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MEDIA RELEASE 
BIO SPHERE RESERVE GETS GREEN LIGHT  

The Stand ing  Com m itte e on Planning  and  Environm ent has recom m end e d  that the ACT b e 
nom inate d  as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve by Dec em b er 2008. 
It also recom m end e d  that the ACT Governm ent d evelop and  im ple m e nt an e ffe ctive 
com m unication and  consultation strate g y so that stakehold ers b etter und erstand  the aim s of 
b iosphere reserve listing s.  
“One aim  of the strate g y would  b e to secure support for the propose d  nom ination from  
stakehold ers such as the tra d itional owners of the ACT (the  N g unnawal), young  people, and  the 
b roa d er com m unity. There are still hig hly varia b le levels of und erstand ing  a b out b iosphere 
reserves in the ACT com m unity,” Com m itte e Chair, Mr Mick Gentle m a n MLA said  on Thursd ay 
(18 Octob er 2007). 
The Com m itte e supporte d  the nom ination and  listing  for various re asons: 
• b iosphere reserves recog nise land sc ape sc ale land  use planning  which help sustain ecosyste m  
services and  e cosyste m  resilienc e und er clim ate chang e; 

• the Griffin vision for a sustaina b le Canb erra, and  Canb erra’s m od ern urb a n planning , warrant 
international recog nition;  

• it could  encoura g e Canb erra to b e com e a m ore sustaina b le city and  to respond  to the 
challeng es cre ate d  b y clim ate chang e ;  

• it m ay help to g row the e d uc ational institutions, a g encies and  com panies working  on 
sustaina b ility issues in the re g ion; and  

• it m ig ht prom ote g re ater respect for Ind ig enous herita g e values, and  other positive outcom es 
for the loc al Ind ig enous com m unity. An exciting  opportunity exists for the attrib ution of an 
appropriate Ind ig enous na m e  to the propose d  ACT Biosphere, just as we se e in Barkind ji, 
Croajing a long , and  U luru Kata-Tjuta Biosphere Reserves. 

“The Com m itte e found  hig h levels of support for the propose d  nom ination a m ong st m any 
com m unity org anisations and  thre e of the four universities in the Territory. This is very sig nific ant 
consid ering  that it was not the Com m itte e’s role to prom ote com m unity eng a g e m ent with and  
awareness a b out the proposal,” Mr Gentle m a n said     
The Com m itte e also calle d  for a national review of b iosphere reserves.  
The report can b e a ccesse d  at 
http://www.parlia m e nt.act.g ov.au/com m itte es/ind ex1.asp?com m itte e=55&inquiry=226&cate g ory=19 
 

http://www.parliament.act.gov.au/downloads/reports/ReportBiosphere.pdf
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Background  to the Com m ittee’s inquiry: 
• In Septem b er 2007 there were 529 b iosphere reserves in 105 countries, includ ing  14 in 

Australia. Morning ton Peninsular and  W estern Port Biosphere Reserve in Victoria, and  
N oosa, includ e an urb a n com ponent, as is propose d  for the ACT. 

• In relation to the m ana g em ent of b iosphere reserves that have alre a d y b e en d esig nate d  
in Australia, the Com m itte e recom m end s that a national review b e und ertaken. The 
inquiry found  that b iosphere reserves are a relatively low profile, even ne g le cte d  
com ponent of Australia’s suite of policy responses to the sustaina b ility challeng e. The 
Com m itte e m a d e a rang e of recom m end ations which sug g est that this situation should  
b e re d resse d . 

• A d esig nation of an are a as a Biosphere Reserve d oes not ‘lock up’ land  for 
conservation in any sense. M any b iosphere reserves includ e sub stantial hum an 
com m unities.  

• Biosphere reserves aim  to: 
• foster sustaina b le e conom ic a nd  hum a n d evelopm ent 
• preserve land sc apes, ecosystem s, species, and  g enetic resources, and   
• support d em onstration projects, environm ental e d uc ation and  training , and  

rese arch and  m onitoring  for sustaina b le d evelopm ent. 
• The issue of a possib le nom ination of a b iosphere reserve for the ACT was raise d  in the 

1986 Nam a d gi National Park Mana g em ent Plan. More rec ently, N ature and  Society 
Forum  Inc has b e en a d voc ating  the nom ination, which they re g ard  as consistent with 
their vision for he althy people on a he althy planet. The 2006 Report of the Centenary 
of Canb erra Task Force recom m end e d  that Canb erra should  b id  to b e com e a Biosphere 
Reserve b y 2013.  

• U NESCO d ocum ents on Biosphere Reserves and  other inform ation c an b e a ccesse d  at 
http://www.unesco.org /m a b /BRs/offDoc.shtm l 

• The 3rd International Cong ress of Biosphere Reserves will b e held  in Spain in e arly 2008 
where m any of the issues currently b eing  d e b ate d  within U NESCO’s M an and  the 
Biosphere prog ra m  will b e d iscusse d  a nd  clarifie d . These includ e the concept of 
Biosphere Reserves as ‘le arning  la b oratories’, urb a n b iospheres and  zonation 
g enerally, the world  network of b iosphere reserves, and  country-to-country and  city-
to-city networking . The conferenc e will also review and  upd ate the 1995 Seville 
Strate g y which g uid es the im ple m e ntation of Biosphere Reserves. 
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