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1
The Assembly met at 10 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.  The Speaker (Mrs Dunne) took the Chair and asked Members to stand in silence and pray or reflect on their responsibilities to the people of the Australian Capital Territory.


2
PETITION AND MINISTERIAL RESPONSE

Petition
The Clerk announced that the following Member had lodged a petition for presentation:

 XE "Petitions—:Presented—:Hackett—:Braff Street—Rezoning of Mr Fluffy houses—:(Mrs Dunne, 68 residents)" Mr Corbell, from 68 residents, requesting that the Assembly call for the Asbestos Taskforce and the ACT Government to consult with residents of Bragg Street, Hackett and the near neighbourhood regarding rezoning and high density development after the demolition of Mr Fluffy houses (Pet 6-16).

Ministerial response

The Clerk announced that the following response to a petition had been lodged:

 XE "Petitions—:Presented—:Variation to the Territory Plan No. 334—Housing density—:Ministerial response" Mr Gentleman (Minister for Planning and Land Management), dated 1 August 2016—Response to petition No. 3-16, lodged by Mr Doszpot on 9 June 2016, concerning Draft Variation No. 334 to the Territory Plan relating to public housing in Red Hill.


3
Government integrity and probity

 XE "Motions—:Private Members’ business—:Pursuant to notice—:Government integrity and probity (Mr Hanson)\; amdt moved and agreed to\; agreed to\, as amended" 

 XE "Government integrity and probity" \t "See \"Motions—Private Members' business\"" Mr Hanson (Leader of the Opposition), pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly:

(1) notes that there is a perception of a lack of integrity and probity around the ACT Labor Government, including:

(a) the ongoing investigation into the Brumbies into a $7 million lease variation waiver signed by the Treasurer;

(b) a series of land property deals currently under investigation by the Auditor-General;

(c) the decision to provide pokies to the Casino that will possibly reap the Labor Party affiliated Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union (CFMEU) millions of dollars from the sale of gaming machines;

(d) the dismissal of the Police Minister after her office provided sensitive information to the CFMEU;

(e) a Canberra Times editorial titled Government by Cronyism;

(f) the CEO of the Council of Small Business editorial titled Living in the crony capital;

(g) a Canberra Times editorial of 17 March headline that The deal between the state government and UnionsACT just doesn’t smell right;

(h) a Canberra Times editorial conclusion that “Many voters have concluded the inflexibility of thinking and disdain of criticism the Chief Minister affects from time to time betrays a familiarity with power not wholly admirable nor indeed desirable.”;

(i) comments by the ACT ALP General Secretary in response to an ALP sub branch president that “if we started throwing people out of the Labor Party for fines we probably wouldn’t have many members left”;

(j) the ACT Master Builders Association statement that they are “... deeply concerned about the integrity of the ACT Government’s tendering processes”;

(k) recent comments by Mr Michael Moore that “there is the smell...” and “there is also a whiff around planning and development”; and

(l) an ACT Government Minister has called for an integrity commission to examine the conduct of the ACT Government; and

(2) support extra funding for the Auditor-General and a fully independent Public Service Commissioner in order to help restore integrity and public confidence in the ACT Government.

Mr Barr (Chief Minister) moved the following amendment: Omit all words after “That this Assembly”, substitute:

“(1)
notes that the ACT Government has: 


(a)
established and supported the operation of a wide range of integrity and accountability measures, including the Ministerial Code of Conduct, Ethics and Integrity Adviser, Commissioner for Standards, and Public Interest Disclosure framework;


(b)
introduced to the Assembly legislation establishing an independent office of the Public Sector Standards Commissioner to handle misconduct procedures and public interest disclosure responsibilities; and


(c)
prioritised delivery of essential health services, education, and transport options for Canberrans, and considered land development and unsolicited proposals through evidence-based and accountable decision-making; and
(2)
calls on the Government to:


(a)
consider the recommendations of the Standing Committee on Public Accounts’ Report into the 2016 Strategic Review of the Auditor-General in the context of the 2017 Budget process; and


(b)
continue to deliver the health, education, public transport, renewable energy and economic outcomes Canberrans require, while maintaining high standards of integrity and accountability.”.
Debate continued.

