
ACT GOVERNMENT PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 
INQUIRY INTO THE METHODOLOGY FOR DETERMINING RATES 

AND LAND TAX FOR STRATA RESIDENCES 
SUBMISSION BY OWERS CORPORATION NETWORK 

Introduction 
This submission is facilitated and provided by OCN on behalf of the 5700 signatories of the 
Petition which resulted in the successful Motion to set up a PAC Enquiry into the escalation 
of Strata Rates and Taxes. We the signatories look forward to the results of a comprehensive 
analysis of the change in calculation methodology and the impact it has had on the owners 
and renters in flats, apartments and townhouses in the ACT. 

To support this submission I have attached Comments made by almost 500 of these 
signatories to the Petition and a second document which provides Selected Comments with 
a Summary of Common Themes. Most of these are brief but they highlight the depth of 
concern of the community.  These two attachments should be treated as Appendix 1 and 2 as 
they provided additional material directly from the community in their own words.  The 
comments have been cut back to 1024 characters including spaces as this is a limitation of 
Excel. 

Stamp Duty v Rates and Land Tax 
In general I did not hear from the community that they objected to the Government’s plan to 
reduce (and eventually remove) Stamp Duty on Conveyancing and replace it with higher 
rates over a 20 year period. However I did hear concerns from the community including past 
executives of a past Labour Government that the Stamp Duty has hardly been reduced while 
the Rates and Land Tax have increased significantly and very quickly and for Unit Titled 
properties the impact has been particularly great and disproportional to the land and 
municipal resources used versus usage by single houses and blocks. Also many older citizens 
may have made their last housing choice in ‘downsizing’ and they paid the Higher Stamp 
Duty and now face the very high Rates as well. Self-Funded Retirees with investment 
properties are also attacked with the higher Land Tax and the impact this creates as they 
attempt to avoid use of the aged pension system. These ‘over 60s folk’ often contribute much 
to the community as volunteers but current Labour Party Leaders seem intent on creating 
disadvantage for them. Renters and those attempting to enter the property market will 
eventually be impacted as the rents will need to increase to cover these extra Government 
charges and the increases in these charges are much greater than the increases in the often 
‘talked about’ energy costs. 

A Fair System 
“Fairness” for the Rating and Land Tax Revenue System has been the catch-cry for the 
Treasurer and Revenue Office. In many letter replies to community complaints this need for 
“fairness” was repeated more as a “3 word slogan” rather than providing reasonable 
explanation of how the new system is “fairer”. In particular many comments received (from 
community) highlighted that the New Method of Calculation excluded almost all Strata 
Property Owners from the Lower Tiers of the Scaled Rating Factors which are available to 
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individual House Block properties. This was of particular concern – and had significant 
impact on owners of smaller 1 and 2 bed-room flats.  No comparative 1 or 2 bed-room houses 
exist in the ACT. A summary of the issues raised on “fairness” in comments is attached and 
should be treated as Appendix 3. 

Market Value or Land Based Rating 
Several communications from representatives of the Revenue/Treasury Office and the Chief 
Minister/Treasurer have commented on Market Value Based versus Land Based Rating 
Systems. There is a lack of consistency in understanding in the various parts of Government. 
The Greens MLAs who have supported the Government’s new Method of Calculation have 
also promoted a Market Valuation approach. Interestingly if Market Values were used for 
Rating the revenue collected for Strata Rates and Taxes would fall comparatively to 
individual house/blocks as the sale values for strata properties is falling well behind single 
houses. 

 

Consulting Analysis 
Very little analysis was evident to justify this new methodology. The 48 page Consulting 
Report provided by Pegasus Economics Consulting on behalf of the ACT Government 
provided 7 lines of comment on this change for Rating and Taxing Multi Unit Complexes. 
There was really no analysis of the impact on various demographic groups in the community. 
It was only a ‘rubber stamp’ supporting comment. (See report for 16-17 Budget Page 17) 

 

Fixed Charges Multiplied for Multi-Unit Complexes 
In multi-unit complexes every unit pays the “fixed charge” component of the Rates and 
Taxes. This is a major win-fall for the Government as the cost for many of the municipal 
services it is meant to cover – waste removal, kerbing, guttering, roads, verge maintenance 
and even public transport – costs are significantly lower.to support a greater density of 
population.  Some of these services are paid for directly by Owners Corporations and these 
costs are passed to owners by their body corporate levies – hence in some instances the 
owners are paying twice. The multiple collection for these fixed charges is particularly 
effective in creating a larger Revenue Take. 

 

Comparative Rates Collection versus Land Usage 
Case studies are available from some suburbs to show the Rates collected for Land Used are 
particularly effective for Government revenue in the Strata environment versus single house 
blocks. 

Table Barton Unimproved land values (ULV) and general rate payable 

 ULV Ave General 
Rate 

ULV/m2 Rate/m2 

Units Plan $9,438,000 $989 $2008 $25 

Single dwellings $3,779,000 $5,274 $891 $5 

This Table shows Units Plan properties produce 5 times the Revenue per square metre of land 
used versus Revenue raised from Single Dwelling properties. It also shows the Multi Unit 



properties have 2 1/4 times the Unimproved Land Value per square metre versus the single 
house block dwelling and this creates higher revenue for Government. 

 

 

Way Forward for the Revenue ACT Needs 
The case study provided above and varied approaches to Fixed Charge Component of Rates 
Collection show that as Unit Titled Property numbers expand to meet the Government’s 50% 
target (of ACT dwellings) opportunities for gathering additional revenue exist (with lower 
cost for infrastructure and with less impact on our scarce and diminishing land resources and 
green space). These approaches would provide opportunities for ‘Fairness” to be returned and 
for the ‘lower economic unaffordability’ part of the community to receive appropriate 
consideration. 

 

Thank you for considering this Submission. 

Gary Petherbridge 

On behalf of community contributors, individuals and Strata Managers 

 



• Fairness: Why should almost all people who own strata units have 
all their rates and land tax calculated on the highest rating tier 
factor? 

• How can investors recover the very high extra government costs 
from their tenants?  Rents will need to increase for those who can 
least afford it including our large student population. 

• The Government encouraged our more senior citizens to downsize 
to increase density of living, reduce land usage pressure, maximise 
use of infrastructure around town centres, reduce waste removal 
and utility costs, and vacate larger houses and blocks for young 
families but then they are penalised with higher rates and taxes. 

• Affordable housing will suffer.  Buying cost may come down but 
the government will more than make up the reduction in stamp 
duty with massive rates and taxes.  Some of these buyers are now 
also suffering higher body corporate levies often because of 
paying for building defect rectifications. 

• In 2012/13 Government advertised Rates/Taxes would go up 
slowly and Stamp Duty would come down slowly.  Rates for strata 
have escalated exponentially and stamp duty has hardly moved.  
The government could be seen to be deceitful.  For many 
“downsizers” they paid both high stamp duty and now rates. 

• We want an open transparent explanation of the revenue 
collected in terms of the fixed amount per living dwelling and the 
rates and taxes based on Unimproved value of the Land (not 
market value) and how this money is used (the services provided): 
and recognising that almost 50% of ACT revenue comes from 
Federal GST/Grants distribution and this is largely for State type 
functions like education and health. 

• It should be recognised that increases in costs of living by 50% 
increase in Rates is immoral especially for those who can’t afford 
to pay.  Taxation should reflect capacity to pay. 

• Changes in Calculation Method for rates and taxes may be illegal 
as it changes the rules retrospectively.  People bought into strata 
on previous rules. 



Common themes: 

• Owners would be willing to accept a reasonable increase in rates, but the steep increases 
brought on by this change are unreasonable 

• Almost all signatories report increases in rates and land tax in excess of 25% due to this 
change. Some report increases in land tax in excess of 100%. 

• Increases are far in excess of CPI 
• Property investors who own units are hit twice due to land tax 
• Property investors are being encouraged to invest outside the ACT 
• Owners don’t see value for money in terms of ACT Government services 
• Owners of detached houses pay lower rates than owners of units worth significantly less, 

solely due to this change 
• Home ownership decisions that made economic sense under the old regime may no longer 

stack up due to these changes 
• Many of the people affected are retirees, particularly self-funded retirees 
• Changes are broadly considered unfair and unreasonable 

Selected comments: 

The method of calculation and “rationale” used to calculate is flawed and is simply an 
unreasonable excuse to charge more from home/apartment owners. In a global and national 
climate of automation, digitisation and efficiency, these costs should be dramatically coming 
down, not going up. … The rate of increase in rates and landtax is up by at least 30% to 40% in 
most cases and is totally unjustified. It is simply not sustainable. I have exchanged a few emails 
and a couple of calls with the ACT Rev Office-- all leading to the same text-book base response 
and unwilling to look at options to resolve this major issue that is affecting 1000s. If this happened 
to be a reasonable (say 5%) increase then we could absorb it but not a 35% whack! 

 

I am a single pensioner who finally bought a home in 2010 - a small townhouse with my super - 
when I was 67 years old. I was charged over $30K stamp duty for the privilege.  Since I bought the 
property it has cost more than CPI increases every year for upkeep, particularly utilities and 
services.  But the worst year was when the rates went up by over $600 in one year - 2017-18.  And 
the rebate I receive for being an old age pensioner didn't change.  Furthermore, my water 
connection fee went up by $25 a month and I have no control over the water usage charges as the 
government has refused to legislate to force individual water meters in strata properties. Add to 
that the fact that any other local government utilities' support for old age pensioners is now 
rebated to our electricity bill which doesn't cover anything like the land rate and water rate hikes.  
It is punishing the elderly, all for the sake of a tram and the ruination of the garden city plan. 

 

We moved to Canberra in 2001 and purchased a Town House and paid Stamp Duty. We later 
purchased a modest 3 bedroom home in Amaroo and again paid Stamp Duty. Following health 
issues we downsized 7 years ago to a modest 2 bedroom unit in Gungahlin. Again we paid Stamp 
Duty. In 2013 I became a full time carer. We did what we thought best for our situation in regards 
to health issues and ease for managing our current health issues. We also freed up a 3 bedroom 
house by downsizing. Now after so many years of doing what we believed to be fair and right, the 
Government of the day hits us with a ridiculous and over the top rate increase. We are self-
funded retirees … 



 

I wish to object to the proposed Units Rates calculation and new developments of units approval 
by ACT Government. ACT has excess multi units and this has driven current values of units down 
and at the same time ACT government increased Land Tax astronomical and unprecedented in the 
last few years. There is a large excess of multi units in ACT and what we see now is just a money 
grab by the government since they know very well most of these units are rented out, thereby 
earning Land Tax to government and no consideration is given to the sustainability of that. As a 
current owner of a rented unit in Phillip and other suburbs (Gungahlin and Tuggeranong), the 
value of my units has been eroded. They are no longer worth the purchase price I invested. I am 
paying huge Land tax. I have now resolved to invest in other States like Queensland where one 
does not pay land tax and the developments of multi units is controlled. There is no valid reasons 
for ACT to approve this development other than money grab … 

 

I had a massive increase in Land Tax (46%) on my investment property which is in a body 
corporate.  Yet the unimproved value of MY land which is subject to land tax has not increased 
from one year to the next, just the calculation methodology. I cannot see how the government 
can use the total body corporate unimproved land value as the basis for calculating land tax when 
individual landlords do not receive income from the total unimproved land value, only their 
portion.  The rest of the dwellings in the Body corporate are owner occupied, and no Land Tax is 
payable, so how can the entire land value be used as a basis for calculation when only segments 
are subject to Land Tax? Landlords cannot possibly increase the rents charged by such staggering 
amounts. Tenants would either leave (and no Land Tax would be payable) or complain to ACAT 
under the Residential Tenancies Act. If the latter occurs, a CPI based formula would apply. To my 
knowledge the CPI has never been 46% from one year to the next. 

 

My quarterly rates and land tax charges for my townhouse (in a strata complex) increased by $128 
(29%) for rates and $337 (59%) for land tax over the previous years’ set of quarterly charges. 
These are not small amounts. Over the entire year, these changes amount to a massive 46% 
increase in charges. (That is, an extra $1,861 up from $4,060 last year to $5,922 this year). The 
increases, especially in the land tax component, are just too great to be fair or reasonable.  They 
way exceed inflation and bear no relationship to any additional services being provided to the 
property. The charges cannot be simply recouped by charging our tenants with an additional $35 
per week payment when they are already facing significant cost of living pressures. The whole 
thing seems like a real money-grab. I cannot fathom how this government can suddenly impose 
such a large price hike on strata title home owners (and on to renters) and have previously written 
to the chief minister to protest the increases … 

 

Blatant rises in rates that do not reflect CPI increases are an unacceptable stress on those living in 
Canberra where the cost of daily essentials is about 20-25 percent higher than Sydney or 
Melbourne. This is uncalled for when the relevant Authorities are messing up our roads with 
uncalled for creation of bottlenecks at roundabouts such as at Outtrim Avenue, Calwell and the 
reduction of the traffic lanes from two lanes to a single lane at the Cotter/Drakesford overhead 
bridge and expanding the bicycle lane to wider than the motorised vehicle lane. I have hardly seen 
any bicycles on this road and yet there are bicycle lanes on the roadside in addition to the ones on 
the road itself. Have your planning guys gone nuts? You obviously have more funds than you 



know what to do with. Please stop these wastage of funds and learn to save and tighten your belt 
instead of forcing your voters to go without by jacking up rates. There is a limit to these hikes. 

 

I incurred a 45.8% increase in land tax in the 17/18 financial year however the physical 
unimproved land value of MY parcel of land has not changed from the 16/17 financial year. 
Treating the entire body corporates unimproved land value as the basis for calculating land tax 
places every unit holders land tax liability into a new stratosphere.  Land Tax is ONLY payable on 
residential rental property (and some others as per legislation). The entire body corporate 
complex is NOT subject to land tax, only the individual units being rented. Landlords cannot 
possibly increase the rents they charge by such huge amounts. If attempted, tennants would have 
every right to complain to ACAT under the Residential Tennancies Act, who in turn would apply a 
CPI based formula. To my knowledge, the CPI has never been 45.8% from one year to the next. 

 

I am signing because 80% of my rates are now calculated at the highest rate. I own a small 
townhouse, and contrary to the new (and grossly unfair) methodology applied to determining the 
rates, I do not reside on $3.2 million worth of unimproved land. My rates have increased by 25% 
this year—and that is with the one-off $100 rebate— and it looks like they will increase by a 
further 25% next year. My decision to purchase a townhouse, 2 years ago (and to not benefit from 
the reduced stamp duty that this rate hike is subsidising), was based on  balancing the cost of a 
body corporate with lower rates. 

 

Apartments worth 1 million should pay less rates than a house worth $500,000. Rates should be 
set on the requirement for services required to upkeep the property - dividing the unit complexes 
cost across the number of units makes sent. Property value shouldn't influence this. Pure money 
grab. 

 

My friends house in Sydney is valued 5x my house in Canberra, yet our rates are almost identical! 
It’s not right. Slugging unit owners with ridiculous rates is not the only solution, it’s the easy 
solution. 

 

It is very hard to understand why this much of rate increase during last 3-4 years. Once it (land 
tax) increased from $99 to $299, a 300% increase. 

 

The ACT Government has already increased rates by 20.8% and Land Tax by 46%. My own rates 
and charges are currently $4956 per year. Please let me know whether the ACT Government is 
about to increase rates and Land Taxes by another 20.8% and 46% again. The ACT Government's 
rates and Land Tax increases are the highest in the country for the lowest property values. 

