mr Stanhope (Chief Minister) moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) reaffirms its apology made in this place on 17 June 1997 to the Ngunnawal 
people and other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in the ACT for 
the hurt and distress inflicted upon any people as a result of the separation of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children from their families; 

(2) once again assures the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples of this 
Territory that the Assembly regards the past practices of forced separation as 
abhorrent and expresses our sincere determination that they will not happen in 
the ACT; 

(3) reaffirms its commitment to a just and proper outcome for the grievances of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people adversely affected by those 
policies; 

(4) further, notes the historical significance of the Rudd Labor Government which 
yesterday moved a formal apology in the Parliament of Australia which marks 
the beginning of true reconciliation with the Indigenous population of 
Australia, and a significant point in the process of healing for those Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples who were victims of those policies; and 

(5) commends the Prime Minister for his leadership on this matter. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put and passed. 

 5 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 
2008 

Mr Barr (Minister for Planning), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to 
amend the law relating to planning and development, and for related purposes. 

Papers: Mr Barr presented the following papers: 

Explanatory statement to the Bill. 

Human Rights Act, pursuant to section 37—Compatibility statement. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Mr Barr moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Seselja—Leader of the Opposition) and the resumption of the 
debate made an order of the day for the next sitting. 

 6 STANDARD TIME AND SUMMER TIME AMENDMENT BILL 2008 

Mr Barr (Minister for Industrial Relations), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an 
Act to amend the Standard Time and Summer Time Act 1972. 

Papers: Mr Barr presented the following papers: 

Explanatory statement to the Bill. 

Human Rights Act, pursuant to section 37—Compatibility statement. 

Title read by Clerk. 



 No. 129—14 February 2008 1365 

Mr Barr moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Stefaniak) and the resumption of the debate made an order of 
the day for the next sitting. 

 7 QUESTIONS 

Questions without notice being asked— 

 
Member named and suspended: The Speaker named Mr Smyth for persistently and 
wilfully disregarding the authority of the Chair. 

Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business), pursuant to standing order 203, 
moved—That Mr Smyth be suspended from the service of the Assembly. 

Question—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 10   NOES, 7 
Mr Barr Mr Hargreaves  Mrs Burke Mr Smyth 
Mr Berry Ms MacDonald  Mrs Dunne Mr Stefaniak 
Mr Corbell Mr Mulcahy  Dr Foskey  
Ms Gallagher Ms Porter  Mr Pratt  
Mr Gentleman Mr Stanhope  Mr Seselja  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Mr Smyth was therefore suspended at 3.08 p.m. for 3 sitting hours in accordance with 
standing order 204, and he accordingly withdrew from the Chamber. 

 

Questions continued. 

Paper: Mrs Dunne, by leave, presented the following paper: 

School closures—25 jobs to go and schools to close: Libs costings tell the story—
Copy of media statement by Ms Gallagher, 13 October 2004. 

Questions continued. 

 8 PRESENTATION OF PAPER 

Mr Stanhope (Chief Minister) presented the following paper: 

Ministerial travel report—1 January to 31 December 2007. 

 9 BUDGET 2007-2008—MID-YEAR REVIEW—PAPER AND STATEMENT BY 
MINISTER 

Mr Stanhope (Treasurer) presented the following paper: 

Budget 2007-2008—Mid-year review— 

and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the paper. 
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 10 FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT ACT—INSTRUMENTS—PAPERS AND 
STATEMENT BY MINISTER 

Mr Stanhope (Treasurer) presented the following papers: 

Financial Management Act, pursuant to section 16B—Instruments, including 
statements of reasons, authorising the rollover of undispersed appropriation— 

ACT Planning and Land Authority, dated 4 February 2008. 

Department of Territory and Municipal Services, dated 5 February 2008— 

and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the papers. 

 11 FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT ACT—CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL 
REPORT—PAPER AND STATEMENT BY MINISTER 

Mr Stanhope (Treasurer) presented the following paper: 

Financial Management Act, pursuant to section 26—Consolidated Financial Report 
for the financial quarter and year-to-date ending 31 December 2007— 

and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the paper. 

 12 PRESENTATION OF PAPERS 

Mr Corbell (Attorney-General) presented the following papers: 

Australian Crime Commission (ACT) Act, pursuant to subsection 51(5)—Australian 
Crime Commission—Annual Report 2006-07, dated 5 December 2007. 

Education, Training and Young People—Standing Committee—Report 5—Inquiry 
into the Eligible Voting Age—Revised Government response, dated December 2007. 

 13 OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY ACT AND DANGEROUS 
SUBSTANCES ACT—REPORTS ON REVIEW OF ACTS—PAPERS AND 
STATEMENT BY MINISTER 

Mr Barr (Minister for Industrial Relations) presented the following papers: 

Occupational Health and Safety Act, pursuant to subsection 230(3)—Review of Act—
Report, dated February 2008. 

