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The Kingston Arts Precinct is located within Section 49 in Kingston, fronting 
Wentworth Avenue and Eastlake Parade with additional access from Printers Way. 
The delivery of the Kingston Arts Precinct is in response to: 

- the completion of the Kingston Foreshore estate. Kingston Arts Precinct is 
Stage 5 of the estate; and 

- artsACT strategy for the Kingston Arts Precinct. 

The land was released to the market in two stages: Request for Proposal in October 
2015 and Request for Tender in April 2016. On 1 July 2019, the ACT Government 
announced Geocon as the successful tenderer based on their Tender Concepts which 
included a response to individual arts organisations requirements. The successful 
tenderer is now required to evolve its Tender Concepts into an Estate Development 
Plan and individual buildings designs for statutory approval.  

Considering the complexity of this project, Geocon has agreed to an extensive 
stakeholder and community engagement program ahead of statutory approval 
submissions being lodged. Lodgement of Development Applications for the Estate 
Development Plan and individual building designs is anticipated by late 2020 with 
approvals considered likely by mid-2021. To achieve this, Geocon, the Suburban Land 
Agency and artsACT are working collaboratively on design development of the 
Tender Concepts while including stakeholders and the community in the process. 

Since 1 July 2019, Geocon’s design team has presented and received feedback from a 
number of forums including: 

- arts organisations members and broader arts community; 

- local residents’ groups, businesses and broader Canberra community; 

- National Capital Design Review Panel; and 

- ACT Heritage and Transport Canberra and City Services Directorate. 

The Community Panel established in late September 2019 will consider all of the 
feedback in late November 2019 and agree on key issues that require further 
consideration. artsACT have been invited to discuss the project at the November 
Community Panel meeting. The Community Panel includes two resident arts 
organisations already within the Precinct, Canberra Glassworks and Megalo Access 
Arts Inc.   

In late 2018, the Suburban Land Agency and artsACT met with arts organisations and 
worked with them on establishing a collaborative process which includes how the 
precinct design will respond to the needs of the arts organisations. In April 2019, the 
Process Agreement was co-signed by all organisations and its implementation 
commenced in July 2019. 

SLA and artsACT have regular monthly meetings with all resident arts organisations 
where they are briefed on the progress of the project, on the community 
engagement and on matters that are important to their accommodation and 
function.  
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To date, arts organisations have been provided with an opportunity to revise their 
needs (since tender documents were written in 2016) and agree their preferred 
locations within the future arts buildings. Currently, individual organisations are 
working with the design team on their individual spaces and accommodation. This 
work is ongoing. 

The future resident arts organisations are free to participate in the community 
engagement process, as members of the community. SLA, artsACT and arts 
organisations will also be discussing opportunities for the arts organisations to 
introduce themselves as part of the community engagement activities and to give 
the broader community an understanding of what they will bring to the precinct. 

The process of developing the Tender Concepts with the community and 
stakeholders in the early stages of design will ultimately lead to a unique precinct 
that not only fosters the development of arts within Canberra but delivers a vibrant 
mixed-use development for the community to enjoy. 


