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Dear Members of the Select Committee on End of Life Choices in the ACT,

As a teacher and a parent I wish to express grave concern about the messages currently being
sent, especially to our young people, on the dignity of human life and the doctor-patient
relationship.
At both extremities - birth and dying - of life in Australia now, we have legislation that permits
the direct destruction of human life (abortion and euthanasia) and a growing industry that
thrives on both.
Effectively, what this legally ratified situation says is that the human right to life, which all other
natural rights presuppose, is not inviolable; the value of human life is egregiously demeaned, and
implicitly a nihilistic outlook on life is promoted. Moreover, the trust in proper care by members
of the medical profession that any person is entitled to assume is radically compromised when
the legal ban on direct taking of human life is struck down.
Accordingly, I urge you to oppose strenuously any legislative initiative that seeks to permit the
direct destruction of human life, supporting instead the development and public promotion of
improved palliative care in the case of critically ill patients.

Yours sincerely,
John Kelly
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