 



Name City State Post Code Country Date Comment
Bruce Carlos Melbourne 3128 Australia 23/01/2018

The method of calculation and &quot;rationale&quot; used to 
calculate is flawed and is simply an unreasonable excuse to charge 
more from home/apartment owners. In a global and national climate 
of automation, digitisation and efficiency, these costs should be 
dramatically coming down, not going up. Most of us do NOT have a 
job in 2 to 3 years as robots ARE taking over and they are progressing 
at a phenomenal rate to where humans are employed (and why 
shouldn't they when we have illogical approach to manage our cost of 
living is not kept real). The rate of increase in rates and landtax is up 
by at least 30% to 40% in most cases and is totally unjustified. It is 
simply not sustainable. I have exchanged a few emails and a couple of 
calls with the ACT Rev Office-- all leading to the same text-book base 
response and unwilling to look at options to resolve this major issue 
that is affecting 1000s. If this happened to be a reasonable (say 5%) 
increase then we could absorb it but not a 35% whack ! And they tell 
me its

Helen Sinclair 2602 Australia 07/01/2018

I am a single pensioner who finally bought a home in 2010 - a small 
townhouse  with my super - when I was 67 years old. I was charged 
over $3OK stamp duty for the privilege.  Since I bought the property it 
has cost more than CPI increases every year for upkeep, particularly 
utilities and services.  But the worst year was when the rates went up 
by over $600 in one year - 2017-18.  And the rebate I receive for being 
an old age pensioner didn't change.  Furthermore, my water 
connection fee went up by $25 a month and I have no control over 
the water usage charges as the government has refused to legislate to 
force individual water meters in strata properties.   Add to that the 
fact that any other local government utilities' support for old age 
pensioners is now rebated to our electricity bill which doesn't  cover 
anything like the land rate and water rate hikes.  It is punishing the 
elderly, all for the sake of a tram and the ruination of the garden city 
plan.  My transport options, while I am agile enough to cat

James O'Sullivan Australia 02/03/2018

We moved to Canberra in 2001 and purchased a Town House and 
paid Stamp Duty. We later purchased a modest 3 bedroom home in 
Amaroo and again paid Stamp Duty. Following health issues we 
downsized 7 years ago to a modest 2 bedroom unit in Gungahlin. 
Again we paid Stamp Duty. In 2013 I became a full time carer. We did 
what we thought best for our situation in regards to health issues and 
ease for managing our current health issues. We also freed up a 3 
bedroom house by downsizing. Now after so many years of doing 
what we believed to be fair and right, the Government of the day hits 
us with a rediculous and over the top rate increase. We are self 
funded retirees and have the usual body corporate and sinking fund 
fees which rise every year. On top of that our original builder put our 
complex and others in Canberra into another Company and shortly 
after folded. So, for the last 2 years we have had additional levies to 
try and make good the shoddy work left by the original building 
company. Every year more and more u

Kate Peach 2777 Australia 02/03/2018

My old friends in Sydney have just sold their nest egg as they called it 
a small 2 bedroom unit bought in the early seventies for $250.000 
they spent over $100.000 doing it up from head to toe husband very 
ill big medical and hospital bills they are early 80's needing to cash in 
so they don't have to go on a pension.As they have used up their 
previous money, well the unit sold for one million four hundred and 
sixty thousand the Agents fees were some $25.000 she had other 
expenses legal fees etc. She thought that money would tie them over 
until shock horror she has to pay Capital Gains Tax of two hundred 
and forty thousand dollars .Grand theft on a grand scale by this 
money hungry greedy Govt. It seems to me this Govt all it cares about 
is bringing in migrants who don't work but live on pensions which we 
SFT have provided for all our working life these migrants have not 
contributed one cent. Then there are the Ugly Australians who have 
moved their houses into their kids names so they can get the pension 
and do



Livison Mutowodzwa 6722 Australia 29/10/2017

I wish to object to the  proposed Units Rates calculation and new 
developments of units approval by ACT GovernmentACT has excess 
multi units and this has driven current values of units down and at the 
same time ACT government increased Land Tax astronomical and 
unprecedented in the last few years.There is a large excess of multi 
units in ACT and what we see now is just a money grab by the 
government since they know very well most of these units are rented 
out, thereby earning Land Tax to government and no consideration is 
given to the sustainability of that. As a current owner of a rented unit 
in Phillip and other suburbs ( Gungahlin and Tuggeranong), the values 
of my units has been eroded. They are no longer worth the purchase 
price I invested. I am paying huge Land tax.I have now resolved to 
invest in other States like QLD where one does not pay land tax and 
the developments of multi units is controlled. There is no valid 
reasons for ACT to approve this development other than money grab 
in the form o

Lou Hoskin Queanbeyan 2620 Australia 12/12/2017

Clearly, the Barr Government and the associated watermelon league 
has lost the plot demonstrating they are all in government for 
themselves and seeking 'show and tell' topics for their CV's. There are 
many hidden traps for the unwary in Canberra - hefty rate rises for 
anyone living within a 1km strip each side of the tram corridor to fund 
a transport project that will have little change out of $1b (simply look 
at the cost of all other 12km tram strips in place around the country). 
Equally, certain areas of Gungahlin, zoned for commercial building are 
overwritten by Barr so construction can build 14 and 20 story 
residential towers, with units costing more than the price of a modest 
house or in some cases, high-end house. Why spend the price of a 
house on a unit, then be slugged with additional high levy costs and 
even higher rates? The only winners here are the developers and the 
government.When is someone in Government going to stand up to 
construction and tell them to build something worthwhile - like more 
u

Zafar Ahmad Hughes 2605 Australia 09/03/2018

What is the rational of increasing the rates and land tax 
disproportionately for apartment and unit owners. We are self funded 
retirees and bought apartment by hard earned money in our working 
life to help us in our retirement with some income from our 
investments without going for government pension. These increases 
have put us in a very disadvantageous position with almost no income 
from our investments by exorbitant increases in land tax and rates 
many times more than CPI increase. These increases are  not only 
unjustified but rather cruel to old people like us. Land tax itself is 
unjustified for pensioners who intend to be independent without govt 
handouts. We earnestly request ACT legislators to reverse increases 
over and above CPI. Justifying these increases to scrap stamp duty 
that is paid once and to impose a life long tax through exorbitant 
increases in land tax and rates is a very big deterant for any 
investment in the ACT. Just across the border of ACT there is no land 
tax and increases in rates ar

Cris Andrei Queanbeyan 2620 Australia 27/02/2018

I had a massive increase in Land Tax (46%) on my investment property 
which is in a body corporate.  Yet the unimproved value of MY land 
which is subject to land tax has not increased from one year to the 
next, just the calculation methodology.  I cannot see how the 
government can use the total body corporate unimproved land value 
as the basis for calculating land tax when individual landlords do not 
receive income from the total unimproved land value, only their 
portion.  The rest of the dwellings in the Body corprate are owner 
occupied and no Land Tax is payable so how can the entire land value 
be used as a basis for calculation when only segments are subject to 
Land Tax.Landlords cannot possibly increase the rents charged by 
such staggering amounts. Tennants would either leave (and no Land 
Tax would be payable) or complain to ACAT under the Residential 
Tennancies Act. If the latter occurs, a CPI based formula would apply. 
To my knowledge the CPI has never been 46% from one year to the 
next.The other option



Heather Mc Millan Camberwell 3124 Australia 23/01/2018

This arrogant government is competely out of touch with ACT] home 
owners,  We have struggled to buy our own home.  In my case, in the 
midst of planning to seek my independance from a violent narriage, I 
not only had to ensure I gained employment which would enable me 
to do so.  As a mother of a handicapped son, I didn't work for 10 years 
while providing 24/7 care for him.  My Mother's small legacy enabled 
me to buy my home..  A cancer battle made life very difficult and 
leaving my employment to fight this battle, even more difficult.  
Maintaining my home alone, and battling to cover my Body Corporate 
fees, rates, land tax, water rates is a battle to remain a  Homeowner.  
This Government punishes us for owning our own homes, no matter 
how difficult this is.  One would be much better off to be a no hoper, 
and expect the Government to house and support us.  That's what 
many in our communitydo, with no sense of responsibility.The Govt 
buys expensive homes, tenants pay low rent!  Very unfair.  They are 
completely

Horst Posselt Australia 24/01/2018

My quarterly rates and land tax charges for my townhouse (in a strata 
complex) increased by $128 (29%) for rates and $337 (59%) for land 
tax over the previous years’ set of quarterly charges. These are not 
small amounts. Over the entire year, these changes amount to a 
massive 46% increase in charges. (That is, an extra $1,861 up from 
$4,060 last year to $5,922 this year). The increases, especially in the 
land tax component, are just too great to be fair or reasonable.  They 
way exceed inflation and bear no relationship to any additional 
services being provided to the property. The charges cannot be simply 
recouped by charging our tenants with an additional $35 per week 
payment when they are already facing significant cost of living 
pressures.The whole thing seems like a real money-grab. I cannot 
fathom how this government can suddenly impose such a large price 
hike on strata title home owners (and on to renters) and have 
previously written to the chief minister to protest the increases in the 
strongest poss

Tony Hanley 2612 Australia 13/12/2017

The FOX is in CHARGE OF THE “CHOOK FEEDERS” in the ACT REVENUE 
OFFICE plus YOUR OWN VERY “GOLDEN GOOSE” LAYING PROTECTED 
VALUATION BIRDS “ IN the “IN -HOUSE - VALUATION OFFICE managed 
by our own Chief Liar Bird - ANDREW BARR ALP - MLA CM!   Whilst 
the rebranding of the 'Tipsy Bull'- is a real story of triumph over 
adversity! (It was formerly trading as the Schnitzel Haus" and looked 
all so yellow -Bright with its charming little Picket Fence.) closed up. 
More pertinent - It goes to the very core truth of why "Market Value" 
in the ACT as defined by the API (Valuation Profession) -International 
law Case Law – HIGH COURT law, or let alone the ACT Rates Act. In 
fact; it cannot be applied period in Canberra -ACT. Commercial rentals 
are based on various types of Business models, having regard to all 
factors (costs, wages, rent, costs of goods, competition, and parking. 
etc etc)"Woo - hoo" ! - Licensed Clubs here are selling quality large 
meals like Chicken Schnitzels for just $ 8.00 to $ 12.00 includi

Bob Sekhon 4218 Australia 06/11/2017

Blatant rises in rates that do not reflect  CPI increases are an 
unacceptable stress on those living in Canberra where the cost of 
daily essentials is about 20-25 percent higher than Sydney or 
Melbourne. This is uncalled for when the relevant Authorities are 
messing up our roads with uncalled for creation of bottlenecks at 
roundabouts such as at Outtrim Avenue, Calwell and the reduction of 
the traffic lanes from two lanes to a single lane at the 
Cotter/Drakesford overhead bridge and expanding the bicycle lane to 
wider than the motorised vehicle lane. I have hardly seen any bicycles 
on this road and yet there are bicycle lanes on the roadside in 
addition to the ones on the road itself. Have your planning guys gone 
nuts? You obviously have more funds than you know what to do with. 
Please stop these wastage of funds and learn to save and tighten your 
belt instead of forcing your voters to go without by jacking up rates. 
There is a limit to these hikes.



Michael Lawson 2601 Australia 07/01/2018

The Labor-Greens alliance needs to be held accountable for these 
rises which are a blatant cost increase to help float the revenue side 
of this spendthrift Govenment's inflated budget. Ratepayer-citizens 
should put Mr Barr last on the ballot paper next time. His Government 
is, as a matter of policy, both slowing down the rate of stamp duty 
reform and massively increasing annual taxes and levies on 
Canberrans to fund wasteful extravaganzas like the light rail, roadside 
statutes, festivals, stadiums, and assorted social experiments while 
turning Canberra into a construction site for developers and running 
down urban services. We have probably the worst performing public 
hospital system in Australia, an underperforming school system,  and 
very poor delivery of even basic urban services like grass cutting.  The 
only way to change this is to make the local politicians accountable via 
responsible democratic political action.

Helen Mackerras 2617 Australia 19/10/2017

My rates have skyrocketed in the last few years thanks to the Barr 
government. And the government mows the nature strip of my street 
EXCEPT the short length outside the development my unit is in adding 
extra cost to our body corporate. The government refuses to increase 
the capacity of the cmux box so I can get ADSL2 so everyone in our 
development is stuck on ADSL1. And to add insult to injury they 
wanted $450,000 to provide us with the NBN that the new 
development next door will be getting and the new suburb across the 
road has - presumably because it is out of turn for us. Haven't see any 
increases in services, only the ruination of Canberra, recent reduction 
in bus services including the direct bus to Civic from my suburb which 
was operating for well over 35 years, and having to subsidise the 
appalling tram which will never come anywhere near my suburb.

Cris Andrei Queanbeyan 2620 Australia 27/02/2018

I incurred a 45.8% increase in land tax in the 17/18 financial year 
however the physical unimproved land value of MY parcel of land has 
not changed from the 16/17 financial year. Treating the entire body 
corporates unimproved land value as the basis for calculating land tax 
places every unit holders land tax liability into a new stratosphere.  
Land Tax is ONLY payable on residential rental property (and some 
others as per legislation). The entire body corporate complex is NOT 
subject to land tax, only the individual units being rented. Landlords 
cannot possibly increase the rents they charge by such huge amounts. 
If attempted, tennants would have every right to complain to ACAT 
under the Residential Tennancies Act, who in turn would apply a CPI 
based formula. To my knowledge, the CPI has never been 45.8% from 
one year to the next.

Peter Kaye Canberra 2600 Australia 19/10/2017

The calculation of rates in the ACT are based on the unapproved 
capital value (UCV) of the land by law. For such an increase to occur 
the UCV must have had a significant increase from the previous year. 
What is the basis of this increase and is it sustainable by law? 
Respectfully no. All unit holders should object to the UCV. That way, 
those responsible, will be accountable. The Government Body 
responsible has to be able to justify their calculation of UCV increases. 
It is highly possible that such increases were dictated by Government 
and not valuation principles. If this is the case then there are enough 
documents that could be discovered by an FOI request that would 
reveal the reality or there are enough  people with the direct 
knowledge to reveal the inappropriate practices.

Anthony Zarb Canberra 2617 Australia 23/01/2018
Massive land tax and rates increases making my hard earned 
retirement nest egg eaten away by the ACT Government to pay for 
things that  are at the bottom of the priority list.  Of course we the 
owners are not able to increase our rental income by the amount of 
our outrageous tax grab by the ACT Government so to recoup 
outgoings making Canberra as an investor not a good place to invest 
in property.  The ones who own and live in their Unit are at a loss 
twice without any means of recouping the out goings.  The ACT 
Government get in the real world you are just money grabbing.  This 
must be one of the worst ACT Government managing the ACT budget.  
Get real and  priorities the needs of the community not your 
grandiose ideas.



Steven Tritton Canberra 2615 Australia 23/01/2018

I was forced into a situation where I had to rent out my unit earlier 
last year and right away my rates jumped up 25% and land taxes by 
50%. Not in my almost 30 years enrolled as a voter have I seen a 
government, state or federal, so cynical to gouge money from owners 
and investors alike. Tell me this, how is taking more and more  money 
from people going to make housing more affordable? It won't! It 
can't! Imagine any government, any private business, any energy 
provider, anyone, hiking prices like the ACT government has done. 
There would be absolute outrage. There's nothing 'fair' about this 
money grab whatsoever! And it's going to hit everyone in the ACT.

Alec Mackie Australia 19/02/2018
Hi Gary just returned from interstate Sorry I was unable to be here for 
the Assemble on the 15th Fed . Congrats Gary for your tireless efforts 
well done. On a valuation based charge I find that my Rates have 
increased by 61% and Land Tax by 119 % I find this impossible to pass 
on or absorb these massive increases.It would be a huge imposition to 
any that is renting,in fact to the very people that can least afford such 
huge increases it is totally untenable . I have a similar valued property 
in NSW and find that Gov charges in the ACT are now more than 
DOUBLE of that in NSW how can this be justified Who would invest 
any further in UNITS in the ACT

Eva Lee Canberra 2600 Australia 12/12/2017
Our ACT government has been rather clever over the years in hiding 
the dramatic increases in rates from ACT residents using the averaging 
methodology.  As most of us do not notice the increase in rate 
payment until 2 or 3 years from the initial large increases in valuation, 
our complaints were and will often be muted and ineffective.  Sadly 
the current government has become extravagant in its expenditure 
and needs to continually raise rates to balance its budget.  In addition 
to sending in complaints, it is more effective for the ACT electorate to 
send a strong message to the incumbent government at election 
times.

Anthony Jurd Canberra 2620 Australia 19/10/2017

With the large number of new apartments going up this year and 
next, ostensibly "because it's cheaper for you to provide services to 
high density housing than single title blocks", it is a doubly dodgey 
move to nearly double rates on unit titled properties without accurate 
advance notice. Not only does it adversely affect young families like 
my wide, daughter and myself, it is counter productive to first home 
owners, who are increasingly having to look at apartments and 
townhouses due to the increases in single block house prices. This is a 
bad move for Canberrans, families and the housing market. Fix it.

Ian Wise 2903 Australia 15/12/2017

As a former owner of rental properties in the ACT, I sold because of 
the ever increasing costs loaded on by the ACT government, and the 
added factor of diminishing returns due to the explosion of rental unit 
numbers. Surely there must be someone in the administration that 
can see the current situation is not sustainable and advise the blind 
leader. As an older member of the ACT population thinking about 
downsizing in the future, this outlandish increase in costs has me 
looking outside of the ACT for somewhere more affordable, but very 
sadly, further away from my children and beloved grandchildren.

Michael Marsalek Homebush 2140 Australia 09/03/2018
It's completely reduculous using the entire body corporate 
unimproved land value as the basis for calculating Land Tax. Land Tax 
is ONLY levied on rental properties and the associated unimproved 
land value. Individual landlords do NOT derive an income from the 
entire body corporates unimproved land value, only the portion they 
own and rent out. This is nothing more than creative accounting and 
is harming investors. Landlords cannot increase rents by such massive 
amounts. This new methodology needs to be reversed and this 
government thrown out of office. They are meant to be working FOR 
the people.

Melita Dahl 2614 Australia 06/12/2017
I am signing because 80% of my rates are now calculated at the 
highest rate. I own a small townhouse, and contrary to the new (and 
grossly unfair) methodology applied to determining the rates, I do not 
reside on $3.2 million worth of unimproved land. My rates have 
increased by 25% this year—and that is with the one-off $100 
rebate— and it looks like they will increase by a further 25% next 
year. My decision to purchase a townhouse, 2 years ago (and to not 
benefit from the reduced stamp duty that this rate hike is 
subsidising), was based on  balancing the cost of a body corporate 
with lower rates.



