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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

 

2004–2005–2006–2007–2008 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

No. 137 

WEDNESDAY, 9 APRIL 2008 
 

 

 1 The Assembly met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.  A quorum of Members 
not being present, the Speaker (Mr Berry) ordered the bells to be rung.  A quorum 
having been formed, the Speaker took the Chair and asked Members to stand in 
silence and pray or reflect on their responsibilities to the people of the Australian 
Capital Territory. 

 2 ELECTRICITY FEED-IN (RENEWABLE ENERGY PREMIUM) BILL 2008 
Mr Gentleman, pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act about the supply of 
electricity from solar and other renewable energy sources to electricity distributors, 
and for other purposes. 

Paper: Mr Gentleman presented an explanatory statement to the Bill. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Mr Gentleman moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Dr Foskey) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the 
day for the next sitting. 

 3 ROAD TRANSPORT (ALCOHOL AND DRUGS) (RANDOM DRUG 
TESTING) AMENDMENT BILL 2008 

Mr Pratt, pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend the Road Transport 
(Alcohol and Drugs) Act 1977. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Mr Pratt moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Corbell—Attorney-General) and the resumption of the debate 
made an order of the day for the next sitting. 
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 4 PROTECTION OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION BILL 2008 
Dr Foskey, pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to protect and encourage 
participation in public debate and matters of public interest, and discourage people 
and corporations from bringing or maintaining legal proceedings that interfere with 
another person’s right to engage in public participation. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Dr Foskey moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Paper: Dr Foskey, by leave, presented the following paper: 

Public participation law reform—Public interest lawyers’ statement in support, dated 
10 April 2006. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Corbell—Attorney-General) and the resumption of the debate 
made an order of the day for the next sitting. 

Paper:  Mr Corbell, making a personal explanation under standing order 46, presented 
the following paper: 

Court Procedures (Protection of Public Participation) Amendment Bill 2005—
Government response to report of the Standing Committee on Legal Affairs—Copy of 
letter to Dr Foskey from Mr Corbell, dated 8 April 2008. 

 5 YOUTH WEEK 
Ms Porter, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) that Youth Week is being celebrated in the ACT and nationally from 
5 to 13 April 2008, with the theme “Shout.Share.Live.Unite”; 

(b) that Youth Week was launched by the Youth InterACT Conference on 
4 April, a conference organised by young people for young people; 

(c) the Youth Coalition has organised a suite of events for the week, utilising 
funding from the ACT and Federal Governments; 

(d) the ACT Government is committed to engaging with young people in the 
ACT, through consultative mechanisms under the Youth InterACT 
participation initiative including Canberra Young Citizen of the Year, the 
Youth Advisory Council and a range of grants and scholarships; and 

(e) the ACT Government has developed a range of new policy initiatives and 
services for young people, including: 

(i) a youth mental health, step up step down facility; 

(ii) a new Children and Young People Bill; 

(iii) a new youth justice facility, Bimberi, with a focus on rehabilitation 
and human rights; 

(iv) expansion of Junction Youth Health Service; 

(v) producing a new version of the “When can I?” publication; and 

(vi) actioning recommendations from the 2007 Youth InterACT 
conference; and 
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(2) congratulates the Federal Government on establishing a Minister for Youth. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put and passed. 

 6 QUESTIONS 
Questions without notice being asked— 

Paper: The Speaker presented the following paper: 

Overseas travel allowance—MLAs—Submission to the Chair of the Remuneration 
Tribunal by the Clerk of the ACT Legislative Assembly, dated 18 March 2008. 

Questions continued. 

 7 PRESENTATION OF PAPER 
The Speaker presented the following paper: 

Travel report—Non-Executive Members—Sixth Assembly, up to and including 
31 March 2008. 

 8 PAPER—OUT-OF-ORDER PETITION 
Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business) presented the following paper: 

Petition which does not conform with the standing orders—Fraser—Block 6, Section 
39—Objection to development application 200705930—Ms Porter (38 signatures). 

