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3 June 2021 

Drugs of Dependence Committee 
ACT Legislative Assembly 
GPO Box 1020 
Canberra ACT 2601 

By email: LASelectCommitteeDDAB2021@parliament.act.gov.au 

Dear Committee, 

INQUIRY INTO THE DRUGS OF DEPENDENCE (PERSONAL USE) AMENDMENT BILL 2021  

The ACT Law Society (the Society) welcomes the opportunity to provide input on the Drugs of 
Dependence (Personal Use) Amendment Bill 2021 (the Bill). Similar to the current diversionary 
scheme for cannabis in the ACT, we note the intention to decriminalise possession of the 
following illicit drugs: 

• MDMA; 
• Amphetamine; 
• Cannabis; 
• Cocaine; 
• Heroin; 
• Lysergic acid;  
• LSD; 
• Methadone; 
• Methylamphetamine (ice); and 
• Psilocybine.  

Proposed Drugs for Decriminalisation 

The Explanatory Statement to the Bill states that “the Bill will amend criminal laws to rename the 
Simple Cannabis Offence Notice (SCON) Scheme to the Simple Drug Offence Notice (SDON) 
Scheme and add other common illicit drugs to this diversionary pathway”.  

We consider that the possible adverse health impacts of decriminalisation of anything more than 
a very small quantity of most of the illicit drugs proposed in the Bill is significantly greater than 
that posed by the previous decriminalisation of the possession of cannabis. Further, we do not 
support the decriminalisation of any quantity of ice, given the threat such poses to public safety.1 
Accordingly, the medical and law enforcement community should be further consulted about 
these risks.  

 
1 See e.g., Australian Medical Association, Position Statement (2015) <https://ama.com.au/position-
statement/methamphetamine-2015>. 
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