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L E G I S L A T I V E  A S S E M B L Y  
F O R  T H E  A U S T R A L I A N  C A P I T A L  T E R R I T O R Y  

 

ANSWER TO QUESTION TAKEN ON NOTICE  
DURING PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

 
Asked by CAROLINE LE COUTEUR MLA on 11 June 2020:  ANNE-MAREE SABELLICO, Deputy 
Director-General of the Community Services Directorate, took on notice the following question(s): 
 
Ref: Proof Hansard Transcript 11 June 2020, PAGE 365 
 
In relation to: Stimulus Allocation Decisions 
 

Ms Le Couteur: Can you also provide some information about how you decide where to 
allocate the money? I am sure there would have been more than $7 million worth of 
requests for funding.  
 
Ms Sabellico: We can certainly provide an overview of the priorities and the processes that 
we went through to decide the priorities and then how that was allocated, and which ones 
actually went to grants and what the process was for the grant applications.  

 
SUZANNE ORR:  The answer to the Member’s question is as follows:–  
 

The Community Support Package has been designed to support the community sector to 
continue the delivery of vital services. A significant amount of data analysis went into what 
services and programs were currently funded by the Community Services Directorate (CSD) 
and what services and programs were likely to experience additional pressures including 
increases in service demand as a result of the pandemic.  
 
This analysis, supported by the Human Services Cluster Ministers, and conversations with 
stakeholders and community members, supported the allocations under the 
Community Support Package. In addition, organisations were identified that were able to 
flex up their service model with the additional funding to support an increase in demand 
for service.  
 
For example, in determining the requirements of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
specific supports, CSD and relevant Ministers worked closely with members of the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community and community-controlled organisations to 
identify organisations and programs that were best placed to respond to the current and 
emerging needs of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community across the course of 
the public health emergency.  
 
We also knew that community service organisations needed support to adapt and adopt to 
innovative and essential business changes, including staff safety fixtures and technology 
requirements to continue supporting our most vulnerable community members. As we 
know, new operational requirements and procedures can be challenging to fund and 
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execute. In light of these additional pressures, $1 million was allocated to the COVID-19 
Stimulus Rapid Response Grants Program. 
 
The response has not only been focused on the allocation of new money to support the 
community sector and the vital services and programs it provides. We are aware that many 
planned grant activities have been unable to proceed as planned. For example, 
conferences, workshops, festivals, training, qualification courses, and sporting events. CSD 
has written to current grant round recipients asking them to consider how the activity 
might be adapted, including the mode of delivery or nature of the approved activity to 
achieve similar outcomes or to address a priority need at this time. Recipients have also 
been given the opportunity to postpone the delivery of the funded activity to a later date. 
 
CSD is currently in an intelligence gathering phase and will utilise the information coming 
through the many streams to continue to evolve contracting processes and arrangements 
to support community partners to deliver flexible and responsive services and supports to 
the Canberra community now and into our recovery.  
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