 XE “Motions—:Amendments—:Agreed to” Question—That the amendment be agreed to—put.

The Assembly voted—

	
AYES, 8
	
	
NOES, 7

	Mr Barr
	Ms Fitzharris
	
	Mr Coe
	Mrs Jones

	Ms Berry
	Mr Gentleman
	
	Mr Doszpot
	Ms Lawder

	Dr Bourke
	Mr Hinder
	
	Mrs Dunne
	Mr Wall

	Ms Burch
	Mr Rattenbury
	
	Mr Hanson
	


 XE “Votes—:Agreed to unless otherwise shown—:Government integrity and probity—:Amendment” And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz:

“That this Assembly:

(1)
notes that the ACT Government has: 


(a)
established and supported the operation of a wide range of integrity and accountability measures, including the Ministerial Code of Conduct, Ethics and Integrity Adviser, Commissioner for Standards, and Public Interest Disclosure framework;


(b)
introduced to the Assembly legislation establishing an independent office of the Public Sector Standards Commissioner to handle misconduct procedures and public interest disclosure responsibilities; and


(c)
prioritised delivery of essential health services, education, and transport options for Canberrans, and considered land development and unsolicited proposals through evidence-based and accountable decision-making; and
(2)
calls on the Government to:


(a)
consider the recommendations of the Standing Committee on Public Accounts’ Report into the 2016 Strategic Review of the Auditor-General in the context of the 2017 Budget process; and


(b)
continue to deliver the health, education, public transport, renewable energy and economic outcomes Canberrans require, while maintaining high standards of integrity and accountability.”—

be agreed to—put and passed.


4
Adoption processes

 XE "Motions—:Private Members’ business—:Pursuant to notice—:Adoption processes (Ms Lawder)\; amdt moved\; amdt to amdt moved\; question divided—Proposed para (2)(b) agreed to\; proposed para (2)(c) negatived\; amdt\, as amended\, agreed to\; agreed to\, as amended" 

 XE "Adoption processes" \t "See \"Motions—Private Members' business\"" Ms Lawder, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly:

(3) notes that:

(a) in the Assembly on 16 September 2015 the Assembly debated a motion about the local adoption process and called on the ACT Government to prioritise faster processing of adoptions in the ACT court system;

(b) since the motion in September 2015 a number of constituents have been in contact who are very concerned about the length of time the local adoption process takes; and

(c) the ACT Government’s new out of home care strategy A Step Up for Our Kids is costing approximately $39 million from 2015-2016 to 2018-2019 and is not prioritising efficient and faster processing of local adoption where that is in the best interests of the child or young person; and
(4) calls on the ACT Government to:

(a) take immediate action across all relevant government directorates and agencies to prioritise faster processing of local adoptions;

(b) provide a detailed outline of the following:
(i) what progress, if any, it has made in prioritising faster processing of local adoptions since September 2015; and

(ii) what action, if any, it is taking to prioritise faster processing of local adoptions; and

(c) report back to the Assembly on these matters by the last sitting day in August 2016.

Dr Bourke (Minister for Children and Young People) moved the following amendment: Omit all words after paragraph (1)(b), substitute:


“(c)
means other than adoption, such as enduring parental responsibility, are available to achieve permanency for children and young people in care;


(d)
the adoption process has to consider a complex range of factors, including obtaining the consent of birth parents, and that this can add to the time taken to complete applications;


(e)
where birth parent consent is not provided, special dispensation has to be sought from the Supreme Court; and


(f)
consistent with the Senate Inquiry Report into Forced Adoptions (2012), dispensation with parental consent is only recommended in limited and specific circumstances; and

(2)
calls on the ACT Government to:


(a)
form a cross-directorate Domestic Adoptions Taskforce to identify any issues and make recommendations regarding matters related to the timely and appropriate completion of the adoption process; and


(b)
report back to the Assembly by the last sitting day of February 2017.”.