 9 CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE BILL 2008—STATEMENT BY 
MINISTER 

Mr Corbell (Attorney-General), by leave, made a statement concerning a reference to 
the Children and Young People Bill 2008 he made in an earlier speech. 

 10 MATTER OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE—DISCUSSION—OLDER 
CANBERRANS—POLICY DEVELOPMENT 

The Assembly was informed that Mrs Burke, Mrs Dunne, Dr Foskey, Mr Gentleman, 
Ms MacDonald, Mr Mulcahy, Ms Porter, Mr Seselja (Leader of the Opposition), 
Mr Smyth and Mr Stefaniak had proposed that matters of public importance be 
submitted to the Assembly for discussion.  In accordance with the provisions of 
standing order 79, the Speaker had determined that the matter proposed by 
Mr Gentleman be submitted to the Assembly, namely, “The importance of developing 
comprehensive policies for older Canberrans.”. 

Discussion ensued. 

The time for discussion having expired— 

Discussion concluded. 

 11 UTILITIES (NETWORK FACILITIES TAX) REPEAL BILL 2008 
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the 
question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle— 

Debate resumed. 

Question—put. 
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The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 8   NOES, 9 
Mrs Burke Mr Seselja  Mr Barr Mr Hargreaves 
Mrs Dunne Mr Smyth  Mr Berry Ms MacDonald 
Dr Foskey Mr Stefaniak  Mr Corbell Ms Porter 
Mr Mulcahy   Ms Gallagher Mr Stanhope 
Mr Pratt   Mr Gentleman  

And so it was negatived. 

 12 ECONOMIC BASE OF THE A.C.T. 
Mr Smyth, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) that the 2008-09 Federal Budget will have a significant, adverse impact 
on the ACT economy and on individual Canberrans; 

(b) the constant lament of the Chief Minister at the ACT’s narrow economic 
base; 

(c) the failure of the Stanhope Government to take action to diversify the 
economic base of the ACT; 

(d) the commitment of the then Leader of the ACT Opposition, Jon Stanhope, 
to be a low taxing government when in office; 

(e) the failure of the Stanhope Government to maintain the trend in 
increasing the relative proportion of employment in the private sector in 
the ACT; 

(f) that, in the 2006-07 Budget, the Government gutted the areas devoted to 
economic development in the ACT, such as BusinessACT and Tourism 
ACT; 

(g) the lack of progress in answering the question of skill shortages, 
particularly in contrast to the actions of the Federal Government; 

(h) the downgrading of some Actions in the Economic White Paper to second 
order Actions; and 

(i) the failure of the Stanhope Government to implement those Actions set 
out in the Economic White Paper that were intended to encourage the 
development of nine priority industries in the ACT; and 

(2) calls on the Stanhope Government to: 

(a) report to the ACT community on action that is being taken to expand the 
economic base of the ACT; 

(b) provide the Assembly with the strategy that is being implemented for 
each of the nine priority industries; 

(c) set out the strategy that is being followed to strengthen the role of the 
private sector in the ACT;  

(d) restore funding for BusinessACT and Tourism ACT in the 2008-09 
Budget; and 
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(e) provide a list of those Actions listed in the Economic White Paper that 
have been downgraded to “second order” Actions by close of business on 
Wednesday, 30 April 2008. 

Mr Smyth addressing the Assembly— 

Debate interrupted in accordance with standing order 34 and the resumption of the 
debate made an order of the day for the next sitting. 

 13 ADJOURNMENT 
It being 6 p.m.—The question was proposed—That the Assembly do now adjourn. 

Debate ensued. 

Paper:  Mr Barr (Minister for Education and Training) presented the following paper: 

Chamber floor plan—ACT Legislative Assembly. 

Debate continued. 

Question—put and passed. 

And then the Assembly, at 6.23 p.m., adjourned until tomorrow at 10.30 a.m. 

MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting. 

Tom Duncan 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 
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