Simon Crook Canberra 2600 Australia 27/10/2017

This shortsighted view by the ACT Government will potentially hurt 
many small investors whose properties are their only form of 
retirement revenue. My interest is only in commercial property which 
has absolutely no bearing on the value of residential rental rates. Why 
doesn't the ACT Government spend some of our hard earned and 
ripped off cash on encouraging super funds to convert the plethora of 
large multi storey commercial properties in the ACT into affordable 
rental accommodation. Happy to have light rail but not at the expense 
of mum and dad investors, most of whom are close to retirement.

ciriaco de angelis Canberra 2600 Australia 06/03/2018
I blame the people that voted this government back in....they should 
listened and should have known that to pay for light rail our 
kids..grand kids and great great grand kids will still be paying for 
it....how also can you justify such a massive encrease in rates and land 
tax...that is the only income the government has and you wait it will 
be going up and up...it won't stop there. they don't care about the 
sacrifices that we made to be SFR...they could not give a damm about 
that....we should all sell up and go on a pension like every bludge that 
does that. Shame...Shame on them....

Alec Cortez 2904 Australia 22/12/2017
The area zoning rates cost on units per square meter are already the 
highest for apartments structures.  The Barr government effectively 
lied (due to omission) by stating they were bringing the rates on 
complexes up to the cost of houses.  Considering 10 units can occupy 
the same amount of land as a house, they were already making 
considerably more on apartments for the same amount of land.  It is 
unfair and in my strong opinion contributing to a two speed economy 
in canberra.  I haven't had a pay rise in four years, yet my rates go 
hundreds per year. It is sickly.

Bob Donaldson 2604 Australia 05/02/2018
I object to the rates increases because they do not reflect the services 
we are getting from the ACT Govt. In particular, the govt has failed to 
protect unit owners from developers and builders who have built to 
low standards and not met their obligation to comply with building 
codes and other responsibilities to make good building defects. This 
has left the very group that has been targeted with these rate 
increases with a long list of costly building rectifications with no legal 
recourse, yet  the govt has allowed the same situation to occur again 
and again.

Ashif Mohammed Surry Hills 2010 Australia 12/12/2017
It's just completely nonsensical to slug unit owners with such a high 
increase in rates and land taxes every year. Instead of increasing rates 
and taxes every year, the govt should stop wasting money on some 
big elephant projects that will never pay enough dividends in future. 
Many of the owners of these units are Mum & Dad investors, who 
didn't budget for such hike when they had made those investments 
decisions and to recoup their losses, they will invariably have to 
increase the rents, which will in turn have to be borne out by the poor 
renters.

Mark Deasy Canberra 2601 Australia 12/10/2017
I am proud the commitment the ACT government has made to 
renewable energy, and the 'wealth tax', by another name, of 
scrapping stamp duty in favour of 'land tax'. That makes sense. But 
these rapidly rising fees charged to investors (and indirectly tenants) 
in medium/high denisty living in order to address what they state as 
an inequality between what home/land owners pay reeks of 
populism. It will serve to disincentivise people to downsize. What is 
the point of downsizing if you pay a disproportionate amount on 
common services once you do so?

Zafar Ahmad Hughes 2605 Australia 09/03/2018
Please do not blame all migrants for all your woes. I have full 
sympathy and agree with most what you have said about unjust being 
done to SFR. I am also a migrant and also a SFR worked for 30 years to 
have no pensions and hand outs from Govt. All my children in highly 
paid jobs well educated and contributing to the society rather be a 
burden. Some of your comments are simply not acceptable and may 
not be helpful in a petition that someone is trying to put for the 
benefit of all strata title holders irrespective of their origin or race.

Raymond Klouth Kambah 2902 Australia 18/10/2017
The Barr / Labor Government has once again shown that they 
represent corporate bodies and not Canberran people. Why else 
would you fast track high rise developments, add in an unneeded 
tram line and then target investors and retiree downsizes unfairly 
through hiking their land rates and land taxes if they draw an income 
from the rent. Sounds like a Government that does not represent the 
people but like to line big business pockets.  Poor form Barr and A real 
sad time for a Labor Government working for the constituents of this 
city.



Tim Naylor Braddon 2612 Australia 24/01/2018
I accept that the ACT Government must rely on charging residents 
fees and fines to fund services given the lack of industry in ACT. That 
said, I object to these rate rises given, for example, the amount of 
money that Mr Barr spends on his personal political agenda and 
interests and the amount spent by the ACT Government on street art. 
Finally, I find the persistent allegations of corruption and/or 
incompetence in the ACT Land Development Agency immensely 
concerning given their implications for the ACT Government's budget.

Ben Wilkie Charnwood 2615 Australia 12/12/2017
Absolutely outrageous and unfair. I cannot see how this significant 
rate increase can be justified. A massive tax grab that puts people in a 
situation where it's not even worth having a unit as an investment 
property, especially as the only real capital gains are on blocks of land 
and not units cause there is a massive over supply on them. So don't 
even bother buying one in any of the cheaper areas as u will not see 
any real gains for a long time and you will be stuck paying unrealistic 
rate prices year after year

Phil Dalby Canberra 2612 Australia 14/02/2018
This is what you get when you vote for a Socialist government. They 
don't believe it's fair that as apartment owners, we should pay less for 
the land we occupy compared to home owners and businesses, so in 
some respects, we shouldn't be surprised that Barr would introduce 
this feature - although I don't recall him announcing this at the last 
election. I hope we all remember this at the next election when we're 
at the ballot box deciding who to vote into power for the next four 
years....

Shirley Browne 2611 Australia 26/10/2017
I'm the landlord of a townhouse in a strata development and I 
couldn't possibly countenance raising my tenant's rent by the amount 
you have increased my strata rates and land taxes.   I am a self funded 
retiree on  quite a modest income and between the rate increases on 
my home and these strata increases on my investment property 
which is rented at a reasonable rate to ensure access to moderate 
income earners,  my disposable income has been  significantly and I 
believe unfairly reduced.

Ken Taylor 2614 Australia 24/10/2017
Increasing densities by planning for apartments and town houses is 
fine, but the underhand way then of increasing rates for owner 
occupiers, many of whom are retired and on fixed incomes,at an 
unprecedented % reflects the arrogance of the ACT government which 
has become complacent and assumes a right to rule. Additionally the 
effect on renters will be appalling. So much for the government's 
platitudes on affordable housing. One may only hope this will be 
remembered at the next election

Marshall Blain Singapore Singapore 22/01/2018
I support any fair tax system, however, the removal of access to the 
sliding scale for calculation of rates not only distorts the economic 
relationship between the individual strata owner and the supplier of 
services, the ACT Government, but potentially introduces gross 
inequity between each individual owners corporation.  This inequity 
may, in turn, impact the marketability of any strata unit.  Potential 
buyers, especially sound investors, look closely at the underlying 
holding costs.

David Barr Canberra 2600 Australia 12/10/2017

The drive to create urban infill and medium density housing in the 
interests of containing urban sprawl and keeping infrastructure costs 
down is one thing, but then to rake disproportionate revenue from 
those contributing to the achievement of this objective is insulting.  
Had many development blocks, particularly in the inner north been 
left as single dwelling houses revenue would be hundreds of times 
less.  Fair crack.  Smacks of having your cake and eating it too.

Gen Webster 2611 Australia 19/10/2017
Investment property owners been hit with the increase on all fronts - 
why should we have to pay for the non-property levy’s twice (or 
more)? These increases directly affect the value of my unit.  I have 
been in the fortunate position to keep my rent low, until now.  It is 
making me question whether I can afford to keep the unit, but then 
what will the impact be on the re-sale? No-one will be willing to pay 
these outrageous rates!  When is it our turn for a break?

Sandra Bates-Ineson 2602 Australia 26/10/2017
People did not vote in the Labour ACT Government to have them 
taking more than their fare share of our hard earned money.  We 
were warned that taxes would rise exorbitantly but many voted for 
Labour not believing it was possible that they would increase taxes by 
over 100% because of obvious mis-management of the budget or is it 
greed?  Either way, it is an extremely bad way to serve the people of 
Canberra who will probably not vote for them next time.



Michelle thompsin 2600 Australia 19/10/2017
Many older Canberrans choose apartment living as they downsize and 
retire as an affordable option. This outrageous move will mean they 
are not only targeted with sometimes ridiculously high strata fees, 
these fees are no longer offset by lower rates so just living in general 
will be very though for many!Please sign and share (even if you live 
out of this State) as this money grab WILL spread to the other States if 
this is not strongly opposed now!

amanda murtagh act 2614 Australia 12/12/2017
Why is it that the ACT government continues to use residents as cash 
cows for their political follies? Where is the sustainability, equity and 
transparency in our system. In the last 5 years my rates have risen 
100%. I live in Cook which had rate rise of over 30% this year, with 
Aranda, just over the road rising by 20%. How does that work? Where 
is the transparency and where is their strategic plan? It seems like 
they just make it up every year!

Paul Room 2617 Australia 18/10/2017
I support much of what this ACT. government has done but it appears 
to me to have gone out of control regarding investment in the useless 
light rail system and other initiatives that are driving the budget and 
rates out of control particularly for unit owners. There also appear to 
be serious questions about the power balance between the 
government and developers who appear to me to have unreasonably 
high levels of influence over our government.

Jim Peios 2606 Australia 12/12/2017
My wife and I have had to continue to work in our little home based 
travel agency primarily because of the ludicrous land taxes and rates 
we pay in our body corporate small developments in McKellar and 
Palmerston. We are left with virtually nothing and the big killer is the 
land taxes and rates. And this is supposed to be a socialist 
government? I live in NSW and will NEVER invest in the ACT again. 
You’d have to be an absolute mug to do so.

John Schmidt 2904 Australia 12/12/2017
The issue here is tax equitability, not where the taxes go. If the 
government is not spending/managing properly and not listening to 
the people's wishes, it should be replaced at the next election. 
However, the distribution of the required contributions to 
government spending should be fair. It may not have been totally fair 
before the change, but the new arrangement seems no better. Surely, 
a more balanced formula can be achieved.

Nida Ajmal Ngunnawal 2913 Australia 25/01/2018
Well the government is charging residents alot of money in the name 
of strata rates and ACT council rates. Different ways to extract money 
from the residents. They have made this a money making process. We 
have to stand up for the unfair taxes imposed, making it difficult for 
owners to afford their houses. What a joke. First pay heavy taxes and 
then pay additional taxes for individual categories. Looting the 
residents I must say.

Colin Pilliner 2605 Australia 02/02/2018
I'm signing because, firstly, it is wrong, unfair and stupid to do what 
the Barr Government is doing wrt Strata Rates, and secondly, because 
on top of having a high spending, high taxing Government, we have a 
wasteful Government spending and splurging their way to perceived 
glory.  Canberra has a HUGE population turnover yet the Barr 
Government does little to keep the retirees in Canberra and simply 
makes the place unaffordable.

Joe Marando Australia 25/01/2018
The rates and land tax are now out of control which affects the 
renters also as its No surprise rents have gone through the roof as 
investors won't wear it, we are not here to pay for Mr Barrs Tram?? 
How about you fix the worst hospital system in the country and stop 
spending it on a Trams, Rainbows to push your OWN agenda (i'm all 
for gay marriage) but use our money to support the people not to 
satisfy your OWN needs.

Don Burt Canberra 2902 Australia 23/01/2018
My rental income is my living income for retirement. Increased 
expenses forces me to increase rents to cover increased costs but I 
cannot increase them enough to increase my income without the risk 
of losing good tenants.  This of course means I cannot cover the 
increased rates for my own home. Not all landlords are wealthy 
speculators and some are struggling to maintain a livable income and 
remain living in Canberra.

Debra Barr 2615 Australia 18/10/2017 Over the last 4 years my rates have increased by $530 and now they 
want to add more. Services to my unit complex are managed and paid 
for by my Body Corporate. In my rates I pay an extra $100 for 
ambulance when it is included in my private insurance. Last year $30 
for domestic violence services. This year an extra $400 for what I am 
not sure.  I will not vote for Mr Barr again. Murrumbateman is looking 
good.



Odette Mayne 2618 Australia 23/01/2018

The ACT Land tax on rental properties is nothing more than a cash 
grab by the ACT Town Council, that no-one wanted in the first place!!  
The increase in 2017 is ludicrous and is solely to fund Barr's folley - 
the tram which has totally destroyed the entrance to Canberra and 
despite the assurances of the Council (they are not a government's 
........) it will never be recovered.  And, the tram WILL lose money.

Mary Arnold Canberra 2611 Australia 18/10/2017 I recently bought a strata title property and was shocked to find the 
rates were nearly double what the estate agent had predicted, and 
are significantly higher than my previous property which was a 5 
bedroom house on 1/3 acre. I now live in a 48m2 townhouse with 
very limited common areas and I feel these rates are completely 
disproportionate to the property value. Please re-think how rates are 
calculated.

Margaret Gracie 2913 Australia 15/01/2018
As an owner of a detached unit which sits in an Owners Corporation 
situation it is offensive to think the government wants to increase my 
rates by 170% when it contributes very little to the maintenance of 
the area in question. Our Owners Corp pays for nature strip mowing 
so all we really get in services is the bins collected. We all pay water 
and our own power. So where is this increase justified

Nida Ajmal Ngunnawal 2913 Australia 25/01/2018
Well the government is charging residents alot of money in the name 
of strata rates and ACT council rates. Different ways to extract money 
from the residents. They have made this a money making process. We 
have to stand up for the unfair taxes imposed, making it difficult for 
owners to afford their houses. What a joke. First pay heavy taxes and 
then pay additional taxes for individual categories.

S Davis Brighton-le-
sands

2216 Australia 24/01/2018
As strata owners, we are less able to modify our properties to capture 
the value of our share in land. Strata properties also offer the 
government benefits in terms of achieving housing density, which can 
lower the costs of local government services and public amenity 
infrastructure. These aspects do not appear to have been taken into 
account as the government has set new land tax arrangements.

Claude D'ABRERA Calwell 2905 Australia 07/01/2018
As an investor I will join the scores of other investors saying the same 
and withdraw from the Canberra Market place and then let's see what 
happens to the availability of rental accommodation.  The Bar Govt 
has become far too arrogant for its own good and does not care too 
much for anyone but self interest .  It's time to kick em out and give 
the other mob a go .  Surely then can't do worse.

Jacques Michel Casey 2913 Australia 22/10/2017
Enough we are already struggling with the cost of living. They are 
eating lobsters and the best food in life because of their high salaries 
and at the same time they don't care about how ordinary people are 
living. All that the politicians care of is themselves. That's why old 
pieces of furniture are being kicked off power around the world and 
are being replaced by the young visionary people.

Lance Halvorson 2607 Australia 07/01/2018
Together with the impost on electricity & gas charges and the water 
charges, the rate increases are hitting retirees in Canberra severely, 
with little or no benefit to any services or lifestyle in Canberra. Super 
benefits do not increase to compensate & many suffer financially.   
The Barr/Green combination are ruining Canberra as a place to live- 
the sad thing is, they don't realise it.

Melissa Stroud Bonython, ACT ACT 2905 Australia 23/01/2018
Body corporate rates.  Rates for a small townhouse with minimal 
outside area but paying more than when I owned a house on a 1,000+ 
block. Gas and electricity rates are getting to the stage they are 
unaffordable and that is reducing my use to less than a 1 person 
household level when I have 2-3 people here. This increase is unfair 
and should be directed more targeted to the right places.

Jinghua Ji 2913 Australia 23/01/2018
Mid class workers suffer a lot from all kinds of government policies. 
We work hard and pay taxes, we hardly receive any government 
benefits. If we are struggling with government fees and charges, why 
bother working, why not just be relaxed and live a public housing 
property. Middle class are pillars to stand a country up, if we give up, 
becoming another Greece is not far away from now.

Andrew Bloxwich Australia 21/10/2017
I to agree with Wendy's comment and will change my vote to the 
Liberals at my first  opportunity unless they listen to us. I guess we 
shouldn't be surprised the Liberals did warn us but we didn't listen to 
our rates been crippled to the previous comment.I guess we were too 
complacent believing that labour would look after us when the 
divorce said beware of your rates being tripled.



Leoni Mayes 2604 Australia 09/03/2018
My apartment has been in the family for 15 years.I don’t want more 
assets or wealth, but only fairness.Australia used to be a country of 
the “fair go” butIt’s become far fromthis.Self fundedretirees have paid 
their dues through Lengthy working years and managing our $s 
sensibly soas not to be a burden on the Government in our retired 
years. The current plan heavily impacts on this.

Graham Swann 2617 Australia 22/10/2017
Purchased the unit as the last stop before the dribble farm or pine 
box, as encouraged by the government of the day (in 2008) with 
reduced stamp duty on the purchase to assist pensioners in 
downsizing from residences larger than required so that younger 
families could achieve their dream.The stamp duty saving sure didn't 
or won't last long, particularly for those on fixed incomes.

Kathir Subramanian Queanbeyan 2620 Australia 12/12/2017
We are forcing to sell our Kingston property because no rent increases 
in last 2 years due to a large number of units developed in that area. 
Now, ACT government is raising (huge rise) the land tax and rates 
which is impossible to survive by us. All investors, stay away from 
Canberra. This ACT government will allow to build more units and 
sooner those areas will be a ghost town.

