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How much has the ACT Government spent on legal costs, damages and settlements in

relation to medical negligence claims each financial year for the last three financial

years?
PETER GARRISSON: The answer to the Member’s question is as follows:

Amounts payable by the ACT Government on medical negligence claims are generally covered by the
Territory’s insurance arrangements. In instances where the amount payable is below the insurance

excess then the Directorate meets those costs.

Costs associated with the provision of legal services by the ACT Government Solicitor are met
through controlled recurrent payment from the appropriation for Output 1.2 and cost recovered
from ACT Insurance Authority (ACTIA).

The table below provides a breakdown of the legal costs, settlements and damages paid by ACTIA in
relation to medical negligence claims for the last three years.

2025-26 2024-25 2023-24

Damages and $51,853,675.41 $30,110,917.40 $21,324,744.83
Settlements*

Legal costs $8,852,994.76 $9,016,933.73 $7,316,711.21
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*The figures relate to payments made in the last three financial years. This includes claims that have been
paid in these years only and bear no connection to the policy period in which the claim arose.
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