Debate continued.

 XE "Leave—:To amend amendment(s)" Ms Lawder, by leave, having amended her circulated amendment, moved the following amendment to Dr Bourke’s proposed amendment: Omit paragraph (2)(b), substitute:


“(b)
report back to the Assembly by the last sitting day of February 2017 on the work of the cross-directorate Domestic Adoptions Taskforce; and


(c)
provide a detailed outline and report back to the Assembly by the last sitting day in August 2016 on the following:



(i)
what progress, if any, it has made in prioritising faster processing of local adoptions since September 2015; and



(ii)
what action, if any, it is taking to prioritise faster processing of local adoptions.”.

Ordered—That the question be divided.

 XE “Motions—:Amendments—:Agreed to” Proposed paragraph (2)(b) agreed to.

 XE “Motions—:Amendments—:Negatived” Proposed paragraph (2)(c)—

Question—put.

The Assembly voted—

	
AYES, 7
	
	
NOES, 8

	Mr Coe
	Mrs Jones
	
	Mr Barr
	Ms Fitzharris

	Mr Doszpot
	Ms Lawder
	
	Ms Berry
	Mr Gentleman

	Mrs Dunne
	Mr Wall
	
	Dr Bourke
	Mr Hinder

	Mr Hanson
	
	
	Ms Burch
	Mr Rattenbury


 XE “Votes—:Agreed to unless otherwise shown—:Adoption processes—:Proposed paragraph (2)(c)\, negatived” And so it was negatived.

Dr Bourke’s amendment, as amended, agreed to.
Question—That the motion, as amended, viz:

“That this Assembly:

(1)
notes that:


(a)
in the Assembly on 16 September 2015 the Assembly debated a motion about the local adoption process and called on the ACT Government to prioritise faster processing of adoptions in the ACT court system;


(b)
since the motion in September 2015 a number of constituents have been in contact who are very concerned about the length of time the local adoption process takes;


(c)
means other than adoption, such as enduring parental responsibility, are available to achieve permanency for children and young people in care;


(d)
the adoption process has to consider a complex range of factors, including obtaining the consent of birth parents, and that this can add to the time taken to complete applications;


(e)
where birth parent consent is not provided, special dispensation has to be sought from the Supreme Court; and


(f)
consistent with the Senate Inquiry Report into Forced Adoptions (2012), dispensation with parental consent is only recommended in limited and specific circumstances; and

(2)
calls on the ACT Government to:


(a)
form a cross-directorate Domestic Adoptions Taskforce to identify any issues and make recommendations regarding matters related to the timely and appropriate completion of the adoption process; and


(b)
report back to the Assembly by the last sitting day of February 2017 on the work of the cross-directorate Domestic Adoptions Taskforce.”—

be agreed to—put and passed.


5
A.C.T. economy

 XE "Motions—:Private Members’ business—:Pursuant to notice—:ACT economy (Mr Hinder)\; debate ensued\; agreed to" 

 XE "ACT economy" \t "See \"Motions—Private Members' business\"" Mr Hinder, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly:

(5) notes the importance of:

(a) a strong economy in delivering sustainable growth in jobs and wages;

(b) a AAA credit rating; and

(c) maintaining high quality local services and infrastructure;

(6) further notes the recent ABS economic data that shows the ACT economy has weathered the storm caused by the Liberals’ deep cuts to jobs and spending in the Australian Public Service, particularly:

(a) that the ACT has the lowest unemployment rate in the nation, at 3.6 per cent;

(b) that retail grew by 4.7 per cent in the year to May 2016, well above the national average of 3.4 per cent;

(c) that building approvals increased 8.2 per cent in May, and increased 35.1 per cent in the year to May;