Patrick Pulido Australia 15/12/2017
Apartment dwellers should not be penalised for downsizing and 
taking pressure off the housing market by freeing up larger homes for 
families. Investors should not be penalised for providing housing 
options for people who are not in a position to buy a home. I have 
always voted Labor but am having second thoughts if this Strata Rates 
change continues and other policy as of late.

Kathir Subramanian Queanbeyan 2620 Australia 12/12/2017
We are forcing to sell our Kingston property because no rent increases 
in last 2 years due to large number of units developed in that area. 
Now, ACT government is raising (huge rise) the land tax and rates 
which is impossible to survive by us. All investors, stay away from 
Canberra. This ACT government will allow to build more units and 
sooner those areas will be ghost town.

Owen BOOTH Ngunnawal 2913 Australia 12/12/2017
The ACT Labor Government needs to find another way to pay for the 
light rail and other ill conceived spending  This tax grab effects 
everyone, even tenants, as rents will rise to accommodate the hike.  
Labor in the dictionary means to hinder or oppress.  Seems they are 
living up to their true name's meaning.  Come on guys, this mob 
needs to go.  Canberra needs a new broom.

Marshall Blain Singapore Singapore 22/01/2018
I support any fair tax system however, the removal of access to the 
sliding scale for calculation of rates not only distorts the economic 
relationship between the individual strata owner and the supplier of 
services, the ACT Government, but potentially introduces gross 
inequity between each individual owners corporation and, potentially, 
the marketability of strata units.

Livison Mutowodzwa 6722 Australia 29/10/2017
I am very disappointed by the ACT Government for ill treating Strata 
Unit Owners. We now pay a huge land tax as well as the devaluation 
of our investment through flooding the market with new Strata Units 
developments like the proposed Woden Proposal for Multi Unit 
Development - 128 Easty Street. This has resulted in over supply of 
units thereby devaluing of these units.

Ruth Crabb 2616 Australia 12/12/2017
Based on the May Budget announcement about this and the figures 
quoted at the time, I knew I would cop an increase, but nothing like 
the one I was hit with. This comes on top of rising costs for utilities 
and everything else. I'm a single parent - it's my daughter that misses 
out. Only four years old, and she already understands that the bills 
must be paid first......

Heather Mc Millan Camberwell 3124 Australia 12/12/2017
This ACT Gocwenmwnr couldn't grow a Choco over a Country Dunny.  
The MLA's are incompetent, have no idea how to run our Territory.  
Thank god for the Auditor Generathe who is using her power to mske 
rhis  Government accountable and responmsible and ro further 
expose their involvement with the top end of Town, jobs for the Boys,  
and far too much unexposed corruption.

Denton Bocking 2614 Australia 12/12/2017
The increase in rates and land tax adds directly to the operating cost 
of a rental property.  This ultimately flows through to tenants - 
landlords cannot absorb increases as large as these.  Many tenants in 
Canberra are students who already struggle to afford Canberra rents.  
These increases in rates and land tax will have a significant adverse 
effect on tenants.

Robert Gillespie Belmore 2192 Australia 12/12/2017
The ACT Government has already increased rates by 20.8% and Land 
Tax by 46%. My own rates and charges are currently $4956 per year. 
Please let me know whether the ACT Government is about to increase 
rates and Land Taxes by another 20.8% and 46% again.n The ACT 
Government's rates and Land Tax increases are the highest in the 
country for the lowest property values.



Annie Gregg Bywong 2621 Australia 12/12/2017 The ACT government's attitude of 'killing the golden goose' continues 
to flourish. Continuing to tax property should not be the continued 
focus of revenue raising. Get cleverer and diversify the economic base 
of the city rather than taking the easy way out and just living off 
property taxes. A bit of lateral thought would go a long way!   A sad 
state of affairs.

Gordon O'Connell 2905 Australia 24/10/2017
The land is only on lease. No wonder the people who volunteer to 
assist St. Vinnies. Sallies etc. are worn out. Gas is beyond the reach of 
people in need and heating is a must in Canberra for everyone so the 
handicap will suffer some more and find it hard to manage.  No one 
minds a small rise but this mob are over the fence. What's the 
opposition got to offer.

John Vassallo Canberra 2600 Australia 24/01/2018
The increases in rates cannot be justified.  The government is already 
getting greatly exaggerated monies for land sales to put units on; a 
large number of dwellings in a small area means less infrastructure 
costs for the Government and more stamp duty due to more units 
then just a house, but they want to charge more in Rates and Land Tax 
as well.  Not fair!

Judith Simpson Sydney 1001 Australia 02/03/2018
I also had a massive increase in the Land Tax on my investment 
property which has a body corporate.  As a Landlord I cannot jusify 
such an increase in their rent, so therefore cannot afford this increase.  
If I do increase the rent then my tennants will most certainly move out 
of my property.  This is a no win situation for everyone except the 
Government.

Kevin Cox 2913 Australia 01/12/2017
The increase in land prices in the ACT is being driven by the 
unprecedented increase in availability of finance to investors - not 
home and dwelling owners.  The ACT government is making the 
situation worse by allowing land prices to increase in value.  They 
have made it even worse for Strata Title owners because they are 
least able to defend themselves.

John Drum Bonner 2914 Australia 12/12/2017 How come we are buying these properties to assist with reducing the 
cost of infrastructure supply but we now have to pay higher rates and 
two of them.  Frankly I think that it's time to change the ACT 
legislature to members who will support home ownership not against 
us who just want to live in a unit. This is discrimination of a sleazy and 
unholy kind.

Zafar Ahmad Hughes 2605 Australia 23/10/2017
Too much rates increases as well as land tax increases is making ACT 
very unattractive for investors and owners. Any income to 
supplement retirement income by investing in apartment properties 
in ACT is now not a wise decision. This government is funding its light 
rail project by exorbitant increases in rates and land tax on unit and 
apartment owners.

Bruce Gemmell Curtin 2605 Australia 14/12/2017 Apartment dwellers should not be penalised for downsizing and 
taking pressure off the housing market by freeing up larger homes for 
families. Investors should not be penalised for providing housing 
options for people who are not in a position to buy a home. I have 
always voted Labor but am having second thoughts if this Strata Rates 
change continues.

Patrick Pulido Australia 15/12/2017 Apartment dwellers should not be penalised for downsizing and 
taking pressure off the housing market by freeing up larger homes for 
families. Investors should not be penalised for providing housing 
options for people who are not in a position to buy a home. I have 
always voted Labor but am having second thoughts if this Strata Rates 
change continues.

Susan Pitt Ainslie 2602 Australia 12/12/2017
Canberra is expensive as it is and one one income it's hard ! Fair crack 
of the whip ACT government .... I'mSick of being left out of policy 
considerations just because I'm not a family unit ! Statistically I'm 
quite likely to retire with far less superannuation and possible end up 
with housing issues .... I'm trying to build a future for myself ....

Patrick Pulido Australia 15/12/2017 partment dwellers should not be penalised for downsizing and taking 
pressure off the housing market by freeing up larger homes for 
families. Investors should not be penalised for providing housing 
options for people who are not in a position to buy a home. I have 
always voted Labor but am having second thoughts if this Strata Rates 
change continues.

Alec Mackie Australia 26/12/2017
As a self funded retiree these totally untenable and unbelievable rates 
and land tax increases on unit owners are totally unfair and must also 
be a huge imposition on those that can least afford it the rental 
market  on a valuation based charge this increase is 119%on land tax 
and 62% on rates, How can this be justified ???? Alec Mackie

Narelle Plummer 2905 Australia 18/10/2017
I am outraged at the disparity of this new methodology. The land tax 
alone on our rental property increased by 60%. On my investigations 
into other freestanding properties in the area , we are  paying 
$1000pa more than on the largest house block I could find of over 
1000m2 , if it were to be rented. Our share of our strata is 640m2 !!



Simon Morris 2580 Australia 26/02/2018
The legislation is patently biased towards a group of home owners 
and investors who choose to live in strata communities, the very 
communities that state and territory governments have in the past 
encouraged as a way of increasing urban density and reducing urban 
sprawl for the sake of efficient use and maintenance of utilities.

Gary Jackson Canberra 2601 Australia 12/12/2017
Land taxs in ACT are far higher than other states. We are killing small 
business just to pay for light rail and other money wasting ventures. If 
we can't afford light rail - then we can't afford it!!! Keep Land Taxes 
down, then business grows, then there more taxes. Andrew Barr has 
never run a business - so this is our dilemma.

Lyn Salapatas Fyshwick 2609 Australia 12/01/2018
Always accepting of genuine price hikes for services but an increase of 
this level is unbelievable no matter how creatively the ACT 
government has tried to explain it. How many investors will sell up 
and take their $$$ to another state? The ACT is simply becoming too 
hard a place to effectively hold onto an investment property.

Steve Bolton Canberra 2601 Australia 18/10/2017
As an owner occupier I am appaulled at the continual extortion and 
theft from the government who does nothing except fill its own 
pockets.Not only do you bastards make it almost impossible for 
people to afford their own homes you can’t leave them be can you? 
You have to come up with more ways to steal it away from them too!

Parveen Kumar Crace 2911 Australia 15/02/2018
The pollies have no vision. They just push their pet projects down our 
throats - so much for democracy. Then they tax us through the 
orifices to fund their delusion. Shuffling the same soiled cards of 
rates, taxes, premiums, fines, duties, levies, cess, fees and cuts to 
deck us. Shame on us for electing these kleptoclowns.

John Courtney 2614 Australia 19/10/2017
The increase in unit rates impacts hugely on pensioners and part-
pensioners.  My neighbour's rates have gone up 62%, which is a huge 
burden, particularly coming on top of with remorseless gas, electricity 
and health fund price rises.  It amazes me that an ALP government can 
so uncaring about people in financial hardship.

Janice McDevitt Ainslie 2602 Australia 22/10/2017
I’m really disappointed that I worked so hard to afford an investment 
property because society said it was the smart  and responsible thing 
to do. Now my only option is to sell at a loss because I can’t keep up 
with the rate rises. My family is now suffering because I made a 
‘responsible’ choice. How does that work?

Maureen Nolan Calwell 2905 Australia 06/02/2018
I resent very much the sneaky way these increases were 
implemented, this is a great injustice to investors in Canberra , it will 
make a big difference to a lot off seniors, incomes ,who will never use 
this Train, meanwhile what will happen to all the empty buses driving 
around. Big boo boo for Canberra politicians.

ricky lim Harris Park 2150 Australia 23/01/2018
My rates increased from by $600; land tax by $1000; not to mention 
increase in water and BC levies, all while my property manager 
advised me to keep rent the same, and my wage remains the same. 
Have they considered where i can come up with these excessive 
increases from while maintaining a moderate living standard?

Andrew Galley 2905 Australia 27/10/2017
The majority of people hurt by this change of rate calculation will be 
pensioners including widows and widowers who are not in a financial 
position to absorb such exorbitant increase. We are told to downsize 
to provide housing for families and then get hit by this money raising 
used for projects we may never use.

G. Hambrook Thornbury 3071 Australia 29/10/2017
Unfair and disproportionate new calculus. As one unit holder among 
70+ I can never personally extract the 'value' that ACT Govt seems to 
think I am capitalising on based on the apartment block's size and 
location. Units are not comparable to free-standing houses, and 
shouldn't be taxed like they are the same.

Lisa Norval 2615 Australia 12/12/2017
Stop raising costs for everything ACT Government! Please start to get 
back to putting people first instead of trying to put yourselves first! 
We are not all on an income where we have money to spare. It's 
about time you all wake up and really delve into the average person's 
life and how tough it is becoming!

Peter Dey Kingston 2604 Australia 23/01/2018
The huge increase in Rates and Land Tax is unequitable.  Unit owners 
are paying hugely inflated rates, but receive the worst levels of service 
and value for money from the Government.  Many municipal services 
normally supplied by rates payments (e.g. garbage collection) are paid 
for by Bodies Corporate.

Sian Day Australia 20/10/2017
You already introduced a standing charge to rates and land tax a few 
years back slugging some apartments with over 400% increase on 
their land tax in one go. I sold the family house and moved my family 
to a townhouse as rates were getting so expensive. Now we are going 
to be in the same position again.



Sher Young BARTON 2600 Australia 18/10/2017
Mr Barr don’t be greedy, you can not compare an apartment to a 
house. Retired folks have downsized to save money, to free up homes 
for families, to live a greener life. Our pensions are not keeping up 
with ever increasing expenses. Seniors are growing in number, fix this 
mess or we will vote you OUT!

Helen Jones Bonner 2914 Australia 19/10/2017
Seems Barr wants to reduce the billion dollar light rail debt quickly by 
increasing rates to people owning strata titled premises. Many of 
these premises are owned by self funded retirees, pensioners and 
young people entering the home ownership brigade.  Thus putting 
extra strain on their finances.

Sava Momcilovic Belconnen 2617 Australia 15/11/2017
The Government needs to consolidate developments in core areas to 
save on infrastructure development costs in outlying suburbs.The 
clever way to do it (as has been done) is to make city or closer living 
(higher density) cost 27% more by the variation to way Rates are 
calculated. A very clever move.

Ray Temperley Thredbo 2625 Australia 12/12/2017
 I, like other property owners in the ACT, have no objection to making 
a reasonable contribution to the costs of government. However it is 
unreasonable when unit owners are required to bear a rates increase 
which is significantly out of proportion to the increases borne by 
others in the community.

John Kiley Leumeah 2560 Australia 23/01/2018 $20,000 each to cling wrap 2 busses in Rainbow colours which has 
nothing to do with a local government as the same-sex vote was a 
Federal issue.  White Elephant tram that will lose a fortune.  No new 
stadium.  No future planning for electric vehicles.  They just waste our 
money and now want more.

Lan-Anh Le 2582 Australia 12/12/2017
Rate hike is too extreme and no improvement on services. Comparing 
to a similar apartment in Sydney, say Balmain or Pyrmont, one in 
Braddon or Forrest would attract higher rates. Unimproved Value in 
Balmain or Pyrmont at much more expensive than Braddon or Forrest. 
I can't see the justification.

Philip Mizanur Rahman Kuala Lumpur Malaysia 02/02/2018
I’m desperate to sell my property in ACT due to unjustified financial 
pressure on me from the ACT government. I know they don’t care 
about people like us and don’t know their underlining agenda, but I 
believe the implication would reflect soon and the collapse of the 
rental industry is imminent.

Michael Gray Homebush 2140 Australia 25/01/2018
Recently retired.  My pension cannot hope to keep pace with these 
kinds of huge increases in rates. These kind of hikes (coupled with 
electricity increases and soon Health insurance yet again) make a joke 
of a CPI indexed retirement income, when the CPI is calculated at 
around a paltry 1.8% pa.

T F Australia 12/12/2017
As an apartment owner I decided to invest in Canberra based on the 
projected strata rate projected at the time of investment. The latest 
Barr government increase unfairly effects owners given the lack of 
forewarning of the significant increase and the disproportionate 
effect on property owners.

benjamin catania Canberra City 2601 Australia 15/02/2018
Apartments worth 1 million should pay less rates than a house worth 
$500,000. Rates should be set on the requirement for services 
required to upkeep the property - dividing the unit complexes cost 
across the number of units makes sent. Property value shouldn't 
influence this. Pure money grap

Caroline Dunny Australia 19/02/2018 I am a self funded retiree - have paid stamp duty and at the time of 
buying the rates and land tax were reasonable - now the land tax has 
risen by 65% - it is becoming difficult to find the money to pay rates 
and land tax and the gov. proposed increasing the further!!! so much 
for a fair go.

Stephanie Roberts 2602 Australia 12/12/2017
Unless we have our salaries risen, with the prices of gas and electric 
going only up- how are we suppose to keep affording to even LIVE in 
the ACT ?!?1 STOP Making us all poor- unless your homeless shelters 
are increasing by thousands?? Start helping the Aussies that are trying 
to survive !!

Cathy Ryan Phillip 2606 Australia 26/01/2018 I never voted for this government and never will. They have no 
integrity and no manadate on this and many  other issues they “push 
through” like signing the contract for the light rail just before the 
election.  But if the electorate keep voting for them this is what we get 
unfortunately.

Juliet Gibson 2913 Australia 12/12/2017
The ACT Legis Assembly is cheating its own citizens, which is 
despiccable.Whete is the 10 year plan for revenue raising and where 
is the master plan for apartment blocks in Canberra? We want 
accountability. Governments that cook the books should be put out if 
office. SHAME Mr Barr, SHAME.



Mick Fletoridis 2232 Australia 19/10/2017 In the current climate of skyrocketing power and other utility costs, 
for the ACT Government to restructure its Rates and Land Tax 
calculation method in this way is grossly unfair in the extreme to the 
average rates payer who happens to own a strata property! Please 
reverse this decision.

Robbyn Crooks Oyster Bay 2225 Australia 02/02/2018 Charges are outrageous.  Government spending is out of control.  If it 
were a business, Canberra would be broke.  The only reason it isn't is 
because the ACT Government is bleeding dry both small businesses 
and individuals who are preparing to fund their own retirement.  
Enough is enough.

