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Asked by MR STEEL:
In relation to: Parental leave for foster carers and new adoptive parents

My understanding is that there is a requirement that at least one of the parents in the couple takes off a
period of time when the child is first placed with them, is that correct?

MINISTER STEPHEN-SMITH: The answer to the Member’s question is as follows:—

Intercountry Adoption and Local Adoption

People applying to adopt a child from another country are required to attend an information session and a
2 day education seminar. All applicants are advised that once a child is placed with the applicant they
should be available to commence leave from work to assist in stabilising the placement and building
positive attachment.

Where a child, usually a baby, has been relinquished by the birth parents, the applicants identified to be
the adoptive parents should be available to take leave from work to care for and bond with the baby.

Foster Care - Where a child is placed in a concurrency care placement.

Concurrency care involves caring for a child (often under 2 years of age) while restoration to the birth
family is explored; however if the child is unable to return to their birth family the carers should be
prepared to care for the child permanently. ACT Together policy indicates that the primary carer should be
available to have 12 months leave from work to stabilise the placement and provide intensive love and
nurturing for the child.

Kinship Care
When children or young people are placed with Kin, the assessment process involves matching the carers’

capacity to meet the needs of the child, which may include a period of leave from work to stabilise the
placement. This is considered on a case by case basis through the assessment process and considers the
best interests of the child when making these decisions.
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