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My name is Veronica Varsanyi and I live in Tharwa village.  I am raising 5 children here 
and chose to live here because of the picturesque streetscape, peaceful surroundings 
and the safe and close community ties.

I am a Kindergarten teacher and a strong community advocate in many realms.  I am 
also on track to commence training with the Rural Fire Service to help protect our 
special little hamlet and its residents in a fire event.

I am not at all in support of the proposal to place water tanks at the proposed site 
across from the Preschool and in front of the General Store for several reasons.

These are my main concerns:

1. 
 In the event of a fire where water supplies from Tharwa would be called 
upon, the ease of which water from the tanks is supplied to fire trucks 
should be of paramount priority.  My understanding is that water tanks 
placed in the location at the front of the Shop would need electricity to fill 
trucks. Should electricity be cut off, I understand that these tanks may not 
be accessible.  Conversely, placing the tanks further up the hill would 
mean that refilling water - via the natural gravity fed mechanism - would 
still be viable should electricity be disabled for whatever reason. That is, it 
is simply a much safer option.

2. 
 Being a Kindergarten teacher, I strongly disagree with the tanks being 
placed directly opposite an early childhood facility.  

 Young childrens' psyches ought to be vigilantly protected from 
distressing situations.  The visual impact of fire trucks filling up just 
outside their classroom windows in fire events that potentially and 
even probably threaten their own homes is tremendous.  It will 
terrify them and in my opinion is on the verge of abuse to those 
children. (They will not think it's "cool". They are much smarter than 
they are given credit for).

On a physical safety level, the proposed water tank site is actually 
AT a children's crossing for 3-4 year olds in our hamlet.  How does 
the Government propose to handle the traffic situation when fire 
trucks are filling the street and parents are arriving to collect their 
toddlers?  In my opinion it would be a lethal mix of adrenaline 
charged firefighters driving enormous heavy vehicles around 
innocent and bamboozled preschoolers.



3. 
It would be unsightly.  

The verge as you turn right into North Street is the entrance and 
exit point for this tiny hamlet.  At this point, the quaint local Shop 
becons sweetly and the surrounding houses present a beautiful 
old-town feel which evokes warm memories for so many passing 
through.

This would be replaced by a reception of two huge water tanks in 
view instead of the warm lights of the small houses around and 
would ruin the ambiance.

I do believe the tanks on the main street entrance would be a 
potential hazard for graffiti and I would hope to see a generous 
commitment from the government to amend any graffiti within a 
certain timeframe over some significant years to prevent the 
appearance of any derelict influence should they go ahead on the 
proposed site.

4. 
 Placing the tanks where they are not welcome would be an insult to the 
community.  This is a valid complaint for a beautiful hamlet of only 14 
houses.  

The current community has worked tirelessly and selflessly since 
its beginnings to preserve a certain special heritage in Tharwa in 
several aspects.  Much of this work has been altruistic and has 
gone largely unacknowledged in a broader sense.

The local shop is well loved and its antiquity and historical roots are 
displayed and conserved with honour because of the commitment 
from families of the area.

These many years of commitment to the village of Tharwa should 
not be downplayed.   There exists a great deal of care and attention 
to the beauty of this small hamlet - more than can be measured - 
and I would be greatly disappointed to see this investment of time 
and love being ignored in such a move as is currently being 
proposed..

Yours sincerely
Veronica Varsanyi
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