Deanna Copeland 2619 Australia 23/10/2017 I have worked hard all my life and paid my taxes.....now I am retired 
and live in an apartment....it’s difficult to pay living expenses, 
maintain a car and help out with grandchildren, let alone pay a huge 
Strata fee....capping it at 5-600 dollars for pensioners would help s 
great deal!

David Roberts Canberra 2600 Australia 12/12/2017 I don't remember voting for token consultation, high rise living in 
excess of the demand, rising government charges and reduced service 
to residents.  The proposed rates increases is difficult to justify other 
than to support some equally bad financial decisions by the Barr 
Government.

Paul Southern Australia 12/10/2017 Its reprehensible when government or corporations, or even 
executive committees, make decisions without the appropriate 
consultation with stakeholders, and then fail or refuse to articulate 
their reasoning for the decisions they make....as if its nobody's 
business to challenge them.

David Wentworth-Perry Annandale 2038 Australia 24/01/2018 The logic behind the reduction in stamp duty is sound. However, 
clearly the public servant who calculated the corresponding increase 
in rates needs a new battery for his calculator. A smooth transition it 
is NOT.Time to redo the equation Mr Barr or face losing at the next 
election.

Joseph Mollica Gosford 2250 Australia 13/12/2017
With all the costly changes being brought in it is becoming more and 
more difficult to cover costs and maintain the current rental for our 
property. If I have to increase the rent then renters lose. It just doesn't 
make any sense for the powers that be to keep on slugging landlords

Jess Brown Canberra 2602 Australia 29/10/2017
This increase in the space of one year is appalling in the space of one 
year, not commiserate with the level of services received at my strata 
residence and has completely blown my household budget. I have no 
doubt it will negatively effect the value of strata properties as well.

Lauren Roberts Wanniassa 2903 Australia 06/11/2017 Over each ellected government selling of government run things to 
private taking the money spending it then pointing the finger at the 
last incompetent grubberment!! Now actew is charging us all $10 a 
year to keep trees trimmed... yet it was a government responsibility 
till now!!

James BEATTY 2607 Australia 18/10/2017 We are PENSIONERS struggling to stay in our own home and have 
been hit by a whopping $1,025 increase in our Rates - an increase of 
67% on last year. This follows a 30% the previous year.  How can this 
be allowed to happen through a supposedly 'caring for the ageing' 
government.

Shevaun Chown 2906 Australia 27/10/2017
Grossly unfair to Canberran's!  This is revenue raising gone too far, to 
fund a light rail system that we did not need, and many will never 
even use - I know I won't.  I don't believe we have the population to 
warrant such a waste of tax payer dollars.  Wake up ACT Government!

Livison Mutowodzwa 6722 Australia 29/10/2017 It is just ridiculous for ACT Government to increase rates when they 
have also increased land tax. They have approved several new 
apartments which have flooded the market thereby devaluing our 
units. Proposal for Multi Unit Development - 128 Easty Street, is one 
such example.

Roy Rae Curtin 2605 Australia 12/12/2017 The Increase is far beyond the rate of inflation and it then requires 
landlords to pass on some or all of the increase as increased rents. 
This defeats the object or stated aim of the ACT Government to 
attempt to provide affordable rents for a considerable number of 
lessees.

Bernadette Knie 2000 Australia 12/12/2017 It’s outrageous! Due to the thousands of units being built throughout 
the ACT , values are dropping - yet rates are exploding - how much 
more revenue does the Govt intend to squeeze ?? Income has 
stagnated , pension increases and benefits are going nowhere - it’s 
appalling

Helen Stephenson Ngunnawal 2913 Australia 12/12/2017 Our 3 bedroom unit is our home. We pay over $3000 in Body 
corporate fees as well as all other rates. It has small garden and I 
don’t think it’s fair for us to be Charge such excessive rates. Put it on 
investment property but not for people who actually live in these 
units.

Mike P 2902 Australia 12/12/2017 As the owner of two units in established Canberra suburbs I am 
already paying enough in rates and land tax! If the government is 
keen to approve new development in new suburbs or as part of urban 
in-fill let the owners of those units be charged higher rates and land 
tax!!



Nicole Lloyd Royalla 2620 Australia 02/01/2018
ACT gov is encouraging people to move into town houses and units. 
This will impact on them as well as investors, renters etc. Keep the 
stamp duty, everyone has had to pay in the past.Why the people of 
the ACT keep voting this lot in is beyond me, time for a change in gov.

Bob Murray 2913 Australia 19/10/2017 As retirees we elected to downsize our home as suggested by both 
Federal and Local Governments, by doing so our town house rates 
have increase dramatically. Whats next Mr Barr, are you going to 
remove all pensioners rebates to help you to pay for the Light Rail 
fiasco!

Saveria Maiuto Canberra 2600 Australia 30/10/2017
As a pensioner and widower I find it difficult to make ends meet. My 
unit is the only thing I have. As it is, Canberra is getting more and 
more costly to live. Particularly for the more underprivileged elderly. 
A substantial increase in my rates makes it more difficult

Alison Shaw Wanniassa 2903 Australia 12/12/2017
im horrified at the extent of the increase (so much for a Labor 
government) and particularly, as a southsider, I can't see what I'm 
getting for all the extra money being forked out for these and other 
ACT rates (I'll be dead by the time the tram gets to Tuggeranong).

Christina Richards Canberra 2603 Australia 12/12/2017
I was told by a unsympathetic government official that my rates had 
risen by over 80% because it was time that apartment owners paid 
the same level of rates as house owners.  I was told that only those in 
the inner North and inner South were getting these increases.

Bob Watson Canberra 2913 Australia 16/01/2018
I would be happy for no rise in rates. In saying that I do understand it 
should rise with CPI, when it doesn’t it just greedy. I do believe the 
Barr government are out of touch. Labour used to be for the working 
person, not anymore. Their all as bad as one another.

David Sadler Australia 17/01/2018 I downsized to an apartment to reduce my impact on the urban 
environment as recommended by the ACT Government and now feel 
the Labor/Greens coalition is just exploiting apartment dwellers who 
are doing the right thing. The ACT Labor/Greens coalition just has to 
go.

Laurie McDonald Canberra 6105 Australia 06/12/2017
I'm signing because I completely agree with all Gary has written in the 
body of this petition.  We need better management of the budget and 
to live within our means instead of constantly revenue raising and 
through that raising the cost of living for our residents.

Phillip Mcdevitt 2615 Australia 21/10/2017
Tried to do the right thing by buying an investment property when 
young. But now will probably end up having to selling as what used to 
run neutral is now running negative and keeps getting worse each 
year as rates and land tax keep getting increased unreasonably.

Malhotra Dipti Canberra 2600 Australia 23/10/2017
This is unfair. As people will own less property or live off on rent- This 
can cause more homeless-ness which can translate in more crime.As 
an investor we are doing good to the society by providing them 
shelter and we do not deserve this from the government.

Ann Llewellyn 2617 Australia 05/02/2018
Rates are already high and strata fees are high, if rates were to 
increase a natural accountability would be that the ACT government 
places greater onus on developers to develop what has been 
approved by ACTPLA. We pay, ACT government takes responsibiltiy.

ciriaco de angelis Canberra 2600 Australia 12/12/2017
A real disgust..this is a government that does not care for the 
Canberra communities, shame on you to rise the rates by this much 
without any mandate from the Canberra population...I will do my 
utmost to see that they are not re-elected. SHAME...SHAME....

One of Many # 2600 Australia 09/02/2018
I’m on a modest superannuation pension which won’t be sufficient 
should the planned increases continue. Many self funded retirees 
won’t be able to sustain the ongoing increases. We will need to sell 
our units and apply for subsidised government housing.

Rod Manns Kingston 2604 Australia 12/12/2017
The new methodology for unit rates is illogical and unfair. ACT 
Treasury has given me figures that 95% of units are now charged at 
the highest marginal rate (cents in the dollar for unit land value), 
whereas only 10% of houses are charged at this rate.

Kareena Callaghan 4285 Australia 19/10/2017
I am signing due to the indiscriminate rise in rates whereby 
consideration has not been taken of the inequality of the costs of 
shared services rendered to units and townhouses in direct 
proportion to the council services provided to individual homes.

Adrienne Sykes Canberra 2600 Australia 21/10/2017
We need a fairer system.  Rates and land tax and making it 
prohibitive.  Even if it helped the young people to buy a place that did 
not have stamp duty - but that is not the case. My son bought a unit 
to live in and he had to pay a lot in stamp duty.



Andrew Macleod 2615 Australia 23/01/2018
I have been supporting a tenant on disability payments by freezing 
rent for the last 3 years. If I increase the rent I charge by the amount 
needed to cover the increased land tax and rates, he will be forced 
back in government (i.e. shared) housing.

Cathy Ryan Phillip 2606 Australia 02/02/2018
The uncontrollable spending has to stop but if this government keeps 
being elected this is what happens. I never voted for them and never 
will! Barr takes our money and doesn't even have the community 
spirit to have Christmas decorations in the CBD.

Sharon Wells 2572 Australia 19/10/2017
This increase enforces a statistically significant financial hardship onto 
owners of townhouses and apartments in the ACT. With so many of 
the territory's residents now living in this type of home, increases of 
this magnitude are unjust and unfair.

Heide Seaman 2615 Australia 12/12/2017
I am with you on this one, Syed. I am a pensioner who has been saving 
all her life to afford a small unit to live in during my retirement years.  
We are being slugged everywhere in order to pay for government 
expenses that don’t benefit us at all.

Loi To Wanniassa 2903 Australia 12/10/2017
This ACT labour government has been in the government for so long.  
They're become very irrelevant and nasty. They have done a lot of 
mistakes and don't want to listen to Canberrans. Certainly, they need 
to be voted out the office to wake them up.

Joan Powell 2900 Australia 21/11/2017
Town house owners have to pay body corporate fees plus the ACT 
Government has doubled the rates making downsizing an expensive 
proposition  - my advice to elderly home owners is don't downsize 
hang on to  your larger blocks it will cost you less

Ouy Tang Jong Australia 24/10/2017 Uh not all of us can afford these rates increases. Be fair. Why should I 
pay more rates for taking up less living space. As if body corporate 
rates weren't already high enough.  How can you justify the ridiculous 
rise with the new calculation?

Robert Azzopardi Ngunnawal 2913 Australia 11/02/2018
Maureen please do not attribute light rail as being the reason the the 
ACT Gov is increasing rates for apartment dwellers.  The increase in 
rates is due to the transfer of tax from Stamp Duty to a more 
predictable formula from Land Rates.

stephen newman 2604 Australia 21/12/2017 Why apply a regressive rate to the full value of the block of land and 
then divide by the number of units.  It should be the division first, 
then the rate application.  Why favour house owners when the Govt 
wants people to live in units?

dinesh purswani Sydney 1001 Australia 12/12/2017 My friends house in Sydney is valued 5x my house in Canberra, yet 
our rates are almost identical! Its not right. Slugging unit owners with 
ridiculous rates is not the only solution, its the easy solution, ACT Gov 
get your act together.

Carlo Estay Sydney 1001 Australia 12/12/2017 Mr Barr government collects revenue and later, this revenue is spent 
on interests of some groups leaving people in need aside. Example: all 
the homeless people in Canberra. In addition, to the new method to 
calculate rates is unfair.

James Alan Nguyen Laverton 3028 Australia 09/02/2018 Renting in Canberra is already getting ridiculous with things like this 
being passed onto tenants. If you want to improve the market without 
having everyone cast a label of greed to landlords, you can start by 
dropping this increase.

Jacinta Lewthwaite 2913 Australia 12/12/2017
I am signing because I downsized my property from 4 bedrooms on a 
large block in Palmerston to a small 3 bedroom unit in Bonner (paying 
full stamp duty) and yet find myself paying almost the same amount 
in rates on the new property.

ciriaco de angelis Canberra 2600 Australia 20/10/2017 Absolutely disgusting , this government is very arrogant and make 
decisions without any mandate from the electorate, I will be doing my 
utmost to see that if they don't reverse this decision that they are 
kicked out of government.

kelly butcher Canberra 2903 Australia 23/01/2018 The increased cost place a large additional financial burden on home 
owners (many of whom already pay additional costs through body 
corporate) and investors while making properties more difficult to sell 
and less desirable to buy.

Paul Downie 2536 Australia 19/10/2017 I have 2 properties in Canberra 1 my elderly parents live in which I 
receive no financial gain as it is not my principal residence it is subject 
additional rates and taxes that have increased significantly with the 
stroke of a pen

Matthew Dando Baulkham Hills 2153 Australia 12/12/2017
Not that many years ago, increases in charges were generally justified 
by the relevant government prior to implementation, but nowadays it 
seems that is not applicable to this ACT Govt and the people affected 
just don't matter!

Stephen Ripszam Australia 13/12/2017
Im signing because the politicians who made this decision are acting 
out of pure greed. Fix the wage of every politician to $50,000/ annum 
and cut the strata rates calculation back down to a  sane level. This is 
ridiculous!



Michael Szymik Australia 12/12/2017
Disgusting Government with their gouging year on year. Just a matter 
of time before I flick my ACT property, it is becoming ridiculously 
unafordableACT property is becoming soiled goods when compared 
to other jurisdictions

Wendy Walker Australia 20/10/2017 Incredibly unfair, it will make it even harder financially for seniors.  
Considering the size of the increase the intention to change the way 
rates are calculated should have been raised at the  time of the last 
election.

rowan maxwell 2620 Australia 18/10/2017 While Canberra is a rich city overall this change hits the middle and 
lower class more. They are obviously not the best political supporters 
of the government so less need to worry about votes ( or doing the 
right thing)

Helen Bessey 2615 Australia 22/10/2017 Many Canberrans living in units and townhouses are retirees and aged 
pensioners.  Coupled with a large reduction in concession rebates this 
is extremely unfair. Will I be voting again for a Barr government. 
........?

mark Johnson Merrylands 2160 Australia 30/01/2018 Small investors / strata owners will inevitably pass increase costs to 
tenants.  Rate increase of 24% and Land Tax increase of 50%. How is 
this justified?Just wait for the outcry when increases are passed to 
tenants.

sai Byreddy Australia 12/12/2017 Most people campaigned against the useless Tram Line... Whats the 
point in having a Tram Line when buses on that line were mostly 
vacant? Now please don't steal from ordinary people to feed the rich 
Tram contractors.

Suzanne Michaelis Ainslie 2602 Australia 13/12/2017 Rates went up for all body corporate residences and not stand alone 
homes - no warning given either.  Should have been everyone in the 
ACT and not just complexes - or no-one at all.  Not manageable on 
small incomes.

David Jones 2905 Australia 13/12/2017
It just looks like another way to pay for the light rail that less than 50% 
of Canberrans will be able use. Most people buy units because they 
can't afford a house. With the increase even that will be out of reach.

Helen Matthews Curtin 2605 Australia 12/12/2017 This is so unfair and penalises those who often are stretched to afford 
housing. The change in methodology to calculate rates is a very unfair 
change which was totally unforeseen when I purchased my new 
residence.

Kerrie MacDonald Australia 23/01/2018 Rates are being raised to pay for decisions made without my 
involvement such as the Mr Fluffy dopiness and the destruction of the 
beauty of Northbourne for a train which will most likely be empty 
middle of the day

Kerrie MacDonald Australia 23/01/2018 Rates are being raised to pay for decisions made without my 
involvement such as the Mr Fluffy dopiness and the destruction of the 
beauty of Northbourne for a train which will most likely be empty 
middle of the day

Christopher Madden Canberra 2603 Australia 12/12/2017 ACT Government Land Tax is excessive, and in my case, costs far more 
than the annual rates bill. Just another government money grab, from 
people trying to improve their lives through investment and personal 
risk.

Graeme Allen Canberra 2600 Australia 19/10/2017 This Local Government is a joke, if the spending keeps up Canberra is 
going tobe in real trouble, they have no respect for people down 
sizing,i feel sorry for the young ones trying to get into the housing 
market.

Jacques Michel Casey 2913 Australia 22/10/2017
We need to think a million times of how we will vote and who both at 
the federal and state levels at the next elections because they are all 
taking us for a ride and do whatever they want on our behalf...........

Tin Leung Belconnen 2617 Australia 14/12/2017 Wonder why retails suffer no growth?  Rates keep going up crazy.  
Gas, electricity costs going up crazy.  Wages stay the same.  Result: no 
money for Xmas.  Hey politicians, we have no money left to be 
squeezed.

Gabby Harrold 2612 Australia 12/12/2017 These rate hikes do not seem to equate to better services.  no wonder 
so many people cannot afford their own homes as these additional 
costs keep being added on!  What are we getting in return for these 
hikes?

Nick Renzullo Rivervale 6103 Australia 24/01/2018
If this keep going, I can't see much point in holding on to my property. 
It has already reached unaffordable levels, I believe most investors 
will have no choice but to sell-up! Shame on you ACT Government....

wayne rose 2906 Australia 15/12/2017 ACT Government should not penalise unit owners. They go back on 
election promises to reduce stamp duty and assured home owners 
would not have exhorbitant rate hikes...well that has not happened in 
either case!

marko draskovic Conder 2906 Australia 20/10/2017 What will happen when all investors pull out of investment 
properties.  The government will have to buy or supply properties for 
rent.  They don't have that money.  More homeless people on the 
street ?  ...