(d) service exports have increased by 65 per cent since 2010, which is well above the national average of 30 per cent; and

(e) growth in economic activity, as measured by State Final Demand, in the ACT was the highest in the nation in the March quarter;

(7) further notes the actions of Liberal State Governments around Australia in cutting public service jobs, particularly:

(a) in Queensland, where the Liberals cut 12 800 jobs;

(b) in New South Wales, where the Liberals cut 10 000 jobs;

(c) in Victoria, where the Liberals cut 4200 jobs; and

(d) in Western Australia, where the Liberals cut 1000 jobs; and

(8) calls on the ACT Government to maintain:

(a) its commitments, including not tearing up legal contracts;

(b) high quality public services;

(c) high quality public infrastructure; and

(d) a responsible path to return the budget to surplus without massive job cuts.

Debate ensued.

Question—put.

The Assembly voted—

	
AYES, 8
	
	
NOES, 7

	Mr Barr
	Ms Fitzharris
	
	Mr Coe
	Mrs Jones

	Ms Berry
	Mr Gentleman
	
	Mr Doszpot
	Ms Lawder

	Dr Bourke
	Mr Hinder
	
	Mrs Dunne
	Mr Wall

	Ms Burch
	Mr Rattenbury
	
	Mr Hanson
	


 XE “Votes—:Agreed to unless otherwise shown—:ACT economy—:Motion” And so it was resolved in the affirmative.


6
QUESTIONS

Questions without notice were asked.


7
Education sector

 XE "Motions—:Private Members’ business—:Pursuant to notice—:Education sector (Mr Doszpot)\; amdt moved and agreed to\; agreed to\, as amended" 

 XE "Education sector" \t "See \"Motions—Private Members' business\"" Mr Doszpot, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly:

(9) notes that:

(a) it is 10 years and one month since Andrew Barr, as Minister for Education, announced a large school closure plan, called Towards 2020, which proposed the closure of 39 schools, including nearly one-third of all primary schools in the ACT;

(b) the rationale at the time was declining enrolments in many ACT schools, the need to ensure ongoing sustainability and to provide real choice for students;

(c) the plan was highly flawed with costs of small schools over-stated and the savings from the closures overestimated;

(d) 10 years on, we have a number of schools in those same areas now over capacity, no measurable benefits from the closures, students placed in temporary classrooms and parents scrambling to find places for their pre-school children; and

(e) despite three Education Ministers holding the portfolio since Mr Barr, the problems continue; and

(10) calls on the Government to:

(a) acknowledge that many ACT schools are at or near capacity and need upgrade;

(b) clarify why it was considered necessary to change the methodology for calculating the definitions for measuring school space;

(c) commit to better communication with parents about school enrolment pressures; and

(d) commit to a genuine infrastructure upgrade plan and fund it appropriately.

Mr Rattenbury (Minister for Education) moved the following amendment: Omit all words after “That this Assembly”, substitute:

“(1)
notes:


(a)
that, on 6 April 2016, the Minister for Education provided the Assembly with a comprehensive summary of issues relating to public school capacity;


(b)
that, on 9 June 2016, the Minister for Education presented to the Legislative Assembly:



(i)
February 2016 Census enrolments;



(ii)
2016 school capacities;



(iii)
2017 and 2018 enrolment projections for all Canberra public schools, except for four specialist schools;



(iv)
explanations for changes to methodology of quantifying school capacity; and



(v)
an updated glossary of terms that relate to student enrolment; and


(c)
this information and other relevant information regarding student enrolment is published on the Education Directorate website at http://www.education.act.gov.au/school_education/enrolling_in_an_act_public_school; and

(2)
calls on the Government to:


(a)
continue to work with students, schools, parents and local communities in response to increased enrolments in ACT public schools; and


(b)
maintain its strategic approach to school capacity and infrastructure funding as evidenced by the 2016-17 Budget.”.

Debate continued.

