






first, we just wanted to learn simple words that could be incorporated into our baby’s
daily routine, and were able to achieve this by accessing a free Auslan Dictionary app,
but ultimately we did not find this to be an effective way to learn an entire language.
We engaged a speech therapist with Auslan knowledge as a home tutor, but were also
aware that within the Deaf community, this is not considered appropriate. Auslan
should always be taught by a Deaf person who has strong cultural links to the Deaf
community and who uses Auslan with native speakers regularly. We have not yet been
able to find someone like this with availability in Canberra. 

I soon realised that I needed to enrol in a formal Auslan course, however discovered
that in Canberra, Certificate courses are only offered by one organisation (Deaf
Connect) and the entry level course (Certificate II) was only offered at the beginning
of each year. I searched for other providers around Australia and was disheartened to
discover that none offered online courses for mid year intake, except for Deaf Connect,
but they only offered the online course to residents of Queensland. Those two online
classes booked out within 3 days, which shows there is demand for such courses.
Given my extended maternity leave is happening now, I am frustrated to have to wait
until next year to progress my knowledge. To continue my language development, I
enrolled in an online 7 week beginners course through Deaf Connect, which mostly
involved revision of the vocabulary that had already been self taught, but now I must
wait. Our family has also looked into Auslan in the Home tuition, also offered through
Deaf Connect, but have been advised there is a significant backlog for service
provision in Canberra.

The experiences here demonstrate that there is a need for parents of deaf children who
wish for their children to grow up bilingual (English and Auslan) to have priority
access to Auslan classes, and that there is currently a concerning gap in service
provision in Canberra. We are so frustrated to have funds available for this purpose
through NDIS but are unable to utilise them. The decommissioning of CIT Auslan
courses is particularly frustrating, and there seems to be an issue with the
monopolisation of services through Deaf Connect. It is reaching a stage where it might
be appropriate for the ACT government to step in and demand a review of services,
particularly considering they provide funding to Deaf Connect.

Auslan for toddlers and school aged children
In other states, there are Auslan and bilingual preschools and primary schools, and
schools that offer Auslan as an Additional Language (in place of foreign languages).
Some significant examples include Furlong Park Preschool, Aurora School, Willmott
Park Primary School, St Albans East Primary School, Eastwood Primary School,
Forest Hill College, Mount Erin College, Charles La Trobe College and the Victorian
College for the Deaf in Victoria; Klemzig Bilingual School in South Australia;
Toowong State School in Queensland; and Mosman Park School in WA.

In Victorian preschools, there are also a number of kindergartens and early childhood
centres that offer 3 hours of Auslan a week in addition to the extensive Auslan
program in Primary and secondary schools. In South Australia 38 schools offer an
Auslan language program. In some states, a Teacher of the Deaf is allocated not only
once a deaf child reaches school age, but during infancy.

In Canberra, there is nothing like this available. There is a small group of parents
trying to establish an Auslan Playgroup at a grass roots level, which runs once a
fortnight, but nothing offered through government education.



In an ideal world, we would love to see a fully bilingual school in Canberra. Failing
that, we would love to see “Hub” schools in North and South Canberra, where deaf
children can gather together (with hearing children) and receive education in a form
tailored to their needs with support from Auslan interpreters. This would enable a
pooling of government resourcing, specialisation of teachers at those schools, and
opportunities for networking and mentoring among deaf students and families. At the
moment, deaf children are siloed, and do not always regularly interact with other deaf
children and as such, do not get to see older deaf children achieving and being
successful and acting as role models.

Without a change to the education system in Canberra, we are very concerned about
our daughter’s educational future and continued Auslan progression. We would love to
see her grow up with English, Spanish and Auslan as native languages. While we can
act as expert language models in English and Spanish, we are lacking support with
Auslan. As a deaf child, access to a signed language should be part of her birth right
and I feel that we are letting her down by being unable to expose her to native singers
and bilingual instruction.

In summary, we would like to see:
-promotion of Auslan as an additional communication mode among medical professionals
who deal with hearing loss
-parents of newly diagnosed deaf children given adequate materials and assistance to
enable them to make an informed choice about whether Auslan is a pathway they would
like their family to follow
-opportunities for parents of newly diagnosed deaf children to meet other parents, as well
as  other deaf children and deaf (particularly Auslan using) adults
-frequent opportunities for Auslan tuition in Canberra (whether face to face or online),
particularly for parents of deaf children
-a bilingual Auslan-English school in Canberra
-failing that, hub schools that act as deaf centres of excellence
-Auslan as an Additional Language in Canberra schools
-expansion of the Teacher of the Deaf program to include children of all ages