CHRISTOPHER SAUNDERS Waramanga 2611 Australia 15/12/2017
I certainly will NOT be voting for Mr 190% at the next ACT election.For 
a Labor Chief Minister to treat ordinary working class people with 
such contempt is truly a disgrace. &quot;Let them eat cake&quot;.



Olaf Moon Canberra New Mexico 87501 US 15/12/2017
I am signing this because the method of restructuring land tax for 
apartments is grossly unfair, in terms of relativities compared to 
houses. This applies in terms of both comparative services and costs.

Mark Deasy Canberra 2601 Australia 12/10/2017
People should pay their fair share of tax. However, the ACT govt 
should also be encouraging investment medium to high density living 
rather than penalising it. This is also a regressive tax, and unfair.

Julie Crimmins 3043 Australia 12/12/2017
Another increase would definitely mean I would have to consider my 
living options.  Being a sole parent with my teenage children still at 
home another increase of any kind would destroy me financially.

Joao Prego Padstow 2211 Australia 25/10/2017
Canberra just got voted 3rd best city to visit in the world.Its wonderful 
to visit and... the best place to live (if you can afford it)What is going 
on with this government??? What are they thinking??

Thuan Macintyre Belconnen 2617 Australia 04/03/2018
I was relying on the rents from this apartment to entirely fund my 
retirement. The income is now being diminished by the heavy 
increases in land tax and rates. Increasing the rent is not the answer.

Elfriede Budd Ngunnawal 2913 Australia 14/12/2017
I am signing this because the new method of calculating rates, at least 
for Class B strata titles, is grossly unfair and results in our rates being 
much higher than would apply to separate houses.

Julie Wilson 2611 Australia 24/10/2017
As an Aged Pensioner, I would like to be able to Enjoy the rest of my 
life, instead of worrying about increasing Rates and Power costs -- 
which will mean a life of simply Existing for many of us.

Di Kimpton Fairfield 2165 Australia 12/12/2017
Why are increasing taxes always seen as the answer! You can’t tell me 
there isn’t lots of money wasted in Canberra on ridiculous local 
government decisions! Try looking for savings there first!

Andrew Sutton 2612 Australia 12/12/2017
I am sick and tired of this Government continuing to gouge ratepayers 
to pay for their ongoing proficacy especially to help pay for the 
greatest white elephant our city has and will ever see.

One of Many # 2600 Australia 12/12/2017
The calculations are wrong, they are punishing older Australians who 
downsized, many will struggle to pay the rates if they continue to 
increase. Fix it Barr, or we seniors will vote you out!

dasherid@bigpond.com 
Sheridan

2905 Australia 19/10/2017
Over $4000 a year for rates in Theodore. Not on. And while I am at it, 
just about every local council provides green bins and council pick up 
a few times a year. I think we deserve the same.

Margaret Cox Curtin 2605 Australia 12/12/2017
With all the apartments being built in Canberra, seems that this is just 
a tax grab. Unfair that the calculation was changed without public 
consultation. Very short-sighted. Time to rethink.

Robert DAVIES Sydney 1001 Australia 18/10/2017
As Mark Twain said ... "If voting made a difference, they wouldn't let 
us do it!"   Oh yes .. we voted against self government in 1988: but the 
Hawke/Keating government gave it to us anyway.

Malcolm Price 2015 Australia 13/12/2017
What extra services do we get for this ridiculous and unjustified hike 
in rates? This grab for money  to solve the Governments poor 
financial administration should be rescinded immediately.

William &  Jacqueline Toy Canberra 2614 Australia 12/12/2017
An enormous increase not justified and money grabbing against those 
that can least afford it.  Wheres the incentive for older people to 
downsize when rates are so high on smaller dwellings.

Yili Zhu 2611 Australia 02/01/2018
The increase to rental property cost across the board will ultimately 
born by the renters.  This is not a tax on the &quot;rich&quot; 
investors, but a charge to the people who have to rent.

Betty Meehan Australia 24/10/2017
As a self-funded retiree I am trying to be self sufficient using the 
savings I have at my disposal. Increases make this very difficult. Is the 
Government inviting me to become a Pensioner?

Sue Bowker 2580 Australia 18/10/2017
They needs money to also buy the Greens which they will always need 
to stay in Government, this will only ever get worse given the election 
results in the ACT is almost always predictable.

Vivienne Jeffery Mckellar 2617 Australia 14/11/2017
Suburb address for above photo and name is incorrect.  My suburb 
address is Calwell NOT McKellar.  Local govt is double dipping and 
discriminating against people living in body corporates.

wayne rose 2906 Australia 24/01/2018
Greedy ACT Government. Unfair tax for strata properties. A family 
member with a house on a block twice the size of our unit block, pays 
$400 less in rates. How is that fair or reasonable?

Adrian Fitzpatrick Kingston 2604 Australia 10/02/2018
No more hikes on land rates for apartments that are not appreciating 
because you've flooded the market with the building of new 
apartments!!! Barr this bloke from doing anymore damage!!!



james burton Currumbin 4223 Australia 23/01/2018
this is a grab from the ACT GOVERNMENT trying to finance the train 
and landholders have to put up rents to cover their costs. we are 
providing accommodation that the gov should be doing

Julie Wilson 2611 Australia 24/10/2017
I live in a townhouse;  am on the Aged Pension, and would like to Live 
and enjoy the rest of my life rather than just having to Exist.  Such an 
increase in my townhouse Rates HURTS !!!!

Emmanuel Renaut 2614 Australia 23/10/2017
I believe the increase in rates and land tax is unreasonable. I rely on 
the property income for my retirement. What is the point if the rental 
income goes to paying expenses and taxes.

Jason Gallagher Curtin 2605 Australia 12/12/2017
The rates rise completely ignores the savings made by government in 
the more effective use of land, and the lessened amenities (garbage, 
sewerage etc) compared to an established house.

Gary Jackson Canberra 2601 Australia 02/03/2018
Land tax is way out of kilter with all other states. It is successive 
labour governments with little business understanding - taxing 
business as hard as they can the pay for the tram.

Penelope Ramsay 2604 Australia 23/01/2018
The large increase of Rates and land Tax for strata residences is 
unreasonable, and will lead to a general difficulty in availability of 
accommodation for those seeking it in the ACT.

dasherid@bigpond.com 
Sheridan

2905 Australia 19/10/2017
Over $4000 a year for rates in Theodore. Not on. And while I am at it, 
just about every local council provides green bins and council pick up 
of rubbish. I think we deserve the same.

Jennifer Limbrick Australia 09/02/2018
Sold a property to enable me to take Sold a Sold a house to take 
advantage of downsizing for a financially more comfortable 
retirement   Doesn’t  look like it was a good decision.

David Bottom Cooma 2630 Australia 02/02/2018 Eight hundred dollars a quarter land tax on a unit what a joke where's 
the incentive to invest in the ACT, such an easy money grab to pay for 
a tram.               overspending.

Lauren McGann 2604 Australia 12/12/2017
This increase is unfairly and more significantly detrimental to unit and 
townhouse owners across the ACT and far outstrips wage growth or 
any other general living cost indices.

CHRISTOPHER Goyne 2617 Australia 21/01/2018

But there is also the rate increases for detached houses and the 
deliberate intention to get rid of all detached housing blocks. Living in 
apartments is grossly mover rated. P

Luke Wise 2904 Australia 12/12/2017
This is criminal! It is debilitating and adds so much stress to an already 
massive burden. The Barr government needs to be held accountable 
for what they are doing to families

Maureen French 2600 Australia 15/12/2017

Many people, like me, have downsized to an apartment as we age and 
retire. Mr Barr you are hurting this sector of the community! We are 
not wealthy investors but we do vote !!

Michael Lawson 2601 Australia 12/12/2017

It is just a blatant revenue grab by the Barr ALP-Greens alliance, who 
have also slowed down the abolition of stamp duty on property, so 
they get two bites of the same cherry.

Jing Lin Ngunnawal 2913 Australia 13/12/2017
ACT needs to attract more residents to develop its economic retail 
industry，with the increased rates and tax，there will be less and 
less people residing in this small city！

James Patrick Donald 
Hodgman

2600 Australia 21/12/2017
I'm signing because a competent Government should be able to fund 
its infrastructure and services efficiently by more means than just 
constantly raising rates and charges

Maureen Hanisch 2607 Australia 23/01/2018

This government has already increased rates by 300% over the last 
seven years. How can these costs be sustainable when incomes 
remain almost static? Come on chaps, think!

Christopher Silva Australia 28/01/2018
A 500% increase in rates over a couple of years is not acceptable. This 
should have been grandfathered. This would have an overall impact 
on the cost of rent to tenants.

Debi Kerr 2604 Australia 18/10/2017
We work hard to make sure we are not a burden on the welfare 
system as we age & this does not support the effort we make. Why 
are we continually punished for having a go

David Guo 2617 Australia 12/12/2017

As the ongoing light rail project has caused a big financial black hole, 
the ACT government enforces its resident to fill up by paying higher 
Council Rate and Land Tax.



Gabrielle Schell Farrer 2607 Australia 02/02/2018
Unit land rates same as residential properties without same services - 
I can see in the near future that people on fixed incomes will not be 
able to manage rising costs

Zorik Avakian 2089 Australia 19/10/2017 Dishonourable ACT Government: if you need extra cash, then go deal 
it from your billionaire buddies who pay less tax than all of us do!! 
This country has hit a new low!

Nirmali Wijayatilake 2904 Australia 23/01/2018 There has been a huge increase in land tax and rates this financial 
year which is unreasonable!  We are not getting any additional 
benefits for the increased payments.

Russell thompson wurtulla QLD 4575 Australia 21/10/2017 Simply put, it is not a fair methodology for rating properties. It has 
been rushed through without consideration for the financial impact it 
has on people. Disgusting.

Arthur Lagos Canberra 2603 Australia 02/02/2018

A rates and land tax increase over over 50%. The monopoly that the 
Barr Government has on revenue is unacceptable.  What happened to 
driving efficiency in government?

Louis De Stoop Taichung Taiwan 12/12/2017

As a young professional, meeting day-to-day expenses plus monthly 
P&I repayments, this is not something that is relatively affordable to 
me! Please sign the petition!

Merrelin Robbins 2601 Australia 12/12/2017 My son is on NDIS and a very restricted income.  This increase on may 
well mean he has to move back in with his elderly parents when all he 
wants is his independence.

George Nikulin Baulkham Hills 2153 Australia 13/12/2017 Just another example of the ACT government driving investment out 
of Canberra. If this rise goes ahead I will sell all my ACT investment 
properties and buy elsewhere

Glenn Williams 2914 Australia 12/12/2017 Typical Barr and Rattenbury. Paying for their tram anyway they can. 
Parking, rego, land tax, rates all going up but stamp duty isn't coming 
down as fast as promised.

Irene Hazilias Canberra ACT 2613 Australia 19/10/2017 People choosing to live as part of compact community should be 
encouraged - not punished. These rate rises are ridiculously unfair 
and not appropriately thought out.

Joseph Bartmanovich Canberra 2600 Australia 31/10/2017 Silly way to get revenue, please stop trying to be like Germany, they 
might have a great export manufacturing sector but they also have a 
huge underclass of people.

Pramod Mainali Peakhurst 2210 Australia 31/01/2018 Gov wants more n more not thinking to build the nation... Why why 
increase tax every often with small strata owners?? Sick and tired to 
see increase in land tax....

Shalveen Prasad Lilyfield 2040 Australia 12/12/2017
This is a very unfair way to raise money. It is always the same case, 
slug the general public whenever the government needs 
money....mismanagement 101 right there!!

Elizabeth Forbes 2601 Australia 23/01/2018
I'm concerned about increased costs of home ownership in the ACT 
and given increased amounts of building density a decrease or 
sluggish growth in property value.

Dianne Warwick 2570 Australia 24/01/2018
The large increases in rates and land tax are unfair to owners. The 
government is happy to have investment in the ACT yet imposing 
large penalties on investors.

Karen Urbani 2604 Australia 12/12/2017 With the rise in rates, electricity and other services I am being priced 
out of my own home. I am just a sole owner, not a millionaire with 
multiple properties.

KATHIRAVELPILLAI 
NADANACHANDRAN

Artarmon 2064 Australia 07/02/2018 The rate rise is unconscionable. The ACT Government is killing the 
goose that lays the golden egg. Rate rise will discourage investment 
and push up the rents.

John Robinson Australia 12/12/2017 This rate hike is unacceptable, unfair and inequitable and would 
appear to have not been thought through with sufficient 
consideration for the end user - Us!

Stephen Payne Ainslie 2602 Australia 22/10/2017 This is just highway robbery - I don't see any change in the services we 
receive as these are now worse than ever. Very poor - need this fixed 
so it is fair.

Sue Bowker 2580 Australia 18/10/2017
The ACT Government needs more money to entertain the north side 
who would keep them in Government. They have the monopoly in 
Canberra why would they consult?

William Brooke Banjup 6164 Australia 12/12/2017 Many of the ACT's rates and charges are already higher than those 
elsewhere in Australia. The last thing we need is a further increase! 
This from Perth, WA.

John Fairhall Merrylands 2160 Australia 19/10/2017 If this applied to new residents who were aware of what was to be 
charged then OK but for existing establishments to have this dropped 
on them, its not on.

Samuel Cornell Australia 19/10/2017 Purchasers who bought prior to the change payed the un-discounted 
stamp duty and will then have to pay the increasing rates, so hit twice 
by this change.

PETER MOORE 2536 Australia 12/12/2017 The changes are discriminatory and will drive rents even higher. 
Dumb policy. Further reflects the gouging by government in the real 
estate "cash cow".

Max Moeller Aranda 2614 Australia 13/12/2017 If B/Corp fees and rates  rise AGAIN it will affect renters who are 
already doing it quite tough in one of the most expensive cities in the 
world now.



Bruce AMBROSE Miami 33178 Australia 12/12/2017 Shows that ACT Government politicians don't care about people 
renting who end up paying higher rents because of the politicians 
grab for extra money.

Lynn Rackley Canberra 2603 Australia 20/10/2017 There are a lot of single parents who live in units and town houses - 
this is hitting the people with the least ability to pay and is totally 
unfair.

Rasika Perera Braddon 2612 Australia 12/02/2018 It is very hard to understand why this much of rate increase during 
last 3-4 years. Once it (land tax) increased from $99 to $299, a 300% 
increase.

Vicki Klouth 2605 Australia 18/10/2017 The ACT Government is again gouging money unfairly and without 
consultation.  Whatever happened to the concept of open and 
transparent government �

Russell Jordan 2484 Australia 17/10/2017 To lobby the ACT Government to redress this unfair, inequitable, and 
underhanded recalculation of the methodology to assess Rates and 
Land Taxes.

Peter Salapatas Turner 2612 Australia 17/01/2018 Apartment owners are being disproportionately affected by the 
increases. It would appear that the ACT Government has identified a 
new cash cow.

Cheryl Bason Canberra 2606 Australia 16/11/2017 Apartment owners will have to pass on the increased cost to renters 
resulting in more people not being able to afford day to day living 
costs.

Lenz Michael Ainslie 2602 Australia 12/12/2017 I agree - owner occupiers are disadvantaged. We downsized to a Unit 
to make a smaller ecological footprint, but we are now penalised 
unfairly.

merrilyn fahey canberra 2612 Australia 07/01/2018  am signing this petition because my  income is limited.this decision 
by an out of touch government, is impacting unfairly on my life as i 
age

Ali Goudarzi Auburn 2144 Australia 19/10/2017 Barr government wants to cash out from the pockets of STRATA TITLE 
holders for his ambitiously and unnecessary light rails. MR Barr back 
off.

Belinda Spouncer Canberra 3000 Australia 30/10/2017 This is an unreasonable increase clearly a grab for cash with no 
appreciation of how the average person can meet such a significant 
increase.

John Chan Canberra 2606 Australia 12/12/2017 This would dampen investment incentives and there is no incentive to 
entice investment to housing in ACT, particularly when compared to 
Vic.

Maria Dealy Canberra 2601 Australia 19/10/2017
Clearly these rate rises have not been well thought out and will affect 
many people, particularly those who are downsizing to reduce costs.

Vicki Smith 2536 Australia 14/12/2017
As an investor, I will look at pulling out of the Canberra property 
market if this unfair rates calculation is not reversed and backdated.

Emille sempio 2145 Australia 20/10/2017
I was shocked to get a bill for $459, and they want this quarterly? This 
needs to be reversed ASAP! Its more than the bloody council rate

Ouy Tang Jong Australia 23/01/2018
Why do I have to pay more for leaving a smaller footprint and using 
less resources? Is it because I am not supporting the bloated unions?

John Dale Canberra 2612 Australia 19/10/2017
Equitable distribution of the tax take is fair, this isn't.  A government 
that wants high density housing, then punishes it. Ridiculous.

Jyotsna Talwar Tuggeranong 2900 Australia 26/10/2017
I hope they correct it. It is insane. More money out of working class's 
pocket. This will definitely be remembered at the next election.

Nick Forshteyn 2914 Australia 18/10/2017
The Land Tax for my apartment unit has doubled, from  $200 to 
almost $500. I think it's really unfair, with all other costs on the rise.