 XE "Leave—:To have an extension of time" 

 XE “Speech—:Extension of time—:By leave—:Agreed to” Mr Doszpot, by leave, was granted an extension of time

Question—That the amendment be agreed to—put.

The Assembly voted—

	
AYES, 8
	
	
NOES, 7

	Mr Barr
	Ms Fitzharris
	
	Mr Coe
	Mrs Jones

	Ms Berry
	Mr Gentleman
	
	Mr Doszpot
	Ms Lawder

	Dr Bourke
	Mr Hinder
	
	Mrs Dunne
	Mr Wall

	Mr Corbell
	Mr Rattenbury
	
	Mr Hanson
	


 XE “Motions—:Amendments—:Agreed to” 

 XE “Votes—:Agreed to unless otherwise shown—:Education sector—:Amendment” And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz:

“That this Assembly:

(1)
notes:


(a)
that, on 6 April 2016, the Minister for Education provided the Assembly with a comprehensive summary of issues relating to public school capacity;


(b)
that, on 9 June 2016, the Minister for Education presented to the Legislative Assembly:



(i)
February 2016 Census enrolments;



(ii)
2016 school capacities;



(iii)
2017 and 2018 enrolment projections for all Canberra public schools, except for four specialist schools;



(iv)
explanations for changes to methodology of quantifying school capacity; and



(v)
an updated glossary of terms that relate to student enrolment; and


(c)
this information and other relevant information regarding student enrolment is published on the Education Directorate website at http://www.education.act.gov.au/school_education/enrolling_in_an_act_public_school; and

(2)
calls on the Government to:


(a)
continue to work with students, schools, parents and local communities in response to increased enrolments in ACT public schools; and


(b)
maintain its strategic approach to school capacity and infrastructure funding as evidenced by the 2016-17 Budget.”—

be agreed to—put and passed.


8
Multicultural and multifaith groups

 XE "Motions—:Private Members’ business—:Pursuant to notice—:Multicultural and multifaith groups (Mrs Jones)\; amdt moved\; question divided\; paras (1)(e) to (2)(a) agreed to\; para (2)(b) agreed to\; agreed to\, as amended" 

 XE "Multicultural and multifaith groups" \t "See \"Motions—Private Members' business\"" Mrs Jones, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly:

(11) notes:

(a) the enormous contribution multicultural and multifaith groups make to the broad Canberra community;

(b) the importance for these groups to have a place to hold festivals, for worship and language classes as well as a place of support for their community;

(c) the importance of having a facility that is accessible by public transport and has adequate parking; and

(d) many multicultural and multifaith groups have experienced significant distress in their own countries for their faith or ethnicity; and

(12) calls on the ACT Government to treat multicultural and multifaith groups with respect by implementing a clear process for groups seeking land or facilities for multicultural or community use.

Ms Berry (Minister for Multicultural and Youth Affairs) moved the following amendment: Omit all words after paragraph (1)(d), substitute:


“(e)
the ACT Government has led other jurisdictions to become the first Australian State or Territory to be declared a Refugee Welcome Zone;


(f)
the ACT Legislative Assembly has supported the increased humanitarian intake of refugees announced by the Australian Government; and


(g)
the efforts of local service providers in delivering vital support for refugees, asylum seekers and all multicultural communities in the ACT; and

(2)
calls on the ACT Government to:


(a)
continue to implement refugee and multicultural policies that celebrate diversity and contribute to a broad social inclusion agenda aimed at giving all Canberrans the chance to belong, to contribute and be valued; and


(b)
continue to implement accessible and transparent systems which allow all members of the community, including culturally and linguistically diverse groups, to access land, facilities, services and support in building an inclusive and supportive environment for all Canberrans.”.

Debate continued.

Ordered—That the question be divided.

Paragraphs (1)(e) to (2)(a) agreed to.

Paragraph (2)(b)—

Question—put.