Dangerous Substances Act, pursuant to subsection 224(2)—Review of Act—Report, 
dated February 2008, including a copy of the Discussion Paper:  Review of the 
Dangerous Substances Act 2004 (including fireworks), Australian Federal Police 
Statistical Tables and Research on the ACT’s Consumer Fireworks Regime— 

and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the papers. 

 14 JUSTICE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 
2007 (NO. 2)—REVISED EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

Mr Corbell (Attorney-General) presented the following paper: 

Justice and Community Safety Legislation Amendment Bill 2007 (No. 2)—Revised 
explanatory statement. 
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 15 MATTER OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE—DISCUSSION—COMMUNITY 
SAFETY 

The Assembly was informed that Mrs Burke, Mrs Dunne, Dr Foskey, Mr Gentleman, 
Ms MacDonald, Mr Mulcahy, Ms Porter, Mr Pratt, Mr Seselja (Leader of the 
Opposition), Mr Smyth and Mr Stefaniak had proposed that matters of public 
importance be submitted to the Assembly for discussion.  In accordance with the 
provisions of standing order 79, the Speaker had determined that the matter proposed 
by Mr Pratt be submitted to the Assembly, namely, “Community safety in Canberra.”. 

Discussion ensued. 

Paper: Mr Pratt, by leave, presented the following papers: 

Civic—Public toilet—Copies of photographs (4). 

Discussion continued. 

Discussion concluded. 

 16 PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT—STANDING COMMITTEE—
PROPOSED REFERENCE—THARWA BRIDGE 

Mr Pratt, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) that 31 months has passed since the first of only two community meetings 
with the Tharwa community to discuss the future of the Tharwa Bridge; 

(b) that the Heritage Council recommended that the Tharwa Bridge be 
restored and retained; 

(c) the negative social and financial impact on the Tharwa community and 
district since the closure of the Tharwa Bridge in September 2006; 

(d) the Minister’s failure to consult on all options and instead his 
determination at both community meetings in May 2005 and 
October 2006 to replace the old bridge with a new concrete bridge; 

(e) the ACT Government’s failure to identify and take note of the 
engineering and financial evidence which existed showing that the 
Tharwa Bridge was not beyond economic repair and was capable of being 
restored relatively quickly; 

(f) the time and money wasted on the tender process and preliminary works 
for the proposed new concrete bridge at Tharwa; 

(g) the Chief Minister’s intervention as a result of community sentiment and 
inaction by and incompetence of Minister Hargreaves; and 

(h) the decision to restore Tharwa Bridge is welcome recognition of the 
importance of a valuable heritage icon of the ACT; 

(2) calls on the ACT Government to apologise to the: 

(a) Tharwa community for the: 

(i) social and financial impact on the Tharwa village and surrounding 
district; and 

(ii) extended time it took to resolve the issue; and 
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(b) ACT community for placing a heritage icon at risk; 

(3) refers to the Standing Committee on Planning and Environment for inquiry and 
report all circumstances surrounding the original decision to close the existing 
Tharwa Bridge, the original decision to restore the existing Tharwa Bridge and 
the consequent decision to build a new bridge at Tharwa and subsequent 
reversal of that decision, including but not limited to: 

(a) the process that occurred that brought the ACT Government to the 
decision to build a new concrete bridge at Tharwa; 

(b) the engineering and financial advice that has been provided to the ACT 
Government to date, regarding the viability of the restoration of the 
bridge at Tharwa; 

(c) the business case that was developed, including the engineering and 
financial advice, for consideration by the ACT Government regarding the 
viability of the restoration of the bridge at Tharwa; 

(d) the environmental impact studies undertaken and any other advice 
received regarding the construction of a new bridge with respect to the 
river, the surrounding landscape and the Tharwa village; 

(e) the social and financial impact on the Tharwa village and surrounding 
district; 

(f) the consequences of not restoring an asset listed on the heritage register; 
and 

(g) the social and financial impact on the residents of Tharwa and 
surrounding districts; and 

(4) that the Committee report on this matter by the last sitting day of April 2008. 

Debate ensued. 

Mr Seselja addressing the Assembly— 
__________________ 

It being 45 minutes after the commencement of Assembly business— 

Ordered—That the time allotted to Assembly business be extended by 30 minutes. 

__________________ 

Debate continued. 

Question—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 3   NOES, 9 
Mrs Burke   Mr Barr Mr Hargreaves 
Mr Pratt   Mr Berry Ms MacDonald 
Mr Seselja   Dr Foskey Mr Mulcahy 
   Ms Gallagher Ms Porter 
   Mr Gentleman  

And so it was negatived. 
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 17 ADJOURNMENT 

It being 6 p.m.—The question was proposed—That the Assembly do now adjourn. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put and passed. 

And then the Assembly, at 6.28 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday, 4 March 2008 at 
10.30 a.m. 

 
  

MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting. 
 

  

Tom Duncan 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 

 

 