Nick Renzullo Rivervale 6103 Australia 25/01/2018
At this rate I can no longer afford to hold on to my investment 
property. I am seriously considering selling up if this is not reversed.

Sian Day Australia 20/10/2017
And it will keep going. What about the poor retirees, Pay their rates or 
turn the heater on? Will only be able to afford one. Not fair.

Loan Trn Queanbeyan 2620 Australia 12/12/2017
The rents will need to be increased to meet the high cost of rates and 
land tax which in turn causes housing affordability issues....

Jeannie Gray 2614 Australia 19/10/2017
I was appalled at this sudden increase which seems very unfair 
especially to owners of smaller properties lime townhouses and flats.

Daniel Villinger London 2293 Australia 13/12/2017
as self-funded retirees, we rely on income from our rental.the income 
is getting less and less thanks to the ACT labor government!

Parwin Azimi Wolli Creek 2205 Australia 12/12/2017
The rates and land tax is really too much to pay for my one bed room 
flat. Unfortunately, it is still increased. It is not fair.

Greg Hayes Forde 2914 Australia 08/01/2018
Greedy governments with little regard for tthe constituents! Shame 
on you all no matter what side of politics your are from!!!!

peter andersen Torrens 2607 Australia 19/10/2017
The way all governments waste our tax payers money makes me sick 
to the core!!!   Stop increasing taxes so you can waste more.

Phil Lowen Deakin 2600 Australia 23/01/2018
We scaled down to small footprint for economy and retirement and 
now I’m angry I’m being penalized !!! It’s a unfair tax grab.



Phil Lowen Deakin 2600 Australia 23/01/2018
We scaled down to small footprint for economy and retirement and 
now I’m angry I’m being penalized !!! It’s a unfair tax grab.

Sonja Rado Bossley Park 2176 Australia 20/10/2017
I agree the ACT Government unfairly restructured the methodology 
applied to determine rates and land tax for strata residences

jon gaul 2548 Australia 12/12/2017
because the Labor/Green alliance is transforming the ACT into the sol 
surviving Marxiststronghold in the southern hemisphere.

Scott Cadden Padstow 2211 Australia 08/10/2017
Look at the so called " betterment tax" for seperate title dwellings the 
ACT Government introduced in July this year as well.

GEORGE KYRGIOS Darwin 812 Australia 01/11/2017
Yet another money grab and as usual &quot;act before 
thinking&quot;  totally this increase is  unjustified and not warranted

Jenna Macdonald-Golden 2913 Australia 18/10/2017
The rates are insane, especially for us hard working single parents 
trying to pay off a mortgage and raise kids in Canberra.

Robert DAVIES Sydney 1001 Australia 18/10/2017
Yet another increase that won't be factored into the so-called "cost-of-
living" adjustments to pensions and superannuation.

William Crowe Banks 2906 Australia 23/01/2018 Reprehensible by this Labour Government 'For the people' - Yeah 
Right!   But folks voted for Light Rail ~ there's the cost.

Katharine Boyd Wetherill Park 2164 Australia 12/12/2017 the tax collection of the act gov is obscene, rates, stamp duty, land tax 
the list goes on all way too high and increasing

Stewart Lee Canley Vale 2166 Australia 12/12/2017
Seems to be an unfair impost on unit owners to assist the government 
in a poor attempt to balance the budget. Very unfair.

Adrienne La Grange Central District Hong Kong 19/10/2017
I own a flat in Canberra and believe this is a sustainable housing 
choice for which I should not be financially penalised

Choon Shyang Lai Narangba 4504 Australia 22/01/2018
This increase in rates has a direct impact on housing affordability. 
Moreover the person who pays gets nothing in return.

Shirley Bolton 2903 Australia 06/11/2017
Rent from 2 units our our income.  The government is greedily 
eroding this with  land tax and rate. To pay for a train??

Janet Craig 2604 Australia 13/12/2017

Rates increases should be in line with economic indicators and 
applied in an equal and just manner to ALL rate payers.

Michael Parsons Canberra 2600 Australia 25/10/2017
Gas, water, electricity, rego, insurance, rates and land tax all are going 
up in the same time, so what next??????????

Peter Carter 2904 Australia 21/10/2017

I'm sick of handing money over to the ACT government hand over fist 
for nothing! Hopefully I'll be leaving very soon!

Andy Lance 2913 Australia 18/12/2017

ACT and federal government fees are extremely high as it is and 
raising taxes on apartment owners is grossly unfair.

John Molony 2614 Australia 19/10/2017
A grave injustice has been perpetrated by the ACT government which 
will have a serious effect at the next election.

Pradeep Goyal Balwyn North VIC 3104 Australia 12/12/2017 I feel that I had the double whammy of paying high stamp duties and 
now high rates in order to reduce stamp duties.

Bron G 2604 Australia 26/10/2017
As a young first home owner,  its disappointing that the increases are 
making it unaffordable to keep my apartment

Kathy Salter Dickson 2602 Australia 21/10/2017
Sadly we are paying for so much less.  It will make it impossible for 
young people to buy and maintain a property.

Valerie Arekion 2600 Australia 12/12/2017
I am a concerned resident of Canberra, and additional increase in land 
taxes will present a major financial burden

Abigail Humphreys Katoomba 2780 Australia 24/01/2018
I've down sixes to strata and would be horrified if this happened 
Strata fees are already high plus council rates

David Harrison 2603 Australia 24/10/2017 The change to the rates calculation is unfair because it discriminates 
against the owners and occupiers of units.

Linda Booth 2606 Australia 15/02/2018 I live in a strata residence and rates have risen very sharply, making it 
difficult to meet costs of daily living

Paul Middleton Ainslie 2602 Australia 12/12/2017
Local government once again picking the &quot;low hanging 
fruit&quot; at budget time. The inequity is a disgrace.

Zafar Ahmad Hughes 2605 Australia 02/02/2018 Simply outrageous and greedy and unsustainable increases in land tax 
and rates. This govt and system need change.

paul Humphreys Canberra 2603 Australia 23/10/2017 It represents a money grab of significant proportion.  Rule 1 don't 
trust politicians.  Rule 2 adhere to Rule 1.

Rodney & Robyn Gibb 2913 Australia 17/01/2018 We already pay our rates which inflated in 2017. Why should we pay 
above what a single freestanding dwelling pay

Simon Morris 2580 Australia 19/10/2017 I do not agree with the way the rates and land taxes are being levied 
on units in strata residential complexes.



Daniel Munk Oatlands, NSW 2117 Australia 17/12/2017

ACT is already over taxed, the incompetence of the Labour and the 
Greens in money management is mind boggling.

Julie Sienkowski 2607 Australia 13/11/2017 The old way of calculating rates on strata property was fair. To change 
it without consultation was underhand.

Frank Leong Kuala Lumpur Malaysia 22/10/2017
Government should manage its finance properly and don't an easy 
way out by unreasonably increasing the taxes!

Jessica Buttrey 2913 Australia 23/01/2018 Paying extra rates for a tram shouldn’t be how revenue is raised. We 
paid enough and now we have to pay more!

Peter Leemhuis 2606 Australia 12/12/2017
This is an easy target for hard working people. Government miss 
management is a real problem here in the ACT.

Alberto Giberti 2607 Australia 06/12/2017 People can't afford any increasing, the average person and family 
struggle to make ends meet.Totally unjust.

Gabrielle Schell Farrer 2607 Australia 22/01/2018 Rates now are the same as that paid on a single suburban residence 
without the same services being offered.

Neil Phillis 2036 Australia 10/10/2017 The thin edge of the wedge policy in action: start small, then progress 
to nation wide, watch out Australia

Neil Phillis 2036 Australia 10/10/2017 The thin edge of the wedge policy in action: start small, then progress 
to nation wide, watch out Australia

Caroline Mitchell 2450 Australia 12/12/2017 These increases do not reflect any increase in services. Most of 
Canberra still does not have green bins.

Viv Rail 4884 Australia 12/12/2017 Don Rail this government does not care about the little person.  RIP 
good government bad Govt for 20yrs!

STEL MISSIKOS Kaleen 2617 Australia 29/01/2018
WE ARE ALSO LOOKING AT HAVING TO SELL OUR STRATA UNIT... ITS 
JUST TO HARD WITH ALL THESE FEES AND TAXES

Garry Jobson 2904 Australia 12/12/2017 An unashamed money grab by the ACT Gov.  Totally inequitable in 
regard to services provided to owners.

Jack Aroo Edmond Oklahoma 73013 US 23/01/2018 In the USA, this type of thing never happens because it goes to a vote 
from the people. This is theft.

Catherine Wilson 4565 Australia 25/10/2017 The increase is completely unreasonable and significantly impacts 
already pressured property owners!

Jane Fennell Canberra 2611 Australia 29/01/2018 Compounding costs are making it difficult for your average person to 
survive when owning a property.

Lorna Cuneo 2614 Australia 19/10/2017 I'm signing because I live in a town house and I do not want my rates 
increased by that huge margin"

Roma Henshaw 2914 Australia 02/02/2018 My property is no longer a rental, can't keep up with the land tax, 
rates and property manager fees.

Ron Mclean Perth 6151 Australia 19/10/2017 The unfair raising of land tax for apartment owners.The increase is 
unjust and should be reassessed.

Susan Aspinall Chiswick 2046 Australia 25/01/2018 The tax and rates increase is causing me to reconsider the ACT as a 
quality and reliable investment.

Julie Wood 2904 Australia 12/12/2017 Your rates increase is killing me ACT Labor! I have had to shave the 
food budget to make ends meet.

Robert DAVIES Sydney 1001 Australia 18/10/2017 They've been clinging on to office for far too long..  and are arrogantly 
taking us all for granted

Anne Kent Canberra 2601 Australia 23/10/2017 You can thanks the tram that is coming, the money has to come from 
somewhere so why not tax payers

Fiona Kemp 2602 Australia 12/12/2017 I own an apartment in Canberra and have noticed the considerable 
rise.  It seems like greed to me.

katarina scerba Richardson 2905 Australia 19/10/2017 Hard to believe it !!!!! significant increase again? Where is the lucky 
country to live in????????

Ray O'Toole 2903 Australia 21/10/2017 Hopefully we will remember the way the current ACT Government has 
treated us at the next election!

Yili Zhu 2611 Australia 24/10/2017 This cost eventually goes to the renter who are the least able to cope 
with increased living cost.

Andrew Mc Canaberra 5000 Australia 23/10/2017 Once again those that do their best to contribute, are the ones that 
end up filling budget holes.

David Perfrement Canberra 2600 Australia 31/10/2017 Units are not comparable to free-standing houses, and shouldn't be 
taxed like they are the same.

Herve Meslin 2903 Australia 12/12/2017 Why are all politicians of all parties so greedy? Any though for 
sustainability in the long run?

Robyn Burgers 2794 Australia 27/12/2017 Rediculous decision, I don't live in Canberra, but even I can see. It's 
going to be a money pit.

Andrew Macleod 2615 Australia 23/01/2018 I have been supporting a tenant on disability pension by freezing rent 
for the last 3 years.  I

Don Kazias Moorebank 1875 Australia 12/12/2017 Is this to pay for the stupidly priced light rail that only services a small 
part of Canberra?.

Emanuel Zagrapan Charnwood 2615 Australia 20/10/2017 My yearly rates increased from AUD1760 to AUD2350 this year. What 
is going to happen next year?

prue cullen 2829 Australia 13/12/2017 Rate increase should be in line with economic indicators and applied 
equally to all rate payers

Alan Arab Canberra 2603 Australia 27/10/2017 yes the light rail tax!! small amount of people benefits but paid by 
everyone!! not sure why!!

Mark Northcott Canberra 2612 Australia 27/01/2018 The governments reasons for the rise are blatantly wrong and a 
misrepresentation of the truth.

Susan Ball Belconnen 2617 Australia 14/12/2017 The government asks seniors to downsize and then changes the rules 
on rates. This is our home.

Denise Wilson 2601 Australia 20/10/2017 Under this calculation if you thought this year's rates were bad, wait 
till next year . . . .



Janet Salinas Forde 2914 Australia 19/10/2017 Another burden for oldies to carry!! My husband and I are at the stage 
of saying 'What next?'

Linda Mehrtens Sydney 1001 Australia 14/02/2018 I hate money grabs like this, quite unfair. Let governments get more 
efficient in other areas

Sian Day Australia 20/10/2017 I agree Wendy, I think they are the biggest losers in this and another 
worry they don't need.

Denis Molony Canberra 2603 Australia 12/12/2017 What's with the scumbag attempt to get votes on unconnected 
topics? Crappy move, change.org!

Elizabeth Gilbertson Braddon 2612 Australia 15/02/2018 Bit unfair given they don't even collect our garbage - we have to pay 
contractors for that.

Michele Hayne Canberra 2611 Australia 19/10/2017 Disgusting.  Especially in a time when utilities have sky-rocketed and 
wage growth stunted.

Patrick O’Brien Lidcombe 2141 Australia 12/12/2017 Disproportionate rate rise, which is obviously designed to fund the 
ACT’s white elephant...

Jenny Pekin Calwell Australia 29/01/2018 I'm signing because I want to know how this may  impact us as strata 
residents in Canberra

Gordon Henderson Greenway 2900 Australia 19/10/2017 A gross misuse of a position of power. More of the "take from the 
small to feed the big".

Graham Hatch 2911 Australia 12/12/2017 It is unfair just a greedy government doing illegal and crooked things 
to fund its unions

John Currie Australia 26/10/2017 Stop paying so many ACT bureaucrats to not work and you can 
reverse this stupid decision.

Neville Smith 2914 Australia 30/10/2017 This is unfair and a burden on home buyers. I hope the government 
understands our plight.

Shirley Scholte 2905 Australia 18/10/2017 I am signing because my rates increased by 25% this year which is way 
too much in one go.

Dipti Malhotra 2914 Australia 23/10/2017 Government should not increase the rates. This is absolutely unfair 
for Canberra people.

Kerry Macklin 2904 Australia 05/02/2018 These unexpected changes for owners of these properties are 
creating a financial burden.

Keshav Goel 2607 Australia 12/12/2017 Rates and Land tax too high.  On the other side politicians are talking 
about low rents.

Anne Raymond 2027 Australia 09/02/2018 Very bad for the long term forStrata rates and bad government policy 
for the consumer.

Geraldine Schirmer 2536 Australia 18/12/2017 Strata property owner dissatisfied with current level of escalating 
government charges

Bob Lowry 2620 Australia 23/01/2018 Lets keep things in proportion and in line with  the indexation that 
pensioners get.

Kevin Donnelly Sydney 2000 Australia 17/02/2018 I agree The lack of research into actual costs has not been justified by 
the raise.

Rade Kosanovic Australia 22/10/2017 Rates are out of control with no increase in services or any genuine 
justification.

Matilda Macheka Bentley 6102 Australia 28/10/2017 This increase in rates will hurt pensioners who have invested in these 
properties.

Myob Net Homebush 2140 Australia 24/10/2017 It's a sneaky way to further squeezing the pockets of the working class 
- renters.

Syed Husain 2913 Australia 12/12/2017 Totally unfair, specially for owner occupants who has no investment 
property(ies).

Di Kimpton Fairfield 2165 Australia 12/12/2017 This is ridiculous - no new taxes - try managing/spending the money 
more wisely!

Kate Gordon Sydney 1001 Australia 12/12/2017 Greedy ACT government cashing in on the increase of apartment 
owners in the ACT.

Kerry Tronerud Ainslie 2602 Australia 12/12/2017 Why should we all be penalised to pay for a light rail that most will 
never use.

Rebecca Mills 2905 Australia 18/10/2017 I own a strata titled house and the rates and land tax is more then i 
can afford

Ron Mclean Perth 6151 Australia 19/10/2017 An unjust raise in rates.Unfair government decision.Revenue raising 
all the way.

Cherry Bailey 2611 Australia 23/01/2018 This affects me directly as a property owner and it is generally just 
NOT FAIR.

Mal Tarbuck Canberra 2601 Australia 23/01/2018 the higher rates are to pay for a train that will only serve a select 
few.wrong

Frances Sorensen Castlecrag 2068 Australia 19/10/2017 This impacts members of my family - it is just another tax for ordinary 
people

Lorraine Kershaw O'Connor 2602 Australia 23/01/2018 This is a significant increase, and not supported by a clear rationale 
for it.

Vijay Gakhar 2601 Australia 13/10/2017 Constantly increasing the tax burden on the community is a very 
unfair system.

Caroline Dunny Australia 09/03/2018 I suggest all you people write submissions as I have - THIS IS VERY 
IMPORTANT

Sue McShane Canberra 2604 Australia 12/12/2017 I am an apartment owner and this is completely unfair to be charged 
this way.

Anne Fredrickson Canberra 2615 Australia 18/12/2017 The Government are just money grabbers At the expense of the 
everyday people

Dee Sisomphou 2603 Australia 22/10/2017 Mortgages are right enough without further costs to home and 
property owners

Frank Alles Blacktown 2148 Australia 12/12/2017 Very unfair on rate payers, what about first home buyers dont have a 
chance.