The Assembly voted—

	
AYES, 8
	
	
NOES, 7

	Mr Barr
	Ms Fitzharris
	
	Mr Coe
	Mrs Jones

	Dr Bourke
	Mr Gentleman
	
	Mr Doszpot
	Ms Lawder

	Ms Burch
	Mr Hinder
	
	Mrs Dunne
	Mr Wall

	Mr Corbell
	Mr Rattenbury
	
	Mr Hanson
	


 XE “Motions—:Amendments—:Agreed to” 

 XE “Votes—:Agreed to unless otherwise shown—:Multicultural and multifaith groups—:Paragraph (2)(b)” And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz:

“That this Assembly:

(1)
notes:


(a)
the enormous contribution multicultural and multifaith groups make to the broad Canberra community;


(b)
the importance for these groups to have a place to hold festivals, for worship and language classes as well as a place of support for their community;


(c)
the importance of having a facility that is accessible by public transport and has adequate parking;


(d)
many multicultural and multifaith groups have experienced significant distress in their own countries for their faith or ethnicity;


(e)
the ACT Government has led other jurisdictions to become the first Australian State or Territory to be declared a Refugee Welcome Zone;


(f)
the ACT Legislative Assembly has supported the increased humanitarian intake of refugees announced by the Australian Government; and


(g)
the efforts of local service providers in delivering vital support for refugees, asylum seekers and all multicultural communities in the ACT; and

(2)
calls on the ACT Government to:


(a)
continue to implement refugee and multicultural policies that celebrate diversity and contribute to a broad social inclusion agenda aimed at giving all Canberrans the chance to belong, to contribute and be valued; and


(b)
continue to implement accessible and transparent systems which allow all members of the community, including culturally and linguistically diverse groups, to access land, facilities, services and support in building an inclusive and supportive environment for all Canberrans.”—

be agreed to—put and passed.


9
Investment in business

 XE "Motions—:Private Members’ business—:Pursuant to notice—:Investment in business (Mr Wall)\; debate ensued\; negatived" 

 XE "Investment in business" \t "See \"Motions—Private Members' business\"" Mr Wall, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly:

(13) notes:

(a) that a significant portion of the ACT’s own source revenue is raised from ACT businesses and businesses investing in the ACT;

(b) private sector investment in business in the ACT is a major driver of the ACT’s economy; and

(c) the barriers to growth and investment created for ACT businesses as a result of flawed policy decisions made by successive ACT Labor/Green Governments, including the:

(i) failure to remove the Lease Variation Charge;

(ii) disproportionate increase in commercial land rates; and

(iii) failure of the ACT Labor/Green Government’s red tape reduction plan to provide substantive efficiencies for ACT businesses; and

(14) calls on this Assembly to condemn the flawed policies of successive Labor/Green Governments that continue to inhibit ACT businesses.

Debate ensued.

Question—put.

The Assembly voted—

	
AYES, 6
	
	
NOES, 7

	Mr Coe
	Ms Lawder
	
	Mr Barr
	Mr Gentleman

	Mrs Dunne
	Mr Wall
	
	Ms Burch
	Mr Hinder

	Mr Hanson
	
	
	Mr Corbell
	Mr Rattenbury

	Mrs Jones
	
	
	Ms Fitzharris
	


 XE “Votes—:Agreed to unless otherwise shown—:Investment in business—:Motion, negatived” And so it was negatived.

{DPS, "PFStart", "LA_Adj_After6.30"}


10
ADJOURNMENT

Mr Gentleman (Manager of Government Business) moved—That the Assembly do now adjourn.

 XE "Debate—:Adjournment" Debate ensued.

Question—put and passed.

 XE "Adjournment of Assembly—:Before 6.30 p.m." And then the Assembly, at 5.52 p.m., adjourned until tomorrow at 10 a.m.

MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting.

Tom Duncan

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly

{DPS, "PFEnd"}

www.parliament.act.gov.au/assembly/minutes.asp