Jason Irving Deakin 2600 Australia 12/12/2017 This is a cash grab with no proof that the Canberra government 
spends wisely

Rajive Jayawardena Giralang 2617 Australia 19/10/2017 This government has lost the plot. Definitely voting Liberal next 
elections.

Zorik Avakian 2089 Australia 19/10/2017 Daylight robbery!!! What country are we living in?? Voting liberal next 
time



Chris Mitchell 2617 Australia 14/02/2018 I have paid high stamp duty,  then they lowered stamp duty and 
raised rates

Craig Gilbank Canberra 4817 Australia 12/12/2017 Andrew Barr is a criminal, he does care about the people in this 
Territory!

John Molony 2614 Australia 19/10/2017 A gross injustice pays its own price as the ACT government will 
experience.

Shahid Naeem Forde 2914 Australia 19/10/2017 It is unfair on the part of ACT government to increase rates in such a 
way.

Stephen Roberts Canberra 2600 Australia 15/12/2017 This is the most unfair act by a government in the ACT in my living 
memory.

Paul Smith Ainslie 2602 Australia 22/10/2017 Our rates have now doubled in the past 5 years after buying our 
townhouse!

Raylee Huggett Brisbane 4300 Australia 12/12/2017 This will impact on a family member’s ability to lead an independent 
life.

Sandy Karlin Caulfield North 3161 Australia 02/03/2018 I want to buy into Canberra from Sydney but am so amazed by the 
ACT rates.

Diane Philp 2905 Australia 18/10/2017 This effects members of my family and friends now and me when I 
downsize.

Rose Bud 2800 Australia 23/01/2018
As an owner of a unit I find this extra financial burden is unacceptable.

Rose Bud 2800 Australia 23/01/2018
As an owner of a unit I find this extra financial burden is unacceptable.

tien nguyen 2912 Australia 13/12/2017 Because I live here In the Act and don't agree with such a high 
increase.

Adrian Walker Canberra 2600 Australia 23/10/2017
I believe the increase in rates is disproportionate and unfairly applied

Ali Marley 2604 Australia 12/12/2017
Is this so you can pay for a light rail that no one wanted or will use??

Claire Chhor Australia 12/12/2017 Every Australian deserves a fair go... Governments are not above the 
law

Helen Semler North Hobart 7000 Australia 19/10/2017 I believe this is a very important issue to bring before the 
government.

Joe Box 2905 Australia 12/12/2017 this is just an easy tax grab for the Government - incompetent 
managers

Khushbir Johar Canberra 2600 Australia 04/02/2018
The increase is extra ordinary.   Politicians involved need to re think

William Unsworth Pyrmont 2009 Australia 14/02/2018
It is an outrageous increase and will only increase rents in the A.C.T.

Aleisha Crabb Kambah 2902 Australia 12/12/2017
There is only so much I can pay before I start becoming unable to eat!

Barbara Court 2614 Australia 19/10/2017
It is an unfair tax, particularly as so many older folk are downsizing

Caroline White 2913 Australia 12/12/2017 Wen a unit in the ACT and the rates are very high compared to a 
house.

David Heins 2614 Australia 12/12/2017 The ACT Government are stifling investment, they are a pack of 
thieves

mandi stevenson 2548 Australia 24/01/2018
Owning a Unit in Canberra is becoming a non viable return on capital.

Naomi Newton 2914 Australia 12/12/2017
I believe this to be an excessive, unfair, and unjustified rate rise.

Susanne Hopman Macquarie 2614 Australia 12/12/2017 Is this a Labor government or a Liberal government??????Bit 
confused.

Barry Melgaard Brisbane 4012 Australia 02/11/2017
Totally unjustified, another reason not to invest or live in the ACT

CHRISTOPHER SAUNDERS Waramanga 2611 Australia 15/12/2017
Mr Barr, you have become arrogant, and an out of touch Labor leader.

James O'Sullivan Australia 18/12/2017
I am a self funded retired carer and believe this is grossly unfair.

rahmi Gusnetti 2067 Australia 23/01/2018
This is unacceptable,  I am struggling to pay this increase, unfair.

Russ Disbrey 2602 Australia 19/10/2017
Revenue raising with no real reason other than to line their pockets

Robin Kavanagh Braddon 2612 Australia 23/01/2018
I urge everyone to get on board with this very important petition

Andrew Langshaw 2903 Australia 23/10/2017
I believe the dramatic increase in rates is just not good enough

nityanand gowda 560004 India 13/12/2017
We are already stressed with interest rates and high home prices

Rebecca Guyer 2905 Australia 05/02/2018
I am an apartment owner and completely agree with this petition.

Shane Mann 2612 Australia 15/02/2018
I believe the increases are excessive,  unjustified, and unfair.

Barbara Spottiswood Mississauga L5L3A7 Canada 21/10/2017 I believe that everyone in the ACT has the right to fair taxes.
Lindie Madigan 2720 Australia 20/10/2017 Our family is being unfairly treated because of their location.
Lisette Robey 2913 Australia 18/10/2017 It's a simple case of fairness and should at least be reviewed.
Mark Setter 804 Australia 19/10/2017

The proposed increase is grossly unfair and counter productive.
Sue Roche 2606 Australia 18/10/2017

I believe the changes are unnecessarily severe for home owners.
siv chhor 2603 Australia 12/12/2017 Canberrans are already paying higher rates than NSW  as it is.
Steven Pitson Canberra 2600 Australia 23/10/2017

Another inappropriate increase by our current local government
Judith McClelland Australia 08/11/2017 An excessive increase for such a small property with no land.
Linda Charnock 2905 Australia 20/10/2017 Because How rates are charged needs to be equitable for all.



Samantha Smith 2617 Australia 19/10/2017 I live in an apartment and am not happy with the high rates!
Wendy Meads 2904 Australia 23/10/2017

My rates have risen substantially under the Barr Government,
Anna Clancy ACT 2602 Australia 23/01/2018 I’m signing because this is an unfair increase in land tax.
Anna Tejeda Hawthorn 3122 Australia 24/10/2017 Lets hope by taking some action the Barr gove will now act.
Chris Osborn Dickson 2602 Australia 14/12/2017 I think the situation in Canberra is getting out of control
Kier Gregg 2602 Australia 29/01/2018 Strata unit owner We would be unable to retain our property
Vivien Munoz Holt 2615 Australia 18/10/2017 Agree. We might as well not vote; it's so darn predictable!
Andrea Blanco Canberra 2600 Australia 04/02/2018 Canberra is already the most expensive city in Australia!!
Jolanta Kaczmarek Ainslie 2602 Australia 02/03/2018 Go back in time to 2013-2014, land tax was 10 times lower.
Peta Quince 2617 Australia 12/12/2017 Shame on you ACT Govt. yet another unjustified money grab.
Cathy Salter 2601 Australia 09/01/2018 A rates rise is simply unwarranted and totally unwanted!!
Kent Saunders Ulladulla NSW 2538 Australia 24/01/2018 i'm signing because I can't afford anymore rises in rates
Alan Sinclair 2601 Australia 18/12/2017 Unfair green on the part of the ACT Legislative Assembly
Peter Buckley 2914 Australia 19/10/2017

High rates and low roads. Get your ACT together Mr Barr.
Phillip Baron 2904 Australia 13/12/2017 I'm signing for all the reasons listed in this petition.
Thomas Mungoven Aranda 2614 Australia 19/10/2017 Non justifiable increase across all units and apartments
Tin Lai Canberra 2600 Australia 19/10/2017 No no no public sector will lose jobs. Economy goes down
anne foote 2603 Australia 12/01/2018 The increase is rates and taxes is becoming exhorbitant
Deegala Keerthisinghe Macquarie 2614 Australia 23/01/2018 we are struggling to pay this increase its unacceptable
James Beer 4211 Australia 19/10/2017 Far too great a cost for apartment and townhouse owners
julie whiteley 4211 Australia 01/02/2018 Easy pickings by the greedy councils Same here in qld!

Bina Brown 2604 Australia 17/12/2017 The ACT Government needs to rethink its rates strategy
Sara Bevan 2913 Australia 27/01/2018 Because the cost of living in this country is too high
GIL MIN Blacktown 2148 Australia 12/12/2017 It seem to me unfairness and arbitrary decision......
Julie frampton Wentworthville 2145 Australia 12/12/2017

Something needs to be done about this. It's not fair!
Balarama Datla Coopers Plains 4108 Australia 12/12/2017

Agree with earlier comments. Rate rise is ridiculous
John Porter 2289 Australia 25/10/2017 We rent to pensioners who cannot afford excess fees.
shobha varkey FLynn ACT ACT 2615 Australia 29/10/2017 Rates are too high for services we actually receive!
William Slocum Wanniassa 2903 Australia 13/12/2017 Please no cost increases. Its tough enough as it is.
Phillip Smith Canberra 2603 Australia 22/12/2017 Retired Apartment dwellers should not be penalised.
Vivienne Jeffery Mckellar 2617 Australia 29/11/2017 I do not live in McKellar - your info is incorrect.
Christine Burrows Punchbowl 2196 Australia 14/12/2017 My daughter owns a property so I’m signing for her
Geoff Spackman 2604 Australia 12/12/2017 We get nothing extra for the increased rates !!!!.
Katherine Lester Tel Aviv Israel 19/10/2017 Clearly revenue raising without legitimate cause.
sunny panjwani Act 2604 Australia 12/12/2017 It’s not fair at all !! Have to fight against it!
Leoni Mayes 2604 Australia 23/10/2017 Proposed increases are financially unsustainable
Christine Stanley 2906 Australia 23/01/2018 I am signing this petition as I am a unit owner
Rita Bari 1825 Australia 23/01/2018 I am signing this petition as I am a unit owner
David Gardiner Wyndham Vale 3024 Australia 23/01/2018

I don't support the current system of charges.
John Beale 2622 Australia 13/12/2017 This is a complete outrage and grossly unfair.
Keith Ayotte 2614 Australia 19/10/2017 Voting Liberal is looking better all the time.
Wendy Meads 2904 Australia 23/10/2017 I believe the increase in rates is unjustified
Cass Steedman Canberra 2600 Australia 18/10/2017 Canberra is unlivable due to costs like these
Darryl MCNEIL Ainslie 2602 Australia 30/10/2017 As a Senior totally unfair. Must be reversed.
Gurtaj Nerwal Australia 24/10/2017 Share the partition with as many as possible
Peter Moore 2600 Australia 21/10/2017 I support the 5 items listed in the petition
Saowanee Riding Melbourne 3121 Australia 26/10/2017 I didn't vote for the Labour ACT government.
Wendy Meads 2904 Australia 23/10/2017 I believe the recent increase in unjustified
Colin Power 4218 Australia 19/10/2017 Another easy tax grab from a greenies Govt.
Rana Khan Villawood 2163 Australia 12/12/2017 It’s not fair on unit owners 192% increase.
Yura Kim 2138 Australia 12/12/2017 Because I believe it is an unfair increase.
Camilo Poveda 2601 Australia 04/01/2018 The taxes are high enough and it is unfair
David Peterson Chifley 2606 Australia 03/12/2017 I don’t support these unconsulted changes.
Katrina Edwards 2904 Australia 23/01/2018 I don't understand why I need to pay more.
Sam Delorenzo 2612 Australia 26/01/2018 My rates are out of proportion to the rent
Butler Butler Brisbane 4000 Australia 19/10/2017 More money for Governments without a care
Graeme Cardillo Melbourne 3000 Australia 02/02/2018 My self funded pension takes another hit.
maria greene curtin 2605 Australia 12/12/2017 The ACT government is rotten to its core.
steve wyles The Isle of 

Chuwar
4306 Australia 06/12/2017

We to are unfairly rated on our property.
Colin Walters Bonner 2914 Australia 28/10/2017 Very unfair to seniors on fixed incomes.
Monica Thom Ryde 1680 Australia 19/10/2017 Just another unfair government decision.
Pauline Clark Brisbane Australia 27/10/2017 Consultation with community is important
benjamin catania Canberra City 2601 Australia 15/02/2018 Revenue raising due to Government waste
Ferdinand Maganga Canberra 2600 Australia 30/12/2017 Very poor decision, pls reverse it ASAP
Hazbo Skoko Auburn 2144 Australia 12/12/2017 It’s monopoly created by public monies.
Nick Thomson 2617 US 23/01/2018 Unfair discrimation against unit livers
Nicolette Thompson Queanbeyan 2620 Australia 18/10/2017 This effects my community and my family
Sally Milner 2604 Australia 17/01/2018 It is just so unfair, and unaffordable.
Sally Godtschalk Australia 07/11/2017 Total lack of concern or consultation.
John Travers 2612 Australia 03/02/2018 This is too much. Please dont do it.
Maddie Mason 2914 Australia 12/12/2017 This is an absolute unfair increase!
Melissa Niemiec Canberra ACT 2615 Australia 19/10/2017 Not good for the first home buyer :(
Surendra M Hyderabad India 25/10/2017 So many people are facing same issue
Dion Jaeschke 2902 Australia 19/10/2017 I care about housing affordability.
Donna Poynter 2906 Australia 12/12/2017 Because I don't believe it is fair.
Obadur Azmi Canberra 2600 Australia 23/01/2018 Struggle to pay this incresed rate.
marta barranco 2603 Australia 23/01/2018 Because our rates are high enough!



Leonnie Stewart Canberra 2902 Australia 14/12/2017 Land Tax charges are unreasonable
Belinda Burggraaff 2615 Australia 12/12/2017 I think it’s complete outrageous
Kerrianne Abbott Canberra 2913 Australia 19/10/2017 the rates are unfair and unjust.
kristie pope Chisholm 2905 Australia 23/01/2018 Families are already struggling.
Lisa Lace 2615 Australia 12/12/2017 The rates are too high as it is.
Lynmark Bantilan Australia 23/01/2018 Rates are already high as it is!
Brad Ryder Canberra 2600 Australia 19/10/2017 I will not have a Barr of this.
Novita Wandy 2913 Australia 13/12/2017 Act already the expensive state
margaret l Mulder Canberra 2911 Australia 12/12/2017 Your rating me out of my home,
Lynne Losik SPENCE.  ACT 2615 Australia 18/10/2017 It is not fair to downsizers.
Mark Sproat Kingston 2604 Australia 02/02/2018 I'm tired of being ripped off
Louis De Stoop Taichung Taiwan 23/01/2018 I am signing as a unit owner
Prue Cullen Australia 23/01/2018 I am signing as a unit owner
ELI WAKIM 2620 Australia 13/12/2017 Rates are exhuberantly high
Gail Tregear 2603 Australia 22/10/2017 This is not a fair process.
Glenn Wells Gungahlin 2912 Australia 12/12/2017 Not Tax reform - a Tax grab
Kristy Donohue Canberra 2600 Australia 19/10/2017 What a ridiculous increase.
Murad Hossain Carlton 3053 Australia 19/10/2017 Unfair government decision.
Tina hoang 2617 Australia 12/12/2017 All about money. Not fair!
Frank Lustri 2904 Australia 31/10/2017 Unfair on so many levels.
Henry Lawrence Brisbane QLD 4101 Australia 21/10/2017 This is bad public policy
Sabesh Shivasabesan Centurion 157 Sth Africa 26/10/2017 Call it he light-rail tax
Jedd Ingles Bowral 2576 Australia 12/12/2017 It’s definitely not fair
Jess Cartwright Belconnen 2617 Australia 17/12/2017 The new system is unfair
Karen Ridge 2757 Australia 27/12/2017 Just stop money grubbing
Wayne Bolin 2605 Australia 13/12/2017 Typical labor government
Doris Birnbaumer 2582 Australia 04/01/2018 Unreasonable rates rise
Paul Groenewoud Sydney ACT 2035 Australia 15/12/2017 It’s a bloody disgrace!
peter andrews 3756 Australia 18/10/2017 Blood sucking parasites
Ron Sosso Sydney 2000 Australia 12/12/2017 land tax is high enough
Gisela Hazilias Canberra 2615 Australia 19/10/2017 Unfair and ridiculous!
Rebecca Braddon Casey 2913 Australia 25/10/2017 Another revenue raiser
Cam To Edwardstown 5039 Australia 20/10/2017 We need a fair system
Glenn Philp Hughes 2605 Australia 18/10/2017 Disgraceful ACT Labor
margaret l Mulder Canberra 2911 Australia 23/01/2018 It needs to be done
Chelsea Cook Canberra 2903 Australia 13/12/2017 It’s exorbitant!!!
James Vanzwan 2148 Australia 01/11/2017 It’s just not fair
Jimmy Bland Australia 05/02/2018 SignedJimmy Bland
John Miller Westmead 2145 Australia 21/10/2017 Unfair treatment
Lorraine Breust Kenthurst 2156 Australia 13/12/2017 Very frustrating
Mark Stewart Dunedin 9013 NZ 15/12/2017 All of the above
Sophia Lawrance Canberra 2600 Australia 12/12/2017 Daylight robbery
Audra Edwards Werribee 3030 Australia 17/12/2017 This is unfair.
Mark M 2914 Australia 13/12/2017 This is rubbish
Brendan Power Concord 2137 Australia 13/12/2017 Pure rip off.
Margaret Egan 2905 Australia 23/01/2018 Very unfair!
Fong Mei Kam Petaling jaya 2602 Malaysia 12/12/2017 Not fair!
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